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I'RKFACE 


So  ruaiiy  books  have  already  been  written  u[)()ii  itie 
I'salter  that  it  may  well  seeni  superliiinus  to  add  another  to 
their  number.  Yet  the  treasnres  of  the  Psalter  are  inex- 
haustible. There  can  never  come  a  time  when  the  last 
word  upon  it  has  been  said.  It  is  an  indispensable  ex- 
pression of  the  spiritual  life;  and  it  will  stand  as  an  inspi- 
ration and  a  ehalleni;i'  to  the  interpreter  of  every  ai;.  . 

Nor  can  it  be  said  that  the  I'salter  is  too  well  known. 
Often  as  it  is  sunj;  with  the  heart,  it  cannot  be  said  that  it 
is  always  sung  "  witli  the  understandinij  also.  "  The 
reasons  for  this  are  many.  Much  of  it  is  confessedly  hard 
V>  umlerstand,  even  with  the  best  aids  of  exei^jesis  and 
archa'ology.  The  text  is  sometimes  obscure,  even  to  <ies- 
peration,  and  the  F.ni;lish  version  not  seldom  le.ives  upon 
the  mind  .in  impression  of  complete  confusion  (cf.  I's.  17  : 
14).  Occasionally  it  is  impossible  to  say  whether  the 
allusions  are  to  ancient  or  recent  nistory ;  and  .li^ain, 
many  of  the  most  powerful  psalms  are  so  colored  by 
ancient  modes  of  thought  and  expression  that,  even  where 
they  are  not  unintelligible,  they  make  but  a  slender  im- 
pression—out of  all   proportion   to   their  real  originality 

vii 


'I 


Preface 

and  power-iipon  the  modern  reader  who  has  not  the  key 
This  ,lass  uould  be  iiiii,: rated  by  I'salin  82,  with  its 
qii.nnt  l,ut  powerful  pre.cmati.Hi  cf  tlie  tru'h  noblesse 
ol'kKcoxhs  I'sahn  87  ^Mtli  its  r.ia^naninious  missionary 
outlook.  ^ 

It  is  here  that  one  may  venture  to  hope  that  a  volume 
written  Irom  the  standpoint  of  iht  Mcssa^r.s  0/ t/ie  Bible 
scries,  may  have  some  eontribution  to  jfKr  to  the  elucida- 
tion of  the  I'salter;  for  one  of  the  aims  of  the  series  is  to 
present  the  ancient  words  of  the  liible  in  tlie  lanftua^e  of 
to-day.     The  problems  of  the  I'salter  are  very  nun'ierous- 
textual,    contextual,    ehronolojrical.    theolosieal ;     a   very 
I)nrf  sketch  of  the  nu.re  important  o;   ti..,-,e  will  be  found 
i"  the  Introduction,     liut  1  have  made  it  mvaim  to  reduce 
to  the  mrnumnn  all  such  discussions  affecting  the  criticism 
of  the   I'salter  and  the  nature  of   l.b,        ponrv  ■  and  1 
have  soujrht,  without  liti.trerMiir  undulv  upon  the  threshold 
to  conduct  the  reader  into  the  beautiful  house  of  the  He- 
brew I'salter  usclf-therr  to  wand.r  about   its  rooms  and 
to  look  upon  Its  .^lories,  to  breathe  its  gracious  atmosphere 
and  to  learn  to  talk  with  the  ■•  Lonl  of  the  place."    Biblic-il 
cntK.sn.  has  been  compared  -  in  the  wonls  of  the  seventy- 
fourth  psalm-to  the  hammerin.^   of  ,n,p,ous  hands  upon 
the  beautiful  woodwork  of  the  temple.     The  comparison 
IS  far  from  just  to  thei^reat  masters  of  interpretation  ■  but 
at  any  rate,  the  minuter  work  of  criticism  should  be  left  till 
the  rehgious  grandeur  of  the  I'salter  has  been  appreciated. 
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Fortunately  the  pt^almsraii  In.'  in  joyed  without  a  compre- 
hensive knowlcilt^e  tif  the  pmljleius  wliic  h  they  involve. 

A  word  must  be  utftied  in  t-xpiaiiation  of  the  i;;roups 
into  whicii  I  have  attciuplcd  to  arrant;e  the  I'saltir.  It 
may  be  said  at  khcv  that,  in  tlic  nature  of  the  ease,  nn  such 
division  lan  evtr  be  e'uni[)ietcly  satisfaetory.  In  our  i),,nio- 
ranee  of  the  origin  of  individual  psalms,  the  chronological 
classification  is,  speaking  generally,  out  of  the  cjuestion  — 
only  m  one  case  have  1  made  tentative  use  of  it  (see  the 
Psalms  of  Thanksgiving) — and  any  other  ciassitication  is 
sure  to  involve  cross-division.  Thanksgiving  and  petition> 
relleclion  ,ind  imprecation,  are  subtly  interwoven  into  the 
texture  of  many  a  psalm  ;  and  there  are  few  psalms  which 
could  not.  with  more  or  less  propriety,  find  their  place 
Within  several  groups.  Tiie  I'salms  are  not  logiial  trea- 
tises :  they  arc  the  expression  of  the  emotion  of  unusu.ally 
sensitive  spirits,  aiul  the  emotions  are  sometimes  subtly 
tr.insfornied,  like  the  clouds  that  change  their  color  as 
they  hang  in  the  light  of  the  setting  sun.  It  is  not 
claimeil  that  the  groups  here  offered  are  mutually  exclu- 
sive, but  they  are  sufticiently  distinct  to  suggest  the  wide 
variety  of  tlieme  with  which  the  hearts  of  the  singers  were 
occupied.  The  I'salms  of  Reflection,  in  particular,  ojien 
up  a  wide  and  protltabie  held  of  inquiry.  It  seemed  titting 
that  the  tirst  group  should  be  reserved  for  Psalms  of  .\do- 
ration,  while  the  last  should  deal  with  the  Universal  Reign 
of  Jehovah. 
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It  was  a  great  satisfaction  to  mc  to  ciisrovf  r  that  Pro- 
fessor K.'iit  and  1.  who  ucrc  working  quite  independently, 
reached  conclusions  that  were  practically  identical  with  re- 
gard to  tlie  general  cla.>.sitlcation  of  the  I'saller.     This  co- 
incidence m  a  matter  m,  coniplicattd  and  m.  capable  of 
various  mterpreiatie,,,  may  be  fairly  taken  to  prove  that 
tlic  classification  adopted  is,  at  any  rate,  not  unreasonable. 
Within    the   groups    (or  subdivisions  of  groups)  ttiem- 
sclves,  my  plan  has  been   to  bring   together  psalms  which 
dealt  with  similar  aspects  of  a  problem  (cf.  Pss.  -^-j ,  49 
ly,  and  to  effect  some  kind  of  logical  sequence-so  far  as 
such  a  phrase  in  such  a  connection  is  applicable— between 
the  various  psalms  composing  a  group,  as,  for  example,  in 
tlic    I'salnis    in   Celebration    of    Worship,   or    the     Royal 
l's<.lms.      Wiiere   the  psalms  were  so  similar    in   temper 
that  such  a  grouping  seemed  unnatural  or  imp(,-siblc   as 
for  example,  in  the  I'salms   of    I'etition,  1   have  been  con- 
lent,  m  the  main,  to  arrange  tliem   in   the  order  in  which 
dicy  (Hciu-  iu  the   I'saiter.      Where,  for  .anv  reason,  this 
order  IS  int..-rrupted.  an  expL.nation  is  i^iven  in  a  foot-note. 
1  he  numbering  of  tlie  verses  is  th.at  of  the  l-lnglisli  Bible. 
1  <  w  literary  tasks  are  so  hard  as  paraphrase  ;  and  per- 
I'.'P'^  11"  paraphr.ise  is  so  harel  as  that  of  the  I'saiter.     it  is 
•»'t    only  that  the  i.anguage  is,  on  the  whole,  so  smiple ; 
iHit  It  expresses  ....    perfectly  the    various   moods    of    the 
spiritual  life  that  it   has  universally  determined  the   lan- 
guage of  praise  ami  i)rayer.  and   is  the  common  speech  of 
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Chri^tendnm  to-day.  Other  words  are  almost  sure  to  be 
u-orse  words  ;  and  the  powerful  effect  of  the  parallelism  is 
all  but  inimitable.  The  ditticulty  reaches  its  climax  in 
the  attempt  to  paraphrase  the  metaphors  in  which  the 
Psalter  abounds.  Often  they  seem  so  simple  and  appeal- 
intj  as  to  need  no  paraphrase  ;  yet  they  usually  conceal  a 
mine  of  meaning.  Hut  the  moment  an  attempt  is  made 
to  express  what  they  suggest,  the  directness  of  the  original 
metaphor  is  lost.  The  twenty-third  psalm,  for  example, 
practically  defies  paraphrase.  The  attempt  to  assign  a 
definite  meaning  to  the  "green  pastures  "  and  the  "dark 
valley  "  would  be  Iwth  prosaic  and  futile.  The  psalm  is, 
in  the  main,  grandly  luminous ;  but  its  glory  lies  largely 
in  its  power  to  suggest  to  each  reader  an  application 
which  suits  his  individual  experience ;  and  cliis  power  is 
destroyed,  when,  by  the  definite  language  of  prose,  the 
paraphrase  individuali/ces  the  application.  It  seemed  best 
on  the  whole,  in  such  a  case,  to  retain  the  original  meta- 
phor and  to  add  only  such  uches  in  the  course  of  the 
paraphrase  as  would  bring  nome  the  image  with  power 
and  clearness  to  the  reader's  imagination. 

It  would  be  tetiious  to  enumerate  die  books  to  which  I 
owe  suggestions,  but  1  am  under  special  obligations  to  the 
commentaries  of  15aethgcn  and  Duhni.  The  latter  com- 
mentary, in  particular,  will  probably  be  epoch-making  in 
the  exegesis  of  the  Psalter.  In  spite  of  its  amusing  super- 
ciliousness, it  displays  extraordinary  insight  both  into  the 
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text  and   suhst.nre  of   the   Psalms,  and  is  a  perpetual 
stimulus  to  the  studen.  of  the  I>salter 

I  have  a^rain  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  editors  for 
k  ndness  shown  in  n.any  uays.  and  very  especially  for 
psalm'         '"  "^  '-appropriate  titles  for    the   various 

The  Psalter  w.ll  hve  as  long  as  men  are  moved  by  the 
.mpu  se  to  pra,se  and  to  pray.  ,t  anfcpates  and  expresse 
he  profoundest  emot.ons  of  the  sp.rit.  Its  sin.ple  pene- 
trat.n,^  words  have  a  stran.^^e  power  over  the  htniL  heart  • 
and  ,n  tne  more  solitary  moods  of  th.  soul.  ,t  can  touch 
to  thoughts  too  .leepfor  tears.  Everv  fresh  study  of  it 
conhrmsmem  the  conviction  that  it  will  ,,ver  prove  itself 
a  veritable  g,ft  of  God  to  all  who  '•  taste  and  L  ' 


Knox  Cni.rF.fiE,  Toronto, 
January  9,  1904. 


John-  E.  McFadyen. 
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IN  rRODT'CTION 


TIIF    rXiniT,    kKI  Hilor 


VAI.IK    oi 


IIIK    I'.AI/rKR 


The  Ikljrrw  I'saltcr  is  the  liyiiin-book  uf  the  holy 
ratluilic  church  tliroui;hout  the  world.  1 1  has  been  from 
llie  l)ej,Mnning,  anei  in  ail  projjability  it  will  be  to  the  end. 


'I'here  arc  ii  deed 


some  churches  which  do  not  lift  their 


jiraises  to  v  lod  'n  the  very  wor<is  (if  the  I'saltcr.  an(!  there 
are  other  chtirches  which  praise   liitn   in  a  nuiliitude  of 


other   hymns 


•s    those    of    the    i'saltcr.     But   even 


where  the  Psalms  are  not  direct! 


V  used,  their  words  and 


tlinui^dns  have  been  appropriated,  so  that  many  of  the 
noblest  modern  liymns  are  but  echoes  of  the  songs  of  the 
ancient  Jewish  church,  and  written  under  the  immediate 
inspiration  of  tln'  I'saltcr.  It  will  be  enotigh  to  recall 
Luther's  t;rcat  liynui 

"  A  safe  stron};!icilil  our  ( "iciil  is  still," 

which  is  nothing  but  the  C.ernian  versmn  of  the  forty-sixth 
jisalm. 

Not'iing  could  have  given  the  I'saltcr  this  iilicnomcnal 


f 


Iiitrdductidii 


Tlic  Missiv^cs  of 


iioM  upon  ihc  li.-art  nf  thr  centuries  hut  its  al)snlutr  IhIcI- 
iiy  to  tlic  deepest  and  most  manifold  experiences  of  tlie 
human  sou!.  It  was  "  out  of  the  depths  "  that  tlie  psalm- 
ists cried  to  ( ;,)(],  and  t!u;  deep  of  oih"  experience  answers 
to  the  deej)  of  theirs.  In  their  words  we  tind  our  own 
emotions  expressed  and  sie  our  own  experience  retlected. 
They  kriiw  what  was  in  man;  and  ihat  is  why  they 
"tind"  us.  They  !<nrw  th.'  straii^eness  and  tlie  sorrow 
of  life,  but  amidst  it  all  they  also  knew  Cod  to  he  their 
shelter  and  their  streni^th.  Never  have  there  been  men 
who  faced  more  honestly  the  pr()l)!ems  of  life,  or  felt  its 
pathos  more  keenly.  Life  was  a  mystery,  an.'  ''■•  v  knew 
that  by  searcliinj^^  they  could  never  fully'tind  ■anin'< 

out ;  but  they  searched  like  the  br.ive  men  tlu  >  wei  •,  till 
sometimes  their  hearts  ,v;rew  bitter  and  tiu-obbed  with 
pam  {-;i  :  2!).  'I'hey  voier  that  "sense  of  tears  in  mo.tal 
thin,^s,••  which  is  fell  by  all  who  look  with  fearless  arid 
unconventional  eyes  at  the  pain  and  surprises  of  life. 
They  exhaust  the  ran^e  of  metaphor  in  tryin;^  to  express 
their  sense  of  its  frailty.  It  is  like  the  i,M-ass  or  the  meadow- 
flower,  like  a  passing  shadow,  like  a  fleein:<  bird,  like 
yesterday  wIk'u  it  is  passed,  like  a  dark  ni^ht,  like  a 
breath  lli.it  jKisses  and  ne\-er  conies  back  (90:  4-6,  10; 
103  :  1 5.  \(^ :  7S  :  y>).  The  psalmists  are  i)esct  behind  and 
before  by  <  iiemies.  Throughout  the  whole  length  of  the 
I'salter  you  can  hear  their  ste.dthy  tread  and  listen  to 
their  venomous  words,  and  watch  them  digging  their  pits 
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for  ilif  mm  wlm  arc  ixitcr  lli.ui  tin  y.  And  t  \it  and 
.iiiMii  tln-iv  falls  npon  the  car  the  ^oh  y<{  a  linakiii^  licart 
llial  Iniij^s  to  lly  away,  and  l)c  at  rest,  and  lod^c  in  the 
wilderness,  far  from  the  stormy  wind  and  tem])cst  (55  ;  6- 
8).  In  such  a  world,  or  ;it  least  uith  such  a  mood  upon 
tlieni,  the  psalmists  feci  tlieir  homelessncss ;  they  are  but 
stran,v;ers  and  sojourners  in  the  'and  (39  :  12).  They  suf- 
fer and  they  toil,  risini;;  early,  and  sittin;^  down  I.ite  to  the 
cveniiiL^  meal,  .and  eatini,^  the  brcul  of  sorrows  (1:7  :  2). 
'I'liey  have  nf)  hope  nor  comfort  but  in  (".diI.  .Sm.all 
wonder  th.il  the  words  of  nun  who  looked  into  life  witli 
such  stern  sorrow  in  their  eyes  shoukl  Iiave  foinid  all 
thniu^h  the  centuries  ;in  echo  in  the  hearts  of  other  men, 
bowed  by  the  wiii^ht  of  .i^rief  or  persecution. 

Tile  refiiL;e  of  those  iiun  was  in  (iod  ;  and  more  per- 
sistently th.an  ;uiy  other  bock  in  the  I'.iblc  does  the  I'salter 
iiriii.i.,^  home  lo  us  the  overwlulmin;,.,'-  scnsi-  of  the  reality 
and  i)ersonality  of  ( ".otl.  The  sii;lit  of  his  ^r.-ieious  face 
w.as  better  to  them  th.an  abtmd.anee  of  ( orn  and  wine 
(4:'''.  ?)■  •■""'  lii^  presence  by  the  side  of  the  spirit  that 
w;is  jierplexcd  soothed  it  into  peace  a^-aiii  (73).  The 
"  stranj^vrs  .and  pil^M-ims  "  .are  yet  in  some  str;ins.;e  sense 
the  i^uests  nf  Cod  (23  :  5,  (  Y^  :  S),  daily  V'lth.-nm^ 
amund  his  hospitable  table  in  .a  world  that  is  full  of  his 
,i;oodness.  From  every  stnrm  there  is  .a  ri-fiii;e  in  the 
sh.adow  of  his  wini;s  (57  :  i),and  there  the  we.ary  snul 
can  lie  in  peace  and  look  up  with  a  smile,  like  a  weaned 
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cliiM  .III  the  Ixisoni  nf  Ilis  nidthcr  i  131  ;  2).  'I'ln-  psaltiis 
uviv  uiiiicu  ami  suii.i;  by  nun  v\  Im  rounuil  ( iod  tli.ir 
fri(  ml. 

<''h1    is   !l..-  Kivat  ivahty   ,,f  the  rsaltcr-alnu.M  nmre 
nal  tiian  ilk-  -1  uf  and  iHTscrutiuii  wlii.li  drove  ilk- psalm- 
ists I.)  Iiiin.      I'li,  y  soiiK-uiiK-s  forjict  their  pain  and  bi- 
wihkrinrnt  wli,  n  ilicy  see  itayainsttliafiiK-rcv.it  (.od  ■' 
which  is  -all  the  day  '■  (52  :  1  ,.'     Just  lu-rc  the  Wuuk  of 
Psalnis  has  a  notable  contribiitk.n   to  offer  to  practical 
reh'^ion.      Sn  l.in;.  as  sin  and  sorrow  coiuiiuie  to  form  part 
of  human  <  xpn  imie,  r.  h-u.n   will  rontimie  to  be  largely 
intnxspective,  and  there  will  always  be  the  danijer  of  for- 
K^ettini^Mhe  inspiration  <,f  the  mountains  and  the  sea  and 
tlu-"spl,-ndhi  bna.liii  nf  liu-  (,pen  skv."     There  is  a  ma.i;- 
nihcent  obj.viivity    al.ntit  the   ISahrr  which  cnu-s  as' a 
much  needi-d  ionic  to  a  l.wi  aiiaiyiic  tvp.-  of  rcll-i,,n.      \.,t 
without  meaning  arc  I'salins  103  and  104  placed  t<  ,;ether. 
The  simple   |iixiapnsiti,,n   remin.ls  us  that   the  Cod  who 
Rrants  h>r-iv,ncss  and  lualiii^  is  ais,,  the  ( ;..d  whos,-  ^lory 
IS  scattered  aiiout    the   earth     upon    its    hills  and   valleys 
and  seas-^and  whose  ,v^oodness  finds  fnod  and  shelter  for 
I'cast  ak  well  as  man.      'l  he   psalms  do  much   more  than 
search    the   drpihs    nf    the    heart,    and    nmre    is    neede.i. 
They  take  us  , Mil    int.,  the  open  air,  and   make  ns  lift   up 
our  eyes  t.,  th,-  starry  heavens  (S.  ly)  and  to  the  nmun- 
tains  of  Cnd.     There  are    psalms    in   which   man    holds 
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hardly  any  jjlacc  nt  all  :  notliint,'  is  to  be  stcn  but  sky  and 
earth  and  till' j^lory  of  (lod.  How  braciui;,  for  example, 
is  the  psahn  wliii  h  desc.ibes  the  storm  sweepiiij;  from 
Lebanon  in  the  north  with  its  sevenfold  peal  ot  thunder 
across  the  land  to  the  wilderness  of  Kailesh  in  the  south — 
whirling  the  oaks,  shivering  the  cedars,  stripping  the  for- 
ests— while  the  angels  in  heaven  look  on  with  pride  and 
shout  ••  (ilory  "  I  (2y)  I'salms  like  these,  besides  refresh- 
ing the  spirit,  and  enlarging  and  invigorating  our  concep- 
tion of  religion,  will  help  to  recover  for  i"s  the  lost  art  of 
adoration  (ef.  150). 

Ill  many  respects,  the  psalms  are  immeasurably  superior 
to  every  other  collection  of  hymns,  and  not  least  in  the 
extreme  simplicity  with  which  they  utter  the  noblest  re- 
ligious truth  and  express  the  elemental  tilings  of  religion. 
Their  simple  words  produce  a  stupendous  impression  : 

O  Ji'liovuh,  thy  love  i^  in  tlit-  heavens, 

Thy  luithfiihu'ss  rcachclh  tu  [he  ^kil■s  , 
Thy  rigtufousness  is  like  tin-  inouutains  cf  God, 

Thy  judgments  arc  a  gii-.tt  d(i|)  ( j6  :  5,  6. ) 

The  largest  things  in  the  universe  were  the  only  things 
with  which  to  compare  the  justice  anil  the  mercy  of  (iod. 
These  men  ^vere  at  home  with  thoughts  of  infinity  and 
eternity.  In  yet  another  respect  is  the  superiority  of  the 
I'salter  incontestable,  namely,  in  its  emphasis  upon  the 
moral  elements  in  religion.     The  psalms  are  never  tiabby 
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or  sentiipciilal.  but  always  stroniioiis  aii.l  s,-v,rr.  Tluy 
believe  anil  rt-jnice  in  the  statdy  worsli.i.  ui  thr  t-Mnpl,- 
There  is  no  time  wbrn  tiie  psalmist  is  so  i^lad  as  wh.-n 
tliey  say  to  bim,  "  We  are  jroin.t;  to  thr  h,,us,-  ,,f  [.Ho- 
vah  •■  (122  :  I).  Hut  they  never  allow  th,-mseives  to  forjivt 
that  acceptable  worship  must  be  the  fruit  of  a  true  life. 
and  tliat  the  only  man  who  dare  as<  end  the  holy  hill  is  the 
man  of  clean  hands  and  a  pure  heart. 

The    psalms    are   great  because   thrv   have  seized   the 
eternal  thinj^s.     Most  of  them  sprinjr  from  a  dehnite  his- 
torical situation,  yet  in  most  cases  the  tracesof  thciroriyin 
have  utterly  vanisli,  J,  and  they  articulate  the  pain  or  glad- 
ness of  the  universal  heart.      In.sensibly  does  the  psalmist 
pass  fn,m  the  ruins  of  Jerusalem  to  the  contemplitinn  ol 
the  ruins  of   the   universe   (,02).      The  experience  .,f   hu- 
manity  is  concentrat.-d  in  the  I'salter,  which  someone  lias 
described    as    "the    who!,-    music    of    the   human    heart 
•swept  by  the  hand  of  its  Makc-r."     That  is  whv  age  can- 
not witlier  its   inllnit,-   varuty,  and  why  on  the-  i)raisrs  of 
Israel  men  will  lift  up  their  hearts  to  (iod.  while  the  world 
stands. 
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I.    r/if  I'orvi  of  Jlihi-~,u  J'oi't'v 


The  principles  that  rt'v^ulate  the  form  n{  Hebrew  poetry 
are  as  iinicjue  as  is  the  poetry  itself.  Almost  all  tliat  we 
are  ri>;htiy  or  \vronij;ly  aei-Lislomed  to  associate  with  poetry 
iscliaracteristically  absent  from  the  poetry  of  the  Hihie.  It 
has  no  rliynie,  thoiij^h  there  are  sporadic  and  insij^nit'icant 
traces  of  this.  It  has  no  nutre.  at  least  in  the  classical 
sense  of  that  word  :  the  attempt  to  makt  out  hexameters 
and  pentameters  such  as  we  tind  in  <  >\  id  and  Theocritus, 
is  hopeless  in  the  face  of  the  facts.  It  has  no  uniform 
strophic  arrangement  m  the  <  Ireek  sense  of  tlie  word 
strophe — no  rci^uilar  recurrence  of  symmetrical  sections 
whose  correspondint,'  lines  accnratily  balance  each  other. 

It  has  not  indeed  these  thiiii^s.  but  it  has  somethiiii^' 
profoiuider ;  for  the  Hebrew  cared  more  for  sense  than 
sound.  Instead  of  rhyme  and  metre,  it  j^ives  us  rhythm 
—not  apparently  of  syllables,  and  not  very  cons|)icu(nisIy 
of  words,  but  rather  of  thou'^hts  .and  thim;s  This  dis- 
tin^niishin>(  feature  of  Hebrew  poetry  w.as  lirst  happily 
characterized  by  Robert  I.owth  (175^)  in  his  famous 
"  Lectures  on  the  Sacred  Poetry  of  tlie  H  brews  "  as  par- 
allelism, and   the  essence  of  it   is  thru  the   second   clause 
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of  a  ursr,  uhere  there  arc  two  clauses,  is  in  soin.-  way 
parallel  toihr  tirst.  uhether  as  a  repetition  of  the  tii.u^hl 
tlu  rem  .  ..lu.uned,  or  a  co-ordination  of  an  almost  similar 
tliouKht.or  a  contrast  with  the  thouKht  already  expr.-ssed, 
or  an  ami)hli.  ation  of  that  tlion^ht.  Of  these  four  types 
of  verse,  the  second,  wluch  is  known  as  the  synonvnious, 
and  the  third,  which  is  known  as  the  antithetic,  are  on 
the  whole  the  most  frequent  and  important.  An  illus- 
tration or  two  will  mak(!  the  usayc  clear  : 

Synonymous  parallelism: 

(a)  Li't  us  break  their  bands  asiirui.T 

And  cast  away  their  .  ords  from  lis  (Ps.  2  :  3). 

(1^)  .Sun,  hctliou  silcii!  on  Gibeon 

And  moon,  in  the  vaHcy  of  Ajalon  (Josh.  10:  12). 

(f)  Saul  haih  shiiri  his  tliousatids. 

And  I  ),ivid  Ins  tL-n  thousand;,  (i  S.irii.  18:7). 

Antithetic  parallelism  : 
(a)  A  wise  son  makelh  a  rhul  father, 

Hutafucjlish  M,n  i- thcliiMvinessofhismotlier(Prov   10 -i) 
(li;  j.-hov.ili  kn,,«,-tli  (h,-  way  of  the  rigliteous, 

Hut  the  way  of  tlie  ungoihy  sliall  i-eii-.li  (I's.  i  :  6). 

An  illustr;itit)n  of  synthetic  p.irallelism,  in  wlii.-h  a  new 
feature  is  added  to  the  original  pi.  ture,  may  l,e  seen  in  the 
psalm  last  (|uoted  : 

He  shall  be  like  a  tree  planted  by  the  ehaiuiels  ol   water. 
That  brin^eth  forth  its  fruit  in  its  season. 
Whose  h-afalsudotfi  not  wither  (IS,  1  :  4'). 
10 
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It  is  fortunate,  or  rather  \vc  miijlit  say  providential,  tliat 
llie  iliaractcristics  of  llcbrr\>'  poetry  arc  wliat  tlu-y  are. 
l-'or,  in  the  tirst  place,  the  form,  beiiii,'  so  elastic  and  so 
relatively  liulc  Ixmnd  by  vnh.il  cDiisidcr.itidns,  never 
fetters  the  tiiou^ht  :  all  that  has  to  be  said  c,in  l)e  said 
with  a  powerful  and  unconstr.ained  simplicity.  And  attain, 
such  poetry  suffers  next  to  nothuii;  from  traiislatiDii  mto 
the  prose  of  other  lanj^uages.  Indeed  the  prose  translation 
is  here  the  more  natur;il  and  faithful.  It  has  been  said — 
.and  not  witliout  some  truth— that  the  I'salter  positively 
loses  as  much  by  beini;  turned  into  verse  as  Homer  does 
by  beini^  turned  into  prose.  When  we  think  how  mucti 
would  have  been  irretrievably  lost  in  the  best  translation, 
had  Hebrew  poetry  been  characterized,  like  the  poetry  of 
modern  lan;-;u,i;^es,  by  rhyme  or  exact  rhythm,  it  is  hardly 
too  much  to  rei;arii  it  ;is  a  providence  that  the  essence  of 
th;it  poetry  lies  not  jirimarily  in  verbal  or  nutric.il  con- 
'^iderations,  but  r.ither  in  tti.it  tleeper  response  ot  tlioui,dit 
i.>  iliou'^ht,  wiiirh  can  Ix-  reproduced  without  loss  in  the 
st.alely  prose  of  another  l;m^uai,'e. 

We  said  above  that  Hebrew  poetry  h.is  neither  metre 
nor  stroplie  in  the  common  sense  of  those  terms.  This 
is  true,  but  with  certain  limitations.  With  rei;aril  to 
metre,  it  has  been  fnund  that  the  verses  in  sonj^s  of 
lamentation  usually  assume  the  form  of  two  lines,  of 
which  the  second  is  shorter  tli.an  the  tirst,  just  .is  in 
the  (Ireekor  Roman  clej^iac.     This  is  conspicuously   so 
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m  lUr   first    Unn   po.n.s   of    ,i..-   |;,.,,k  nf    l.,,„„.nt,.ti.,ns. 
ror  e.xariij)Ii-, 

lloA  iloih  she  sit  so  solitary— 

OiKf  full  of  people!  (i  :  i.) 
I  am  Ihc  man  that  has  known  misery 

Through  the  roil  of  his  wratli  (3  :  1). 

This  metre  is  usually  known  as  the  eleRiac,  or  ihr  (.inah 

metre-qmah  hein.^r  the  Hebrew  fnr  a'.iiri;,.;  i,„t  ..  h'.s 

to  be  ren,en,bere.l.  „n  the  one  iian.i.  that  th^s  nutre  .s  not 

always  use!  even  in  a  son.tj  of  mourninj;  (.  f.  ^  Sam    i  •  10 

=7).  an.!  on  the  other,  that  it  i.  oecasionallv  use.l    .,s  m 

Jsalm  ..,;7ff.,whereth.Teis,:nstram,.f  Lmimtano,,  at 
all. 

U-.th  rr^ar,!  to  the  strnph,..     ThM„..h  anvthin,.  hkv  the 
Hal,urat,-  strophu:  arrangement  of  a  ( ireei<  .  h„rus  is  ahen 
to  the  Hebrew  ijenms.  there  are  plienomena  whirl.  „n.ve 
conclusively  that  tin-  Hebrews  ,lul  oeeasionailv  reeo'^rni^e 
a  certain  arrant^enunt  wh„  h,  f,,-  u'ant  „f  ,  b'etter  word 
we  may  not  unfairly  eall  strop!,.,  .  c„n„.^h  ,t  ,se,jually  c..-" 
tain  that  it  is  n,,  regular  ronstiln,  m  nf  i|,.br.-w  v.-rse   -md 
the  attrmp,  to  .|,s.  ,n-er  it  ,n  ev.-rv  psalm  mus,  U-  vrm.r. 
n.xed  as  futile.      I!ui  the  mu>i,- ,!  not,,.  .sV/„/,     whafev-r It 
..n,>^ma!Iym,.ant-eleariyinciieates  a  pause  nf  s„m.-  kind 
•>nd  alw.ays  .-omeides  with  a  break  in  the  sense,     l-urther 
reframs  ueeur  at  intervals-thouK'h  not  appan-ntlv  always 
regular  ^- in  many  of  the  psalms  (46,  -,r,  57,  ^,5.  ,07.  ,36; 
etc.).      l-mally,  a   muuber  of  the   p.alins  are  alphabetic 
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—every  line  fas  in  Pss.  iii.  112)  or  every  verse  (as  in 
I's.  vO-  "r  t-vcry  second  verse  (as  in  Ps.  37)  beRinnin^  with 
,-i  new  letter.  Tliis  prnccr.r.  receives  its  hi>;hest  elabora- 
tion in  the  one  iumdn d  and  niiutrenih  psalm,  in  which, 
within  each  of  the  twenty-two  sections  devnted  to  the 
successive  letters  of  the  alpliabet.  each  of  theeijjht  verses 
has  the  same  initial  letter.'  These  facts  only  prove,  what 
there  can  luver  have  Ixen  any  rcasnn  for  doubting,  that 
the  Hebrews  were  capable  of  ^roni^mv;  their  t!u)iit;hts 
together  and  of  creating  a  larger  unit  out  of  t!ie  verses  thus 
grouped  together  ;  but  they  do  not  prove  that  they  were 
familiar  with  the  elaborated  strophe  of  the  Greek  drama. 

z.    The  I)rscri/>th'e  rower  of   Hebrew  Poetry 

Quite  apart  from  its  altogether  uni(iuc  reli;.,;ious  value. 
Hebrew  poetry  can  justly  claim  its  place  amony  the  great 
literatures  of  the  w  -ild.  It  combines  a  simplicity  which 
they  seldom  equal  with  a  brilliant  but  chastened  imagina- 
tion which  is  all  its  own.  Its  i->owcr  is  nowhere  more 
vividly  seen  than  in  its  descriptions  of  nature,  which  the 
rapt  eyes  of  the  Hebrew  poet  sometimes  see  touched  into 
glad  sympathy  with  redeemed  humanity  and  lit  with  the 
glory  of  the  latter  days.  In  a  word  or  two,  he  can  pro- 
duce the  clearest  pictures  and  the  most  startling  contrasts. 
The  sower  with  his  tear-stained  face  is  transffirmed  by  a 
touch  into  the  i;lad  reaper  who  comes  home  with  his  arm 

1  Fit  illustratiuns  of  alpliabetic  psalms  sec  .Aiiln-iidix  1|. 
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full  of  sheaves  (,.6  :  5,  6).  The  only  n,arnage-s„n.,  in 
the  I  Salter  (45)  shmes  u-,th  all  the  br.liiant  splendor  (,f  the 
fcast.  It  opens  the  j;ates  of  an  ivory  palace  and  shnus  us 
trams  of  bejeu-elled  ladi'-s  who  enter  to  the  ravishinj: 
sounds  of  music.  ^ 

But  it  is  in  his  descriptions  of  nature  that  the  HciMeu- 
poet  .s  seen  at  his  best ;   for  the  earth  was  his  Lord's   and 
it  was  covered  with  something  of  his  ineffable  glorv  '   !Ie 
has  the  tenderest  interest  in  all  animal  life,  and  a  robust 
though  not   subtle  appreciation   of  scenery.     He  dchVhts 
m  the  twittering  of  the  birds,  and  in  the  brooks  that  rush 
down  the  valh.ys;  !,e  has  heani  the  l„.n  roar,  and  he  has 
looked  with    won.ier  upon  the  sea  and    tlu'  great    ships 
(I04).     With  awe-struck  eyes,  he  has  watched  the  storm 
when   the  heavens  thundered  and   the  lightning  tl.shed 
and  the  black  clouds  poured  down  water  (77  :  ,7-,o|      He 
knows  the  terrors  of  the  sea,  wlien  the  waves  rise  nunm- 
tams  high,  and  the  hearts  of  the  travellers  melt  for  fear 
(107  :  23-30).      11^.  h,is  .seen  the  wistful  eves  of  the  wild 
beasts,  as  they  looked  up  exp.ctantlv  t:,  J-'hovah  for  tlieir 
food  ( 104  :  21  ;  ,45  :  ,5..     The  very  m,nnuains  prai.se  his 
name  (89  :  ,2,.     For  he  is  the  n,ight'-  Lord,  and  when  he 
draws  n,.<l,  with  his  'errors,  nature  st,.r(s  b.aek  in  fear-  the 
sea  tiees.  the  rivers  roll  back,  and  the  hills  trcnihie  ( i  ,4) 
These  .sc-n.-s  of  terror  are  often  matched  by  other  scenes 
of  .piiet  and  grac-iou.  beauty,  as  when,  in  theglorious  Mes- 
s.ani.-  days,  angels  lock  lovingly  doun  from  the  windows 
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of  heaven,  and  ri,;;htcousncss  and  peace  kiss  caih  other  in 
a  world  redeemed  (85  :  lo-i  1 1.  <  'f  ahnust  startiinc;  beauty 
is  that  other  pirture,  where  all  the  land  leaps  into  j^reen  as 
the  wheelr-  of  Jehovah's  ehariot  pass  over  it  ;  the  very 
desert  pastures  blossom,  the  happy  hills  are  cletlied  with 
lambs,  and  the  valleys  lauj^di  and  sing  (C^'^). 

3.    T/ie   Tliema  of  H'-brew  Foetry 

Practically  all  the  poetry  of  the  llible  is  relii^ious;  but 
there  are  many  trai'es  that  Hebrew  poetry  once  dealt,  as 
we  should  expect,  with  many  other  topics  than  rclij^ion. 
There  was,  for  example,  war  poetry.  The  warfare  wliich 
formed  so  conspicuous  a  feature  of  Israel's  early  life,  was 
celebrated  in  stirrini;  ballads,  a  brief  spec  imen  of  which  is 
still  extant  m  the  lines  already  quoted  : 

Saiil  hath  slam  his  tlioiisands. 
Ami  David  his  ten  ihnusands. 

Of  course,  is  Jehovah  was  the  (iod  of  Israel's  hosts,  much 
of  the  war  poetry  was  necessarily  also  relivjious  poetry — 
compare  the  songs  of  Deborah  (Jud.  51  and  Moses  1  F.x. 
15) ;  and  there  was  a  collection  known  as  the  liook  of  the 
W.irsof  Jehovah.  Then  there  was  the  poetry  which  leath- 
ered about  the  home — such  as  we  still  tiiid  in  fra,i,Mnents 
of  the  so-called  I'salms  of  .Ascent,  or  pii);rim  psalms, 
though  here  again  the  religious  touch  is  upon  it  (127: 
3-5;  128  :  3,  4).     Further,  the  marriage-fcstiva.  was  ccle- 
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brated  in  poetry,  a  precious  specimen  of  which  has  been 
preserved  to  iis  in  the  forty-nftli  I'sahn.  One  of  the  no- 
blest S(in,i(s  ill  anv  lit.-rature  is  written  in  memory  of  the 
dead  and  in  celebration  of  their  friendship  (2  Sam.  i  : 
19-27).  rrol)ably  miich  of  tlie  business  of  tjaiiy  life,  most 
of  whic  h  woul',;  then  l)e  in  the  open  air,  was  ac'companie.l 
by  strains  of  son-  To  tl,is  riass  I)elongs  the  quaint  but 
difficult.  Son- of  the  Well  fXum.  21  :  17,  ,8).  and  the  work 
of  the  reapers  and  vinta,t,re  gathen^rs  seems  to  have  been 
cheered  or  sustained  by  snatches  of  song  (I's.  129  :  8  ;  Is. 
65  :  8).  .\t  l)anquets  songs  were  sung  anti  p.jeti.-  riddles 
were  propounded  (Jud.  t4  :  14):  and  dirges  were  chanted 
at  funerals.  Of  this  large  variety  of  poetry  it  is  unfort- 
unate that  only  the  smallest  fragments  are  extant;  but 
they  arc  enough  to  show  that,  for  tlie  Hebrew,  life  with  all 
its  common  experiences,  no  less  th.m  rel:  ion.  was  en- 
nobled by  the  ministry  of  song. 


SOMK    l'K()i;l.f-Ms    OF    THE    ['SALTER 
I.    Ho'.i'  thr  Psaltrr  Grew 

It  is  very  plain  th.it  the  I'salter.  though  properiv  enough 
regarded  as  a  unit,  is  in  reality  a  collection  of  [:roups  q{ 
p.salms.  This  i  .idmitted,  on  the  f.-.ce  of  it,  by  the  divis- 
ion into  live  books,  the  condiuling  psalm  of  each  book 
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(41.  72,  89,  \oG)  hciiit;  marked  by  a  doxology,  with  the 
ex<  cpti.)n  of  the  last  psalm  of  the  last  book,  which  is  itself 
a  (io.xoloj^^y.  That  these  groups  once  existed  separately,  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  occasion?lly  psalms  from  one  group 
are  repeated  in  another  ;'  had  two  su.  ii  groups  been  really 
one  from  tfie  beginning,  there  would  have  been  no  motive 
for  the  repetition.  It  would  ahiiost  seM"!!.  too,  as  if  each 
group  had  attained  a  certain  canoiiicity  before  it  was  in- 
corporated in  the  final  collection  ;  otherwise  a  repeated 
psalm  might  easily  have  been  omitted  from  one  of  the 
groups  in  which  it  appeared. 

It  was  supposed  in  ancient  times  that  the  tlve-fold  divis- 
ion of  the  Psalter  was  intended  to  imitate  the  division  of 
the  I'entateuch.  This  is  probable,  for  it  is  dithcult  to  jus- 
tify the  division  on  internal  grounds.  Psalms  105,  106,  and 
107  cle.irly  form  a  group  by  themselves;  yet  the  tradi- 
tional division  of  the  Psalter  cuts  into  this  group,  throwing 
105  and  106  into  book  four  and  107  into  book  five.  Nor 
is  it  probably  due  to  an  accident  that  the  number  of 
psalms  in  the  fourtli  book  correspcmds  exactly  with  the 
number  in  the  third  ;  this  singular  correspondence  can 
only  be  regarded  as  intcntion.d  when  we  consider  the  fact 
just  mentioned,  that  Psalm  106,  the  last  in  the  fourth  book, 
is  inseparably  bound  up  with  Psalm  107.  So  far.  at  any 
rate,  as  the  last  two  books  are  concerned,  the  division 
seems  to  rest  on  artificial  grounds  rather  than  on  the  facts. 

•  I    r  example,  14  =  54-  40  :  13- 17  =  70;   108  =  57  :  7.11  anj  60:  6-12. 
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Indeed,  it  is  a  fair  question  whether  books  four  and  five 
do  not  in  reality  constitute  only  one  hook.  Speakitii;  gen- 
erally, they  are  more  marktdiy  liturgical  than  the  other 
books,  ;uid  in  oMicr  ways  they  stand  out  by  themselves 
from  the  rest  of  the  Psalter. 

One  feature  \vhi(  h  they  share  in  conmion  and  which 
differentiates  them  both  from  the  .second  and  third  books, 
is  their  prcvaiiini;  use  of  the  word  Jihoiuih  as  the  name 
of  deity.  The  second  and  tiiird  brniks,  on  the  other  hand, 
ordinarily  use  the  word  Elokivt,  that  is,  Cloil ;  in  the  first 
book,  agai''  the  prevailing  word  is  Jehovah.  It  w-ould 
hardly  be  natural  to  suppose  tliat  this  was  an  accident; 
but  the  psalms  which  are  repeated  from  one  group  in  an- 
other furnish  proof  positive  ,liat  this  peculiarity  is  actually 
due  to  editorial  revision.  When  the  fcurteenth  psalm, 
for  example,  appears  in  the  second  book  as  Ps.ilm  53. 
the  original  Jehovah  is  found  to  have  been  carefully  re- 
placed by  the  word  Elohivu^  The  two  psalms  are  prac- 
tically identical  in  all  but  their  name  for  God,  and  clearly 
it  is  the  pla(  e  of  Psalm  53  in  an  Elohistic  collection  that 
has  determined  the  change  in  the  name,  which  we  can 
thus  only  regard  as  deliberate.  Now  this  use  of  Elohim 
characterizes  book  three — or  most  of  it  (tops.  83) — as  well 
as  book  two,  and  suggests  that  books  two  and  three  ought 

'Tnic,  the  w  rd  Elohim  also  occun  in  Ps.  14,  Ijut  only  in  general 
phrases,  where  it  ij  naf  iral  and  appropriate;  cf.  v.  i,  "The  fool  hath  said 
in  his  heart,  there  is  no  God." 
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to  !:e  considered  t<)i;ctlier,  just  as  four  and  five  were.  \Vc 
arc  the  more  conlirinetl  in  tlii\  opinion  when  we  find  that 
tile  constituent  .groups  of  both  books  are  very  similar ,  in 
bnih.for  example,  occur  "  I'salms  of  Asapli  "  and  "  I'salms 
of  tlie  Sons  of  Korah."  The  r-'suii  then  i^,  to  vjive  us  a 
division  into  thrii'  .groups  instead  of  live  ;  the  first  book. 
Ji  hdvistic ;  books  two  and  three,  Klohistic  ;  and  books 
f'lur  anil  li\e,  Jehovistie. 

'fhese  groups  are  found  again  to  nsi  upon  f)ther  shorter 
(groups,  some  acknowledged  and  others  easily  discovt'red 
by  examination.  'I"o  the  former  class  belong  the  psalms 
with  definite  ascriptions,  or  example,  "  of  I  )avid. "  What- 
'vr  these  words  mean,  they  at  any  rate  point  to  a  (ollec- 
tiun,  or  collections,  of  psalms  in  some  sense  "  Davidic." 
Other  groups  are  almost  equally  obvious,  for  example,  the 
rii'<rini  psalms,  120  to  134.  and  the  Hallelujah  psaltns, 
14^  to  150,  The  great  hynm-hook  of  the  Hebrew  church 
i,;rad'.ally  grew  out  of  smaller  hymn-books,  and  the.se 
again  ultimately  rest  on  individual  psalms. 


2.    The  Authorship  and  Supt-rscriptions  of  the  Psalms 

No  problem  seems  so  easy,  and  few  are  in  reality  so 
difficult,  as  to  determine  the  ultimate  origin  of  these  indi- 
viilual  psalms.  Many  of  the  superscriptions  seem  to  con- 
tain information,  as  precise  as  it  is  welcome,  with  regard 
to  the  origin  and  occasion  of  the  psalms  to  which  they  are 
attached.     But  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  superscriptions 

«9 


IlltldlllK  tKJIl 


TJic  A/tssd^rs  of 


art-  not  nri,i,niial  and  intrj,'ral  to  the  psalms  iheinselvcs.  for 
the  supcrs(Ti|)ti(His  of  the  Greek  version  do  not  (jiiite  aijree 
with  (hose  (if  the  Ilelirew;  sometimes  they  assii;n  to  Da- 
vid (cf.  95)  Of  to  other  autliors  (for  example,  lla.t^j^ai  and 
Zechaiiah,  rf.  146)  a  psahii  uliieii  is  anoiiynioiis  in  the 
Hebrew,  and  sdiiielimcs  they  add  information  whieh  is 
not  warianteil  liy  our  Ih-lirew  text  (ef.  144,  where  to  "Da- 
vid," the  Creek  version  adds  "  ttJiirhini;  (;onalh  ").  Tlie 
Syriac  version  a,s;ain  differs  I)otii  from  the  (keek  and  the 
Hebrew.  H.-id  the  titles  !)een  orii,nnal  to  the  psalms,  sueh 
variety  would  liave  bee  n  impossible.  Tiiercfore  it  is  fair 
to  conehide  that  the  titles  are  no  part  of  the  psalms,  but 
were  added  afterward. 

Further,  the  superscriptions  are  sometimes  at  variance 
with  the  explicit  statements  of  the  liiMorical  books.  A 
curious  illustration  of  this  is  found  in  I'salm  34.  whose  su- 
perscription calls  the  I'hilistine  kint;.  before  whom  David 
feisfned  madness,  Abimelech  instead  of  Achish  (i  Sam. 
21  :  14).  A,;(ain,  the  superscriptions  are  sometimes  at  va- 
riance with  the  contents  of  the  psalms  themselves.  For 
example,  I'salm  59  contemplates  a  situation  in  which  cer- 
tain rxwA  an<l  blasphemous  men  i;o  about  the  city,  whereas 
the  superscription  assij^iis  it  to  the  occasion  when  David's 
house  was  w.iteiied  by  .Saul's  emissaries.  In  the  same 
psalm,  the  enemies  of  the  sin,i,'-er  are  described  as  the  na- 
tions, that  is  the  heathen  (cf.  v.  5). 

Nor  can  the  names  of  the  authors  any  more  than  the 
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occasions  assijjiicd  in  the  siipersrripti'ins  always  tic  rec- 
onciled with  tlie  contents  of  the  psalms.  David,  for  ex- 
ample, could  not  have  referred  to  the  ter.iple  a:.  Jeliovah'-s 
lioly  hill  (3  :  4).  as,  in  liis  tinu-,  the  temple  had  not  yet 
been  built.  Still  less  could  .\saph,  a  rcjiutcd  contempo- 
rary of  David,  complain  that  that  templehad  been  dev- 
astated (74).  If,  then,  the  superscriptions  are  not  strictly 
reliable,  it  will  be  next  to  impossible  to  determine  precisely 
the  author  of  any  psalm,  ;ind  even  the  occasion  can  only 
he  determined,  if  at  all,  by  an  cxaminatiim  of  the  psalm 
Itself. 

It  may  even  be  (juestioned  whether  the  Hebrew  phrase 
rendered  "  I'salm  of  David  "  was  ori,i;inally  intended  to 
imply  authorship,  thou^;h  undoubtedly  this  must  have 
fjcen  the  view  taken  by  the  time  the  historical  notices, 
which  appear  chiefly  in  the  second  book,  were  added. 
but  there  are  cases  wiiere  the  idea  of  authorship  is  alto- 
i^ether  excluded  by  the  simple  fact  that  the  psalm  is  as- 
si;^ned  not  to  a  man  but  to  a  senile!,  namely,  the  sons  of 
Ki;rah,  that  is,  the  Korahitic  i^niild  of  teniple-sini^ers  (cf. 
4:  to  49).  The  psalms  so  superscribed  form  a  collection 
which,  for  some  reason  that  we  are  left  to  infer,  was  asso- 
ciated with  this  particular  v;uil(l.  In  /ther  words  this  title, 
!";i;ether  with  the  kindred  title  "  I'sahn  of  Asapii,"  ap- 
[lears  to  be  a  liturgical  designation,  the  clew  to  which  is 
now  lost.  I'ossibly  the  title"  I'salm  of  David"  is  to  be 
similarly  explained,  especially  as  it  is  often  accompanied 
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by  the  certainly  liturjjirai  direction  rendered  ■  Idr  tlit« 
Chief  Musician  "  ill  our  Ijinlisii  Hihles.  and  the  Ik-brew 
preposition  rendered  l)y  "  of  "  and  "  to  "  is  in  botli  cases 
the  same.  It  is  easy,  of  course,  to  see  why  iater  ages 
should  have  believed  in  David  as  the  author  of  the  psalms 
with  which  his  name,  for  whatever  reason,  was  associated. 
He  was  known  to  be  a  ,s;reat  niinstiel  and  poet  (cf.  2  Sam. 
i),  an  anh-nt  worshipper  of  Jehovah,  and  earnestly  bent 
upon  building  him  a  temple ;  and  so  not  unnaturally  In- 
came  to  be  rej^arded  not  only  ;is  the  father  of  relijjious 
sonj;,  but  as  the  composer  of  much  of  the  I'salter.  Still, 
a  tradition  so  persistent  as  is  represented  by  the  sujjer- 
scriptions.  may  well  have  had  some  basis  iii  fact ;  and  it 
is  not  impossible  that  the  I'salter  may  contain  fragments 
of  iJavidic  sonij  (cf.  24  :  7-10),  thuuj^h  no  one  can  say 
for  certain  where  they  are. 

3.    The  riace  of  History  hi  iJie  Fsalim 

The  liistiirieal  mttices  contained  in  the  supers(Ti])tions, 
wh.-ther  valuable  or  not,  at  any  rate  furnish  indirect  testi- 
1,  Luy  to  a  fact  that  should  never  be  forgotten,  namelv, 
that  many  of  the  psalms  rise  out  of  dctinite  historieal 
situations.  The  experii-nees  which  they  rel]e(  t  may  he 
personal  or  national,  but  they  are  often  so  grapliic  that 
one  is  constantly  under  the  temptation  to  endeavor  to  as- 
sign dates  to  them.  So  far  has  this  tentlency  been  car- 
ried by  ilitzig',  who  assiv^ned  the  last  three  bool:s  of  the 
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; 'Salter  almost  entirely  to  Maccabean  times,  that  Noldtke ' 
fxpresses  the  sarcastic  hope  that  in  anotlier  edition  of  his 
( iiiiuiient.iry  on  tlie  I'salms,  he  will  supply  not  only  the 
year,  but  tlie  exact  date  of  the  composition  of  each  psalm. 
What  would  wc  not  j,Mve  to  know  dehnitely  to  what  day 
the  psalmist  alludes  when  he  wrote,  "This  is  the  day 
Jehovah  has  made"  (ii8  :  24)?  There  are  usually  sev- 
eral competing  possibilities  ;  and  many  important  periods 
of  Jewish  history  are  so  obscure  that  tiiese  possibilities 
may  be  more  numerous  even  than  we  suspect.  Very  prob- 
ably there  are  heard  in  the  Psalter  ttic  sad  or  happy  voices 
of  periods  that  have  left  no  other  echo.  Occasionally  the 
situation  in  a  psalm  is  so  graphic  that  our  own  hearts  are 
niuved  with  the  powerful  emotion  of  its  early  siii'^ers,  and 
yet  the  language  is  so  general  as  to  defy  the  effort  to  as- 
sign it  to  a  particular  date.  The  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
fourth  psalm,  for  example,  fairly  throbs  with  passion. 
The  dreadful  enemies  of  Israel  are  compared  in  turn  to  a 
sea-monster,  rushing  waters,  wild  beasts,  and  cunning 
hunters ;  but  who  the  enemies  were  we  can  only  guess. 
The  search  is  often  further  comp'iciled  by  linguistic  difli- 
culties.  '~  T  example,  it  is  not  always  certain  whether  a 
particular  Hebrew  word  is  to  be  translated  "the  land" 
(that  is,  Judah)  or  "  the  earth."  Again  the  word  for  "  the 
arrogant  "  differs  from  the  word  for  "  strangers  "  merely 
by  a  "  tittle  "  ;  and  the  word  for  "  nations  "  (=heathen) 

'  Die  alttestamentlitlie  I.iteratur,  p.  I2ij. 
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suffering;  they  an-  ttu-  victims  of  a  nlii;i<)iis  pfrsccutinn 
— "  killed  for  thy  sake  all  the  day  lonjj  "  (44  :  22)  :  tiu- 
enemy  are  not  merely  aliens,  they  are  l)lasphemers  {79  : 
12).  Above  ail.  the  temple  is  cruelly  and  wantonly 
assaik'd ;  the  woodwork  is  struck  with  axes  and  the  carv- 
intj  cut  to  pieri-s  with  hatchets  (74  ;  4  ff.).  Most  of  the 
quite  nuiiitinus  indications  seem  to  be  jHccisely  nut  by 
the  assault  of  Antjocluis  Kpiphanes  in  168  H.  C.  Net 
the  latest  commentator  on  the  I'saliiis,  Dr.  I",.  C.  Kiiiir, 
assii^ns  these  psalms  to  the  aijie  of  Nehenuah,  nearly  three 
cfuturies  before.  Such  Ihictuatioi  of  compctciu  opiiuon 
()ii.i;ht  to  teach  us  the  complexity  of  the  prohlnus,  and  the 
iniprobabilitv  of  attainiiii,^  irrefragable  conclusions,  but 
it  ouj^ht  iKit  to  blind  us  to  the  important  fact  that  very 
many  of  the  psalms  are  not  only  inspired  by  the  momen- 
tary passion  of  the  siii^^er,  but  rest  upon  the  lirm  basis  of 
history. 

4.  Individual  and  Collie  ti-rr  Psalms 

We  said  above  that  the  experiences  reflected  in  the 
psalms  were  sometimes  personal  and  sometimes  national. 
Of  late,  however,  it  has  been  doubted  whether  any  psalm 
represents  a  strictly  personal  experience.  The  speaker  is 
said  to  be  rarely,  if  ever,  the  individual,  but  ahvavs  the 
church,  and  the  "  I  "  and  "  my  ■  of  the  Psalms  are  not  to 
be  taken  individually  but  collectively.  Now  it  is  true  that 
the  Psalter,  in  some  form,  was  the  hymn-book  of  the  Jew- 
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ish  cliiircl)  in  post-exilir  times,  and  tint  the  wdrsliippiny; 
community  ;ipprnpriatfd  and  aiijiarcntly  fven  adapted 
earlier  psalms  to  its  own  special  use;  but  it  is  another 
question  whether  all  the  psalms  thus  sutii;  had  been  in- 
tended from  the  bcjrinmnj;  to  voiee  the  feelings  of  the 
community,  or  whether  some  of  them  had  aot  originally 
a  strit  tly  individual  and  personal  refereme.  The  (|uestion 
is  by  no  means  an  unimportant  one.  For  example,  I'salm 
i6  :  lo, 

"  riicHi  wilt  not  .ihanilon  my  soul  to  Sheol, 
Neither  wilt  thou  sillier  tliy  loving  one  to  set;  the  pit," 

if  interpreted  individually,  may  '  imply  a  belief  in  personal 
immortality;  whereas,  if  iiiterpret<'d  eolleetively,  it  im- 
plies no  more  than  an  assured  faith  in  the  future  (;f  Israel. 
At  the  lirst  glanie  it  would  seem  that  m.'..y  of  the 
references  are  so  minutely  personal  that  any  other  tli.ih 
an  individual  interpretation  is  unnatural  and  impossible. 
We  have,  fur  example,  references  to  birth  {ii  :  9),  youth 
(22  :  5  ;  88  :  15),  age  ami  gray  hairs.  It  is  hard  lo  believe 
that  such  a  prayer  as  this  : 

"  Even  uiilo  old   ifji'  .-iiul  ^T.iy  hairs, 
O  God,  forsaki'  nu-  not  "  (71  :  18), 

'  We  caiiiiut  pijsitivcly  say  must,  even  on  this  vie'v  :  fur  the  verse  may- 
only  express  tlie  individiial's  rcmtidence  in  his  reiovery  from  severe  illness, 
or  prrlups  In  his  immunity  from  the  sudden  death  which  overtakes  tlie 
wicked. 
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(.in  Ix'  anytliuii;  oihcr  than  llic  prayer  u\  an  iiidivulual 
man  for  himself.  Also  there  are  other  references,  so 
definite  and  even  jjrapiiic,  to  the  sickness  of  the  sinj^er 
that  it  seems  most  reasonable  to  interpret  tliem  as  the 
personal  l.uiitiu  of  a  siitfcrer  {(>  ami  38). 

lUit  here  it  is  easy  ti  deceive  one's  self  by  reading  west- 
ern ideas  into  oriental  literature.  It  so  happens  tli.it  both 
these  metapliors  of  ajje  and  sickness  are  used  in  ottier 
passages  of  the  Old  Testament  wlu  re  the  reference  is  m- 
disputably  to  the  lollectivc  Israel. 

.\i{e: 

Gray  hiirs  are  licre  and  there  upon  him  (that  is,  iiin.ti  P'phraim 

or  the  pt'opli-  ot  Israel.     Hosea  7  :  9). 
Hearken  unto  inc,  O  house  of  Jacob, 
And  all  llie  retiinaiK  ot  the  hoii^e  of  Isratd, 
Who  are  hurne  liy  me  Irutn  the  wunib, 
Wlio  are  tarriiil  liuni  the  lap, 
And  even  to  old  af^e  1  am  the  same, 
And  even  to  gray  hairs  will  I  carry  you  (Isaiah  46  :  3,  4). 

Sickness  ; 

P'rom  the  sole  of  the  font  to  the  head 

There  i-,  no  soundness  in  it  (th.it  is,  in  Judah)  : 

Wtjunds  and  bruises  and  festering  sores  (Isaiah  i  :  6).' 


'Cf.  Lowih's  Loctiires  on  the  S.-icre.  Poetry  ul  the  Hebrews  (Lect  VIII 
on  Poetic  Imagery):  "On  readinx  these  pass.i>;es,  some,  who  were  but 
little  acquaiiilecl  with  the  ^;eiilii5  uf  the  Hebrew  |i.>elry,  liave  pretended  to 
mquire  into  the  nature  of  the  disease  with  wliicli  the  poet  was  affected ,  not 
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Nothing  could  be 

in  Psalm  118  :  10,  where 


iin  my  youth  up 


clearer  than  tiiis.     It  is  hardly  less  clear 
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Though  an  host 

My  heart  shall  not  fear 


encamp  apainst  mr 


Though  war  arise 
Yet  will  I  lu'  tran 


against  mo 

l<ii!  {2^  :  3). 


less  ab-surdly,  !..  my  (ipiniim,  than  if 


rc.vcr  in   w 


hat 


they  hail  iierplexerl  th 


WJters  hai  «..ne  over  his  so 


river  he  was  plunged,   wlien   he  ,  umpi 


emsi-lvcs  to  dis- 
lains  that  '  the  deep 


28 


!    ( 


///('  1  salinists 


Introduction 


N, 


H 


I'inns    do  not  surround,  nor  do  liosts 


.-ill  individual  man. 


cnraniji  a;;ainst, 


■urtluT,    tlio 


p'^altn  so  suddcnlv— usually  fi 


situation    occasionally  chan,t;cs  with 


ui   a 


ins:,  tliou;^h  soincluncs  the  reverse— that  it 
n.itural  to  explain  the  transition  as  due  to  t 
sudden  consciousness  of   answered 
p-alnis  in  which  the  si 


■oin  entreaty  to  thankst^iv- 


prayer. 


IS  not  always 
ic  indivichial's 
\'>i,Mw,  the 


riL'-ers  assert  their 


own    riirhtennc- 


ncss  (.;4)  or  call  down  curses  upn  i    tl 
much  of  that  which  inakes  tl 


leni  offi 


u'lr   enemies    lose 
■nsivc  to  th 


moral 

sense,  when  they  receive  the  c-)llecti\c  interpretation. 
i  Uilhcr,  the  site  uion  is  often  conceived  on  a  scale  so 
stupendous,  and  the  consequences  attached  to  the  sin^er•s 
salvation  .ire  so  far-reach in,i,r  that  they  are  altoi;ether  in- 
applicable to  the  individual  ;  note,  for  example,  that  it  is  a 
jud.s^ment  of  the  tuitions,  in  which  the  psalmist  prays  to  be 
a'-qnitted  (7  :  7,  8),  and  a.^ain,  in  22  :  27,  the  ends  of  the 
earth  are  to  be  converted  to  the  reh-jjion  of  Jehovah  by  the 
deliverance  of  tlie  .^'in.t^er.  These  iar^T^  implications  are 
only  satisfied  by  the  assumption  that  it  is  the  church  that 
IS  speakin,!^.  This  is  put  beyond  all  doubt  by  the  case 
with  which  the  psalm  <an  .uli.ie  fr.Mii  the-  first  person 
s.n.^ular  to  the  first  plural  f.f.  Lam.  3  :  ,-3Qsin:<  40  ff 
phir.),  or  vice  versa  (I's.  66  :  1-12  plu.,  1^20  sin.^^). 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  tliere  are  mor-,  prol)ably  far 
^ri'.re,  collective  psalms  than  a  cursory  readin.i,^  of  the 
*'.-ker  would  lead  one  to  suppose  ;  but  it  is  ahnost  equally 
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certain  that  many  of  the  psalms  were  originally  indivkiual. 
Any  other  intcrprelalion  tends  to  rol)  them  of  tlieir  spon- 
taneity and  freshness.  Yet  these  psahus,  like  many  of 
Covvper's  hymns,  which  are  also  so  intensely  indivuiual, 
could  be  fittinijly  ailopted  -  in  many  eases  without  chan^ie 
—by  the  worshipping  church,  because  a  lyric  \  lich,  ris- 
ing above  temporal  and  local  considerations,  expresses  in- 
dividual em.otion  with  power  and  truth,  is  also  an  expres- 
sion of  universal  experience. 
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INTRonuCTIDN 

The  namepiven  by  the  Hebrews  to  the  Psalter  \%Se6her 
'.ehilhm.  or  book  of  praises.  It  contains  indeed  r^any 
snn^s  l)esidcs  those  of  praise-some  of  them  wrung  from 
t'rcaking  hearts.  Hut  even  in  the  saddest  songs,  with  only 
one  exception  (88)  there  is  an  undertone  of  eiiher  hope  or 
praise  ;  and  some  of  the  noblest  songs  in  the  Psalter  are 
altogether  bursts  of  praise.  Sometimes  the  praise  rises 
from  angel  iips  (29  :  9),  sometimes  from  all  the  elements 
^'n«!  forces  of  nature  (,48  ;  150).  but  oftenest  of  all  from 
grateful  Israel  herself  (103). 

Nature  reveals  the  power  of  Jehovah,  and  as  trulv,  though 
less  c  early,  his  love  ;  therefore  the  heart  of  the' Psalmist 
^va.  often  turned  to  songs  of  adoration,  as  he  looked  up  to 
ttie  sky  or  across  the  earth,  and  saw  there  Jehovah's  might 
u  nt  large.  '  It  was  he  who  executed  the  stupendous  work 
■>f  oreafon  (.04).  a  work  inspired  by  love  (33  :  5.  6).  and 
It  "s  his  wilJ  that  is  done  in  all  the  marvellous  processes  of 
"■-^ture  (.47  :  ,5.,8).     Hy  day  and  night  the  sky  is  eloquent 
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of  his  glory,  with  its  daniini^  sun  or  its  myriad  starrW8  •  19). 
That  j;lory  tlasht's  in  tht-  sionn  ttiat  sweeps  across  ttic 
land  from  I.ebanon  to  Kadcsli  (29).  and  shines  witli  tlii' 
gentler  light  of  love  in  the  bounty  with  which  the  desires 
of  every  living  thing  are  satisfied  ( 104  :  21  ;   145  :  i  5). 

It  is  all  the  more  astonishing  that  a(iod,  whose  interests 
arc  sustained  on  so  magnilucnt  a  scale,  should  care  for 
so  tiny  and  insignificant  a  creature  as  man  ,  and  it  is  this 
"  philanthropy  "  of  God  (cf.  Titus  3  :  4)  which  touches 
the  psalmist  to  his  noblest,  if  not  his  most  brilliant,  llights 
of  adoration.  This  great  Ciod  is  mindful  of  man  and 
visits  him  with  his  grace  (S  :  4).  Indeed  he  makes  it  his 
peculiar  task  to  stoop  from  his  heavenly  heigh.ts  and  lift 
the  lowly  out  of  the  dust  (113  :  7)  and  vindicate  the  cause 
of  the  oppressed  (103  :  6).  Especially  does  he  care  for 
Israel,  or  rather  his  love  is  exhibited  with  special  clearness 
in  his  dealings  with  Israel,  to  whom  he  gave  a  revelation  of 
himself  (147  :  19,  20).  The  power  which  planted  the  stars 
in  the  heavens  he  wields  in  behalf  of  his  needy  people 
Israel,  building  her  ruined  city,  healing  her  broken  hearts, 
and  gathering  together  her  scattered  sons  (147  :  2-4).  That 
is  why  history  is  '-o  supremely  worthy  of  stuily  (in  :  2), 
because  it  is  full  of  the  greatness  of  Jehovah — the  great- 
ness of  omnipotent  love.  For  that  loving  will,  which 
moved  in  creation,  has  also  controlled  the  course  of  his- 
tory (33  :  S-ii).  and  his  mercy  is  over  everything  that  he 
has  made.     His  kingdom  covers  all  space  and  time  (145) 
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food  to  tlie  luin,t;ry  (145  :  15.  i^O  and  forv;iv<ness  to  the 
prnitcnt  (103  :  3),  and  so  tenderly  docs  he  care  for  the  in- 
terests of  those  wIk)  worship  limi  that  he  is  ahiiost  more 
!i^e  a  fatlier  than  a  kin.i;  (103  :  13).  V^,  in  the  tender- 
ness, we  are  never  allowed  to  forget  the  .splendor  of  hirn 
'.'.-.!()  .Sits  on  liis  tlirone  in  tlio  heavens,  roix'd  in  lARStial 
light  (104  :  1).  To  the  psalmist,  it  is  not  enough  that  so 
glorious  a  Ood  be  adored  by  Israel  alone.  }lis  praise 
must  be  sung  by  all  the  world  from  east  to  west  {113:3), 
by  fire  and  hail.  i)y  star  and  tree,  by  beast  and  bird,  by 
man  and  mai.i  (14S),  With  a  multitudinous  .song  of 
pr.iisethat  rises  from  an  adoring  universe,  everything  that 
lias  breath  is  e.ilied  upon,  to  praise  Jehovah  (150).  Thus 
ends  the  I'salter— fitting  conclusion  to  all  the  doubt  and 
sorrow  with  whicli  .so  many  of  its  songs  arc  full. 

II 

ADORATION'  or  c;oi)  AS  KKVFALK.I)  .N  XATURK 

I.    Jehovah's  Glory  in  the  Storm  (29) 

Ve  gods  '  in  heaven  above,  ascribe  glory  to  Jehovah,  tiie  Xpp.ai , , 
l-"id  of  you  .all ;  yea.  glory  and  might  a.scribe  to  iiim,  for ',',;,i'-.,;',; 
these  are  his  due.      Kneel  ye  before  him  in  holy  array.        l^'kl'vai^ 

•  l.iter,-.lly  sons  „f  ,l,e  «o,ls.  The  refer,.,,,  e  i.  t.,  ,lu-  snperhum.n  l,ei„K, 
_  whether  wc  c,-,ll  them  ^...is  ..r  .u.j;eIs-over  whom  Jeh.,v.U>  prcst.lcs  (<  f 
J'b  I  :  (.;.  IV. 
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I'"()r  his  t,'li>ry  tlaslifs  in  the  stonii.  Look  and  listen  as 
from  nortli  to  south  it  sweeps  across  the  land,  with  seven- 
fold peal  of  thunder.  It  comes  from  the  sea,  the  great 
waters  of  the  sea.'  Israel's  i;lonous  Cod  has  thundered — 
thundered  Willi  niiijht  and  thundereij  with  majesty.  The 
storm  rushes  to  tiie  mountains  and  shivers  the  cedars,  even 
the  eiant  cedars  of  Lel)anoii.  Vea.  I  ehanon  leaps  like  .->. 
calf  and  .Sirion "  like  a  unii  orn.  Kocks  are  cleft  by  the 
liKhtnini^'s  flames.'  The  storm  leaps  across  the  land  to 
the  wilderness  of  Kadesh.and  make.s  it  tremble.  It  whirls 
lip  the  mighty  oaks  *  and  strips  the  forest  bare.  Then  all 
the  astonished  gods,  as  they  watch  the  storm  from  their 
palace  in  the  skies,  burst  into  a  shout  of  praise,  saying 
"(".lory!" 

From  his  throne  Jehovah  ushered  in  the  storm.''  He 
has  |)roved  himself  the  majestic  Lord  of  all,  and  he  remains 
Lord  for  ever  and  ever.  This  glorious  (lod  is  Israel's  (".od  ; 
and  the  strength  he  has  shown  in  the  storm  he  will  impart 
to  his  people,  and  give  them  the  blessing  of  peace. 

'  That  is.  the  .Mciliterr.ineaii ;   or  perhaps  the  sky,  the  waters  above  the 
earth. 

'-'  I'lie  I'hirnician  name  fcjr  Hermon  (Dent.  3  :  9). 

•  I'ossihly  s.iinethitiK  has  ilmpped  out  of  v.  7,  which  is  unusually  short. 

*  lietter,   in   this  r.mt<.'.\t,  tlian  "makes  the  hinds  to  calve."     No  conso- 
nantal chanKe  is  necessary. 

'  The  flood  seems  irrelevant  here. 
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2.    77if  1 1 'if, us,  of  tJw  I.'.avnis  to  Jli^    Glory  (19:  1-6) 

Ceas.ltssly  the  lieavcris  tdl  their  'stoiy  of  the  jilory  of  Th.  ...,„in. 
Cod,  tlie  miv;hty  Cod  '  wlio  madr  and  sustains  th 
•he  noon-.lay  and  the  niidniglit  sky  alike  the  silent  tale 
-  told,  their  voice'  ringing  out  to  ttie  ?nd  of  the  world, 
in  the  heavens  '  he  has  set  a  tent  for  the  sun  wliich.  beam- 
ing like  a  bridegroom  that  steps  forth  from  the  britial 
chamber,  enters  like  a  hero,  with  joy  upon  his  face,  sweep- 
I  ing  round  the  heavens  from  end  to  end.  and  shedding  the 
3  heat  of  his  beams  over  all. 

^1  3.    Jehovah's  Coodtiess  Rfvrulcd  in  Creation  (104) 

1  would  call  upon  my  soul  to  bless  Jehovah.     O  Jeho-  n.r  «i,.ry  of 
vah,  my  Cod.  thou  art  very  great,  clad  in  awful  snlend(jr  *" ''■  " '"" 
and  covered   with  a  robe  of  celestial   light.     TIkju  dost'^"^"'"" 
.stretchout  the  heavens  like  a  tent,  supporting  its  beams''"'"'^ 
:;i  wondnius  ways  upon  the  sea.     From  the  heaven  above 
•i.ou  dost  ride  down  to  earth  upon  the  swift  storm-clouds. 
1  hou  makest  the  winds  thy  messengers,  and  the  lightm'ng 
niv  minister.    Thou  didst  found  the  earth  on  pillars  which 
^liould  sustain  it  unshaken  forever.      The  waters  stood  up 

I  '  l::,  a  w„r,l  purposely  ,  husen  in  distinction  from  Jcho%ah   (v.  7  tT.),  the 

•  ^iver  of  the  law,  who  is  distiiiciively  KraePi  Cod. 

■'  Instead  ,,f  :,.,e^     Verse    ,   by  it.elf  ,s  .juite  poetic  ,    hut  in  this  context 
-^l-taally  as  the  metre  >s  against  the  verse,  i,  „  probably  a  prosa.c  inter^ 
ij'>iatiun. 
^<>r,  by  a  probable  emeinlati.,ii,  "in  the  sea/* 
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ippoiiit  for 
roni    rcturninj^r  to  cover  the  earth. 


nioiint-iins,  coverinv;   tlie  eartli  .tswith  ;i  i;,- 


haste  away  to  the  boundaries  which  thou  didsi 
them,  to  keep  tiicni  f 


Tf 


KTi  the  moimtaiiis  with  thr  s 


opiiii;  valleys  rose  up  into 


view,  and  throut(h  the  v.illeys  between  t!ie  mountains  the 
brooks  1  ;an  to  wind  their  way.  which  (}uench  the  thirst 
of  the  w.  1  ass  and  u[  all  the  beasts,  and  on  whose  banks 
the  birds  twitter  their  song  from  between  tl 


There  is  moisture,  ti 


dars  of  Lebanon,  planted  bv  lu 


e  l)ranches. 
>o,  in  abiuidance   for  the  ^'reat  ce- 


luunan  hand,  where  the 


birds  build  their  nest,  and   the  stork,  whose  tioiue  is  the 

cypress.     The  wild  jroats  roam  on  the  hit,rh  hills,  and  the 

conies  hide  amoni;  the  rocks  ;  but  even  to  the  hills  thou 

givest  drink  from  the  clouds  above  anil  salistiest  the  earth 

with  rain  and  dew.     Thou  makest  gr.ass  grow  for  thec.it- 

tle;  thousujipliest  man  witli  wine  and  bre.ad  to  gladden  and 

strengthen  his  heart,  and  witii  oil  to  niake  his  face  to  shine. 

.ti'.'iit  and  °^      '^'"'i'  I'it'-^t  make  th.e   moon  to  deternune  the  festival 

daV(<y-'3)    st'^sons.and  the  sun  has  his  hour  for  setting.     'I'hen,  when 

the  dark  night  comes  on,  the  wild  beasts  begin  to  stir,  and 

the  young   lions  with  angry  roar  demand  their  f(jod   from 

(".od.     Hut  when  the   sun  rises,  they  go  away  again,  and 

lie  down  in  their  lairs,  and  man  goes  forth  to  toil  in  safety 

till  the  eventide. 

()  Jehovah,  how  many  are  the  works  that  have  come 


'1  he  wwiider 

('.4-^'6/"      ^'■"'"  ^'ly  wise  creator  hand.    The  earth  is  full  of  thy  creat 
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urt-s,  Yondtr,  too,  is  the  great  and  spacious  sea,  where  sail 
the  ships,  and  within  whose  waters  are  moving  thing-,  small 
ar.d  great,  witliout  luiniher.  There  is  that  strange  mon- 
ster Leviatlian,  whom  thou  hast  created  to  play  therein.' 

Ail  thy  creatures  look  to  thee  for  food  in  due  sea- 
son, nor  do  they  look  in  vain  ;  lor  thou  givest  to  them 
with  open  hand,  and  they  gather  and  eat  to  their  heart's 
content.  When  thou  hidest  thy  gracious  face,  they  are 
frightened.  They  die  and  go  back  to  the  dust  whence 
they  came,  when  thou  takest  away  their  breath  ;  but  a 
breath  from  thy  lips  creates  them,  and  renews  the  face  of 
the  earth,  as  at  springtide. 

O  may  the  glory  of  Jehovah  revealed  in  creation  abide 
forever,  and  forever  may  he  rejoice  in  his  works,  as  of 
old  !  A  glance  of  his  makes  the  earth  tremble  ;  a  touch 
of  his  causes  the  hills  to  smoke.  I  will  celebrate  his  praise 
in  music  and  song  as  long  as  1  live.  May  he,  in  whom  I 
(it-light,  be  pleased  with  this  meditation,  and  from  this  fair 
workl.  so  full  of  his  goodness,  may  the  godless  be  blotted 
out !     liless  Jehovah,  O  my  soul ! 

4.  Nature's  Testimony  to  God's  Love  for  Man  (8) '■' 
O  Jehovah  our  Lord,  how  glorious  is  thy  name  in  all 
the  earth  !     I  would  sing  of  thy  splendor  in  the  heavens 


Drpendence 
of  .til  uiioii 
God  1^7-30) 


Gratitude  to 
Jehovah 
for  his  fair 
works. 
Jtaiiifd  only 
hy  sill 


Ihe  majesty 
of  (Jud  (i.  t) 


'  Mr  "  with  him." 

'  Ihis  psalm  is  a  good   connecting  link  between    the  first  group  of  our 
j.salms  of  adoration  and  the  second,     lioth  majesty  and  love  are  here. 

39 


CJ 


Ksalm  8  :  2  77,.    ir..  ^ 

/  lie    J/t\\<!(Tj^t'S    of 

with  thr  stamrnerinjT  lips  „f  .,  rlul.l-tlu.s,.  lu-av,-„s  tlr,t 
thou  hast  estabhsh.cl  as  a  fortress,  to  siln.x-  thy  ven.;. 
nil  foes. '  '» 

";:i?;r;;;'"'  ,  ^^'»>-""ook  at   the  nu.ln.j^ht  .kvw.tl.  the  moo„and 

«--■•-■'    'art '"'li^  ?'"  '"   'r«   "'"^^  '^'  ""•^-  '  """k   i'>  "'V 
d.„„„.„„         <art.     What  .s  man.  frail  .  h.l.l  of  the  earth,  that  thou 

<=  ^^  I'.nkest  o     h,m,  an.l  v.s.test  h,n.  ^  w,th  thv  Krace.  ^y.V^n^ 

'-"  '-t  httie  less  than  dn.,ne.-nul  crown,,,,  h,,„  w,th 
Klorya...  .lajesty  ;  for  thou  hast  ,„ade  hi„>  lor.i  over  all 
thy  creaucn.and  put  all  thin^^s  under  h>s  feet-heasts  ta,i,e 
and  w.ld  every  one.  fowl  that  tly  and  fish  that  cleave  the 
waters. 

rrJf'S .    ^V''  '""''  ""'"  "'"■•  '''■'  '  ''"'""^  "f  ''"^  ^'>V  conuesrend- 
(W  mjj  love,  would  1  hu,ni)ly  and  >,^ratcfullv  sin,l,^  '■  C)  Jehovah 

cur  Lord,  how  K'lor,ous  is  ti,y  nan,.-  „,  all  the  earth  !  '■ 

;.,:,::i";:;;;;;^;t';r ,:::'?/;::;' """ -''j^'™-- 

'  Ir.ii.ically  adaptcJ  liy  J,,l,  {;  ;  ,,, 

'IVrliaps  the  nearest  cijiiival.-nt   I.  Ilir  i,l,. .     i  ,\  •    •       . 

Ti,.  (-       ,  ,     .  4"'»a"n  I"  riie  hlt-a  ,,f  the  wurj    in  the  or  u  nal 

pussiDie,  as  (^ud  ,»  beiiij;  addressed. 
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III 


MH.KAIKlN  (.|.    Ji:ilo\  \|(   |,.K   HIS  I,,,VK  T 


0  HIS  I'Kni'i.K 


yflu'i'ah' i  .J/, 


u  . 


,•//<. 


/o-  Gootlness  (105) 


1  would  (.,11   upon  all  ilu-  powers  0}  tiiy  1.,..^ 
J.'hov.tii's  hnly  name,  m  iniii.lful  .^nititudc  f„r  a'li  that' 1 


to  h! 


las   clone  Inr    lilt 


For  li 


lias 


liealeil  the  SKkiiess  of  my  s 
lift;  from  the  )^rave,  am!  .set 
love  and  j)ity,  and  i^iveii  me  \ 
bire."  so  that,  like  the  e.i 


fo 


ess  Jel„,vali  is 
'"  I'f  prais<vl 
for  hi 


.ul. 


rgiveii  all  my  sins,  and  '"'''  '''-•»•• 


He  1 


las  redeemed  111 


mijsd  ^) 


iij>on  iiiv  head  his 


rouii  of 


lel 


lovah   e 


,^1 


1 


d  t: 


ini  voun 


lampions  the  cause  of  t| 


n.itiire  is 


live 


and  tliis  he  re 


iiiiK"^  to  my  heart's  de- 
v;  OIK  !■  more. 
oi)pressed,  for  his  11 


wnrds  that   he  spoke  to  .Moses,  and 


vealed  lon^  ai;o.  both  in  the 


!■•  ti.i'iirr  IS 


'iid  for  Israel     th.tt   lu 


ill  the  deeds  th.it  h 


pity  an 
(0  1..) 


\va 


'  'I'd  of  al 


)ouii,lin.i;  p.ilience  ,iiid   lovt 


^  a  Cod  of  |)iiy  and  i-ni 


"r  ciierish  liis.in;;er  for  ev- 


er. 


II. 


who  does  not  cliidt 


^ins  deserveii,  for  ov 


h.is  not  punished 


us  as 


III 


f  eailopv  o 


f  1 


us  niii;ht 


er  those  \\\ 
'■.'  love.        IK 


'-!ii-  world  between  us  and 


10  fe.ir  him  he  spreads 
•  has  |)ut  the  l<M..tli  of 


our  sins. 


He  el 


lenshes  toward  us  a  f.uherly  pity  ;  for  I 


'W  Weak  .iiul  frail 


We  Were  fasiiioned— 


le    knows  Man  is  frail 


mortals  whose 


I  In  the  individfjl  iiiterpretat 


-  Ih 


tt 


e  nK-aniiin  <jf  the  word 


IC  Sll  ^I1C^S  iiiav  hf  li 


not  dear  (v.  5), 
'Cf.  K.,;,s.      ri 


rcmierr'l 


tl. 


"I'.iith"  in  the  Kn^libh 


Iml  the  lu 

.f  Cu.l 
eternal 
Uj-iH) 


!<:•>?  i'.issages  rest  uii  Kxud, 
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Psalm  103  :  15 


TJic  Messages  of 


life  is  like  t'lc  meadow- flower  that  blooms  for  a  little,  and 

then  vanishes  before  the  i;lowin_i;  wind  that  rushes  up  from 

the  desert,     lint  far  other  is  the  end  of  those  who  bear 

Jehovah's  law  in  their  hearts,  for  toward  them  and  their 

offsprinir  the  love  and  mercy  of  Jchovali  are  eternal. 

iieUkitiK'        Yea,  and  he  is  as  mitjhty  as  he  is  merciful  ;  for  he  is 

father,  ?i^ess '•'^''(1  of  all.     From  hi*^  heavenly  throne  he  rules  the  uni- 

!;i|"^',y':';;;"'' verse.     (^  bless  him  then,  ye  valiant  an.i^els  of  his.  that 

obediently  do  his  bidding.     Bless  him.  all  ye  starry  hosts 

of  his,  and  nature  powers  that  do  his  will.     151ess  him,  all 

ye  works  of  iiis,  far  as  his  sway  extends.     IMess  Jehovah, 

O  my  soul  ! 

2.   iWitute's  Manifestations  of  Jt'J:  >va/i's  Love  and 
Pouhr  (147) 


I'raise  Je)io- 
vali  ('.  ir  lii-. 

niuilipolfllt 

luvr  ( i-f  >) 


Jehovah's 
hiv  iiiani- 
festeil  in 
nature 


Praise  ye  Je!io"ah  our  C.od,  for  it  is  ;;ood  and  seemly  to 
sini;  his  praises.  He  it  is  who  builds  the  walls  of  Jerusa- 
lem, md  j^athers  her  outcasts  home,  and  binds  the  wound- 
ed heart,  for  all  power  is  his ;  he  is  the  great  and  mighty 
Cod  of  int'mite  wisdom,  who  names  .and  numbers  all  the 
stars.  Those  who  are  bowed  he  helps  \y\  but  the  god- 
less he  !)rings  down  to  the  ground. 

Sing  scngs  of  thanksgiving,  tlien,  to  him,  and  praise 
him  with  instruments  of  music,  for  he  bringeth  'he  black 
clouds  over  the  sky,  which  pour  rain  upon  the  earth  and 
make  the  grass  grow  upor.  the  hills  for  the  cattle  and  herb 
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the  Psahnists  I'salm  33  :  4 

Kir  ilk'  'KTvicc  of  ni;.a.'     V.wm  the  ravens  he  feeds  when 
liiey  cry. 
J'hovali  cares  naui^ht  for  thiiisrs  of  jiridc  and  siren,i,nh.  A.^  In- I.,v, 


huiiililt; 
trust,  bii 


es 


1'   IS  not  111  the  niiijhty  war-liorse  nor  in  tlie  tleet  runner, 

ili.u  he  dchi^hts,  but  in  liiose  who  fear  him  and  trust  jn ''''"^^ !'">''= 

111--  li.  .e. 

<  >  Jerusalem,  praise  Jehovah  thy  (lod,  for  he  makes  thy  Hisgu,,.!- 
t;  ttes  strong'  and  brin,i,'s  peace  to  thy  borders.  He  blesses  jerLaiem 
thy  people  and  feeds  them  with  rich  and  abundant  fare,     l'^-'*) 

He  sends  forth  his  word  '  like  an  angel,  and  swiftly  it  The  revela- 
runs  to  tl-;  earth,  bringinj;  the  showers  of  fleecy  snow  ''^""'"''* 


r  and  scattering  the  hoar-frost  like  ashes,  throwing  down";"" 

fa  ;ce  hke  crniii[)s,  ,inu  freezing  the  very  waters.     A'    in  he 


power  Ml 
re 
5-18) 


sends    foi        ills    angel-word,   which   raises   a  wi:...    that 
thaws  the  waters  so  that  they  flow  again. 

Jdiovah's  word  is  1,    ^hty  in  revelation  as  in  nature  ;  The  revela- 
aiul  tint  mighty  word  of  his  revelation  he  has  given  to  l^.- ',' ;;f  ^'a.-l 
i  rarl  alone  :  for  only  to  lur,  and  not  to  .another,  has  iie*''^"'"^ 
imparted  a  knowledge  ui  his  law.      Praise  ye  Jehovah. 

3.   Jf/i07'ah  t/ic  Preserver  of  his  People  {y^ 

0  Israel  !  sing  glad  songs   of  praise   to   Jehovah— for  Call t.  Israel 
t'.is  is  scenily^and  pl.-v  upon  the  cithern  and  harp.     Sing  j^i'/.'^l^'^* 

■  I  nrw  song  and  play  loudly  to  the  sound  of  tiie  trumpet.    (■') 

1  •>■;  the  promises  of  our  God  to  his  peoj)le  .are  sure,  and 

'  S.I  the  tlreek  version.     The  verse  Is  a  ijuotatiuTi  from  1.4  :  14. 
'■'  The  wuril  is  pcrsuiiified. 
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The  Mi'ssai 


iS    o 


'/ 


Mis  pur- 
(iitsr-i  are 
sure 
(•(.  5» 


faithfully  he  piTfnrnis  thciii.     llisrciv^n  is  just  and  kind, 
for  it  is  liis  dtlii;lit  to  jn(lv;c  justly,  .and  tht-  t-arth  is  full  of 
lii.s  kindness. 
Mis  |.n-e  is         His  love  is  ;is  old  .as  creation,  wlun  he  ni.ide  the  heavens 

seen  iii  the  •   i       i      ■  i 

rreat.oii  urui  With  tlieir  Starry  hosts,  anil  by  that  love  he  still  •jvcrniore 
!TtiK.  w'ria  !^"^t;<i'i«  -'"li  preserves  the  world,  keepin.y;  th-  waters  of 
<(.-,ji  [1,^.  j;^,-i  i,i  [ij^.,r  pi.^,,^._     ij^.forc  this  nnghty  (",od,  the  God 

of  Israel,  it  is  meet  that  every  knee  should  l)ow  in  reverent 
fear  ;  for  he  it  was  who  called  the  world  into  beint^. 
His  love  As  his  will  was  done  in  creation,  so  must  it  also  be  done 

seen  111  ilie  . 

preservatiuu  m  history.  I  liereforc  the  ])urposes  of  the  peoples  who 
froin'iier  opposc  him  hc  Utterly  confounds,  while  his  own  jiurposes 
c;|c:iiu,  stand  forever,  ami  fullil  themselves  throughout  the  j;en- 
erations.  O  how  h.ippy  is  tiie  people  that  has  him  for 
their  Cod  -the  people  \\r  has  chosen  for  himself.  From 
his  dwelling-place  in  heaven  he  looks  down  upon  the 
earth,  and  all  the  people  upon  it;  and  he  sees  the  secret 
thoughts  of  all  the  heart?  which  he  h,is  made,  and  frus- 
trates the  purposes  of  those  that  are  opposed  to  him, 
blessing  the  pe<;ple  whose  trust  is  in  him  alone.  For  an 
army  c.tmiot  save  a  king,  nor  can  strength  insure  a  war- 
rior the  victory 
horse  is  vain.' 


nil   eVv.n   the  help  of  a  powerful  war- 


'  It  is  dilti.ult  to  say  whether  this  is  a  Kttieral  wr  a  parti,  iilar  asserti.,:i.  If 
tlie  versos  (i(,,  17)  have  s..iiie  iletinite  situation  in  view,  as  it  W..11KI  rather 
seem,  the  raeiitiun  ui  the  kiiiy  wutiM  make  the  ijsahii  almost  certainly  pre- 


exilic. 
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V,\\i  sec!  all  true  help  comes  from  Jehovah.     He  pra- May  thi» 
ciously  watches  over  all  who  fear  him  and    hope  in  his ','i',y,'|™"' 
love,  prescrvinj,^  them  from  pestilence  and  famine.    There- "^■^') 
fore  with  ^\:n\  and  rcvcn  -t  contidence  we  wait  for  Jeho- 
vah ;  our  help  and  defender  is  he.     O  our  (",.»!  !  jti  thy 
mercy  rest  upon  us,  according  as  wo  hope  in  thee. 

4.    Jt'/iov all's  Incoviparahlc  J'oTinr  and  Love  (115) 

vVhen  we  beseech  thee  to  reveal  thy  glory,  O  our  God.  vin.!ir.-,te 
it  is  not  for  our  sake,  but  for  thine  own.  that  the  con-  ;,am^;'.'o'"" 
stancy  of  thy  love  to  Israel  may  be  plain  to  all  the  world,  if"^^'^'^ 
and  that  the  heathen  may  no  longer  challenge  us  to  prove  '  ^ 
t,;,'it  v,c  iiavc  a  Ciocl.     Oui  Cod  is  invisible,  for  his  home 
is  m  the  heavens;  but,  unlike  t^e  heathen  gods,  ho  is  om- 
nipotent ;  all  that  he  wills  he  does. 

The  heathen  idols  are  silver  and  gold,  the  work  of  men's  in,po,enry 
hands.     They  have  mouths  that  cannot  speak,  eyes  that  ^t^'lii^n 
cannot  see,  ears  that  cannot  hear  a  prayer,  nostrils  that  K'^'Im4-8) 
cannot  smell  the  savor  of  sacrifice,  hands  that  cannot  feel, 
feet  that  cannot  walk,  and  throats  from  whicli  no  sound 
can  come.     May  those  who  make  them  and  those  who 
trust  in  them  become  impotent  as  they  ! 

lUit  far  other  is  Israels  God.  Ve  people,  priests,  and  Jehovah  is 
I>ros.'lytcs,  trust  all  of  you  in  Jehovah.'  for  helper  and  de  [^'""""•■'^'y 
Inulcr  is  he.^  *''  '" 

'  1  lie  r.rcelc   version  reaJs  in  v.  .;  ff..  Israel,  etc  .  lu^fid  in  the  i,ord-a 
f.i't,  n.A  an  appeal.  2  N,„^.  ,i,e  refrain  in  the  ..riKlnal. 
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The  Mcssaf^cs  of 


Tflirivari  rr- 
nif*nitiers 
and  hlcsses 
his  own 
(w-ij) 

Thr  living 

will   ll|p>.s 

Ichnv.ih 


The  Kroat- 

nc-^s,  >;,,,, (I, 
tic-s,  anil 
jiislic  c  c.f 
<io(l  (l-io) 


^<M,  he  ,s  m,n,lf,il  of  „s.  and  1,,-  u-,11  I.I.ss  us.  one  and 
a  1-Pcople  pncs.s  and  prosclyr.-s  .„„.  I.oth  h,,d.  and  low 
May  f-'hovah  nuik.ply  and  l,k.s.s  you  !  for  he  ,s  th-  mi.duv 
cr-^'        I  if  heaven  and  earth. 

ic  heaven  is  i.,s  i.onie,  but  the  earth  is  liis  trjft  to 
"H'n  ;  .md  by  the  hv.ng  „,en  upon  u,  not  by  the  silent  dead 
-..ath  „,  shall  he  be  praised.  So.  as  for  ns.  we  wUl 
"!■  ss  Jehovah,  now  .uid  evermore.     ] 'raise  yc  Jehovah. 

'""  '"  J^KKi  s  t^eacviption  (iii)' 

I  will  pive  thanks  to  Jehovah  with  all  tnv  heart  in  the 
congregation  of  Israel  the  upright.     For  ot,;  history  is  full 

of  Ins  irrace  and  nower.      f;r..-,r  •,,-,.  1,;..  .1 1^ 

"f  study  by  .all  who  love  them.  Cdc.rious.  majestic  and 
^Urna!  ,s  his  salvation.  Me  has  made  his  marvellous 
deals  to  l,e  for.  ver  remembered.  He  is  full  of  gr.ace  and 
I»ty  I-ood  he  ,^nves  to  those  who  fear  hun  ;  he  is  ever 
t"MK  fu  of  his  covenant.  He  revealed  his  power  to  his 
people  by  '^^^■■m^  them  Canaan  for  an  inheritance  All 
that  he  does  is  faithful  and  rit^ht  :  all  that  he  ordains 
abides  eternally  sure  and  steadfast,  and  is  e.xecuted 
with  unswervin.i;  justice.  He  redeenu>d  his  people  out  of 
i--v^ypt,  ai  d  theivafter  ,i.;ave  them  the  law  to  obev  forever. 

^...l;»;:.::!;;;r,„-::;^;:;,:-;-„;:;r -■ - 
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I'salm  145  :  3 


Holy  and  auful  ,s  he  ;  ,0  arknruvI.dpo  him  ,s  the  essence 
praisr  endureth  forever. 

6.   Jehovah's  Love  to  the  Lo-.,>/y  (,,3) 
^jVa,se_  Jehovah,    ye    his   servants,    praise     h,s    nam..  P.;.,,,. 
■•'^-^fu    ne  nis  name,  now  ami  f„rever.     J 'raised  be  his  >'■""''■">< 
name  by  all  peoples  from  cas,  to  west.  :::^^t 

--  is  ..^  aw(,vv    ii.e  wiioic  word,  eN  1  ted  his  irlnrv  i-      l 
^^yond  the  heavens,      ^^■hat  ,od  is  l,ke  IsraepJ  ( -^l  ^^     ^^.;t-^ 
-'"    ,s  lofty  throne  in  heaven  looks  <lown  to  the  earth  -^e^e?;.. 
npon  the  ert^shed  and  nee.ly,  and  raises  then,  up  fron,  th.  u^'^^'^ 


'  1.1,,.  - ..>...v,T  lULiM  u\)  irom  rnc 

f  I        uuM, uu.  cum,,n,..,  and  places  them  by  the  side  „f 'the  nobles 

'    Y  P-I'i^  •=     He  assures  the  barren  won,an  of  a  home ' 

•""1  makes  her  the  happy  mother  of  <h,ldren. 

7-  An  Invocation  (117) 
I-vt  all  the  world  praise  IsraePs  Cod,  fc.r  his  love  and  (   ,„ 
cor^staney  toward  us  are  mighty  and  everlastu.,..  ""' 


(!,^) 


IV 

AMOKATH.X    ,  .f    JKMOVAH's    ,;,,OR,ofS     K.N,.,K,M 

'•    7' /'-'-'"/''J   y.vJ^  .///,/  (;;,/.-/<-/o-   Rule  (145,^ 

'  ^^'"-^'"'^!>ee,  my  c;od,(.  Kin,-,  forever,  and  praise 
">    "an,e    eontnmally.     Thy  .rcuness   is   unsearrl, able. 

'  ''■"  -■  ai^arculy,  „r,.o,„.  her  ,Iis,n,ss..l.         .  An  al,,l,ah.„.  p.„,„. 
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It 


<•  p'lwor. 


to 


all  praise.     One  a.t,'e  proiu 


lly  tell.^ 


andthe  Hlcir 


U 


ireviT 


{i-'O 


another  the  story  of  thy  mighty  works.      They  tell  wit 
joy  the  wondrfxis  tale  of  thy  glorious  and  terrible  deed<- 


in    whieli  was  re 


veale( 


1  tliine    abundant    and  memorable 


love  :  and  their  story  of  thy  great  and  wondrous  works  I 
too  will  ponder  and  tell.  Thou  art  a  <;od  of  graee  and 
pity,  of  great  patience  and  love,  kind  and  pitiful  toward 
all  that  thou  hast  made.'     All  thy  -vorks  praise  thee,  thy 

saints  hlci;*;  tli(>f"     ffllititr  tr»  t'...   ll•/^.■l,l   ,,f  .1,.. :     t. .  1.1 

'^"'  ^«,  -^  ....    ..  v..  .V,  wi  un   juigiiL  aiiu  my 

glorious  kingdom,  whose  sway  is  everlasting.  Thou  nrt 
faithful  in  all  thy  words,  and  gracious  in  .ill  thy  deeds,' 
supporting  those  who  fall,  and  lifting  those  wlio  arc  howcil 
down,  in  due  season  sui^plying  from  thine  open  h.ind  the 
needs  of  all  thy  creatures,  as  they  turn  to  thee  with  ex- 
pectant eyes.  In  deed  and  word  thou  art  gracious  and 
kind,  ready  to  hear  tiie  cry  of  all  who  call  upon  thee  in 
sincerity,  ready  to  helji  and  satisfy  and  save.  All  who 
love  thee  thou  dost  preserve,  but  the  wicked  thou  dost 
destroy.  May  praise  and  blessing  rise  to  thy  holy  name, 
not  from  my  lips  alone  but  from  the  hearts  of  all  men 
everywhere  forever ! 


2.    Jehovah  the  Unfailing::  Protecitr   (146) 
I  would  call  upon  my  soul  to  praise  Jehovah  my  God. 


Jfliiiv,->h 

wTlhvof  .ill  ,  11  •  '  '  '  "'  ^     "  '■     

.rMitiiierice     I   would  praiEe  him   in  song  as   Ion"  as  I  live      For  he 
(1-4)  "^  " 

»\.R,rf.  ,n,:s.         -This  vcrw  is  ad.lcl  from  the  (Ircek.     1 1  represent. 
the  x-stan^a,  which  is  waiitiiiK  in  ihc  Hcurew. 
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Cod   Al 


mi 


'Shty, 


f'lly  to  put  roiifi(]cnre  in  pr 


■md   worthy  nf  all  rnnfidenco.      It 


IS 


mortals,  with  bodies  that  re 


inccs,  who  are  hut  inipoient 


tl'-,t 


perish  when  the  breath  of  hf- 


turn  to  the  dust  and  purposes 


111  h.- 


f  IS  i^one 


I'l  is'race 


.W.stt.en,an  Whose  hope  and  help  are  in  then.. 
'■  '<1  "f  Is  ael,  the  s:reat  creator  of  heaven  and  ear»h  n,„  f'""  « 
-a.  an.    all  that  is  in  them.     He  ,s  .ver  faithful  'to' t'h?"" 

-ause  of  the  oppressed:    he  feeds  ,1,.. _..  ,        "- 

tl.^  pnson^s  free.  He  „ves  si,ht"to  ;hrb;h;d:;;;n: 
--the  fallen.  He  loves  the  ri.hteou.s.  defends  the 
^'r.m.^.r  sustains  the  orphan  and  the  widou- •  K...  Z 
.0.  ess  he  turns  into  paths  that  lead  to  ruin,  o'zi;;;;  ^h^ 
<  ""1  's  King,  world  without  end  ^ 


NATI-RK'S    CAI.r    T„    UNTv  KRSAt.    PRAI.SE 

I.    The   Unh'ersal  Ace /aim  (148) 

I-^'t  heaven  and  earth  and  all  th.t  is  therein  nnis.  T.   n   ■ 
'-;••''>  f-  h.:s  redemption  of  Israel.  ^'"^  ^"  l:^:^^^ 

I'-aisehim   from  the  heavens  on  hi^h,  all  ye  his  an^el  < -'")'"■""' 

:':h:::rrh^'"'r"^''^^^-'^'''«'^-^S 

s'lturuith  the   heavenly  oeean.     Praise   ve   lohm.^t,' 
";-.  for  by  his  eommand  ye  were  ushc^e     i  j  '^  ^^^ 
■'A  by  h,s  power  ye  eternally  stand  in  obedience    o  hS 
law,  which  ye  may  not  transgress.  " 
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IVal^r  irho-      Traiso  Jelinvali  from  tin-  earth  :  the  dccii  and  its  ninr 

vah,  all  thai  ......  . 


is  nil  parlh 
animatr  an 
inanimate 
(7-1^) 


TTnivfr^al 
praise  (i-'O 


stors,  fire  and  hail,  snow  and  vapor,  stormy  wind  that  does 
liis  biddinc;.  mountains  and  hills,  fruit-trees  and  redars  all 
beasts  wild  and  tame,  thinj^s  creeping;  an(i  winjjed.  And 
last  and  hi);h('st  of  all  let  man  '  join  in  the  universal  ac- 
clamation :  kintjs  and  peoples  all,  princes  and  judges  all, 
youui.>i  .liid  iviciidons,  old  and  youi'.v;.  I'raisc  yc  Jehovah, 
for  his  name  alone  is  exalted  :  his  ;;;!ory  stretches  over 
cartii  and  heaven.  He  has  advanced  to  honor  the  people 
he  loves,  even  Israel,  whom  he  has  brouv;ht  into  fellowship 
with  himself,  and  they  praise  him,  one  and  all. 

2.   A    Triumfihant  Burst  of  Praise  (150) 

Praise  Cod  in  his  heavenly  sanctuary.  Praise  him  in 
his  mighty  firmament.  Praise  him  according;;  to  his 
mijjhty  deeds  and  his  abundant  ijreatness.  Praise  him, 
ye  priests,  with  the  trumpet.  Praise  him,  ye  I^evites  with 
the  harp  and  cithern.  Praise  him,  ye  women,  with  the 
timbrel.  Praise  him,  ye  people  all,  with  dance  and  stringed 
instrument  and  pipe,  with  the  clear  and  clashing  cymbals. 
Let  everything  that  breathes  praise  Israels  God. 

'Man  last,  as  in  Genesis i. 


5° 


PSALMS   OF   REFLECTION 


INTkonr  cTioN 

To  judge  bv  ihnr  extant  iit.rat.rc.  and  by  u,e  general 

|s   o   ,  ..,rn.nd.  the  Hebreus  had  no  ,er.,u.s  for'pecu- 

"    ■  th.   ,ght.     Sustained  rcHe<  t,on  of  any  kind  seems  to 

'u   been  ahen  to  them;   and.  whc-,  we  do  find  some- 

'lii"k^  approachmg  to  it.  as  vve  do  in  the  Honk  of  Job  it 

■  .-n-mrates  itsdf  t,pon  the  probIen>s  of  n.ora.  .-xp.Wen^e. 

"•■=•  though  there  ,s  little  connec.d  discussion,  t' ere  is 

i"  tl-e  psalms,  n,any  a  swift,  deep  glanre  into  tl     p:     ,.' 

Inm.  wh.ch  shows  how  keenly  they  were  felt  by  the  mor. 

••arncst  spirits  of  Israel  (73  :  21).     Life  wis  f.lf   Jr 
,      ,  v/j     -1;.     Liie  was  felt  at  times 

to  b,    lee  mg  and  en,pty.  like  a  breath  or  a  phantom  (39  • 

V  6,   fra,!  as  a  dream  or  a  wild  flower  (90).     Men  who 

'frankly  at  it  with  the  desire  to  find  the  presence  of 

.'  .  there  and  the  recognizable  operations  of  divine  law 

Ijad^ofu^  u^confess  that  their  hopes  v  .re  not  satished  b; 

The   uglust  of   thos.    facts  was  the  presence   of   the 
Uicked  (.04  :  35  ;  ,3,^  :  ,9  ff  ,   ^^j  ^^^  ^^^^  torturing  was 
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his  prosperity.  'I'lu-  Ij.nkjLjroimd  of  tlic  psalms,  a^^aiiist 
which  tlie  sorri.wful  timircs  of  the  psalmists  staii<i  out, 
is  aiiytliiiii;  Imt  an  attrai  tiw  otic.  There  the  cruel  are 
j^'atheret}  together,  and  the  iiiuuoral,  and  the  unbelieviiiv^, 
s\vav;).;erers  and  tniitors  and  liars — a  motley  crowd  of 
knaves  and  fools.  Indeed,  to  the  llebrcu,  the  knave  is 
the  fool :  noihinj,;  is  so  stupid  as  atheism  and  immorality 
(14  :  I  ;  82  :  5).  They  make  the  life  of  the  psalmists  a 
bitter  struvjgle,  and  area  sore  stumblinvj-block  to  a  radiant 
faith.  The  psaltuists  look  up  to  heaven  with  tears  upon 
their  fares ;  but  when  they  look  up,  they  see,  thouv(h  afar 
off,  the  answer  incarnate.  For  the  ultimate  answer  to  all 
the  moral  anomalies  of  which  the  world  is  too  full  is  that 
"Jehovah  is  in  heaven;  and  his  eyes  behold  men"  (11  : 
4).  He  does  more  than  behold;  he  remembers  and  will 
punish  the  evildoer  with  all  the  terrors  of  his  omnipotence 
(II  :  6).  The  easy-going  sceptic  he  will  make  to  tremble 
(14  :  I,  5),  and  as  for  the  lying  and  treacherous  braggarts, 
he  will  tear  them  out  of  their  tents  and  root  them  out  of 
the  land  of  the  living  (52  :  5).  With  a  Ciod  like  this,  who 
can  make  himself  so  terribly  felt,  the  psalmist  may  well 
counsel  his  soul  to  silent  submission.  The  champions  of 
oppression  shall  fall  (82  :  7),  and  very  often  by  their  own 
devices  (7:15,  16). 

Not  only  in  the  certain  and  often  obvious  doom  of  the 
wit  ked  does  the  righteous  find  an  answer  to  the  doubts 
of  his  heart,  but  he  has  a  positive  satisfaction  of  his  own. 
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His  life  is  watclifil  over   by  a  divine   providencp.     Cod 
.l<.<s  not  forget  his  "  pil^rr,,,,  ^nd  stranger";  he  a.ts  as 
his  host,  his  sheplicnl  (2j),  his  sentinel  (i  Ji).     Kither  by 
liimself   or   through    tlie  ministry   of   his  angeis  (34:7; 
yi  :  1 1),  he  preserves  from  peril  the  soul  that  trusts  him  : 
nriiher  demons  nor  war  nor  pestilence  can  lay  their  cruel 
lingers  upon  him  (cf.  34  :  17).     besides  the  inner  stead- 
f.istness  w'ich  comes  from   trust  {112  :  7).  and  besides 
the  blessed  consciousness  of  having  (iod  for  his  portion 
(K^):  i).  he  has  often  also  that  other  satisfaction— so  dear 
to  the  Old  Testament  upon  all  but  its  very  highest  levels 
-of  enjoying  an  outward  prosperity  (1).     He  is  happy, 
prosperous  (i  12)  and  long-lived  (34:12;  91  :  16;  128:6).' 
tias  a  fruitful  wife  (128).  strong  sons  and  comely  daugh- 
ters, and  abundance  of  sheep  and  oxen  (144  .  12-15). 

It  is  well  that  there  were  men  whom  so  simple  a  solu- 
tion did  not  satisfy— men  to  whom  it  was  only  too  plain 
that  they  might  innocently  suffer  (44:17-22).  that  the 
righteous  did  not  always  dwell  in  peaceable  possession  of 
a  promised  land,  nor  were  the  wicked  always  overtaken 
t)y  swift  destruction  (37).  Wherein,  then,  did  these  pro- 
f.ninder  spirits  find  their  consolation.'  They  found  it  in 
the  faith  that,  for  the  righteous  at  least,  death  was  not  the 
end,  that  God  would  not  abandon  their  soul  to  Sheol.  but 
would  redeem  them  from  the  power  of  the  grave  and  take 
them  to  himself  (49  :  15) ;  and  the  noblest  spirit  of  them  all 
found  "  a  stronger  faith  his  own  "  in  the  sweet  assurance, 
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which  I'.ie  world  couid  neither  pive  nor 


in  tills  life,  God  was  al 


take  away,  that  even 


Neverthi 


ways  with  him : 


■ifiss  I  am  (.ontirm.-illy  with  thee  (73  :  23). 


For 


average  piety,  the  knowledge  of  the  divine  will  was 
mediated  by  Scripture,  which  was  regarded  in  post-exilic 
times  as   God  s   unique  gift  to  Israel,  by  which  he  dis- 
tinguished   her   above    every   other   nation    In   the   world 
(>47  :  19.  2o).       The  -  law,"  as  it    Is    called-chietly    .0 
doubt  what   we  now   call    the   I'entateuch-was   all   but 
worshipped  {119:48)  and    its    praises  are  s  ,ng  now   In 
simple    (I).    MOW  in  elaborate    verse   (M9).whidi    sh.  ws 
how  long  and   lovingly  men  meditated  upon  it   a-u'  iiow 
devoutly  they  belle^ed  It  to  be  the  lamp  <,f  the.r  feel  and 
the  light  of  their  path.     On.  of  the  marks  of  thegood  man 
IS  t.iat  he  meditates  upon  it  day  and  night  (1:2). 

The  good  man  is  elsewhere  more  particularly  defined 
and  characterized  both  upon  his  negative  and  positive  si<le 
He  is  sincere,  and  straightforward,  just  In  word  and  deed 
incorruptible  and  above  the  temptation  to  sL.nderous 
gossip,  clean  of  heart  and  pure  of  hand  (  15  :  1-5;  24  •  3 
4  ;  34  :  13.  14).  It  is  to  the  everlasting  glory  of  the'l'sal- 
tcr  that,  though  much  of  It  was  composetl  for.  and  all  of 
It  employed  m  the  temple  worship,  where  rlie  and  sacrifice 
^  played  so  conspicuous  a  part,  it  repeatedlv  and  deliber- 
ately repudiates  the  efhcacy  of  mere  sacrifice.  Sacrifice 
might  be  a  useful  and  even  an  important  adjunct  of  wor- 
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Ship  ;  but  on  any  view  of  the  tearhing  of  the  three  psalms 
u.  .juestion  (40.  50.  5,).  it  is  not  uuhspensal.ie  ;  and  those 
who  bnn.^r  to  th.ir  sarritice  thievish  hands  or  slanderous 
lips  or  adulterous  hearts,  are  warned  that  it  is  their  doom 
to  be  torn  in  pieces  {50  :  16-22). 


RLD 


II 

htKLKCTIONS    ON-   THE   MORAL   ORDER    OF    THE    WO 

I.      The  Couf.igf  0/  the  Man  of  Foith  (11) 

My  (\o^\  is  ,„y  refuKa>.     Why  then  ^lo  ye  tell  me  to  flee  •,,,.   ,n     , 
1'  .^  a  b,rd,  for  refuse  to  the  hills  ^      .',-  seek  to  make  m     ''  <"^  '":^- 
1  ay  the  eoward.      Look,  ye  tell  me.  the  godless  are  just       '"'' 
•'■"H,t    to  slioot.      They   are    bending    their  bow.     Their 
■•rnnv  is  already  on   the  strin,^^  to  be  secretlv  shot  at  the 
';i'n,Kht.       The  pillars  of  law  and  order  are    bein^   torn 
'■"•V"  •  .-^■Hi  what    has  the   .i^ood  man.  for  all  his  Virtue 
''•'■n  able  to  accomplish  ? 

Such  is  your  cowardly  speech  ;  but  it  does  not  affright  th.  .h- 
"<•■     I'or  my  t,od  is  just   and   omnipotent    he  sits  en    "">pi.an..-,„. 
t-uned  in  his  heavenly  palace.     H.s  eyes  wander  over  the"  (-J  "' '^'"' 
^■'■>  .  ;  he  watches   and  weighs  the  deeds  of  men-of  the 
K'..Hl  .and  the  bad  alike  ;  and  to  each  he  will  give  his  due 
r'-^varu.     With  the  champion  of  w  ong.  wlion.  he  hates,  h^ 
^^'"  deal  as  he  dealt  with  Scdom  and  Gomc.rali.  raimng 
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coals,  fire,  and  brimstone  upon  them,  and  pursuing  them  ' 
with  the  hot  l)reath  of  the  desert  wind.  But  a  .i;racious 
destiny  awaits  the  upright ;  for  the  faithful  Jehovah  loves 
to  show  himself  faithful,  and  for  reward  they  shall  behold 
his  face. 


The  Folly  of  Denyint^  God  (14)' 


Very  plainly  has  God  shown  the  folly  of  denying  liis 

For  there  were  some  who  in 


PrevailiriK 

atheism  and  _  ■      ,  ,,    . 

immurality    presence  m  human  affairs. 

<'-3>  their  folly  thought  in  their  hearts  that  there  was  no  God, 

and  their  impious  creed  '  expressed  itself  in  corrupt  and 
odious  conduct.  Hut  Jehovah  was  walciiing  from  the 
windows  of  heaven  to  see  if  there  were  any  men  of  sense, 
any  who  caicd  for  God.  Hut  no !  one  and  all  they  had 
gone  astray,  and  become  corrupt.  There  was  not  a  man 
who  did  good— not  so  much  as  one. 

The  divine        But  onc  day  those  sinners  were  brought  to  their  senses 

upunii(4-6)  ^"u  made  to  feel  Jehovah's  heavy  hand.  They  had  cruel- 
ly oppressed  their  brethren.'     They  had  eaten  Jehovah's 

'  Literally,  the  scorching  wind  is  the  pcrtion  of  their  cup,  that  is,  to  drink. 
As  this  is  .1  metaphor  for  destiny,  the  above  paraphrase,  involving  a  dil- 
fereiit  fi«iire,  j^ives  the  general  s>^nse. 

»  This  psalin  is  repeated  in  hook  tw>  .s  I's.iim  55.  The  variations  between 
14  :  6  and  53  :  5  are  due  to  texti'al  difficulties,  and  rest,  i;o  doubt,  upon  a 
common  original. 

'  I'ractical,  not  theoretical  atheiim  :  of.  /.eph.  i  :  12. 

*  Some  think  that  heathen  oppressors  are  meant,  but  4c  does  not  support 


that 


conclusion. 
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brca(r'  while  they  had  not  -ailed  upon  his  name.  At  last 
i!k-  blow  fell;  and.  in  their  eoiistei nation,  they  were 
fnn  cd  to  see  that  (}(,d  is  with  the  righteous.  Their  cruel 
(Ksiijns  at,Minst  the  poor  were  brought  to  shame,'^  for 
Jrliovah,  whom  the  oppre:  ors  denied,  interposed  to' save 
them. 

O  how  glad  would  we  be  if  only  the  God  whose  temple  Prayer  for 
IS  on  Zion's  hill  would  come  forth  to  change  our  fortunes.  une'Vl"''" 
and  show  himself  our  saviour.  ' 


3^ 


3.      The  Tritintphant  Power  of  Divine  Love  (3b) 

The  rise  and  progress  of  sir.  is  after  this  maimer.     First  The ,;..  ar.d 
I!  inters  its  oracular  word  in  the  l)ad  man's '■'  heart,  and  he '""'•'"'"  "^ 
has  no  fear  of  Cod  to  deter  him  from  cherishing  it.     Then  ""  ^'  ** 
1'  goes  on  to  (latter  him  in  his  own  eyes.     ...  *     After 
iliat,  the  hidden  tliought  passes  into  speech,  and  utters 
it-^elf  in  evil  a.ul  deceitful  words.     Then  the  sinner  ceases 
to  act  with  prudence  :    he  plots  deliberate  mischief,  en- 
I'  rs  on  a  course  of  wrong,  and  finally  learns  to  love  the 
evil. 


t^i 


So  I)„hm,  cf.  Lev.  2,  .,.  Uaethgen  siiRgests  "  ha,I  .Icvoure.l  a  people 
a  re.wiy  devoured  by  war."  and  refers  the  punishment  hinted  at  in  vv  4-6  to 
111.;  deportation  in  5.17  H.C  (cf.  2  Kings  24  ;  i.i.,6;. 

'  Kmended  text. 

■'  Septi;a>;;nt,  "  his,"  not  "  my." 

♦  It  seems  quite  iiroossible  to  translate  ih  satisfactorily. 
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I's, 


iltll 


36 


The  Mt 


t'SSttt^iS    oj 


The 


fvfr-  Vet  the  ult 


istiriM  and 


ahmiiui 


(5-9) 


>f  (;od 


Jeh 


imate  triumph  shall  not  he  liis  ; '  for 


ovah.  art  iiiiiuiful  of  tliine 


nuTtiful  and 


faithful  lo 


just,  strctclu's  throuijhout  tl 


thou, 
own.     Thy  rule,  which  is 


as  th 


ve  reaches  to  tlie  sky.     T 


ic  universe. 


e  ocean  and  firm  as  th 


vaviour  of  man  and   b 


east. 


^  niountams. 
H 


Thy 

iyju(!).;ments  are  deep 


Th 


ou  art  the 


Liod 


In  thy 

are   thy  pucst 


protectin.s^r  providence   we   t 
s  on  earth,  and 


<nv  precious  is  thy  hn-e,  O 


rust.     For  we 


gracious  and  abundant  I 


"1   tliy  house   we  enjoy 


of  lif 


<-■  and  ,i,dachiess.     \V! 


'ospitahty.     Tliou  art  t!ie 


IS  well. 

May  the  <ii-         (J  let    tl 


■n  thy  face  .■■ 


source 

sliints  upon  us,  all 


vine  Live 
C')iitii)ue  I,, 
triumpli 


le 


10-ii) 


may  the 
hand  tirive 


,i:odly  continue  t 


proud  foot  tram] 


m 


ih 


e  wicked  prostrate,  witl 


<-'  out  of  the  land.'     Al 


t'n joy  tliy  love  !  ■'     N 
,i;odl 


ever 


'le   upon  ine. 


nor   tlie 


ess 


lout  tht 


ready  m  vision  I  see 


power  to  rise. 


Kes.ilution 
nt't  tu  niur- 
mur(i.3) 


4-    The    Vanity  and  Patho:  of  Life  (jp) 
I  resolved  to  watch  my  words,  and  carefullv  to  abstain 

f-- "n.rmunn,  a.ainst  my  unhappy  lot  Mor  there  were 
Kociless  ones   about   n,e.  who   would  have  mockingl,  r" 

'  The  roniiecti^ni  licuveen    thi^  .-in. I  the  nr.-r.  r 
cleir      It  m..   1  ,  I'rfred;.)^  paranraph  is  not   very 

wi^Ln!^: ;:  ,:::::;f:-;  -■■  "->;^-  -- "-.  ^^-^  ^,1.  z 
vvhi;;;::;;:.;;:^'''^::;:::: ' ''"^'^^"''^  ^^--'-' - '-'^ 

•Or  perhaps  temple. 
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with 


''''■"    /\ut/;/;:<:fs 


i's.ilm  Y) 


I 


'■"■I.     S,        r™,,„„c,l  all,,,.,..'.       „|,.  '        ,      "  '">■ 

;;;:: "--  --  ■■-  ■-■' "- ■..o',:.L"li,:;:  • 


n.army-n,    .vas.  and  i     v  br-f  „,v  lif.      v 

'  ''"•  ""'  ■  ^  ""th'ns  m  thy  si^rht.  an. 


"f  lUt  (4  I.) 


^\  iiat.  thon,  has  lifp  '„  virld  ?     M,-  t,       . 
■substance  beyond  the  si,,,iou-      n         .      ,  ''''""'  ^"'  "^^  ''""^  •^- 
"-.     Save  L  fnnn  s  ^t d'  ,h^  :has  '     '  " ''  '"''  ''  '"  -"■ -^'"^ 
'-    I  l-come    the    scorn      f     ^e  fo'^      7""  '!  "^'"^^•^-  ""'^^ 
^il'-nt ;    for   it   is  ti,v   h.n  .  ,.     ^  '""  'iltogether 

'^->->'^en:vrt;a^,  ;!  :^Xr;^^^^'''-'^^^ 

^n>   crushe.i    to     earth       \v '     H  """  '"''  ^'^^  ' 

'■I'astis.  n.an   for     L   'in  I    '^'^'''''""''^^    ^hou   dost 

n-n.nJlt/r^;^r^-'^^^*^'-uy!i.ethe 

''•'-v,th  ioud  crvin,  ea^.  ^r^h^^^^"^   '  '"""'^ 

andbenon.or;  "'"""'^  '^^""-  '^^■^-^-  ^  ^-  --ay 

(uiti.     may  be  attepted  provisionally 

6r 


I 


il 


I'salin  t;; 


The  Mcssai:;cs  of 


5-    The  Doovi  of  Arrm^ance  (52)  ' 

r^rn'ru'ro'."'        ^^'''^'  ''"""^    '"'""^    ''">^-  ^  '''''*^^"'    'l'"''"-  "^    ^'l^    rilin    thn,, 

K:..ae(i.4)  art  ceaselessly  workinjr  for  the  man  who  is  K'nily.'  with 
thy  sharp  and  deadly  tonpue  ?  Thine  affections  are  set 
on  evil  and  falsehood,  on  ruinous  and  deceitful  words, 
and  not  on  goodness  and  truth. 

Thou  Shalt  have  thy  reward.  Cod  will  make  an  utter 
end  of  thee,  .seizing  thee  as  one  seizes  coal  with  the  tonic's. 
He  shall  tear  thee  out  of  the  tent,  and  root  thee  out  of  the 
land  of  the  living.  t>.  the  delight  of  the  righteous,  who 
shall  mock  when  they  see  it.  Such  is  the  fate  of  the 
man  who  presumptuously  trusts  in  the  power  of  his  vast 
riches,'  instead  of  in  God. 

But  I,  too  have  my  reward.     I  flourish  like  the  green 


The  iiifvita- 
ble  f.itc  of 
arrogance 
(5-7) 


The  destiny 

■  f  him  who       ,.  .  '  •"'    ""^    "^""^    j^iccu 

Its  God    ohve-trees  m  the  temple  court.*  hecauie  my  trust  is  in  the 


frus 
(8.9) 


Dr  E.  C.  KinK  calk  attention  to  the  simihrity  between  the  situation 
implied  by  this  psalm,  and  the  treatment  Jeremiah  received  from  the  men 
of  Anathoth.  and  especially  frum  I'ashiir(jcr.  11:21;  ,8:18-23:  jo  ■,.,,) 
Craeti  thinks  that  the  psalm  was  composed  by  a  I.evlte  against  a  false  and 
wealthy  priest. 

»ThethoiiKntinthetextof  >1,  is  very  beautiful :  "the  mercy  of  God  is  all 
the  day."  This  is  the  K'eat  fa.  t  of  the  universe,  which  has  to  :,••  set  over 
acninst  the  temporary  vexations  due  to  the  prominence  <,f  evil  and  the 
seemins  triumph  of  wrong.  ISut  it  may  be  doubled  whether  so  abrupt  .m 
utterance  .,f  t!..,  kind  is  quite  in  p.acc  in  this  context.  The  above  para- 
phrase rests  upon  a  very  simple  eme.idation. 

»  ■'  Riches  •■  instead  of  '•  wickedness  -  (v.  7)  :  emended  text. 

...*  '^I'*™  ""7  *'^^'  *^"  '"^t"  '^<=«  i"  the  temple  precincts  .   or  the  phrase 
in  the  temple  court  "  may  go  with  the  words  "  I  flouhsh  " 
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till-  I 'sal mists 


I'saliii  ()i  :  \\ 


mercy  of  God  continually.  I  will  praise  thee  forever  be- 
cause of  thy  providence,  and  I  will  proclaim  thy  goodness 
HI  the  presence  of  thoF"  who  love  thee. 

C.   God  the  Only  Sourer  of  Coujuicnce  (r,2) 

I  ^v<>"l<l  call  upon  n,y  sot.l  to  he  silent  in  (io.i  ;  for  heP,,;.,,- 
'"'   IK-Ip  mc.      ^(.s,  he   IS  my  rock  and   my  fortress-    i  •"'"'■•i- m 
shall  not  be  shaken  too  sorely,  thouijh  the  assault   is  !„    Hl'l'^ar' 
<l-;.;.ive.y  fierce.     How  long  are  ye  going  to  assail  me  ■  "'"  ^'^^ 
wui,  your  shouting  ...nd  your  murderous  designs  to  hurl 
me  to  the  ground,  like  a  wall  already  tottering  ?     They 
are  secretly  planning  to  rob  me  of  mine  honor-liars  and 
fair-faced  hypocrites,  as  they  arc. 

< )  trouble.!  .soul  of  mine  !  be  .still  in  Cod.  for  he  can  help  , ,  ^rh 
'  -.     Yes   he  is  my  rock  and  my  f<,rtress,  ,  can  never  be  f if  ""^' 
shaken.     Mine  honor  and  my  safetv  are  with  my  Cod  • 
yes    he  ,s  my  strong  rock  and  refuge.      J>„t  your  trust 
".  hm,  all  ye  people.'  and  pour  out  your  heart  before  him 
wlio  alone  is  our  refuge.  ' 

'■'"^  :'?■:";;!"•     '"^  "■■  ;--■  •-  '^  -^^ing  but  ar.,,..,. 


1,,.,.,),    .,„  ,  ■,,      .  ,.    ,  '""S    ■Jill-  a  1  nut  rot 

I"  .nh  and  an  illusion,  lighter  than  air  when  laid  in  the '"-^''T  • 
'^  UK-e.     Yes,  put  your  trust  in  ( iod.  and  not  m  the  ,„i- "'"  wl;',!''" 
l".ly  gams  of  robbery:  when  the  wi(-ke,I  gro^    uealthv  ("-?""' 
<-'re  not.     For  there  came  to  me  this  solemn  message.' 

'  iio  .Srptuagint,  •■  all  tl-,e  conRrfKation  of  the  peopV  " 
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CJ 


I'sal 


III  'i: 


that  Cod 


1 1 


'I'lic   Mfssai^cs  of 


IS 


St  mill;  ;i,s  wrll  as  ,t;r,icioiiv 


pcrist^  every  man  as  Ins  ,| 


aril  I   \,\ill  reeoni- 


eeds  (icscrve. 


Song  of 
Kratilude 

(0 


(••L.,1  pre 


7.    Cio,i  t/i,-  Imf^artia!  A>l>i(,r  of   Drstinv  (75) 

We  mvokr  thy  name.  0  o„r  (;,,.l.  a.vl  with  all  o„r  heart 
we  uvu.KI  n:Hler  th.ee  thanks  a,,,!  teil  of  th.  uon.hons 
thiii;;s  thnn  liast  done  for  lis.' 

For,  v;hen  the  ri.^dtteous  eanse  se<.>n.,l  doomed  to  p.-r- 


MTV  IS  ifie         .  ■'  ' 

moral  order    ISh,  thoil   (Ildst    inter\-eiic    to   save 


(^5) 


Corl  1<  the 
arbitrr  of 
human 
drstiny 
(0-8) 


It  ;  and   these  were  tlie 
1  the  world  and  its  jieo- 


words  tliou  didst  utter;  "  Thou 

pies  dissolve,  yet  I  have  .set  ,ts^„ll,n-s  firtn.  Confusion 
tnay  rei^n  for  a  while,  yet  in  time  it  w,!!  he  .seen  that  the 
divine  ^rovernment  is  jnst.'  I  bid  the  foohsh  hraRi,rarts 
cea.so  their  hra.v-<in-,  and  I  comm.and  the  i;<.dlc^s  to  eive 
over  their  han.^duy  pri<ie  and  their  itnnudent  .speech 
a.t;ainst  hit;h  heaven.  "  = 

It  i.s  not  by  aeei.Ient,  but  bv  d.vine  law,  th.at  men  re- 
c-eive  their  places-one  hi^h,  another  lov  .  x.^  from  -).. 
east  or  west  or  sot.tli  or  north'  .Inrs  the  allotment  come. 

'  Tins  tr.iTi^l.Ui..n  is  l-ased  on  the  Seplii.ipnt 

'  Tl„s  n.,,rcsen,.  ,he  Kccral  .sense  .f  v.  .a,  hu.  ,hr  ,,r.ns.  „„rrprr.,., 

•'Th^'lT:      ^^"'■"•"r^    ••Ven.v,se.e,„er„h..i.....',.,, 
1  nun;.;!)  I  lake  ,1  rpspite. 

•In    .h,   f.,r  ••.S.,ak  not  ,v„h  a  stiff  neck."  read.   f,,|l„w,M,.  the  Sept.n. 
Kint,      sp.ak  n.,t  .rn.Kant  thi„„s  a^ahnt  the  ,  .,  k  -  i.      i  ;,„- 

♦  I  he  desert  =  the  south.     The  word  rendere,-  i„  ,l,e'  Kn.iish  vers!,,,,  hv 
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mi : 


the  Psalmists 

but  from  the  divine  ^q 

iHU-ahs  naiul  there  is  a  cup  of'f, 


Psahii  82  :  6 
vernment  or  the  world.     For  in  Jc- 


md  out  of  this  he  pours  a  d 


J.imin;;  \viiir  well  spiced. 


/ill 


"k,  and  thcv  1 
f 


'Live  to  drink  it 


I 'lit  as  f,>r  ine,  evcrlasiin 
praise  to   Israel's  (,.,(!  ;  f,,r  h 
in  th 


raui^dit   f,,r  the  godless'  to 

i'"^\n  u^  tin   dregs. 


.i,'  J"y     is  mine,  and  I 


dashes  c!( 


wil 


•'^ingHisriRht- 


nr  pnde.  hu,  h,  i.a,  ,p  „,,  riy,,,,„^^"^_ 
«.   God  the  UphflUi-r  0/  7, 


wn  the  wicked  T""  '^^'"'« 


(9,  lu) 


The  Clod  of  I^rael  1 


'its/i,-,-  (Sj) 


the  world,  and  h 


las  summoned  together  tl 


and  pronounce  sent 

ly 


IS  taken  his  stand 


le  ruicr,' 


if  Tiled 


ivine 


an 


.\s 


em  (•  u 


rukrs  divi 


ne 


ponthem.     .\nd  thus  1 


i"ng  them  to  ludu,- ^'■'■■''«"'""' 


<i  I.  p I 


njust 


justly,  to  deal  fairly  witl 


appointed,  it  was  v 


le  speaks: '"'"■(■-4) 


acquit  the  innoi 
tort  ion. 


1  tl 


cm 


10  oppressed  and  fati 


our  duty  to  govern 


P'Hir,  and  to  save  the  needy  f 


lerless.  to 


rom  e.x- 


'lit  ye  are  void  of 


sense. 


Yc   h, 


'"^!«lit  into  the  natun-  of  thinrs.     \ 


ive  no  knowle.lge  or  Their  im- 

,1.  ,.1  .     ,  .s'-      t '-  grope  about  in  th/^  """^■■'' f""v 

'!''rk,  and   through  your  iimor-mr,.  -,„  1   ■     .      ■,■  '"^  a,ui  itspun- 

>^'-'^^yo-aiv,ne  and  exalted  Cice.     I'ut  U:  dtgnl;; 

^•f  «T.i,h,  .na  of  ,U.sti„v.  '■'"'  "'"    ""  "-'"'J  ""•  '"■  ">-  cup 

ni>e  Greek  versi,„...,j,.,,i„^^...^,.^^^,.,^^_ 
'f      1       s  correct.  ,he  reference  will  l>e  ,.,  Israel 

'Tm' psalm  ,s  closely  aH„  in  sn.riuoPs    .s      l      „ 
iv.  .)  cf.  note  on  Ps.  58  :  ,.  "'"'"' ^-  5^-    l-^r  the  meamng  of  ..gods - 
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Psalm  S2  :  7 


The  Mcssai^es  of 


shall  not  avert  thr  doom.     Vo  shall  die  like  common  mcti. 
and  fall  like  any  mortal  prince."  ' 

m"l"Jsu.''"  .^^  '"^'  *'"*'■  '"'  l''''''^^'''  -^""n  ">  fiillil  this  dream  of 
ti.>n,,f,i,vinethii  e  Omnipotent  sway.  Arise,  and  jiidj;e  the  world,  for 
ju.tuMH)     ,^11  „.^,|o,^^  _.,^^.  ,|,jj^^.  ^^  inheritance.' 


The  fr.iilty 
(»f  tn.iti  in 
(  ontr.Tsi 
with  tlie 
f  lernity  ol 


9.    Thf  /./■ssfliis  of  Dn'ine  I')o;'i,/n!(e  (go) 

0  Lord!  Thou  hast  l)een  .ur  eternal  liomc.  F.re 
mountains  or  earth  were  brou.v;lit  forth,  thou  wert.  O  (.od, 
and  thou  dost  rontirie  from  everlastin;,^  to  evcrlastui;;. 
God(,.o  At  thy  bidding  the  frail  generations  of  men  return  to 
the  dust.  Ai^es  are  in  thy  sight  liut  as  a  d,iy  when  it 
is  done— brief  as  a  watch  in  t!ie  night.  The  generations 
of  men  ,ire  ever  ehanging.  They  blossom  in  the  morn- 
ing like  the  meadow  flower,  to  wither  and  perish  in  the 
evening. 

Jn'if''""?"  ^^^  sorrow  of  our  life  if,  due  to  our  sin.  f'or  this  fierce 
tosm(7-,o)  anger  of  thine,  which  confounds  and  destroys  us,  has 
been  kindled  by  our  transgressions,  which,  though  we 
ourselves  may  know  them  not,  are  yet  plain  in  thy  sight. 
For  under  thy  sore  anger  all  our  days  have  vanished 
away.  When  our  years  are  over,  they  are  but  as  a 
murmur.     Though  they  mount  to  seventy  or  eighty,  yet 

'I)uhm  inKcniuusly  simKcsIs  "  like  onr  ,,f  tl.c  dcmnns"  (rf.  (len.  6:  1-4). 

llie  Hebrew  wor.k  f.,r  ", lemons"  and  -princes"  differ  only  l,y  a  "  tittle." 

'  <  >r.  hy  a  simple  emendation  uf  Weliliaiisen's.  "  thou  rulest  over  all  tlie 
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d 


I 


i>aliii  <)2  :  7 


is  their  :^l„ry  I,„t  t.„|  and  cniptiricss  :  for  it  hastnis  awav 
and  like  a  bird  wo  arc  ,t;onr 

my    t.urcc  .    'h-x.      K-a.ii  us  to  und.-rstaml  this 


and  to 


Mruit,  fur. 


m.ml,cro.,rda,.  inthel.Khtof  this  knn^vl,.d.,.^U.atu■r--"^^^^^^^ 
he-arts  n,ay  rrap  a  liarv.st  of  wisdon,.     ( .  nur  (    ,d  '  ron,- 

I'a.-k  to  „s.  Hon- lon;^u,h  thou  tarry .=  Mav  ,,,. v  upon 
us  thy  sn-vauts.  Affr  tin-  lo„,.  n,;;ht  of  sornnv.  K,  ,hv 
"•^•<7 'lawn  upon  us,  and  l,.-with  us  all  our  days,  (illin.:: 
-"•  lu'art.  uath  joy  and  ;,ladn,-^,  as  .l.q>  as  is  the  sorro^; 
'ut  has  |„-cn  ours  in  tlu-  year?  pono  l.v.  Intnposr  for 
t  .y  sc-rx-ants-  sako,  and  n.anifost  thys.lf '„,  son,,  glorious 
'  '''i-  Set  thy  f,.vor  upon  us,  O  our  (.od.  and  establish 
tile  u-ork  uc  are  strivin^r  to  do, 

lO.      ///,•    Ways    of   God   ((J2)  ' 

't   is  pleasant,  niornin.cr  an<!  evrnni;,^,  to  proclaim  thv  m      ,  ■ 
■'-  and  thy  faithfulness,  ()  Jehovah,  God  1st  hJ^h    In -'^v'' '' 
s«n«  and  tiu>sie.  upon  harp  and  .ithern.  and  instruments  !^^':;r.4;' 
of  ten  strings       For.  by  ul,at  thou  hast  done,  thou  l,,ast  nHM^-^ 
''  "If  me  to  shout  for  joy.  (1-4) 

/>     l-^v    Preat    thy    works    are.  and    how    profoundly  xh    ■    ,■ 
i' ■'""-!.  too  profoundly  for  the  fo<,l  to  unde,  stand  ■  fo^  ; 'V ^.T 
|H-  <loe.s  not  see  thai  when  ..odless  smners  shoot  up"and  ^^-^^'"^ 
'--"m.  U  IS  only  that  tliey  may  be  utterly  an.ulnlated  in 
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Psalm  92  :  8 


The  Messages  of 


The  destiny 
of  the 
ri>;hteinis 
(.2-. 5) 


Jel'.ovah's 
judgment 
(iM  the 
gi/dless 
(9  ■■  •-&) 


the  end.  lUu  thou  art  exalltnl,  O  my  Cod,  foR'vei  ;  for 
see!  thine  enemies  perisli,  all  the  wicktJ  are  scattered, 
but  thou  dost  lift  me  to  hotior  and  anointest  me  afresh 
with  the  oil  of  thy  v;race.  Mine  eyes  shalt  feast  upon 
nime  enemies,  and  mine  cars  shall  hear  \\\\\\  joy  the  story 
of  their  doom. 

Hut  the  righteous  shall  tlotirish  loni,^  as  the  palm,  and 
fair  as  the  cedar  of  Lebanon — |)lanted  '  beside  the  tem- 
ple and  flourishing.  lOven  in  old  at;;e  they  are  fresh  and 
fruitful,  proclaiming  by  their  vigor  and  beauty  to  all  the 
world,  thiit  I.irael's  CJod  rules  the  uurld  with  justice  and 
impartiality. 

ii.    TJie  Divine   Judj^mriit  upon  thr  Cod  less  (9,  10)  • 

With  all  my  heart  I  will  render  thee  thanks,  ()  my  Cod, 
and  fell  the  sl(jry  of  all  thy  marvels.  1  will  rejoice  and  he 
glad  in  thee,  and  sing  praises  to  thy  name,  O  thou  most 
high,  because  thou  didst  turn  mine  enemies  back  ;  they 

'  The  reference  is  to  the  penple,  not  If)  the  trees.  Even  if  there  were  tree^ 
in  the  temple  precincts  (cf.  !;2  :  8  and  note),  these  cannot  have  been  cedars 

-  I'salms  (J  and  lo  originally  constituted  one  psalm.  This  is  proved  by 
the  iilphabetic  arraiisement,  whicli  runs  through  most  of  I's.  9  (to  v.  17)  and 
reappears  toward  the  end  of  Ps.  10  (v.  i.);  and  l)y  the  further  fact  tliat  F's. 
10  has  no  superscription  in  the  Septiiaiiint.  "Wv-  theme  if  I's.  0.  which  is 
thanksgiving,  is  interrnpted  in  Ps.  10,  whi.  h  is  mainly  a  phiint,  hut  the  confi- 
dent and  grateful  tone  is  restnncd  at  v  it  \v.  1-15  of  I's.  d  must  have 
displaced  the  original  verses  (jf  the  psalm,  in  order  to  adajit  it  to  a  new  ••\\-\- 
ation.  Ps.  9  may  be  fitlijvi;ly  placed  .after  Ps.  92,  as  in  botli  the  rertectiun  "n 
the  moral  order  takes  the  form  uf  thanksgiving. 
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Psalm  9  :  i6 


stumbled  ami  perislud  at  thy  presence.  For  tlioii  didst 
(iral  justly  from  thy  jud-nient  throne,  maintaining  my 
■  M^r,  n-bukiii,t,r  and  drstroyin-  the  ,t,rodiess  nations  and 
hloumg  out  their  name  for  -vermnre.  The  foe  is  van- 
i^lir.I  :  tlieir  eities  thou  hast  destroyed.  They  shall  lie  in 
r:;:;.>  forever- to  be  remembered  no  more. 

Ves.  they  perish,  but  Jeliovah  sits  forever  oa  his  HId,^- 
nient  throne,  judKMU.i,^  the  world  and  the  peoples  tlicreof 
J'istly  and  riyluly,  thus  proving  himself  a  refuge  to  the 
wretched  and  the  sore  perplexed.     Yes.  those  who   like 
Nnarl,  have  proved  thee,  put  their  trust  in  thee:  for  never 
<»  h-hovah,  dost  thou  forsake  those  who  look  to  thee  for 
>  i'.    Sing  praises  to  our  Cod.  whose  temple  is  on  Zions 
n.!,  proclaim  to  all   the  world  the  mightv  deeds  he  has 
'i"ne  for  Israel,  and  thus  the  world  will  be  brought  to  ac- 
knowledge her  (;od  as  Cod  alone.     Mc  has  listened  to  the 
TV  of  those  who  were  crushed,  and  championed  their  cause 
..>  the  avenger  of  blood.    Ve.a,  Jehovah  in  pitv  has  looked 
"H  n,y  misery,  and  drawn  me  b.ick  from  the  brink  of  de- 
-ni.iion,  to  the  end  that  I  should  tell  within  Jerusalem's 
.-:■•■  ^  '  ih<'  Kl.id  story  of  how  gloriously  he  helped  me. 

i  -r  he  cau.^ht  the  nations'^  m  the  trap  which   they  had 
-•^  f'T   me;    Jehovah    hath    made    himself    known.'     1  f(- 

-If.  with  I.ulHM.  we  re.-.d  "  .he  proud  --.h.  words  are  no,  unlike  in  tt.c 
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Gratitude 
for  ttie  de- 
liverance 
(9  :  7-'4) 


Xeniesis 
(y  :  15-1S) 


I. 


rsalm  9  :  i6 


The  messages  of 


I'rayer 
(9  :  I  *  ^  ■) 


.ath  ]i!,iinly  pa^st'd  ju(li;nuTii  ii])(in  the  -odlrss  by  nil  ,!i- 
Klin,^  ilinii  in  tin-  work  of  tlu-ir  own  liaii(N.  They  mm:! 
pa.ss  away  out  of  si.v^ht  ami  out  of  luiiuL  'I'hcy  who 
fori^ct  (;(i(l  shall  tliriiisflvfs  be  forgotten.  lUit  not  so  the 
poor  aiui  needy:  never  shall  they  l)e  fori;otteii  or  disap- 
pointnl.      .     .     . 

Hesiir  thee,  jehovaii,  let  not  man  defy  thee.  ISrint,^ 
the  nations  to  thy  bar  for  jnd^^nieni.  Strike  tliem  with 
terror'  ard  make  them  to  feel  that  they  are  but  inoria! 
men. 

We  are  in  distress,  O  our  Ciut!. 


\V 


dost  thou  remain 


<  >i)pressioii 

ami  imio.  l-ii't  I"  lieawu  and  neither  look  nor  listen  .^  l''or  the  proud  and 
(-;  •■>■)  i,,„ii^.ss  ,])an  is  fieret:ly  jiervrutin-  the  helpji-ss.  ()  -rant 
that  liis  seliemes  may  reeoil  upon  his  o\\  n  head,  llis 
worsliip  is  liypoerisy,  h)r  liis  soul  is  full  of  :,;reed.  In  th': 
pride  of  his  heart  h--  d.-;piM-,  Jehovah/-- tliinkin,i,r  all  the 
Willie,  "lie  does  not  pimi^h  ;  tllere  is  no  CoiL"  t.dii- 
tinu.al  j),ospenty  is  his.  'I'hou  art  in  licaven,  and  tliy  judg- 
ments do  not  smile  him.  As  for  liis  enemies,  he  seoffs  at 
them  every  one.  lie  says  to  himself  tin:  he  will  always 
keep  his  feet  and  never  know  misfortune— he  wIium- 
mouth  is  full  of  eursin,i4  and  treaeliery,  and  his  toiiyuc 
a  very  storehouse  of  ruin  !    He  is  both  cunninjr  and  cruel, 

1  I!.-icthgfn  aii.l  \V,llhausL-n  translate:  "  set  a  leaeher  .ner  ihcin." 
"Teacher"  atul  "  terrur  "  are  nut  unlike  in  tlie  Hcliruw.  (S.i  tlie  ( irLcIc 
version— lawgiver. ) 

■■'   riif  i,rcube  intirpr.;lati..M  of  v.  j  is  ditiio.ilt  an.l  di-piite.l. 
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Psalm  lo  :  I 


fnr  b'j  lurks  in  i-orncrs  '  to  imirdrr  tlie  iiinorcnt,  spyip  r 
(.lit  tliur.c  in  niisfortunc.  Like  a  lion  in  a  tiiickct  hv  hu-  ., 
lo  pounce  upon  tlie  di-fcnceless,  and  dravj  liji,,  olf  in  his 
net :  and  his  poor  victim  sinks  prostrate  and  falls  iiuo  his 
•  latches.  He  says  to  liimsclf  :  -Cod  forgets,  he  turns 
,i\vay  his  face,  he  never  sees  it." 

Show  h.im,  ()  Cod,  iliat  thou  dost  not  forpet ;   rise  and  p,  .ye,   i!,ui 
smite  lum  with  tliine  uplifted   liand.     Why  is  it  that   he  i',''^",,''^';;'',^''' 
despi.ses    thee,    sayini,r    to    liiniself    tiiat    thou    dost    not  ^'^"^'sT" 
punisli  }     For  very  well  thou  seest :  and  thou  wilt  avenije 
the  grief   and   sorrow  of   his  victims,   helping  the   help- 
less and    the  orplian   who    commits    ins   cause    to    thee. 
Destroy  the  power  of  the  godless,  .and  let  evil  perish,  so 
that  it  will  not  be  found,  though  one  seek  it  never  so  ear- 
nestly. 

Then  the   Kingdam  of  Cod  will   come,  with  Jehovah  Ti.e ultimate 
on  the  throne  for  ever  and  ever,  ami  no  heathen  left  in  J[;,";;'f.''  "^ 
his  land.     Surely,  ()  Jehovah,  thou   hast  lent  an  atten- '"■"■^'^^* 
live   ear.'      Tliou    hast    answered    the    longings    of    the^"'"*^ 
needy.     Tiiou  hast  executed  justice  for  those  who  were 
crushed  and  fatherless,  so  that  they  need  never  fear  any 
more.''' 

'The  Hebrew  text  (v.  8)  reads:  in  lurkii.g  places  p/  the  riUi^-e?  ;  the 
(Jreek  version,  ~.vith  the  -vcalthy.  The  Ht-brew  wi.rds  fur  vilUgei.'  and 
wciilthy,  though  diirerently  spelled,  sonml  not  iuilikc  eadi  uther. 

■'  Kur  "  tUfir  heart  "  in  i;!)  read   "thy  heart." 

'  Or,  neveriiiure  let  niort.il  ni.m  bid  iletiance. 
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Psalm  94  :  i 


T!ie  Messages  of 


Ajipeal  to 
Jehovah  tt> 
take  ven- 
geance un 
the  oppres- 
sor (1-7) 


For  he  who 

created  men 
can  mark 
aiiil  punish 
their  con- 
duct (8-ii) 


T?appy  is  the 

man  whu  lias 
learned  to 
await  the 
issue  calmly 


\z.    The  Ccrlainty  of  Jehovah's   Just  r,>ii;e,i>:ie  (94) 

()  Jehovah,  (uhI  of  vengeance,  appear.  ()  (iod  of  ven- 
geance, and  avenije.  Arise,  thou  Jud,^'e  of  the  earth,  and 
punish  the  proud.  How  long,  ()  how  long,  are  the  god- 
less to  exult  with  their  harsh  and  blustering  words  and 
their  lordly  bearing,  crushing  in  pieces  thine  own  belove(i 
people,  O  our  (iod,  murdering  widows  and  orphans  and 
strangers,  and  thinking  that  Israel's  (iod  neither  sees  nor 
marks  it  ? 

Bethink  you,  ye  fools.  Is  the  creator  less  discerning 
than  the  creatures  he  has  created  ?  Surely  he  who  made 
the  ear  and  eye  canncn  himself  be  either  deaf  or  blind. 
Surely  he  who  creates  '  can  punish,  and  he  who  teaclies 
must  know.  Yes,  Jeliovah  knows  iliat  the  purposes  of 
such  men  sha.i  vanish  like  a  breatli.' 

How  happy  is  the  man  whom  thou  dost  train  and  teach 
through  the  Scriptures  to  understand  thy  great  purpose  ; 
for  thus  does  he  keep  his  soul  calm  in  troublous  days,  and 
he  can  patiently  await  th.e  sure  doom  of  the  wicked.  For 
he  knows  full  well  that  Jehovah  will  not  forsake  the  people 
whom  he  loves,  but  that  the  righteous '  shall  come  to  their 
rights  again,  and  win  the  support  of  all  right-hearted  men. 

'  Or  trains  (so  the  Hebrew  text). 

^  Or  sees  through  the  schemes  of  men  ;  for  he  is  infinite,   wliile  they  ire 
but  a  breath.     (.So  Cheyne.) 

'  Or,  justice  will  come  to  its  rights. 
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Onre  my  plit^rht  was  very  sore.      Few  there  were  to  take  The  sirger's 
a  valiant  stand  with  me  against  tlu-  wicked  ;  and   but  for  P"'''""*", 

,  '^  '  ""^'-   '•""•    ""  overt,  mr  hy 

the  lielp  of  Jenovah,  I  h.ad  been  lyinv;  ere  this  in  the  silent  "'«  """'«'" 
land.      The  thought  of  thy  love  to  nie  in  davs  .tjone  by  of  <V.?d"''° 
■ver  bears  me  up,  when   I   seem  to  myself  to' be  fallingV'^''^^ 
.•sometimes    I    am    distracted    with    doubt,   antl    wonder 
whether  thou  eouldst  be  the  acco.iipljce  of  a  royal  villain 
who  les,^alized  iniquity;  but,  whea  my  soul  is  ruffled  with 
such  anxious  eares,  she  i'   '.oo-.ned  again  with  the  joy  of 
thy  consolation.     For,  thouv^li  men  gather  against  the  in- 
nocent and  condemn  him,  I  trust  for  defence  to  Jehovah, 
niv  mighty  (-.od.     He  will  make  their  sin  recoil  on  their 
own  head.      He  will  destroy  them,  yes,  destroy  them,  for 
their  wickedness. 

1.3.  The  Sioc  Punishment  of  the  Wicked  and  Vindica- 
tion of  the  Righteous  (37)  ' 

lie  not  fretful  or  impatient  at  the  success  of  the  wicked  ;  Envynot  the 
f.ir  the  world  is  ruled  by  (iod.  and  a  divine  judgment  is  f,;'"t*f^'j';"' 
coming  before  which  the  wicked  shall  wither  like  grass. '"^^'3'' ('-'■) 
Only  have  confidence  in  (iod,  and  d,)  what  is  good,  and 

'  I's.  37  i>  an  .-ilphabetic  psalm.  Psahns  37,  4y  and  73  are  placed  together 
berause  they  all  deal  very  delinitely  %vith  the  same  problem,  Ps.  37  is  the 
least  profuund  of  all,  asserting  that  char.icter  is  recompensed  in  this  world. 
Ps.  49  sees  further  :  it  asserts  that  the  recompense  is  not  all  on  earth. 
1  here  IS  for  the  righteous  the  hope  of  another  life  (v.  15).  Ps.  73  tran- 
scends both  in  asserting  not  only  the  glorious  fellowship  with  Cod  hereafter 
(V.  24)  but  also  the  joy  and  security  of  fellowship  with  him  here  (v.  23). 
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then  tliou  slialt  one  flay  dwell  in  the  land  in  the  enjoyment 
<.'f  jxact-  and  nlcniy.'  if  thy  delight  is  in  Jehovah,  he  shall 
i^ive  tli'T  t!iy  lirarl's  desire  Commit  to  hmi  with  eonti- 
dciuc  !he  rare  if  thy  life,  ;md  he  will  do  all  that  is  lu-ed- 
ful,  luakir.,^  the  justice  of  thy  cause  to  shine  clear  as  tln' 
noonday  sun.  In  silence  and  patience  commit  it  all 
to  (Jod,  .and  he  not  fretful  at  the  prosperity  of  knaves. 
Cherish  no  .answer  or  impatience  in  thine  heart,  as  that  can 
but  lead  to  further  evil ;  for  the  jud),Miient  is  cominv;— (  oni- 
ing  very  speedily— which  will  blot  out  tiie  wicked,  and  the 
place  where  they  were  wont  to  he.  and  it  will  also  liriiii; 
the  humble,  who  wait  upon  Jehovah,  into  i)ossession  of 
the  land,  within  whose  borders  they  shall  enjoy  prosperitv 
of  every  kind. 
The  K.ulK'ss  The  godless  concocts  his  cruel  plots  a-ainst  the  right- 
stroyt-ir  "  i-oii'^;  l)ut  the  I.ord  laughs  at  him.  for  he  knows  how  \\v' 
('^-»')  plot  will  end  ;  he  sees  the  day  of  judgment  that  is  coming. 

With  all  their  skill  and  strength  and  weapons  of  w.ar,  they 
seek  to  compass  the  ruin  of  the  righteous;  but  their  we.i- 
pons  shall  be  useless,  or  useful  only  to  ensure  their  own 
doom."  A  good  man's  little  is  better  than  a  bail  man's 
store;  for  the  bad  man's  might  shall  be  shattered,  but  the 
-ooci   man  is  uphelil  by  his  (^id.     Over  his   fortunes  he 

>  It  is  not  impossible  to  tukc  jb  as  a  r.miiiiaml,  co-onliiiate  with  ^c-,  iiistci.t 
of  the  reward  consequent  un  obeyiiij,'  ilie  cjiimaiHi  in  „i.  So  Welliiausen  : 
dwell  in  the  land,  act  with  fidelity. 

»This  view-that  the  wicked  perish  by  their  own  wickedi-eis-is  [iru- 
foinider  than  tlic  yener.il  teai  hing  of  the  ps.ihn. 
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loviiiijiy  watilii'S,  and  he  will  .dways  have  descendants  to 


■liter  upon  his  inlR'iitanci-.     In  cmI  tinu 
iiiiii.i;ry,  the  j;(kh1  are  ftd.     \'es,  ilic  tin 


s  when  otliers  are 
i;o(lly  perisli ;  the 


eiK-iiiies  of  Jehovah  shall  vanisli  hke  smoke,  as  abiand  in 
the  ovi  n. 

The  unj.r()dly  does  not  return  what  he  borrows  ;  wliereas  Cod's  care 

-1        •  1  1        1   ■         •  11  I       -1-  'I't  fur  the  k!uud 

the  jUst  man  is  moved  by  his  pily  to  liberal  j;itts.      I  hose  ,_.,.j,) 
that    he  blesses  sliall    inherit  the   land,  arid  those  that    he 


eiirses  sha 
the    n)an 


1  b 
witl 


anni 
)  who 


liilate<l.'     Jehovah  i;uides  the  steps  of 


se  manner  of   life  he  is 


we  I 


-pi 


easet 


When  he  stniiibles  he  does  not  altogetiier  fall,  for  Jehovah 
holds  his  hand.  Never  once  in  my  Ion;;  life  have  1  seen 
the  ri;^hteoiis  forsaken,  or  his  children  forced  to  beif. 
Rather  he  is  .always  v^enerously  .i^iviiii;  ;  his  t'hildreii  also 
.are  a  blessing  to  others,     if  thou  but  do  what  is  vjood  and 


shun  what  is  evil,  thou  shah  d\\  t  II  fore\'er  in  the  land  ;  for 
jehov.ih,  WHO  lovetli  justice,  never  forsaketh  his  saints. 
The  wicked  .are  doomed  to  everlastin;,;  destruction  ; '^  their 
olfspiini;  sh.all  be  ro(>ted  out.  lUit  the  riiihteous  shall  pos- 
sess the  laml,  and  dwell  in  it  forever  and  ever  in  unshaken 


I  '^J 


t' 


aE 


;5     -^ 


'  As  nntliiriL;  in  the  iiiinunllate  Ccnitifxt  necessitates  tlie  referenre  uf  tliis 
''  lie  "  (ill  V.  J.)  til  Jcliovali,  Diilini  pt.ims  iliffereritly  and  translates  :  iliuse 
uho  bless  him     .     .     .     and  thuse  who  curse  him  (C'f.  Hen.  12  :  3). 

-  v.  2S  is  twice  th»  lengtli  of  the  others  :  and  just  here  a  verse  beginning 
with  tile  letter  Ayhi — for  the  psalm  is  alphabetic — is  missing,  'i  he  above 
paraphrase,  which  rests  iiiiuii  the  Heptuanint,  gives  us  a  verse  bi>;i"niiig 
with  precisely  the  letter  we  reijiiire  The  emendation  of  the  text,  suggested 
by  the  Septiiayliit,  is  very  slight 
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The  cer- 
tainty i)f 
relributiuM 
(jJ-40) 


Pr..Iot:uet, 
t!ie  ri,Mle 
(■■4> 


prosperity,  because  the  words  of  Iiis  inoi  tli  arc  words  of 
wisdom,  and  the  l.iw  of  !;is  ( ;,,d  is  m  Ins  hcaic. 

Tlie  wi.  ked  Hes  in  w,nt  for  him  witii  murderous  in- 
tent ;  but  Jehovali  will  not  .ibandon  Iiiip,  nor  In  him  lie 
eondemned  in  tlie  trial.  If  thou  wail  upon  Jehovah  and 
keep  to  his  way,  he  wiU  iionor  thee  by  '^\\\w^  thee  the  land, 
and  thine  eyes  shall  feast  on  the  destruction  of  the  un- 
godly—and that  ri.^dit  speedily.  K(,r  1  have  seen  tlie 
wicked  liftin.i;  himself  proudly,'  like  a  eedar  of  Lebanon; 
but.  when  1  '  drew  near,  behold  !  he  had  vanished,  leaving 
not  a  trace  behind.  Preserve  thine  integrity  and  practise 
iipri>;htness,  for  the  future'  beh^ngs  to  the  man  of  peace. 
l!ut  future  there  is  none  for  the  wicked;  they  are  de- 
stroyed, root  and  branch.  The  righteous  are  saved  by 
Jehovah  ;  he  is  their  stronghold  in  time  of  trouble.  lie- 
cause  they  put  their  trust  in  him,  he  helps  and  saves  them 
from  the  ungodly. 

14.  The  Brief  Triumph  of  the  Wicked  (49) 
The  riddh-  that  has  troubled  me  concerns  all  tlie  world. 
Listen,  then,  ,dl  of  you— hi^di  and  low.  rich  and  poor— 
when  I  talk  of  it;  hir  I  shall  speak  as  a  wise  man  who 
has  meditated  deeply  thereon,  and  the  answer  tliat  has 
come  to  me  I  will  proclaim  to  the  soiuui  of  the  cithern. 

'T!.e   nR-a„in^  ,;f  the  u.r.l  i„  v.  jjb  rendered  "spreading  himself"  is 
di^pllted. 

»  /  (n..t  hA  pas5e.l  hy  (v.   ,6)  :   so  the  Scptuugint. 
'  Or  Hi. ire  literally  "  pj^tcrity  '' 
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Here  is  the  ricidle  :  I  must  look  on  '  and  suffer  in  silence  The  riddle 
from  the  cuiniiiiv;  ami  wirkeiliie.ss  that  I  see  on  al!  sides  of  '^'  ^^ 
me— men  trusting  in  their  wealth,  and  boasting  of  their 
vast  riches. 

Hut  here  is  tlic  answer.  Not  one  can  save  himself  from  Thmn.wer: 
death,  by  giving  Cod  a  ranson- ;  fur  the  ransom  of  the  L'nsh  I'.'Tli 
soul  IS  too  costly,  and  the  m.m  must  have  life  forever. 
Ves,  he  shall  assuredly  see  tlie  gnu.;.  For  the  fools,  de- 
spite  their  worldly  wisdom,'  perisli,  and  leave  their  wealth 
to  others.  The  grave  is  their  eternal  home,  even  though 
they  have  called  whole  countries  their  own.  The  man  of 
pomp  abides  not  therein  :  like  the  beast  he  perishes.'  This 
is  the  fate  of  all  who  are  foolishly  confident  and  boast  of 
their  wealth.'  Death  drives  them  into  the  grave,  as  the 
sliephcrd  his  sheep,  ;ind  down  they  go  ;^  and  soon  their 
image  fades  away  in  the  grave  which  is  their  home. 


.5 

r 

. .  it 


rr 


'  Mr  porlLips  '■  be  afraid,"  (  f.  %•.  16. 

'  I  he  ■'  wise  men  "  of  v.  10  .ire  .ipparently  the  worldly  wise.  The  psalmist 
IS  considering  such  a  case  as  that  nf  the  wealthy  f,„,l  i„  the  parable,  who 
thr^uxht  he  was  wise. 

'  Note  the  refrain  (v.  .0).  Pusslbly,  f„ll,winn  the  text  of  v.  20,  we  should 
translate:  "the  ,n.an  of  OMmp,  wlu,  is  vuid  of  sense,  i- like  the  beasts  that 
perish." 

'   I  he  meaninK  of  1  ;li  is  exceedingly  obscure. 

'  1  he  text  .if  V.  14c  reads,  '•  and  the  upright  ruled  over  them  in  the  morn- 
mi,',  wln.h  m,akes  little  sense.  Cheyne  transposes  thauses  c  and  d  and 
translates:  -Sheol  shall  be  their  castle  forever,  and  .he  upri^-ht  shall  tram- 
pie  upon  them  in  the  morning."  The  translation  -  down  they  go  straight  " 
rests  on  Klnstcrmann's  ingenious  emendation. 
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ThedeMiny      lUit  God '  himsrlf  shall  rcclocm  my  soul  from  the  hand 

i)f  the  K<M>d       f  ^,  ».         1         1     11       , 

(,5)  of  the  grave.     \  cs,  he  shall  take  me  to  himself.' 

The  destiny      So  the  sight  of  the  rich  man  witli  his  vast  wealth  need 

wifVed  i5fit-""t  '";*kc  thee  afraid  ;  for  not  a  fragment  of  it  all  ran  he 

fir'm'fa'ilh'in    *''*'^''  ^^'''^    ''""  ^^■'"'"   '"-'  *'"^"^'  ""''  ^'^^^    'l'^  Wealth    go  down 

them..r..i..r.  after  him  into  the  grave;  for  though  he  deemed  himself 
li.ippy  in  his  lifetime  and  was  praised  for  his  good  fort- 
uii!',  yet  in  the  end  he  must  dwell  with  his  fathers  in  their 
h(ime  of  everlasting  darkness.  The  man  of  iiomji  al)ides 
not  therein  :  like  the  beast  he  perishes. 


'I'lie  riilillo: 
the  prin- 
pirrity  of  llic 
wi.  k-l 
(I. 2) 


15.    /"///•  !-'r':i':rs/ii/>  -u'/'iii/r  llir  (iihui  rnjov  witli  God  (73) 

After  the  long  anguish  of  (Uniht  ?,\a\  misgiving.  I  am 
now  persuaded  that  (iod  is  good  to  Israel  -at  least  to  the 

"  Israel  indeed." 

For  long  my  faith  that  God  ruled  justly,  eame  very 
near  to  tottering.  For  I  was  indignant,  when  I  saw  how 
well  the  godless  braggarts  fare.  They  know  no  [laiii, 
they  enjoy  sound  health. '     They  are  strangers  to  the  to:! 

'  Not  money  ivv.  6-3). 

'Or,  from  the  hanil  of  tlie  cr.iv  -.ihru  it  i,'-y,is/>s  nir  Cr.imni.Ttir.iHy  this 
is  possible,  but  in  such  a  context  the  other  is  better.  "To  take"  is  the 
technical  expression  for  the  talcinK  by  Gnii  of  a  good  m.in  after  death  :  cf. 
P$.  73  :  24.  The  famous  illustrations  in  the  historic.^l  books  are  in  Oen. 
5  :  14.  2  KinRS  2  :  q.  i..,  p.-issages  which  indicate  how  hi),'h  ,ind  rare  a  dignity 
is  implied  by  the  word. 

•  Instead  of  ■'  for  there  are  no  bands  in  their  death  :  bnt  their  strength  is 
fi'm."  the  meaning  should  probalily  be,  "  for  thry  have  no  pains,  their  body 
is  healthy  (or   sound)   and   firm  (fat,    well   fed)."      Ihc  word  for  "  to  their 
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and  afflictions  of  other  men.  I  Icncc  they  become  haughty 
and  violent,  with  their  bloated  sensuous  eyes'  and  their 
riotous  thoutjhts  and  fancies.  They  jeer  and  indul^-e  in 
wKkcd  talk,  discussing  immorality  in  their  lofty  way. 
They  rail  against  everything  in  heaven  and  tarth.  Crowds 
of  like-minded  men  flock  to  them,  fancving  them  to  be 
n..!.lc  fellows.'  "  What  should  the  most  high  Co,!  know 
.'"'lit  It."  th-y  say.  Why.  look  at  the^i !  (iodless  as 
they  are.  they  are  always  happy,  hcapint;  higher  their  pile. 

Ah!  surely,  thought  I.  it  is  for  nothm.^  that  I  have  kept  n,.  psnW 
my  heart  and   hands  unspotted  from   the  world,  for  the'','.''/'" 
morning  of  each  11,  w  day  broimht  nw  ^nme  fn-sh  stroke  ^■j"'''^ 
of  chastisement.      lUit  for  me  to  speak  thus  wouM  have 
heen  treachery  to  the  Jewish  faith.     So  tlun  1  sou;;lu  to 
study  it  afresh,  but  a  wearisome  task  it  se.-med. 

Hut  in  the  house  (,f  Cnd  '  on--  day  it  Hashed  upon  me,  as  ih.  ..lu.i,.,, 
I  thought  upon  their  future.     For  thev  cannot  keep  tluir  ;/"TT''"'=^ 
t'<t.    down   to    (lfstru(-tion  *   thou    hurlest    them- in    -i  "'"■"'""= 
moment  they  are   dean   gone-swept  away  by   terrors,  wi'-'keT"* 

d«th"  is  (.mendH,   with  h.eh  probability,  tn  rcirt    "to  them  soiind  i,    '^  "^ 
.    •     .     (their  body)." 

'  V.  7,  E.  G.  King  renders  "their  iniqnity  rocs  f.,rth  in  grossness he 

wnrds  for  "eye"  and   "  iniqmty  "  are  much  alike  in    Hcl.rew.     (.heyne- 

I  rum  an  unfeeling  heart  their  iniquity  comes  f..rth."     So  Baethgeii 

»  lUethgen  thmlcs  lob  means,  "  who  dnnk  in  (heir  ruinous  teaching  " 
V.  ,7.   Ma.iy  take  this  verse  to  ^..ean:   I  penetrated  into  //;,•  tccrHs  o, 
f.od  instead   of  th,  sanctuarU,  o/  God.     Hut  this  would  be  .gainst  the 
fommon  usage  of  the  words. 

•  Or  disappointment. 
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Til';  Kood 
m;  n's  un- 
broken fi'l 


despised  as  a  dream  that  has  haunted  a  man  is  despised, 
when  he  wakes.  It  was  foolish,  then,  of  me  to  he  prcj- 
voked  by  the  success  of  the  wicked.  When  the  perplexi- 
ties of  life  jjoaded  my  heart  into  bitter  indiij^nation,  I  was 
stupid  in  ihy  sight  as  a  beast,  that  sees  nothing  l)ut  what 
is  before  its  eyes. 

liiu  as  for  \\\K\  I  am  continually  with  thee.  With  my 
right  banc',  in  thine,  thou  dost  guide  me  across  the  journey 
'';ud'('r,."TJ'  "f  ''f<^  '"  ^he  way  thou  wouldst  have  me  togo  ;'  an  I  when 
the  jour-iey  over,  thou  wilt  receive  me  to  glory.  If  I 
have  but  thee,  there  is  ni'hing  in  heaven  or  on  earth  that 
I  Ir-ng  for.  And  no  power  can  rob  me  of  thee,  for  though 
mybo''y  w  -^te  aw.ay,-  thou  art  my  portion  forever  It  is 
not  so  with  ..I'lse  who  are  faithless:  they  stray  from  thee 
and  perish.  Hut  as  for  mc,  my  hajipincss  lies  in  being 
close  to  my  Cod  :  in  him,  who  is  my  Lord,  my  confidence 
is  fixed  immovably.' 

Ill 

KE.  T.FC  TIONS    flVJN'    DIVINE    PROVIDEXCE 
I.    Jrhoi'ii/i's   Oninisiieuit'  and  ()»niiprese>u'c  (139) 

Jehnv.ili  per-      O  my  (lod,  tliou  hast  searcheil  me.  and  my  life,  both 
.i'''m,ui\",iit-'' ^^i'hm  and  without,  thou  knowest  altogether  -  when  I  sit 

w.inl  life  ami      ,  ,,  .  ,        ■  ,     .       , 

limaril  '''■  '■'3'  ^4.  m  r^ntrasl  i.i  the  wu  ked,  who  c.T'.not  ktop  ilirir  foet. 

iliought  'In  life;   nr,  mure  pnib.ably,  after  ilealh. 

^'■•^i  '  In  riatise  28c  "  tlia'  I  may  decl.ire  all  tliy  wc-rks."  the   Creek   version 

adds  yel  another  clause,  "in  the  gates  r,f  the  dauKlitcr  of  2iun." 
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down  and  wh.u  I  rise,  and  what  I  think,  and  what  I  say 

and  where  I  ^o      I  cannot  escape  thee,  for  tl,ou  art  abou; 

me.  bchmc   and  before,  and  thy  hand  holds  n,e  f.rmly 

■  :mnot  un.lerstand  it ;  it  is  too  marvellous  for  me 

'  '''"""f  ^'^  ^^-'if-re  thou  art  not.     Were  I  to  rlin,},  th    ,  u 

i-ayens.  thou  art  there;  were  I  to  lav  „,     \n\u:t^l^^:^. 

wo        bHoM:  there  thou  art  a,.o.     Were  f  to  s   e^;::;; '^^^ 
.'II  sMf  ness  f,o,n  east  to  the  distant   west,  even  there 
would  ,hy  hand  grasp  n>e  and  lead  n,e.     Were  I  to  s" 

Surely  darkness  shall  cover  me.  and  the  li^ht  be  ni.ht' 
a  on    me.;  the  darkness  would  not  be  too  dark  for     ee 
■'■"'1  tlie  night  would  be  bright  as  day 

i  praise  thee,  because  thou  '  hast  shown  thvself  to  be  so  u  ■  ,. 
-"   rous  and  awful.     Tl,y  works  are  nK.rvdlous       1,1"--"'^ 
-■'y'-iy-thou  knowest  me  altogether,  and  hast  knowi.  ^■■"-Vn"' 

c  from  the  days  when  I  was  fashioned  and  wrought       '' °' 

t|K-  dark  and  secret  place  of  the  won.b.  Thou  didtt  see 
"•^•-'"f  cl  skcn  of  my  days,  thou  didst  fashio  ttem  a  d 
vnte  them  m  thy  book.'  ere  any  of  them  was  n,  o 

^■""^■^'^''-'-^'^—  for:  innumerable  is  the  sum 

...a.^tsi:::;:::r '-- '-  --' "---  ^  '--">••  '^••^  ^a.  ,e.n 
an'.';';;;:. : '■  ;L::z'T'r'-  't^-^ --■-- '■'— = and 3, 

ail  recorded:  evi^  ^^  .  ^  ^";:: ,'?  T'  """  '"  "'  '"''  ""-^  ^^ 
.!,«."  ^  '""  ^-'^'''''''^J.  not  o.ie  among  them  escapes 
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77u'  J-.hssagts  of 


May  thn-ie 
wti'i  liave 
ilip  hrurt  to 
rrsist  siK  Ii  i 
Cnii  lie  dc- 
stT'iyeci 

lV:iy<-r  T  ir 
leading 


of  thy  thoughts  — more  than  the  sand  updii  ttic  shore.  I 
fall  asleep  ihiiikiii^'  of  the  woikKt  of  it  all  ;  and,  wtun  1 
awake,  I  an)  rlunkim,^  of  it  still. 

(1  how  <;inst  tlmu  tolerate  the  bloodthirsty,  .i^odlcss 
m<"n  ■"  ()  that  thou  wonldst  slay  tiieni,  .md  remove  them 
out  of  my  siL;hl ;  for  they  are  iiothin.t^  but  spiteful  rebels 
and  li|as[ihcmers.  'riiiiic  enemies  are  mine,  I  loathe 
them  ,   I  liate  them  utterly. 

•Se.in  ii  me,  O  ("lod,  and  e.^amine  the  thoughts  of  my 
heart,  and  see  if  there  be  any  such  folly  in  me.  Take 
nie  thyself  by  the  hand,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  ever- 
lasting. 


2.    The   Joy  of  I'fUo-vship  ivith   God  (i^>) 

Thejovof  With  quiet  confidence  1  commit  myself,  O  Cod,  to  thy 
with'(;.!d'  keeping.  O  God  of  Israel,  I  claim  thee  as  my  Lord.'  I 
^leVi"")'™'  '''*^^'  ""^^  h.ippiness  apart  from  thee  and  thy  people.'     In 

them  is  all  my  joy.     Thou  art  the  true  ("rod,  and  I  will 

worship  none  but  thee. 

.\s  for  the  false  gods,'  which  some  of  my  countrvmen 

'  \'.  ?.  A.  \'  "  ()  my  ■'01.1  "  (for  wlii(  h  there  is  no  warrant)  "  thuii  hast 
said,"  should  simply  he,  "  I  said." 

'V.  3  is  very  difficult;  tlie  simiilesl  solution  seems  tri  he  to  regard  (a  as  a 
f;l<iss  on  3b:  the  word  "  glorious  ones  "  may  h;.  .'e  t)ecn  felt  to  stand  in  need 
;)f  explanation ;  and  on  this  view,  it  is  explained  hy  the  word  "saints"  or 
lioly  ones. 

•V.  4.  The  Hel)rew  words  for  "  idols  "  and  "  pains"  are  very  similar: 
tlie  <  ontcxt  makes  the  former  meaning  much  the  more  probable. 
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I's.lllll    \(^  ;   II 


Imnnr,'  I  will  take 
even  'ake  tucir 


tinn  and  my  lot  continii 
Jehovah  has  indeed 


part   in  their  bloody  u^Tshiji,' nor 
name  npnn  my  lips.     My  God  is  my  por- 


allv, 


only  gi 


-en  me  himself,  but  he  h 


■en  very  good  to  me.     \\c  [, 


as  not  The 


places,  and  -j-ivrn 


as  cast  mv 


me  a  c 


ss  him  for  .mjulinjr  nie  bv  h 


eli,i,dits()me  inhciiiatu 


l"t  in  pleasant 


ci.nfi. 


the  stillness  of  tiic  ni'^ht,  k 


is  rounsel,  as  1   medit. 


deru  r,  sc  iir- 
ity.  .Ttiii 
I    will  ''^'ri'i'iP'-'^  of 

lt(^     in  true  wor- 


eepini;  him  eontinualiv  bef 


ore  (6 


IS  well  because  he  is  at  my  right  'hand  to 


my  eyes. 

protect  me.  Therefore  with  confidence  and  gladness  in 
my  heart  I  look  forward  to  all  that  can  betide:  for  thou 
u-ilt  not  abandon  those  who  love  thee  '  to  the  gaping  jaws 
"f  <'^^^';!;^  '"■'  the  way  that  leadeth  to  life  th.u  wilt  show 
n.e  \\  here  shines  the  light  of  thy  gracious  lace,  there  is 
gladness  complete;  an<l  in  thy  hand  thou  boldest  pleas- 
ures   which  thou  art  evermore  ready  to  bestow. 

'  n-.i.  is  no  doul.t  ,he  general  sense.  In.t  ,hr  deta.l  is  very  ,  hscure      W.ll 
-.-.. annates  :,„  O.ese.  ,he.  idois.  le,  o.hers  find  pleasure      Pn^.: 

'Ki.Mer,   chUd   s..,crifire,    with  concomitant  dnnk    offering  (I,    5,  •   ,  f  . 

•  One  Hcl.rew  tradition  reads  this  word  (v.  ,0)  i„  „,e  plnral.      I'ven  if  ,he 
n^ularbe  read    however,  i,  n,ay  still  represent  tl.e  plurll.     The  dec       n 

>..irdcd  as  an  individual  or  the  <  hiirch 

^ :.M::t:rM'-;:r'""""'" ""  "'"^  '-"--^.-.^..-^  -  she,,, ,.  .he 

"  In  both  the  material  and  spiritual  sense. 
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3.    The  Need  of  Divine  Help  (127  -i.  -) 
ThencH  Without  the  help  of  Cod,  all  human  toil  is  vain.      I'-c  it 

c?;Sa;lh  !h'-  buiklins  of  a  house  or  the  watchiiv^' of  a  nty.  unless 
in  God  (1, 2)  [,.|,ovaii  be  there  to  help  and  inspire,  it  is  all  in  vain.  Ye 
must  not  wear  your  strength  out,  as  if  all  depended  upon 
you.  It  is  idle  for  you  to  rise  so  early  and  to  sit  down  so 
late  to  the  evening;  meal,  thus  eating  the  bread  of  sorrow. 
Kor  the  best  gifts  do  not  go  to  the  busiest  hanils.  Jeho- 
vah bestows  his  gifts  upon  those  whom  he  loves,  when 
they  rest  and  are  still. 

4.    -Jihovdh  the  Good  Shcphcui  (23)  . 

Like  a  good  shepherd,  my  Cod  is  always  caring  forme, 
so  that  1  lack  for  ncthing.  I  le  guides  me  to  sources  of  re- 
newal and  rest,  making  me  lie  down  in  pastures  green,  and 
leading  me  to  the  waters  of  quietness.  My  weary  spirit  he 
refreshes  :  he  guides  me  in  p.aths  that  are  straight,  for  the 
glory  of  his  name.  Yea,  and  he  can  guide  me  in  the  dark- 
ness as  in  the  light.  For,  even  when  I  walk  in  the  valley  of 
the  deep  sh.adow,  1  fear  no  ill ;  for  thou  art  with  me,  to  guide 
and  defend  me.     Thy  rod  '  and  thy  staff  are  my  comfort. 

Thou  art.  too,  my  Imst  as  well  as  my  shepherd,  and  at 
thy  hospitable  table,  I  feast  without  fear,  though  mine 
enemies  glare  in  upon  me.  Thou  anointest  my  head  for 
the   bamiuet,  and  the  gifts  of  thy  table  are  abundant. 

1  The  club  witii  wIulIi  tht  wild  beasls  were  beaten  i.ff. 
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Surely  troodncss  and  mercy,  an,t;c!s  tuain,  shall  f,,!low 
riose  after  nic  all  my  days,  and  1  shall  dwell'  fnrever  in 
the  house  of  my  (iod. 

5-    7Vie  Sfrf>ir  Confidence  rf  the  Godlv  (91) 

The  man  who  knows  the  almi.^hty  and  the  most  hi^h  P.rfer,  s.- 
God  to  fje  his  shelter  and  his  home,  can  simr  to  him  with  -^'"""v/^'  , 

.,,    ,    f.  1  .-  1  .,.,  '^  evLTv  kind 

j^ratetul  conhdence  :   "  I  hou  art  my  refui^e,  my  fortress  -f  I'-^ril,  of 
my  (iod  m  whom  1  trust."  ^  7-''"'-.:'^ 

For  he  is  mij^hty  to  deliver  from  perils  of  every  kind,  u.^ll'"'"^ 
lie  ean  save  thee  from  snare  and  deadlv  pestilence  ■  his 
s!R:lterii;j,r  winys  can  safely  .  ,nvr  thee.     Thou  needest  not 
fear  tile  terror  of  nij^lit,  nor  tiu-  arrow  that  liieth  hy  day." 
nnrthe  pla-iie  that  stalks  in  the  dark.'^  nor  the  de.idly  lu'.at 
of  n(Jonday.     Ten  thousand  of  the  godless  mav  fall  about 
thee,  hut  the  evil  shall  never  touch    thee;  for  Jehovah's 
faithfulness  is  to  thee  as  a  shield  of  defence.     Thou  shalt 
see  with  thine  eyes  how  the  godless  are  punished  ;  hut 
that  is  all.     For  thou  thyself  art  safe  ;  thou  hast  made  the 
niost  hij,di  (;od  thy  refui,re  and  thy  home.      No  evil  sh.dl 
!'<  fall  thee  ;  no  plague  shall  come  near  thy  tent  ;  for  at  his 
I'idding,  the  angels  preserve   thee  wherever   tlxni  goest, 
ijearing  thee  up  and  keeping  thee  from  stumbling  on  the 

■Tlie  Hebrew  text  reads  "return,-  uhia,  wuulj  be  v.-rv  appr.,pp  ,tc  if 
the  p..->lm  were  written  in  extle:  but  prubably  tl,e  faniili..r' trut.slatun  cLr. 
rcc  tly  represents  tlie  (jriginal  text. 

■'  I'erliaps  the  allusion  is  to  sunstr,;ke  (cf.  121  :  6). 

■■'  I'ussibly  regarded!  as  a  demon. 
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Jehovah's 
vow 


Helpromes 
fruin  Jeho- 
vah (1.  ^) 


He  IS  the 
sleepless 
sentinel 
<J,  4) 

AKvay-i  and 
everywiiere 
he  preserves 


'I'he  security 
iif  thi'se  whu 
trust  [ehu- 
vah  (i-j) 


Stony  ways.  Over  all  that  is  stronj,^  aiul  cnul  and  trcac  li- 
eroiis  thou  stiak  liave  the  dominion.  Rfp'.ik-s  and  addcTs, 
lions  and  dragons,  shalt  thou  trample  under  foot. 

"  All  this,"  saiih  Jeliovah,  "  I  will  do  for  the  man 
who  loves  me  and  cares  for  me.  I  will  deliver  and  e.xalt 
him.  When,  in  his  hour  of  need,  he  ealls  me,  I  will  an- 
swer and  stand  by  him.  I  will  save  him  and  bring  him  to 
honor,  and  spare  him  hjng  to  see  the  golden  Messianic 
days." 

6.    Jt/!07'a/i  the  Guarilian  of  his  People  (121) 

Wistfully  I  lift  up  mine  eyes  to  the  mountains,  and  ask 
my  heart  whence  eometh  my  helfj.  Not  from  the  moun- 
tains, my  heart  makes  answer,  but  from  Israel's  Ciod,  the 
creator  of  heaven  and  earth. 

He  can  preserve  as  well  as  create,  for  he  keeps  me  from 
stumbling,  and  watches  over  me  with  sleepless  care — yea 
with  sleepless  and  unsliuiibcring  care. 

.Surely  he  is  my  preserver  and  defender.  No  baleful 
inlluence  shall  hurt  me  by  day  or  night.  He  will  preserve 
me  from  evil  of  every  kiiui.  All  the  day  long  he  keeps 
me,  from  morn  till  even,  when  I  come  home,  and  he  will 
keep  me  evermore. 

7.    JeJunuxh  an    I'nf ailing;  Defence  (125) 

They  that  trust  in  Jehovah  shall  be  like  Mount  Zion, 
immovable  forever,  encircled  and  defended  by  Jehovah, 
as  the  encircling  hills  defend  Jerusalem  ;  for  he  will  never 
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siilffilhe  godless  ',,  rule  over  Israel's  holy  land,  lest  Israel 
should  then  be  tempted  to  obandou  her  faith  and  j^o  over 
to  heathendoni. 

Crant  good  fortune,  then,  to  all  that  arc  good  and  true-  Prayer  for 
hearted  in  Israel  ;  but  make  those  who  turn  aside  to  paths  J"'^"' 
of  eonipriHiiise  share  the  fate  of  the  wicked.      I'eace  be 
upon  Israel ! 

8.   Jehovah's  Favor  to  the  Godly  (34)  • 

I  will  bless  and  praise  Jehovah  without  ceasing;  and  Praise  of 
the  godly  are  glad  wh.en  they  hear  how  I  boast  in  him.  /he  drUvi°' 
Come,  then,  and  magnify  Jehovah  with  me,  and  let  us  *""/;f  *^'" 
exalt  his  name  together;  for  he  heard  me  when  I  sought <'-'°f'     ' 
him  and  saved  me  from  all  that  affrighted  me.       If    ye 
but  look  ^  to  him,  your  faces  shall  shine  for  very  joy,  and 
there  shall  be  no  blush  of  shame  upon  them.     Here  Ms 
one  who  was  crushed  ;  but  Jehovah  heard  his  prayer,  and 
brought  him  safely  out  of  all  his  distresses  ;  for  his  un- 
seen  victorious   hosts*   evermore    encamp   round   about 
them  that  truly  worship  him.     O  taste  and  see  that  Jeho- 

'  Ps.  34  is  an  alphabetic  psalm. 

■^The  third  person  plural  is  not  in  place  here  (v  5);  the  second  plural 
imperative  is  correct.  (So  the  Greek  version.)  No  consonantal  change  is 
necessary. 

'  Pointing  to  himself. 

«  One  angel  could  not  encamp  round  about  a  company.  Either  he  rep. 
resents  Jehovah  himself  (rf.  Ps.  1J5  :  2),  or  is  captain  of  Jehovah's  host 
(f.  Josh.  5;  14;  aKingsO:i7.) 
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riw  Missagts   oj 


Ifhovah 
f.ivurs  the 

(IJ  23) 


vah  is  goou.  How  happy  is  the  man  who  puts  his  trust 
in  him  !  O  fear  Jehuvah,  ye  iliat  are  his  saints;  for  they 
that  fear  him  lack  for  notlun.^r.  Rdx-ls  '  indeed  may  be 
poor  and  hungry,  but  not  th(;sc  who  seek  Jehovah  ;  they 
lack  no  good  thing. 

Come,  then,  children,  and  listen  while  I  teach  you  the 
secret  of  religion.  If  a  man  desires  a  long  and  happy 
life,  he  must  be  true  and  sincere  in  speech,  devoted  to  all 
that  is  good,  and  an  earnest  lover  of  peace.  Jehovah  sets 
his  face  '  against  the  evil-doers,  to  root  out  their  memory 
from  the  earth.  lUit  he  looks  with  U\c  upon  the  right- 
eous ;  he  listens  to  their  cry  and  brings  them  safely  out 
of  their  distress.  To  the  broken-hearted  he  is  near, 
and  he  saves  those  whose  spirit  is  crushed  ;  for,  though 
the  troubles  of  the  righteous  are  many,  Jehovah  de- 
hvers  them  out  of  them  all.  and  evermore  pre.serves  them 
from  the  swift  and  violent  death  that  overtakes  the 
wicked  ;'  but  those  who  hate  the  righteous  shall  pay  the 
penalty.* 


'  "Apostates,"  instead  of  "young  liuns."  This  is  Duhm's  suggesiion. 
The  words  are  very  similar. 

'  Vv.  15  anil  i(j  ought  to  be  transposed. 

•  In  V.  ai.  it  is  not  "evil,"  as  in  the  EnKlish  version,  but  "a  calamity," 
"  misfortune,"  that  is  to  slay  t)ie  wicked. 

<  V.  22— Jehovah  redeems  his  servants,  and  not  one  of  them  who  trusts  in 
him  shah  sufTer-is  no  doubt  a  l.turRical  addition,  like  25 :  22.  The  previous 
verse  began  with  the  last  letter  of  the  Hebrew  alphabet  (/);  this  rerie  be- 
gins with/,  whereas/  is  already  represented  by  v.  16. 
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9-    T/ie  Blessedness  of  Jehovah's  Followets  (112)  ' 

nu\K  happy    is  the  man   who  arknow.edt^cs  Jeliovah.' xhr  pro,, 
and  tiiuls  grcal  pleasure  in  his  law.      He  shall  be  blessed  ''"''>'  ^'"' 

I   i,;_   j^,. 1        .         ,      ,,  ,  sfturitv    <if 


tliMSf*     who 
ff.ir    ( Jud 


and  his  descendants  shall  be  a  power  in  the  land.  Wealth 
and  riches  are  in  his  house,  and  the  divine  blessint;  abides  (.-.0 
with  him  forever.  In  his  darkness  liijht  arises,  and  he, 
like  his  Cod,'  IS  full  of  s^rare  and  pity  and  jii.stice.  Happy 
is  the  man  who  lends  and  gives,  and  who  is  just  in  the 
management  (;f  his  affairs.'  He  will  enjoy  unshaken 
prosperity  and  be  remembered  forever.  Kvi'l  tidings  do 
not  terrify  him  :  for  with  straH.fast  heart  he  trusts  Jehovah. 
Ills  heart  is  tirm  and  fearless,  lie  knows  that  one  d,iy  he 
will  feast  his  eyes  upon  his  enemies.  He  give.-,  liberally  to 
the  poor,  the  divine  l)!essing  abides  with  him  forever,  he  is 
lifted  to  honor.  At  the  sight  tlie  godless  man  gnashes  his 
teeth  with  vexation  and  pines  away  with  disappointeil  hopes. 

lu.    The  rrosperity  of  Jehovah's   J\-o/>/e  (144  :   12-15)' 

Our  .sons  shall  be  as  plants  that  are  trained,  and  our  i  h.  pro,. 
daughters  like  the  sculptured  figures  '  that  adorn  the  nil- ?"''>' "^ 

1         JrtiMvali", 
'  -Kn  .ilphabetic  p*.ilm,  companicn-picce  to  i  m,  wl.i.  h  is  als  .  ;.!pl,at.ctlc      T'"''''; 
'M  his  verse  points  back  to  III  :  io.  t'-J-'S) 

•C  •:,:4, 

*  Or  perhaps,  he  will  niaintaii,  his  rase,  that  is,  will  ii..t  Inse  it,  at  the  trial 
■•  These  verses  have  Httle  „bvious  relatiu.i  to  vv.  i-,.,  and  appear  tu  con^ 
ti.iiite  a  fragment  by  themselves. 
"  Fur  example,  Caryatides, 
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The  blessin, 
of  children 
("7:3-5) 


Jfhijvah 
blcisei  his 
wttrsiiippers 
with  a  happy 
h'Jinc,  and  a 
pan  ill  llie 
welfare  of 
Jcnisaleni 
(138;  1-6) 


I  III'  tMi'ssages  of 

lars  of  a  palace.  Our  .v^artu-rs  shall  alunin,!  u  ,tl,  More  nf 
every  kind;  our  slu-c-p  \v,ll  bniiK  forth  l,v  tl„-  mvnad  on 
our  pastures,  and  our  tattle  will  1„-  heavilv  laden." 

Peace  and  prospenty'  shall  rn^n  1:1  our  streets. 

O  hou-  happy  is  the  people  who  fare  thus  well !  and 
thus  fares  the  people  whose  ( iod  is  Jehovah. 

1 1.    Jehovah  the  Soune  of  Domestic  Joys  (127:  3-5* ;  ,  2.S) 

;  See  !  Jehovah  bestows  upon  those  who  fear  hitn  the 
Kift  of  -hildren.  and  mighty  defenders  are  the  S(.ns  who 
are  born  to  a  man  in  lus  youth.  ( )  h„w  happy  is  he  wiio 
has  many  sueh  !  He  shall  hold  up  his  head  wiih  .:on- 
tidenee  when  he  faces  his  enemies.'' 

How  happy  is  everyone  tliat  fears  lehovah  and  keeps 
ins  connnandments  !  Not  another,  but  thou  thyself  shalt 
eat  wliat  thy  hands  have  toile<l  for  :  iiappy  and  prosper- 
ous Shalt  thou  be.      In  her  inner  cliamber  thy  wife  shall 

>  TlR-re  are  dimcultics  i„  ,he  way  of  the  tra.,sLu,„n  '•  heavy  with  youns  - 
I  he  ineaninK'  is  obscure,  and  the  wurdii  may  he  a  k'Ius?. 

»  This  is  the  Keneral  sense,  hut  the  <letail  ,s  very  .,bs,  ure.  Wellhausen 
translates  "  There  is  no  murder  n.^  .nanslaughter."  Duhm  :  "  No  mis- 
fortune or  loss  in  our  markets." 

:•  It  is  only  by  a  somewhat  stramol  interpretation  that  any  connection  can 
be  found  between  these  verses  a,M  vv.  .,  ..  h,  any  ,  .,se,  they  may  fa.rly 
be  taken  by  themselves. 

«  "  When  he  speaks  with  his  enemies  m  the  «ate.-  That  is,  either  (a)  in 
time  of  war,  or  (b)  in  a  legal  process,  where  might  often  triumphed  over 
rigtit,  lus  sons  would  defend  him. 
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I"'  fruitful  .IS  a  viiu-,  aiul  tl.y  ,  luldrcn  round  about  tliy 
t.il)h-  like  glad  youn.i;  olive-trees.  Sec  '  su-  li  shall  he  the 
blessintr  that  Jehov.ih  will  dispense  from  the  temple  to 
the  man  that  fears  him. 

All  the  days  of  thy  life  thou  shalt  enjoy  the  ^'oocJ 
fortune  of  Jerusalem,  an.l  shalt  live  to  see  thy  children's 
children.     I'.aie  be  upon  Israel. 

\i.    The  liUssfdness  of  Ih other ly   Concord  (133)' 

Wliat  a  beautiful  si,i,du  to  see  brethren,  whose  homes  are  The b..u,y 
far  apart,  united  and  dwellinir  totjether  atrain  '  A  si,,hr  "'''""'"'y 
as  welcome  ■  as  the  ^ro„dly  oil  that  runs  down  the  hi;,di- 
priesfs  beard -the  beard  that  fiows  over  the  collar  of  the 
garment  !  A  slight  refreshmii  as  the  heavy  dew  that  falls 
upon  the  hills  of  Jerusalem.  For  within  that  city  is  the 
heavenly  blessing— even  life  that  shall  never  end. 

'  lUU  for  tl.c  refrrenc.  f,  Aaron,  one  ii>i>;  .efer  the  psaln,  to  the  reunion 
of  the  m.-mbers  „f  a  fa.mly.  |„  its  pr«ent  .  rrn,  at  least,  it  seem,  to  refer 
to  :he  festivals  which  brought  the  scattered  member,  of  the  Jewish  race  to- 
gether  to  Jerusalem. 

>  Possibly  the  point  ..f  comparison  in  v.  .  is  that  the  lon^  line,  of  the 
house,  of  Jerusalem  and  the  tents  „f  the  pil^-rims,  flow  down  the  slope,  of 
the  lemple  hX,  even  to  the  base-hke  the  oil  on  Aaron',  garment.  y\S . 
Kobertson  .^mith,  LKJ  Testament  in  the  Jex^.isU  Church,  p.  212    note) 
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IV 


REFLECTIONS    ON     IMF.    VAI.I'K    OF    SCRIPTURE 
I.  Its  Mastery  the  Secret  of  Sua  ess  (i) 

Kodlyo-3)  P^Tilous  path  of  Kodlessness— that  path  which  bev;ms  in 
ciallyin«  with  evil,  ami  leads  by  sure  steps  to  the  dehhcrate 
scorn  of  rehj>ion.  Hut  his  lieart  is  set  upon  the  S.riptures. 
and  over  them  he  broods  rontiniially.  The  destiny  of 
surh  an  one  is  bri^dit-like  a  tree,  fnntfui  and  fair,  with 
roots  that  are  nourished  by  water  from  tlie  rivulets,  .uui 
leaves  that  nev.T  f;uie.'  All  that  lu-  docs  he  brings  to  a 
hai)py  issue. 

I'"ar  other  is  the  destinv  of  the  t^odless.  They  are  liijht 
as  the  ehalf  blown  about  by  the  wind  ;  ;ind  when  the  winds 
of  jud^Mnent  begin  to  blow,  they  shall  not  be  able  to  keei) 
their  feet,  nor  sl^rll  they  have  any  place  in  the  assembly 
of  the  righteous.  For.  while  Jehovah  w.ttches  over  the 
way  that  the  righteous  takes,  the  way  of  the  godless  van- 
ishes out  of  sight. 

'  "..f.  Jer.    17  :  7,   8,   where   thij   is   tiie  blebiiiig  u{   the  nun   wh,;   trusts 
Jehovah. 


The  fnte  of 

the  unx'jjly 
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Tlu-  r.ncft   of  thf  I.a-i-  (19  :  7-14)' 


111.-  Ian-   „f  Jrhovah    1.   spotless.      It   l)nni;s  tl,.  sp.ni  ii.r  «i„ry 
back  to  life.     Its  warnings  and  promises  are  sure  ;  and  to  T",  i'""""' 
the  simpio  they  impart  wisddti..      Its  statutes  .uv  rij,du  ;  "'""*7-''''> 
they  m.i!«-  ^'lad  th--  heart  that  obeys  them.    The  rchi^ion  • 
of  Jelmvali  ,s  pure;  and,  hke  all  that  is  pure,  it  abideth 
forever.     What  Jehovaii  enjoins  is  true  and  n.^ht  ;  more 
precious  arc  his  laws  than   the  tuust  ^old.  and  sueeter 
than  the  choicest  honey.     l5y  them    tliy  serv.ant  ♦  is  en- 
lightened and  uarne,!,  and  he  is  ri-hly  rewarded  wnen  he 
Keeps  the  same. 

Who  can  trace  the  sins  that  he  nnwittingly  commits  ?  p„v,r  f.„ 
01  all  such  sins  declare  me  guiltless  ;  and  preserve  tiie  ()  t"'^''>- »'"l 
my  (]od.  from  p,-nls  wuhout  as  well  as  within.     .Save  me  S'm)""' 
from  the  arrog.mt.  and  keep  them  from  lording  it  ove^ 
me.  thine  own  people  Israel.     Then,  when  the  land  is  rid 
of  their  yoke,  I  shall   know  that  thou  hast  declar 'd  me 
blameless  and  free  from  apostasy. 

He   pleased    to   accept   these   words   and    thonglus  of 
mine.  O  Jehovah,  my  rock  and  redeemer. 

'  Kv.n  ,f  vv    ,-.,  w„e  .riKinally  indepe,„!ent,  ,he  conner,i„n  with  7-,, 

.    ; ■   '"■  ^'   "^'   "^  '•"'^    '"    ""=   ''■y   ^"'l    •^crip.ur^,  ,l,elaw„f(;.din 

:..itiue.ind  revcL-itiori. 

»Thr  synonyms  for  Scripture  here  are  much  ,he  ...me  a,  ,n  I',.   ,„,. 

.e  ea.    f  J   hovah.  i„  the  uhjec.ive  sense  ;   that.s,  therehgion  A  I.r„l. 
J  hat  ,s,  Israel,   this  becomes  plainer  in  v.  .3. 
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It'  prerepti 
jirMiiiiite  ui. 
rixhtiiesi 
(1-8) 


It  reveak 

Jrhovali's 
will  (9- 1 6) 


3.   Meditations  on  the   Word  of  God  (119)' 

Happy  are  they  whose  life  is  hlaiiiclcss— they  wlio  ear- 
iHstly  st-aixli  llie  Siiiptures  that  tiiey  may  know  and  (in 
tlie  will  of  (kxi,  as  u  is  contained  therein,  and  sinl(>ssly 
walk  in  liis  ways  ()  tliat  I  niiglu  !)e  ^,ic,ulf,isi  in  my 
walk  !  then  would  ol)edienee  bring  me  to  the  goal.  I  will 
render  thee  n-y  hearty  thanks,  when  I  master  all  thy 
righteous  laws  ;  and  ( ) !  forsake  me  not  utterly,  lest  mine 
obedience  be  put  to  shame. '^ 

Only  by  a  vigiluve  >rn  of  a  knowledge  of  Scripture 
can  a  \oung  man  keep  his  life  pure.  Let  me  not  stray 
from  tliy  commandments:  m  them  I  have  earnestly  sought 
thee.  Thy  word  have  I  hidden  as  a  treasure  in  my  heart. 
to  keep  me  from  sinning  against  thee.  O  blessed  (iod  ! 
teach  me  thy  will.  I  rehearse  thy  commandments  with 
delight,  and  !  love  more  than  riches  tlit  way  to  which  they 
point  me.  I  think  upon  them  with  joy  and  will  remember 
them  forever. 


'  An  alphabetic  p'alm,  each  letter  claimine  8  verses.  As  in  the  alpha- 
betic psalms  K-nerally,  there  is  here  very  littl-  sequence  nf  thouKlif  Some- 
times several  verses  go  naturally  t..k:.-tlier  (cf  81-8S),  but  in  the  main  the 
meditations  are  isolated. 

''  Israel  was  we.ik  and  suffering  (141.143),  and  doubtless  felt  herself  a; 
this  time  f.rsakt-n  of  (lod.  1  he  "-pcaker  seems  to  be  Israel,  the  com- 
munity, naticm  or  church,  not  the  individual.  Notice  that  princes  take 
counsel  aKair.t  her  (23)  .nnd  persecute  her  (x6il:  she  is  small  and  despised 
(141)  and  almost  consumed  (87). 
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('.raciously  suffer  thy  servant  to  live,  and  I  will  keep  tliv  it  .,o,„f„r„ 
word.    Open  mine  eyes,  tlial  I  niav  see  the  wonders  of  iliv  '"  """■"' 
I  lA.     I  am  a  stranj^^cr  on  the  earth  ;  keep  me  not  then  in  <'7-=t' 
Uiinran.e  of  what  tlioii  wouldst  have  me  to  do."    My  sou! 
1-  worn  with  ceaseless  lon^ijin,!;  f„r  a  knowledge  of  thy  will, 
i  know  that  thy  rebuke  and  curse  rest  upon  the  arrogant 
who  care  not  for  thy  law  ;   but  1  have  kept  it.     Koll  away 
ihcn  the  shame  and  contempt  with  which  1  am  burdened, 
'i'housh  forei.ijn  princes  plot  against  me,  vet  I  ;,ill  meditate 
upon  thy  law ;  yea,  it  is  my  dcliKdn  as  well' as  my  counsellor. 

My  soul  is  exceeding  sorrowful,  and   I   am   ni,i,di  unto  it  ,„.,.,;,„ 
death  :  revive  me  accf)rdini,r  to  tliy  word.     When   I  tell  'f'i,!;"''^ 
thee  of  my  daily  iife,  thou  dost  answer  me.      O  teach  me  (''s's")' 
thy  will.  ?■  '\  I  will  think  on   thy  wonders.     Put  from  me 
the  spirit  of  apostasy,  and  teach  me  graciously,  for  I  have 
chosen  the  way  of  thy  truth,  and  steadily  clung  to  it.     O 
put  me  not  to  shame,  for  with  happy  heart  1  uould  run  in 
the  way  of  thy  commandments.' 

Teach  me  thy  will,  and   I  will  earnestly  do  it  forever.  „  .,,ove, 
(.lude  me  in  the  way  of  thy  commandments,  for  they  are '"^'^'-/"i'"" 
my  delight.  They  can  preserve  me  from  covetousness  and  'i"*'')"^ 
from  the  vain  desire  of  the  eyes,  if  thou  do  but  graciously 
revive  me.     Fulhl  upon  thy  servant  the  promise  whii  h  is 
for  those  that  fear  thee,  and  remove  the  reproach  that  I 

'  StranRe,     should  be  acqnainred  with  the  laws  of  t>.e  land,  so  a.  t.,  kecD 
Irom  traiiSKressing  them. 
'Or,  by  another  reaaing,  "  thy  commandments  are  the  joy  of  my  heart." 
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I'salm  1 19  :  39 


The  Messages  of 


It  impart? 

Cdura^re  to 
ir.eet  m.iUc 
ions  foes 
(4'-48) 


dread  ;  for  obedience  to  thy  word  deserves  not  reproach. 
Revive  nic  in  thy  mercy,  thai  I  may  fulfil  the  command- 
ments that  I  love. 

Visit  nu'.  0  (;of!,  with  thy  t^race  and  thy  salvation  ac- 
cording t(;  thy  inuinisc,  that  so  I  may  be  able  to  answer 
my  slanderer.  In  that  hour  take  'iot  out  of  my  mouth  the 
words  of  truth,  which  are  my  lion-j  and  confidence.  So 
shall  I  keep  thy  law  for  evernr  •  •,  and  walk  at  liberty. 
Kven  before  lieathen  princes,  in  tuc  land  of  our  dispersion. 
I  will  speak  of  thy  law  without  shame— the  law  that  I  love 
and  all  but  worship,'  the  law  in  wiiich  I  meditate. 

Remember  thy  pnnnise  tf)  thy  servant,  for  thou  has. 

tioM  6)  *'''''^^'"  "^^  '^"'^*^-  '^  '"^  '^  '">'  ^'t'Hifort  in  mine  affliction 
t>0MU9-56)  thjjt  (hy  words  preserve  me  in  life.  Despite  the  tierce 
mockery  of  the  arrogant,  I  have  not  swerved  from  thine 
ancient  law,  and  it  comforted  me  wiien  I  thought  thereon. 
Glowing  indignation  seizes  me.  when  1  think  of  the 
wicked  who  forsake  it.  It  is  so  dear  to  me.  I  sing  its 
praises  in  the  Iiouse  of  niy  pilgrimage.'  and  muse  on  thy 
name  in  the  night,  O  my  ("lod,  and  thou  dost  graciously 
enable  me  to  keep  thy  law. 

My  portion  is  Jehovah  :   I   keep  thy  law.'     Earnestly 
do  I  entreat  thee  to  revive  «  me  according  to  thy  promise. 


If  gives 
ciimf'Tt  ii 
sore  .ifflir 


it  attr.Trts 

the  Koiily. 

minijetl 

(57-^4^ 


'  Haiuls  were  raiseil  to  C^A  in  prayer  :  cf.   38  :  1. 
>  I'hat  is,  the  earth  :  cf.  v.  19. 

•  Or,  •■  my  portion  is  to  keep  thy  wurJs,  ()  Jehovah." 
«  So  Syriac.     The  Hebrew  reaJs,  "  be  gracious  to  me." 
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Ps 


:ilrn  1 19  :  78 


When  I 


the  d 


liink  upon  my  wavs,  I 


rcctioii  of  thy  cominandnunts 


spfcch'ly  turn  rnv  feet  i 


n 


aught  as  in  a  njt  by  the  snares  of  tl 

'iri;vt  thv  law.      At  midnight   I  rise  t( 

fellowsh 


rij^litec 


and  thouj^ii   I  am 

le  godless,  I  do  not 

praise  thee  for  thy 


L'ous  pr.-,vpts.  I  have  lelknvslup  with  all  who  ft-ar 
tliee  and  keep  thy  eoinmandments.  The  earth  is  full  of 
tliy  love,  0  my  Ciod.     Teach  me  thy  statutes 

-llHU,    hast    dealt   well   w,th   thy  servant,   aceorduig  to  „  ,.„...„ 
t!iy  promise.      leach  me  judgment  and  knowledge-   for ''","''""' 
1   ''•■■'"  "P"n  thy  laws.      lUfnre  aftiution   ,  ame    l'  was  -J^tn) 
^vanderer,   hut    now    I    keep   thy   word.      C.ood   thou   art 
and  thou  dcMst  go(,d  :  teaeh  me  thy  law.     The  arrogant 
fnrge    hes   aganist   nu-   with    unfeeling  lieart  ;  l,ut,  as  for 
"u\    {    keep    thy    ( ommandments    with   a    heart    that    is 
■■arnest  and  joyful.     Amiction  was  good  for  me-    for  ,t 
iH-ouglu  me  10  learn   thy  w,lL      Tliy  Lav  is  better  for  me 
than  treasiu-es  untold. 

As  thou  hast  ereated  my  body,  ereate  for  me  ai.so  the  I,  «iv.s  de- 
niind  to  learn  thy  eommandments.     Those  who  worship '''^'V"'' 
thee  will   be  glad  wlu-n  they  see  how  mv  pat.ent  conh-C:^^ 
dencc  ui  thee  has  been  crowned.      I  know  that  thy  uid..- 
nients  are  just,  and  that  mine  afthV-tion  is  a  proof  o"f  tin- 
'anhfulne.s.      May  thy  love  be  my  consolation,  according 
as  thou  hast  promised  to  thv  srrv„.>t.     Have  p,fv  upon 
'"<'.  that  I  may  live  ;  for  thy  law  is  mv  delight.     Alav  the 
arrogant  be  brought  to  shame,  for  thev  wrongfullv  op- 
;'n--ss  me;  but,  as  for  me.  I  meditate  on  thy  command- 
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Psaliii  ii'.j  :  79 


77ic  Messages  of 


to  the  : 

cuted 

(Si-88) 


nicnts.  May  all  turn  to  nio  who  fi-ar  thee  and  kimw  thy 
law.  May  my  heart  keep  thy  precepts  blamelessly,  that 
dis,c;race  may  never  be  mine. 
Itisasoiare  I  piiic  for  thy  help,  I  wait  for  thy  word.  '  look  witli 
ioiigiiii;  foi  thy  iironiise,  aiul  say  to  myself,  "  When  will 
thou  comfort  me  l' "  Thoui^h  I  am  worn  and  shrivelled 
Uke  a  wineskin  in  the  smoke,  yet  have  I  not  forgotten 
thy  commandments.  Since  my  days  are  so  few.  speedily 
e.xeiute  judgment  upon  my  lUTseciitors.  ,\  ]-iit  has  been 
dug  for   me  by  n  ving  and  arrogant  men.     ()  save 

me  according  to  _  ...itiiful  promises.  Though  thev  all 
but  consumed  me,  yet  did  I  not  fnrs.ike  tliv  eonimand- 
nients.  I  will  keep  then.,  if  thou  but  in  thy  ineny  revive 
me. 

Thy  word,  (")  Jehovah,  is  eter-ial  .is  the  heavens;  it  is 
because  of  thy  faithfulness  that  the  earth  ,and  all  things 
continue  throughout  the  generations:  they  are  all  thv  ser- 
vants.' But  for  the  joy  that  tliy  law  brought  me,  i  should 
have  perished  in  my  misery.  Never  shall  I  forget  thy 
commandments,  for  through  them  thou  hast  revived  me. 
Thine  I  am,  save  me,  for  I  am  studious  of  thy  law.  The 
godless  lie  in  wait  to  destroy  me  ;  but   I  give  heed  to  thy 

'  Fur  "  thy  faitlifulness  "  in  v.  90,  Duhm  reads  "  thy  wuni."  Fur  "  this 
day"  in  v.  91,  WelUiausen  reads  "  all  beings  "  The  words  are  not  unlike 
in  the  Hebrew.  Duhm  believes  that  these  two  verses  do  little  more  than  re- 
assert the  thought  of  v.  8q— the  eternity  of  the  divine  word.  The  yrses. 
a-j  they  stand  iti  the  c.xt,  contain  noble  th..nght ;  but  the  text  cannot  be  said 
to  be  certain. 
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It  is  eter- 
nally true 
(8996) 


the  rsaljiiisis 


r>-alni  r  19  ;  n  5 

prcropts.     All  earthly  prrfc,  tion   is  finite.  l,„t  tl,v  law  is 
intitiite. 

O  Iiow   I   love  thy   lau-;   [    thml<  nf  ,t  continually      It 
makes  me  wi.er  tlian  n,y  forei,^-n  fees.'  wIk,  woithl  teach 
n.e  another    faith  -wiser,  ton,  than    the  aged.      It   k<eps 
■ny  feet  unernn.i^ly  n,  thine  own  way.  far  from  the  paths  of 
M...      1  hn.,  thysdf '  art  my  teacher.     Sweeter  than  honey 
are  thy  words  :   they  hnn,^  me  wis.lum   and  te,a,h  me  to 
hate  every  false  way.' 
Thy  word  sheds  li.^ht   npnn  the  wav  that  I  shonkl  ^o 
w,Il  keep  the  ..-ow  th.at    I   have  sworn,  to  oh.serve  it  all' 
am  sore  afflicted  ;  revive  me  aeeordm.<  to  thy  promise 
i!e  pleased   to  accept   the   thanks    F  utter,  an.l' tea,  h  me 
tl.me  ordinances.      Thou.^d.   I  am  in   continual  pen!    vet 
.  .ve  I  not  fori^otten  tliy  law.     The  ,i,.odless  .sought  to  t'rip 
""-'  "P  :  yet  I  strayed  not  from  thv  law.      It  is  nnne  efr- 
"a.  inheritance,  and  the  joy  of  my  heart,  and  I   have  ,n- 
'lined  my  heart  to  perform  it  forever. 

I  hate  the  scepticaily  min<ie,i,'  hut  thv  law  I  love  My 
-  •  Iter  and  shield  art  thou  :  I  wait  for  thv  word  C.i  v'e 
.V'one,  ye  evil-doers.'  and  let  me  keep  the'  conimandmen'ts 


It  isprerii.us 
and  iiif-|iir- 
iny  to  tlinsp 
wliii  study  it 


It  dirertu 
the  patliuay 

"f  the  Ijc- 

licver 

(■■5-112) 


'If  .he  psalms  belong,  as  many  SMppo^e.  ,„  the  second  cenu.rv  B.  C.  the 
-ference  here  w  1  be  to  the  ,;reeks,  and,  i„  .-eneral.  ,„  the  influences  that 
m.idc-  for  a  hberal  and  worldly  culture.  "ucnces  mat 

'  In  contrast  to  the  alien  teachers  of  v   qg 

•  That  is    f.nNe  religion,  su.  h  as  that  in,r„d„c..d  by  Greek  intlueMcc. 
V  ..3.  ha.f  Jewish,  half  Greek.     Cf.  .  Kings  ,8  :  2.. 

*•  \  rom  Ps    6  ;  8a. 


It  defends 
hinj  from 
skepticism 
and  disobe- 
dience 
(iij-iao) 


% 


if 
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The  Rlcssagcs  of 


■\\\K 

num 

wll'i 

keep 

leh. 

vail 

luve 

ami 

iT'.tect 

(1^1 

li"?) 

of  niy(if)il.  Sustain  me  a'cordini;  to  thy  promise,  tliat 
I  may  live,  and  tliat  my  hope  may  not  l)e  put  to  shame. 
Ilol<i  nie  up  and  save  me,  and  I  shall  ever  look  up  to  thy 
law.  Those  who  have  wandered  therefrom  in  the  false- 
ness of  their  heart,'  thou  hast  utterly  cast  off,  eountin<; 
them  as  dross.  In  fear  of  such  a  fate,  I  clinj;  to  thy  law, 
for  I  am  sore  afraid  of  thee  and  thy  judgments. 

1  have  done  thy  will ;  leave  me  not  to  mine  oppressors, 

Tehi.v.Twill  ••'"^1  pl-d;4e  thy  word-  that  they  sh.all  not  triumph  over 
me.  With  loni;in,i(  eyes  1  look  for  thy  help  m  fulhlmeiit 
of  thy  ri),dUeous  promise.  Deal  with  me  m  men  y  and 
^;rariously  instruet  thy  servant  in  thy  law.  It  is  tune  for 
tliee  to  fXteute  thy  work  of  iud,i;meni,  for  they  have 
broken  thy  l.iw.  ^'  >re  than  tine  gold  do  1  love  thy  <  om- 
mandments,  and  I  walk  according  to  all  thy  precepts,' 
detesting  every  false  way. 

Thy  law  is  wonderful,  therefore  I  obey  it.  The  revela- 
tion  of  lliy  word  gives  liglu  and  wisdom  to  the  simi)!e. 

(i2y-:36)  With  open  mouth  I  pant  and  pine  for  ttiy  command- 
ments. Graciously  turn  to  me,;'s  is  just  to  the  friends  of 
thy  name.     Through  thy  word  make  my  steps  hrm,  that 

1  So  the  Greek  version,  which  re.i.is  "  tlieir  thought  is  f.il^ehood "'  for 
"  their  deceit  is  falsehnoil." 

»  .As  V.  12.;  is  the  only  ver-.e  in  the  j'sahn  ivlshoiit  .\  reference  to  the  word 
of  G.id,  niihm  emends  •■  iliy  serv.-int"  to  "  thy  word  •'—a  fairly  simple  and 
probahle  rhanne. 

'"All  precepts  concerning  all  things"  should  simp'y  be  "all  thy  pre- 
cepts." 

lOO 


It  explains 
the  nivste- 
ries  of  life 


V 


the  Psalmists 


Psalm  119-  I  52 


sin  may  have  no  power  over  me.  I^tdeeni  me  from  op- 
l)ressi()n.  and  I  will  keep  tliy  commandments.  Make  tiiy 
f..'  e  to  shine  upon  thy  servant,  and  teach  me  thy  statutes. 
My  face  streams  with  tears,  becausj  thy  law  is  not  ob- 
served. 

Righteous  art  thou,  O  my  God.  and  ri^'ht  are  the  laws  i„  precept, 
thou  hast  enjoined.     Tliy  precepts  are  just  and  true  ex-  riKir.'"""'"*' 
ceedingly.     1  am  consumed  by  my  zeal,  because  my  foes  <'*i7M4) 
have  forgotten  thy  words.     Thy  word  is  e.xceedni.i;  pure, 
and  thy  servant  loves  it.     Little  am  I  and  held  in  con- 
tempt, but.  unlike   my  foes,'  I  remember  thy  connnand- 
ments.     Thy  ri.t^hteousness  is   an  everiastin.i;   righteous- 
ness, and  thy  law  is  truth.     Despite  the  distress  that  has 
come   upon    me,    thy   commandments    are    my   delight. 
ri;ey  are  right  forever:  instruct  me  in  them,  that  I  may 
live. 

With  all  my  heart  I  call  to  thee  for  help  ;  hear  me.  O  T,  .he 
my  God,  and  I  will  keep  thy  statutes.      In  the  early  dawn  '^ X,. 
1  cry.  waiting  for  thy  word;  I  awake  before  the  uight- '■^''"'"*- 
watch  begins,  to  meditate  therein.      .Mercifully  hear  my  tll't) 
voice,  and  revive  me  according  to   thy  law.     Men  draw 
near  to  me  who  persecute  me  wrongfully,  and  stand  aloof 
from  thy  law,  but  thou,  too,  art  near  me,  O  mv  God.  and 
thy  commandments  are  truth.     From  the  davs  of  old  I 
have  known  that   thou   hast  established  then'i  to   abide 
forever. 

>  V.  ,39. 
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The  Messages  of 


Its  essence 
is  iruih 
(i5j-i6.j) 


It  brings 
peace  and 
happiness  to 
him  wh'i  t'b- 
serves  it 
(161168) 


It  deserves 

uiu-nilin^ 

praise 

069-176) 


Look  upon  mine  affliction,  and  deliver  me,  for  I  have 
not  forj^ottcn  thy  law.  Defend  my  cause  anc'.  ''edeein 
me,  and  revive  me  accordin>;  to  thy  promise.  The 
wicked  are  far  from  salvation,  for  they  study  n(jt  thy 
commandments,  (".reat  is  tliy  jvty,  O  niy  liod,  revive  me 
acrorilii.^  to  tliy  justice.  TlK.u-h  the  foes  who  persecute 
nie  are  ni.my,  ytt  1  li  ive  not  swerved  frnm  thy  l.iws. 
When  I  see  the  apostates,  I  loathe  tluiii,  bceause  they  do 
not  keep  thy  word  ;  but  see  how  I  love  it,  and  in  thy 
mercy  revive  me.  The  essence  of  thy  word  is  truth,  and 
thine  ordin.inces  are  just  and  etern.il. 

Tiioui^h  princes  iiave  persecuted  nie  w  ithout  a  cause,  as 
for  me,  I  fear  thy  word  .^nd  rejoice  in  it,  as  one  tliat  tinds 
.ijreat  spoil.  The  false  reli,i;ion  I  hate  and  abhor,  but  tliy 
law  1  luve  ;  and  I  praise  tine  for  it  seven  times  .a  d.av. 
Those  who  love  it  enjo;  .1  peace  '  that  is  deep,  .and  move 
on  t!icir  way  without  stumbling.  1  hope  for  thy  help,  () 
my  Cod,  for  I  have  kept  thy  commandments,  and  1  love 
them  exceedingly.     Thou  knowest  all  niv  wavs. 

Listen  to  my  loud  supplicati(jn,  O  my  Ciod  ;  revive  '  and 
save  me  according  to  thy  promise.  .My  lips  shall  utter 
tiieir  pr.iise  of  the  just  laws  that  thou  teachest  me.  Help 
and  save  me  by  thy  mighty  hand  ;  for  thy  gracious  law 
h.is  been  my  choice,  ''"aougli  it  be  pleased  to  liclp  .and 
spare  me,  and  thou  sh.ilt  h.ave  my  praise.     If  I  stray  like 

*  Obviously  inner  pp.ire,  for  t!:t;  psalmist  Ims  enemies  (v.  iti). 

«  I'erhaps  tliib  is  better  in  the  cuntcxt  than  "  iiistriitt  nie,"     Su  Syriac. 
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tilt    Psiiiinisls 


Ps.-tlin  ^4  :  4 


a  lost  sheep,  ()  seek  me.  for  tliy  servant  dotli  not  forget 
thy  eoiiiriKuulinents. 

V 

KKhLKCnoNS    <)\    THE    NATt;RE    OK    THK    IDtAL    MAN 

I.    T/ie   True   Citizen  of  /.ion  (15)' 

What  man  can  count  on  tlie  'iiviiu-  protection?     Wlio  (.H,a!iti«of 
is  the  true  citizen  of  the  holy  city  ^     Not  he  whose  home  '','.!«n  of 
is  in  Jeriisalrn),  hut  he  whose  life  is  worthy.      His  walk  ^'""^''S) 
must  be  pure,  and  liis  conduct  ri^ht  and  sincere;  neither 
in  deed  nor  yet  in  word  will  he  wrontj  his  neijjhhor.     He 
must  despise  reprol)ates.  and  honor  all  true  worshippers  of 
Jehovah.     He  will  keep  his  word,  though  he  suffer  for  it. 
He  will  lend  without  interest,  and   he  will  jjain  no  unholy 
tjain  at  the  expense  of  the  innocent.     One  whose  life  is 
such  as  this  will  enjoy  prosperity  unshaken. 

2.    The    'True   U'ors/iipper  (24:1-6) 

The  Cod  of  Israel  is  the  glorious  Lord  of  all  the  earth  ;  The  maiesty 
to  him  all  men  and  all  things  upon  it  belong.     For  it  was  ilj  o't) 
he  who  created  it.  establishing  it.  upon  ocean's  streams, 
and  it  !«  he  who  sustains  it  thereon. 

Who  then  is  worthy  to  approach  this  glorious  C.od  in 
wc-ship.>     None  but  one  who  is  pure  of  heart,  as  well  as 

'  Cf.  Isaiah  j; :  14,  15. 
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The  Messages  of 


TlieconJi-  bl.iiiu-k-ss  in  deed,  who  ik-vct  set  his  hurt  on  thm_;;s  nf 
cessi,  Ihs  iii'ii-lu.'  Siieli  ;m  one  sliall  be  viiidicaifd  and  blessed  by 
lanauary      ^i^^^.  ^  j^^j  ^^.jj^j  j^  ^^^^  SaviouF.  and  thc  blessing  shall  pertain 

to  all  who  inciuire  after  IsracTb  God,'  and  seek  his  pres- 
ence. 


Je!ii)v:ih 
comes  in 
glory  tu  re- 
prove his 
people  (1-6) 


3.    The  I'isi'nce  of  True   Worship  (50) 

Tiie  ^reat  CJud  uf  Israel  appears  in  ancient  splendor  to 
admonish  his  people,  lie  utters  his  voice,  and  the  earth 
trembles'  from  east  to  west.  From  Zicn  fair,  ilie  lull  of 
peerless  beauty,  his  i^lury  Hashes  forth*  tire  before  hini 
and  storm  around  him.  He  summons  the  heavens  above 
and  the  earth  hene.itli  to  the  trial  of  his  people,  liesiir 
you.  then,  ye  rulers,  and  j,'ather  tot^ether  his'  saints  who 
are  bound  to  iiim  by  a  covenant  of  s.icrifice  ;  .and  let  the 
onlookinj.^  heavens  ileclare  that  his  judgment  is  just. 
God  rainlis-      "  I.isteii."  saitli  Jehov.ih,  "  t)   Israel,  my  j)eople,  to  my 

pense  witli 

ma  erul  5.11:-      j  y      ,.  <<  „,,  ■  ^pv^r  swore  deceitfully,"  is  a  k'I"''''.  ''ne  to  a  nustiiijt-rstatul- 
rihces  (7-15)  . 

iii>!  of  the  previous  clause,  which  was  once  supjjoseil  to  read,  "  never   look 

tiiy  soul   in  vain,"  where  "my    soul  "  was   unwarrantably    iiiteriireted    as 

ciiuivalcnt  to  "  my  name"  (Kx.  20:  7). 

'  The  Hebrew  simply  has,  "  that  seek  thy  face,  even  Jacob,"  that  is,  the 
true  Israel.  Hut  fur  "Jacob,"'  we  must,  with  the  versions,  reail,  "the  (JuJ 
of  Jacob." 

'  "  FeareJ,"  for  "lie  summoned,"  by  a  slight  chan>;e  in  the  text  1  lie 
earth  is  not  summoned  till  v.  4. 

♦  "  May  he  really  come  "  (not  merely  in  inia>;iiiation)  "  and  not  be  silent;  " 
regarded  by  some  as  the  sigh  of  an  ancient  reader  (v.  j). 

'Instead  uf  "  my."     Su  the  Septuagint. 
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Psalm  50  :  i8 


words  of  complaint.  I  .1111  Jrhovati  thy  (ioil;  ami  tin;  scr- 
\i(C  I  il' iii.uid  is  not  (xhaustcd  by  satrifice  ; '•'  ^^\\  tliat 
;<r(»iiii(l  I  raniiot  i\  pn^K  ii  y<ui ;  for  sacrilicc  ye  offer  witli- 
(iiil  ifasiii,i,r.  iJiit  of  siK  h  things  I  liaw  no  nerd— of  taiiie 
beasts  from  liousc  or  stall,  nor  of  the  wild  beasts  in  forest 
or  on  liiil.  for  they  are  all  mine— the  birds  of  the  sky,' and 
the  creatures  of  the  t'lelcl.  The  whole  world  is  mine  with 
all  that  is  in  it;  so  that  were  1  hungry.  1  ((uiM  take  what 
1  wotiKl  without  trllin,;(  thee  :  hut  I  eat  not  the  flesh  of 
beasts  nor  do  I  drink  their  blood.  Ikit  when  tiiou  dost 
offer  thy  thanksgiving  *  in  payment  of  thy  vow,  h  t  tlicre 
be  real  prayer  and  jjratitiide  ;  then  in  time  of  tlistress  I 
will  deliver  thee  and  thou  sh.ilt  p.iv  ine  honor. 

I'.ui  what  ri,;;ht  have  you'  t.i  t.ilk  of  my  commandments  Animal  mc 
and  prate  glibly  of  my  law,  when  all  tlie  while  you  reject  J,',^,'"*'," 
its  warnings  and  cast  my  words  behind  \our  back  .^  y^u  lirra.  he? of 
enjoy  the  company  of  thieves  and  adulterers.     Vou  indulge  l«w  ('.6-ao) 


5 


-vr 


4? 


'  The  pri-facc  to  the  iler.ilj>jiie,  Kx.  30:  2. 

s  Or  "dues  not  consist  in  sacrifice."  'llie  precise  attitude  of  the  psalm 
111  sacrifice  is  extremely  ditticiilt  tu  dcleriuiiie  ;  but  the  meaning  assigned  in 
the  pamphrase  is  true  at  least. 

'  Su  the  Septuagint. 

♦  Some  take  the  reference  here  to  be  to  the  gratitude  itself,  not  to  the  ma- 
terial offering,  "Otfer  the  satrifice  of  thanksgiving."  That  is.  no  djubt, 
"f  more  account  than  the  offering ;  but  tlie  material  offering  seems  to  be 
hinted  at  here,  and  is  not  in  itself  objectionable  <rf.  v.  8). 

»  "  'i'o  the  wicked  ( iod  saith."  Trobably  this  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as 
a  new  address.  Ii  is  tlu-  s.uiie  people  who  are  fond  of  sacrifices  and  neglect 
the  moral  law. 
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in  rriK-l  ai.d  malicious  jjossip,  ik'lihcratcly  sl.indcrinjj  yotir 
own  very  brother  '  among  your  evil  assoriatcs.     And  be- 
cause I  was  silent  all  the  while,  you  thought  I  was  like 
yourselves,  willini;  to  connive  at  sin,  if  (nily  tliere  was  sac- 
rifice. 
lj''« '!««'"/       N'ly.  verily.   I  will   punish  you,  and   sliow  you  plainly 
edamrtL'  tile  truth  of  the  case.     Mark  it  well,  ye  that  f<iri,'ct  God, 
i{ood(2..2j)  1,.^,   ]j|^p  .,  jj^j,^  i^g  j.^.^j  y^^^  j^  pieces;  he  who  off.Ts  a 

thank-offering  does  mc  honor.  i)ut  he  who  givcth  heed  to 
his  ways  shall  enjoy  my  full  salvation." 

'Ciicyiic  r>.->;:iri|s  tlie  bruther  as  any  fcllow-Israelitc. 
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THE    rSAI.MS    OK     I IIANKSGIVING 


INTKODUt  TION 

Very  few  singers  of  the  Old  Ttstamrnt  would  have 
understood  the  apostohc  injunctions  to  i;ive  thanks  in 
cverytliing  .aid  to  rejoice  evermore.  It  is  a  lare  ihin;<  to 
he.-irone  vow  that  lie  will  rejoice  in  Jehovah  and  joy  in  the 
God  of  his  salvation,  though  the  tig-tree  yield  no  blossom, 
and  there  be  no  herd  in  the  st.ills  (Hah.  3:  17,  iS).  Vet 
the  Hebrew  reli- ion  was,  in  the  main,  glad  and  grateful, 
and  when  it  did  give  thanks,  it  did  so  with  good  will. 
There  was  much  in  the  common  round  of  every  year,  with 
the  recurrence  of  its  seasons  of  seed-tinie  and  harvest,  to 
make  the  Hebrew  heart  glad;  and  its  gladness  took  on 
the  color  of  religion.  At  times,  too,  there  were  droughts 
which  blighted  the  land  and  dried  up  the  hope  and  enthu- 
siasm of  the  people  ;  and  when  such  times  were  followed 
by  showers  from  the  bountiful  river  of  Cnd.  which  watered 
the  furrows  and  softened  the  ridges  (65  19,  10;  67  :  6), 
they  express.-d  their  gratitude  in  noble  songs  of  thanks- 
giving. 
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The  RTounds  nf  ,t;ratitu(!e  to  Jclinvah  arc  nianifoKl :  I)ut 
they  arc  all  summed  up  m  a  phrase  wliich  is  ,:.  Innd  m,„-c 
than  once  :  he  brings  men  out  of  their  straits  into  a  broad 
place,  where  there  is  opportumty  to  breathe  and  room  to 
move  (IS  :  ,9;  r,6  :  ,_> ;  ,  ,8  :  5).  The  one  hundred  and 
seventh  psahii,  with  its  glad  refrain,  furnishes  tvpes  of  the 
distress  out  of  which  (uxl  delivers  men  :  he  guides  the 
caravans  that  travel  across  the  tra.kless  desert,  he  re- 
leases the  pr;soners,  he  heals  the  siek,  and  brings  the 
storm-tossed  seamen  to  the  haven  where  thev  would  be 

Hut  the  highest,  or  at  least,  the  most  frequent  motives 
of  gratitude'  are  drawn  from  historv.  It  is  uufor'unate 
that  there  are  whole  pen(,ds  of  whirl,  we  know  little  or 
nothmg  ;  it  is  tinfortunate,  too.  that  wc  have  no  means  of 
fi.xmg  with  precision  the  period  to  which  any  given  psalm 
belongs.  The  deliveraiue  of  Judah  from  .Sennaclierih  in 
701  B.C.,  the  return  from  the  e.xile.  the  n.'forniation  inau- 
gurated untier  Lzra  and  Nehcmiah.  the  triumph  of  the 
Maccabees-these  incidents  were  all  great  enough  to  touch 
poetic  hearts  to  song,  and  no  doubt  there  are  memorials 
of  them  in  the  f'salter.  if  we  could  only  be  sure  where  to 
find  them.  It  is  po.ssible,  for  example,  that  I'salm  46  is 
the  song  of  triumph  ov<t  the  retreat  of  .Sennacherib. 
Psalm  40:  i-ii  the  song  of  i.,y  to  celebrate  the  deliver- 
ance from  exile.  Psalm  30  the  song  to  celebrate  the  dedi- 
c.-uion  of  the  ,cmple  in  165  15.  C.  after  its  cruel  prof,inati<in 
by  Antio.  hus  Ilpiphanes.     Hut  whether  these  conjectures 
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1h'  just  or  not,  tlurr  can  he  ,ir,  doubt  tliM  many  c.f  the 
psalms  of  tl  ank>i^ivin,s,r  arc  associated  with  definite  and 
important  historical  events.     Tl,o  enemy  is  often  i.ulced 
(Icsrrihed    in   genera!    terms,   but   sometimes    also    very 
graphically,  as  fo-.niin.i;  and  hjnsterin.i;  like  the  waves  of 
the  sea  (46)  or  as  swarming  round    Isiae]   like  i)eesOiS: 
12).      lUit    Israel's    Cod    is   a    war-Rod    (24  :  S.  10),  and 
mightier  than  all  they  that  can  he  against  him.      As  .-x,-. 
cording  to  the  myth,  he  vanquished  the  miiditv  monsters 
of  primeval  times  (74  :  ,4  ;  S9  :  ,0).  so  in  historical  times  he 
often  crushed  the  powerful  opposition  of  Israels  enemies 
hreaking  the  bow,  shivering  the  spear,  throwing  the  enemy 
into  a  mysterir,us  trance  (76  :  5).  and  thus  defending  his 
people,  and  saving  his  holy  city  r46  :  4  ;  76  :  2) .      Such  a 
rontext  is  often  represented  as  a  trial,  in  which  Jehovah 
as  judge,  gives  the   case    to  Israel  (cf.  9).     Sometimes  a 
sp.rit  of  vengeance  breathes  tlr     ,gh  tlie  song  of  gratitude, 
as  in  P.salm  149,  where  in  the  mouth  of  ••  the  godly  "  is  a 
song  of  praise,  and  a  two-edged  s\\ord  in  their  hand  to 
exeeitte    vengeance    (>49:6,  7):    and   we    are    remituled 
how  far  we  still  are.  even  in  the  later  portions  of  the  Old 
Testament,   from   him    whose   kingdom   was   not   of    this 
world. 

There  was  power  manifested  in  tiiese  historical  deliver- 
ances ;  and  iM-arl.  in  her  jon.v^s,  is  fond  of  answering  the 
heathen  taunt.  "Where  is  thy  Cod  •.=  (42:  3)  with  the 
proud  challenge.  "  Come  and  see  "  (46  ;  8  ;  66  :  5).  There  is 
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The  Messages  of 

no  ir.istakins;  what  Jciiovah  has  done.  Hut  dearer  to  Israt  I 
than  the  p{)\vcr  was  the  divine  love  displayed  in  these 
national  triumphs.  Over  and  over  again  in  the  I'salter  is 
heard  the  refrain.  "  His  love  is  everlastinj^  "  (cf.  107,  136). 
Jehovah's  was  a  love  that  had  proved  itself  upr)n  the  field 
of  history  ;  and  it  was  not  as  the  dupes  of  a  pious  imagi- 
nation, but  with  solid  fact  beneath  their  leel  that  they  met 
—priests,  people  and  proselytes  (i  15  :  9-n  ;  1 18  :  2-4)— 
in  the  temple  courts  (118:27),  to  sing 'heir  songs  of 
prai.sc,  to  offer  their  drink  offering  (116  :  13)  and  to  pay 
their  vows  of  sacrifice  (66  :  >  5).  The  (^.od  of  Israel  was 
the  oninipdidit  creator  and  protector  (124  :  8);  well 
miglil  tliey  rejoice  beneath  the  shadow  of  his  wings 
(63  :  7). 


II 


A    GENERAL    THAXKSGIVING    (107) 

Thanks  t"        Praise  yc  Jcliovali.    (".ivc  thanks  to  liini,  for  he  is  good  ; 

Jehovah  fnr   I'l  ■i.-  i^i'i  1  /•. 

redemption  'US  love  IS  everlasting.  Let  this  be  the  song  of  those 
t'ion  0-j^"'  '^^■'^""1  .KMiovah  has  redeemed  from  distress,  and  gathered 

home  from  the  ends  of  the  earth. 
la)  The  Krom  all   kinds  of  distress  Jehovah  can  deliver   mei.. 

ihecirr'a\*an  'I'l^i'c  wcrc  thosc  wlio  wandcrcd  up  and  down  the  desei'.. 
wfiderness*'^  ^^'"^  ''"''  •i""S''y  and  thirsty,  and  unable  to  lind  their  way 
(4-9)  to  any  city. 
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Psalm  107 


Hut  when  in  tluir  distress  they  cried  to  Jehovah,  he 
delivered  iheni  and  hroii-ht  them  ^trai.^ht  to  the 
citv. 


O  let  them  give  thanks  to  Jeln.vali  for  his  love,  and 
for  the  wonders  which  he  works  for  men  ;  for  the 
languishint,^  and  the  liunj;ry  he  satisfies. 
Unliappy  prisoners  there  were,  too,  who,  for  their  sins  (b)  The 


lea 


f  the 


'  prisoners 


lay  in  chains  of  misery  in   the  shirkness  of  the  dimt;c 
with  lirarts   Ixiwed  d(,wn,  and  none  to  help  them  when 
liiey  stumbled. 

But  when   in  their  distress   they  cried    to  Jehovah, 
he    delivered   them    and    hurst   their   bands,   and 
brought  them  out  u{  the  (lun,i.;enn's  darkness. 
O  let  them  give  thanks  to  Jehovah  for  his  love,  and 
for  the  wonders  which  he  works  for  men  ;  for  he 
has  shivered  the  gates  of  bronze,  and  the  bars  of 
iron  he  has  cut  in  sunder. 
There  were  otliers  again  whose  sin  had  led  to  suffering  (c) The  re^- 
md  sickness  so  grievous  that  they  loathed  the  sight  "f 't'knes'/""" 
"i  and  were  at  the  very  point  of  death.  (17-") 

I'.ut  when  in  their  distress  tht-y  cried  to  Jehovah,  he 
delivered  them,  sending  forth  his  healing  word  like 
an  angel,  and  bringing  hack  their  life  from  the  grave. 
()  let  them  give  thanks  to  Jehovah  for  his  love,  and 
for  the  wonders  wliich  he  works  for  men.  Let 
them  offer  the  sacrifice  of  gratitude  and  tell  with 
joy  the  story  of  his  doings. 
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(d)The  ^  There  were  others,  too,  merchants,  who  trav-^'led  on  che 
trYveiler^  .,y  great  sca.  and  saw  in  its  waters  the  marvellous  thins^s  that 
sea  (23-32J  j^jjovah  had  created.  lUit  at  a  word  of  his,  a  storm  arose, 
which  lifted  hi;<h  the  billows.  Tp  they  went  to  the  sky 
and  down  again  to  the  depths.  Their  heart  melted  in 
their  misery.  They  reeled  and  staggered  and  lost  their 
wits  like  men  that  were  drunk. 

iUit   when  in  their  distress  they  cried  to  Jehovah,  he 

delivered  liiem.      He  hushed   the  storm,  and  the 

waves  were  still.     Then  they  were  glad  when  the 

sea  was  quiet,  and   he  guided  them   safely  to  the 

harbor  where  they  longed  to  be. 

O  let  them  give  thanks  to  Jeiiovah  for  his  love  and 

for  the  wonder?  which    he  works  for   men.      Let 

them  e.valt  and  praise  him  among  the  people,  and 

where  the  elders  meet  together.' 

Jehnvah's         I5ut  Jehovah  will  do  for  his  people  vet  greater  wonders 

Israel (33-42)  than  these.     As  ne  turns  a  land  of  fn;itfulness  and  stieams 

int.)  a  thirsty  desert,  because  of  the  sin  of  her  people,  so 

again  he   turns  the  parched    desert  into  a  well-watered 

land,  where  he  settles  the  hungry  and  they  found  a  city 

and  sow  and   p'ant  and  reap  a  harvest,  and   prosper  and 

multiply— themselves    and    tluir    cittle.       And     though 

under  stress  of  misfortune  and  sorrow  they  be  few  and 

fallen,  yet   Jehovah  will    bring   to  shame  the  proud  ty- 

1  If  "  elders  "  is  not  here  used  in  the  technic.il  sense,  this  will  intan  sim- 
ply "  .imnns  gatherings  of  nld  people." 
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rants  that  rrush  tlu-m,  and  cause  tlicni  lo  svan.lcr  aim- 
lessly about.  like  travelK-rs  in  a  trackless  desolation. '  l!ut 
ne«ly  Israel  i,e  will  lift  tip  „ut  of  her  misery  ami  make 
her  families  lik.-  a  Hock  „f  sliccp.  Then,  in  those  .i^oMcn 
Messianic  clays,  the  upright  shall  rejoice  and  their  cun- 
ning enemies  shall  be  (limil). 

The  wise  man  will   tiiink   of  those  things,  and   lay  to 
lieart  Jehovah's  abounding  love. 

ill 

'IH.\\KSf;iVl\(;    idK     nri  I\|,RA\(T. 
[iKi'M    sKXXAi   Hi:i;i|;?]   -' 
I.    jyu'  S,rioi/y  of  J,-/i,'vak-s   Ozvn   City  ^46) 

f  )ur  ( ;od  is  our  refuge  and  strength,  who  graciously  an<l  Co„fi,enc. 
.itKuulantly  heips  in  time  of  distress.     Therefore  we  ^i II ''"'''' "'"f"' 
not  fear  in  the  d:nst  confusion  ;  no  !  not  though  the  earth  ""  '"" 
slKvud  change  her  place,  and  the  mountains  totter  into  the 
se...     Though  the  waters  rage  and  foam,  and  the  moun- 
tains shake  with  the  swelling  thereof. 

'  ^"   ■''••■'  =  J"''  '2  :  2'a.  and  v.  40b  =  Job  12  :  24b 

'  l^nlms  46,  48  and  ^(.  are  grouped  .o«e.l,er,  because  .hey  seen,  „.  cole- 

ellul  on  the  ..her  two.     Some  of  course  refer  these  psalms  .„  o.her  deliver 

rif  r^r d:;r ^" ''  "^''---""-  ^^.-i.>.  z..„  as  .he  -.z^ 
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Confidence        Jehovali  nf  liosts  is  witli  US;  a  fortress  sure  is  tlie  ('>od 


amidst  at- 


»ault(4-7)      0\  YACOh. 


Despite  tlu 


.f 


tlu 


)f  Cod 


assaul 
j^laddencd  by  the  identic  river  of  liis  j^'raec — tlie  eity  which 
lie  lias  saved  and  hallowtii.  Ilerause  lie  dwells  in  the 
midst  of  her.  she  ran  never  totter.  The  dark  nij^lit  is 
sure  to  pass;  and  Cod  lielps  her  at  the  turning;  of  tlie 
morning.  Confusion  reijjned  throughout  the  world  :  na- 
tions raged  and  kingdoms  reeled:  eanh  melted  before 
Jehovah's  angry  voict\ 

I'.ut  Jehovah  of  hosts  is  with  us;  a  fortress  sure  is  the 
( iiid  iif  Jaidl). 

Come  and  see  what  he  has  done — the  dreadful  work 
which  proves  his  might.  This  Lord  of  hosts  has  stilled 
God  (8-11)  j],^.  battle-strife  across  the  world.  l)reaking  the  bow,  and 
snapiiiiig  the  sjiear,  and  hurtling  the  shields  -  m  the  tire. 
What  folly  then  to  fighl  with  such  an  one  !  "  Cease  your 
foolish  warfare,"  he  triumphantly  cries  to  the  foe,  "  learn 
that  I  am  Jehovah,  Israel's  Cod,  to  be  exalted  th--  wide 
world  over. " 

Well  may  Israel,  encouraged  by  the  sight  of  Jehovah's 
omnipotence,  utter  this  song  more  loudly  than  ever  : 

"  Jehovah  of  hosts  is  with  us  ;  a  fortress  sure  is  the  God 


Confiderire 
in  I-ir.iel's 
<>niiiii"itent 


of  Jac 


0[). 


'  It   IS  f.iirh    prubable  that  tlie  refrain  (cf.  vv. 
here. 
2  So  Septuagint. 
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2.    Thf  Pi/imjHif  of  Ziou  (48) 

Our  God  is  a  great  God,  and  worthy  of  all  praise  in  the  Zi.,n  ii.e  fair 
city  of  Jerusalem  and  on  Zion's  holy  hill.  Fair  she  rises.  I'^eUTr'a"" 
as  a  mountain  of  the  v-ods  in  the  distant  north  ' — Mount  ^'^■'"*:  '""'"■ 

testation 

Ziim,  the  city  of  the  (iivat   Kini,^.  the  joy  of  all  the  eartii.  u-jj 
(iod  has  revealeii  himself  in  her  by  preserving  her  palaces 
from  peril. 

For.  see  !  kings  gathered  and  came   on  together;  but  ihrdtywas 
one  glance  at  tlie  city  was  enough.     No  sooner  did  tliey  Uy'l'i'e'foe 
see  it  than  they  hasted  away  in  astonishment,  confusion,  ^^'^^ 
and  terror,  like  a  woman  in  travail — shattered  as  the  east 
wind  shatters  the  giant  ships.     Tiic  present  is  not  less 
wondrous  than  the  past.'    The  talcs  of  the  olden  time  have 
h-xn  matched  by  what  we  have  seen  with  our  own  eyes  in 
this  city  of  our  mighty  God,  Jehovah  of  hosts,  the  city 
which  lie  will  preserve  forever. 

.-\ssembled  as  we  are  in  the  temple,  we  call  to  mind  thy  jehnvahis 
^uodness  tons  in  this  great   deliverance.     Thy  name  is  [J"',*';!'/^."';^ 
known  and  tliv  praise  is  sung  throut-hout  the  leneth  and  i;'"e.fvinK 
breadth  of  the  world  ;  for  just  ami  mighty  art  tiiou.     I.rt  nicrrywim  h 
Jerusalem  am!  all  the  cities  of  Judah  rejoit'e  because  of  thy  abie'ami' 
just  judgments.    For  who  can  deny  that  Jehovah  has  saved  ("'.''■^, 

'  Or,  with  Duhm,  we  may  suppose  that  the  poet  himself  lived  in  the  south, 
say  in  Upper  Kgypt :  anJ  tliat  from  this  point,  he  looks  on  Jerusalem  a>,  a 
sort  of  oriental  Olympus. 

-Or,  if  the  psalm  be  written  bv  ,i  pi!:;riri,  the  meaning  will  be  that  the 
city  is  as  great  as  the  rumors  of  it  had  led  him  to  expect. 

117 


L'rla^tin({ 


> 


Psalm  48  :  12 


I  lie  Messages  of 


Jcrusaltiii  '  Walk  roiiml  aixuil  the  rity  and  touut  licr 
towers— not  one  of  them  is  missinjj.  I  Icr  walls  have  nut 
been  battered,  ni^r  her  palacts  been  touelicd.  Lay  this  up 
in  your  heart  and  tell  it  to  your  children,  that  this  is  the 
work  of  Jehovah  our  (k)d.  and  with  the  same  omnipotent 
love  he  will  guide  us  for  ever  ami  ever.' 


Jehovah 
saved  Jeru- 
salem (  1.3) 


The  rout  <>{ 
the  fue  14-6) 


The  divine 

judgment 

(7-9) 


Grateful 

li'ini.\>;e  tn 
Israel's 
mighty  (;od 

(lO-li) 


3-    Jchozuih's   Victofy  at    Jnusal.m   i-jf>) 

Our  (K)d  hatli  revealed  himself  and  his  glory  in  Judah. 
In  Jerusalem,  her  capital  city,  which  is  his  home,  he 
showed  himself  the  victor,  sliivering  in  pieces  the  light- 
ning arrows,  the  shield,  and  spear,  and  weaijons  of  war. 

Wiien  thou  didst  appear  in  thine  awful  splendor  up(jn 
the  everlasting  mountains  that  are  round  about  Jerusalem, 
the  foe.  strong  of  limb  and  stout  of  heart,  (lH  im.,  .i 
trance.'  lost  the  powr  of  th.ir  hands  aud  bc.anie  .,wr 
prey.  A  stern  word  from  tliee.  O  (iod  of  Israel,  tliivw 
horsemen  and  charioteers  into  a  deep  sleep. 

Awful  art  thou  ;  none  can  stand  before  thy  fierce  anger. 
Thy  voice  of  judgment  from  heaven  affrighted  into  silence 
the  people  that  had  assailetl  thy  poor  servants  whom  tiiou 
didst  rise  to  save. 

Kvery  tribe  will  jirai^e  thee;  all  men  will  celebrate  sa- 

'  Xot  "  unto  death,"    The  v.-ords  so  rendered,  are  prubal.ly  in  reality  part 
cf  the  musical  siipjrstriininn  to  the  following  psalm. 
»  More  weird  and  probable  in  this  context  tlian  the  sleep  of  death. 

liS 
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crcd  festivals  in  tliirif^  honor.'  i'nr  this  dchvcratuf  let 
Israel  gratefully  pay  her  vows  to  Jchnvali  lur  (lod.  ami  let 
the  iipii,'hborinj;  peopk-s  hrinj;  presents  to  the  dread  maj- 
esty of  him  who  can  slay  princes  and  fill  kinj;s  with  terror. 


IV 


THAN'Ksr;iviN-(;  for  dki  ivf.raxck  fi  rom  the 

KXII.I,  ?J^ 
I.    Jehovah's  Sii^nal  Deli-'franif   (1:4) 

I  Fad   not   Jehovah    been   on   our  side,  wlicn   men  rose  Nrarl  i» 
ai(amst  us— let  this  be   Israel's  soni;— then,  so  hot   was  fr'.mWul 
ilieir  aiiijer,  they  would,  like  a  threat  sea-monster,   have  f"^"' *''5^ 
swallowed  us  uj)  alivi'.     The  roarini.^  torrent  would  have 
swept  ()\rr  us.  til.'  [imud  waters  wnuUl  h,a\f  swept  over  us. 

Blessed  be  Jehovah,  who  h.as  saved  us  from  beui;^'  torn  Thanks  be 
hy  their  cruel  tetth.      Like  a  liird  from  the  fowler's  sn. are  .',"|'„','i'^',,, 
We  are  escaped;  the  snare  broke,  .ind   now  we  are  free.  ^^""^  ^^'*) 
Our  helper  is  Jehovah,  whose  name  is  the  symbol  fur  love 


■•*.i- 


'  loa  :  "  The  wrath  nf  man  sh.ill  praise  thee  "  is  too  stiltej  to  he  protia- 
lle,  and  lob  makes  little  ^ense.  Tlie  above  par:iphrase  rests  on  a  happy 
emendation  of  Duhm's,  supported  in  part  by  the  Seiitiia^int. 

'  Tliis  psalm  and  the  following  six  (i2g,  65,  66,  67,  126,40)  are  proljably 
songs  of  >,'ratitt;de  for  deliverance  from  the  exile  In  the  first  five,  the  joy 
isexuberant  and  practically  unl)roken  ;  in  the  last  two  (i;C,  40)  it  is  crossed 
by  Some  disappointment  or  sorrow. 
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to  his  prople.  and  whose  love  is  matched  l,y  his  power' 
for  he  IS  creator  of  heaven  and  earth. 

2.    Jehovah's  rower  to  /Votat  (1:9) 

li:':;;".?"      •'^"'■^-  ^^"-^  ^^^-^  ' '  been  oppressed,  ever  since  the  days 

,'""I/;;;r   "^  '"^'  ''""''■■'^'''  '"  ^■••^'>P^  =  ''ut  I  have  n.ver  been  quite 

a.H,r.„„.       overpo^vc•^cd.     My  back  was  furrowed  with  long  s.ars  like 

>  tiHd.     lUit  Jehovah,  in  his  justice  and  love,  has  broiudit 

my  misery  to  an  end  by  cutting  the  cords  with  which  the 

godless  bound  me. 

SnTJr    ,  ^^''^^'''^'  «"*'  ^^^'^'  be  for   all  that  hate  Zion.     Ma. 

t^i  (5.8,  ;  ■■;  'f  "'"'y  ^'''^'''  ^^'  ^'""^^  "P""  ^be  housetops,  which 
f'.r  lack  of  earth,  'V-hcrs.  ere  it  shoots  up-which  fills  no 
reapers  arms  or  onuiers  bosom,  and  !,rin.;;s  no  word  of 
blessing  from  the  pa.ssers  l)y. ' 

3.    Jehovah  ihr  Coiiji.leuce  of  his  People  (65) 
it  becomes  us  ,0  praise^  thee.  ()  (kni.  in  the  temple,  in 
fulfilment   of  tl,,-   vows   which   we   ma.le:  for    thou   h.st 
iieard  our  prayer.     .\,„!  f,rM,  w.-  t|.  ,nk  i!„v  f,„-  n,,.  for- 
g.veness  of  sins.     \Vc  all  come  to  tiue  iu  „„r  w.'akness 
because  of  the  sins  which  are  too  manv  f<.r  us,  and  which 
thou  alone  canst  cover.     O  happy  are  those  to  whon,  thou 
dost  ,v:rant  the  .t^racious  privilege  of  being  guests  of  thine 
and  worshippers  in  thy  house-delighted  with  the  bless- 
ings which  it  brings. 


f'.r.ltitiule 

(or  for>{ive 
ness  and 
thir  |,rivi- 

wiirship 
(1-4) 


'  Isxael. 


'  tf.  Ruth  3  :  4, 
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We  lliank  tlicc  also,  O  Clod  of  our  salvation,  for  thy  Oratitud* 
grace  manifested  in  nature  and  history ;    for  ajjain  and  vah'i''''" 
again  thou  hast  heard  our  prayer  and  defended  our  cause  ?»"".'' "',"•?• 
by  Victorious   awe-inspiring  deeds   that   have   filled   the  history 
whole  world,  to  its  far-off  lands  and  distant  isles,  with  ' 
confidence  in  thee.     Girdled  with  might,  thou  hast  estab- 
lished and  maintained  the  mountains,  and  thou  dost  still 
thf  raging  alike  of  seas  and  nations.     The  peoples  of  the 
distant  east  and  west  si.md  in  awe  of  thy  wondrous  signs 
and  break  into  shouts  of  joy. 

We  thank  thee  also  for  thy  goodness  to  our  land  ;  for  Gratitude 
tiinii  hast  visited  it  with  thy  kindly  showers  and  watered  ,'ii[,y^Vt'he 
It  very  richly  from  the  bountiful  river  of  Cod.  and  pre- '''"'*^'>"'3) 
pared  it  for  the  harvest  by  watering  the  fiirmws  and  soft- 
ening the  ridges  with  the  rain-showers,  .md  blessing  all 
that  grows  upon  it.     Thou  hast  crowned  the  year  with 
thy  goodness  ; '  and  everywhere  the  land  is  fruitful,  wiure 
the  wheels  of  thy  chariot  have  come.     Vea.  even  the  very 
desert   pastures  blossom.     Hill  and  valley   sli.ire  in  the 
blessing.     The  happy  hills  arc  clothed  with  lambs  :  the 
valleys  are  covend  with  lorn.     They  shout  and  sing  in 
-yous  rivalry. 

4.    JehoTah  the  Dclivi-rer  (66) 
A  deliverance  has  been  wrought  for  Israel  which  has  a  l'nivers,il 
meaning  for  all  the  world.     Let  every  land  then  shout  for  "rpniite'to 

'Hebrew,  "  of  thy  goodness"' :  the  whole  year  m.inifested  liis  kindness  :  ,,V>^^ 
but  the  familiar  wurd?  uf  the  Enghsh  versikjn  are  not  misleading. 
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joy  and  praise  the  glorious  name  of  Israel's  fiod 


that 


liow  dread  a  (i 


manifold  power  ; 


<  Sedie 


Mime  enennes  offer  tl 


ne  ni  Israel  s  Cod  in  songs 
lie  is.     Thy  works  tell  of 


nee, 


I-et  all  the  world  d 


(>  thee 


lee  their  e 
uniihl 


'  homag 


ringing 

y  and 


flis  power 
shown  ill 
th'.-  dchxer- 
am  e  ..f  (lis 
peuple 


Sing  praises  to  thy  name. 

Conn>  a,,d  see  what  he  has  done,  an.l  how  dread  is  his 
rule  ov.r  natur..  and  men.  For  nothing  is  too  hard  for 
1>'">-  "^ 'urns  sea  into  dry  land.' so  that  his  people  c  .. 
the  nver  on  foot.  We  wll  therefore  call  upon  o,.r  souls 
to  rejoice  m  him.  the  mightv  everlasting  king  whose 
eyes  keep  watch  upon  the  heathen,  so  that  no  rebel  may 
lift  up  his  head.  Bless  Israel's  Cod.  then.  O  ye  heathen 
peoples,  and  sing  to  him  a  loud  \song  of  praise,  who 
brought  us  back  from  death,  and  kept  our  feet  from 
stumbling.  For.  after  being  sore  tried,  like  silver  in 
the  hre-brought  as  we  were  to  chains  and  prison  ^- 
after  being  trodden  under  foot,  the  victims  of  suffer- 
ings extreme  and  manifold,  thou  hast  brought  us  at 
last  to  a  pLice  of  room  and  liberty,  and  our 'hearts  are 
glad. 

SruTr'    ,  ^   ^^■;"  ^•'^'•^^"^^  g^  ^^  the  temple  and  gratefully  pay 
ar.  pa,a       thee  the  offerings  that  I  vowed  m  the  time  of  my  distress 

— fatlings  and  rams,  bullocks  and  goats. 
Mt'rs'thc         ,P™'^'  '''"  >■»=   'hat  worship  Jehovah,  and  listen  while  I 
\I^^t     ''"  "^  '''"  '''-'^  '^^  '>-^^  <Jo"^'  for  me;  for  in  answer  to  my 

hearted  ,    .  ,      „ 

(16-30)  -'^^  ^'  ""^  •*«''  ^ea  .iml  tlie  Jordan. 

'  The  meaning  ^i  both  these  words  is  unctrtain. 
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eho- 


cry,  he  lifted  me  from  under  the  heel  of  mine  enemies.' 
ilad  the  purpose  of  my  heart  been  wronjj,  tlie  Lord 
wiHild  never  luive  lieard  ine  ,  l)ut,  as  my  purpose  was 
i)ure,  he  did  both  hear  and  heed  my  prayer.  Blessed  he 
he,  because  he  did  not  reject  my  cry  nor  withdraw  his 
mercy  from  me. 

5.    Jehovah's  Goodness  to  Israel  and  to  All  Men  (67)  • 

O  our  God,  be  merciful  to  us,  and  bless  us,  and  cause  May. 

thy  gracious  face  to  shine  upon   us,   that  thy   manifest  ne's'o^"'''^' 

ijoodness  to  us  may  lead  the  whole  world  to  a  knowledoe  'f,'-'!'  ''""S 

,     ,  .  '^     all  the 

ot  thy  gracious  way.s,  and  of  thy  desire  and  power  to  help  ""'^'d  «■> 
them  all,  that  so  thou  mayest  yec  have  the  lioniage  and  fiine'hTm 
praise  of  the  nations,  one  and  all.     Let  them  all  break  ^'"'^ 
forth  with  ghul  shouts  of  joy  because  of  thy  just  and  g-a- 
cii.us  sway.      Let  llie  nations  praise  thee,  O  God  of  Is- 
rael, every  one.     Jehovah  our  God  has  blessed  us  with  a 
plentiful  harvest.     ^Lay  his  favor  to  us  lead  all  the  round 
world  to  the  worship  of  him. 

6.    The   Joy  of  Deliverance  (126)' 

When  Jehovah  changed  the  fortunes  of  Zion,  it  seemed  Thejovof 
like  a  beautiful  drean, -too  fair  to  be    true.     Then  we  C'^'!','.';,"" 

'  By  a  reasunahly  [nobaljle  emendation  of  We'.lliausen's. 

'  A  poetical  expansion  of  the  priestly  benedirtiun,  Num.  6  :  24-26. 

'  This  psalm  and  the  next  (40),  with  their  abrupt  change  uf  tune,  appear 
to  bel(jnK  to  the  [leriud  after  the  return  fr.mi  the  exile,  when  the  joy  of  de- 
liverance was  cioiuled  by  the  di-appointinK  exijjencles  of  the  situation  which 
confronted  those  wLj  'eturned  home:  ^i.  Haggai  i. 


•  1; 

r 
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e  into  slioius  of  happy  laughter.  The  very  heathen 
pointed  to  us  as  a  people  whose  God  had  dealt  greatly 
with  them;  and  we  ourselves  took  nn  fhp  ,vnr,i   .".  i.i,^ 


brok 


vah  hatli  dealt  preatlv  with 


rselves  took  up  the  word,  "Jeho- 


us, 


L^Z/:;:.        '^  '''■''  ^^™''  ^^-''y  ''^  it  so  different 


uul  we  were  very  glad. 


.in.jtlicT  il 


iverance 


fort 


now 


uiie 


U) 


s  again,   we  beseech   thee, 


Clui 


inge  our 


as   thou   dost    till   the 


rooks  m  the  dry  south  land  wth  strean.s  of  autumn  rain. 

.ilr;!;r..h;ear-      ^  ''"'•  ^'•^■'I'"^^  ''"  -seeming,  I  know  that  thou  wilt  hear  our 

fule>cs(5,6)  prayer.     Now  we  sow  in  sadness,  but  one  day  ne  shall 

reap  with  shouts  of  joy.     With  tear-stained  fares  forth  we 

g(^  bearing  the  seed  to  scatter  ;  but  in  God's  good  time  w- 

shall  surely  come  home,  with  our  arms  full  of  sheaves. 

7.    Jehovah's  Deliverance  an  Act  of  Grace  (40) 

j:":!r;:r      ^^^"^  and  patiently  we  ■  waited  for  J.-hovah.  and  at  last 
.h.  ,1..  our  faith  was  rewarded  ;  for,  in  answer  to  our  cry,  he  de- 

livered us  from  the  horror  of  our  awful  .loom,'  and  set  us 
m  security  again,  an.;  turned  our  lips  to  a  glad  new  £oi..r 
of  praise,  so  that  all  who  see  what  he  has  done  for  us  will 
acknowledge  him  as  (Jod  alone. 
_  ^^^^^  Happy  they  who  put  their  trust  in  him,  and  shun  the 
a  (..d   noisy  worshippers  of  lies.' 

Thy  wonders,  O  our  God.  are  many,  and  countless  are 
ihy  thoughts  toward  us:  there   is   none    like  thee.     We 

^^  >  Jhe  church,  rather  than  the  i.UiviJual,  is  speaking.     Note  plural  u,  in 

'  Most  probably  'he  exile. 
•  Idolaters. 
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Psalm  40  :  15 


lan  : 


thmi  dost  (ieli;<lit  1 
animal  or  bloodies 
ready  ear,  and  the  heart  tl 


l;s  with  all  our  heart;   hut  uliat  Ti,r  tr 
n  and  demand  is   not  the  offcriiii^  nf 


sacrifice,  but  the    obed 


Kralitude  is 
ail  iiht-.lii 


ience  oi   the  ^'^i'^^"-i) 


enjoined  in  the 


lat  is  willin.t,'  to  do  thv  w 


ill, 


that 


which  thy  law  is  written. 


)ook  of  Scripture.'     And  s 


we  brines  iin.^;_n„(,  ^1,.^^  |, 


uch  is  the  lirart 


'Vcs  to  do  thv  wi 


one  in 


Our 


gratitude  we  have    also   si 


knowest,  by  cat^erly  proclaiming  in  the 
the  glad  tidings  of  our  salvation. 
Vea,  and  as  we  have  not  failed  to  proe 


10 wn,  as    thou.  0  ( 


great  congre; 


01 1,  I  Iratitmle 
xprcssed 


■^""lll.uhl 


H'i').  ■■■) 


ness  and  love   t 


>\vard 


aim  thv  faithfn!-  m 


to  show  us  pity  and  to  shield 


us,  so  do  not  thou  fail,  () 


our  ( 


•TV  Je 

"'■    .UMlllcl 


pily 


nd  thy  faithfulness. 
lit  number,  and 
aken  us,  so  that 


I' 


us  evermore  by  thy  love'"-'?^ 


ir  on  every  side  are  troul 


Mrs  Ullh- 


oiir  eountlt 


ss  trans'.'ress 


lur  hearts    f.i 


sions  h.tve  over- 


gracious 


ly  help 


us.     J'.ut,    0 


our  Ciod. 


and 


sion  all  who  are  thirsting  f 


save  us,=  and  bring  to  shame  and 


con- 


r  f>ur  life  ;  defeat  and  d 


!i'>iior  be   upon   all   who  long   for  

shamelessly  shout,  "Hurrah!  Hurrah!"      But 


our   destruction. 


is- 
and 


joy   and 


't  tUc  ( IM  I  pMamcnt  seems  to  be  intended, 
■  I  lie  last  five  verses  of  this  i.'-.-ilin   (1--1-     r,.ii,i„.-,r     .,  M     •     ■       ,= 

ru,n  the  heK.nn,n«,  par.  „f  I's.  ,o,  or  whether  they  were  .,nKi,„.llv  ,„  „  ' 
ependen.  psahn  afterward  appended  t„  ,., :  ,...,     On  the  wh^  y'  e     ,' 

:   t^;^  "- '^'Ki..-«,  to  rsaln,  „..    Such  rapid  transuions  of   e  ^  ^ 

arc  ..jt  uncommon  m  the  Psalter  (cf.  Pss.  j2,  ii6). 

I  as 


^1 


3«5 


r.salm  40  ■  16 


The  Messages  of 


Rladncss  be  llieirs  who  seek  thee,  and  mav  all  those  who 
lon^  for  thy  help  say,  -  I'raiscd  be  Jehovah,"  evermore. 
Hi!t  as  f(,r  us,  we  are  po,)r  ,ui.]  needy.  O  make  haste  ' 
thou  who  art  able  to  help  and  save  us.  O  linger  not  I 
beseech  thee,  my  Ciod. 


rSAI.MS    OF    TilAXKSDiv.N,;     [,  r.R    MACCABEAN 
VILTOKII  >  ?]  -' 

I      The  Constancy  of  Jehovah's   Care   (138) 

U^'^'t,    ''  ''"'"'''   ''■"''^■''  ^''^'^  "^y  '"''^t  hearty  thanks,  lowlv 
irrncy'"fi-   ''"'"^''"-'"^^••'"■'''^'•y  holy  temple,  and  in  delianee  of  the 
Iuve(>-i)  '"  l'e^t''^-r'  RoJs.  '  would  render  thee  niv  thanks  for  the  <-on- 
staney  of  thy  love  ;  fr,r  thou  hast  done  far  more  than  thou 
hast  promised.^     In  answer  to  my  prayer  thou  hast  multi- 
plied my  strength. 

'  So  I>..  70:  5.     I„  snrh  an  impet„..ns  context,  this  5eem=  more  natural 

h.m  the  present  text  w.i,  its  bcautif,,]  ,l,„„«ht.  -the  Lord  thinke.h  of  me  " 

Hesuies  the  sudden  ,ra„M,i„n  to  the  third  person,  in  a  context  full  of  sec- 

or,ds,  though  far  from  hei„K  impo..:i,le  or  unparahclcd,  would  be  somewh.t 

str«nj;c. 

»  The  followins  sev-n,  psalms  (,,8,  ,44,  fi9,  ,,„  ,,S,  ,,6,  ,4,^)  arc  prob-Vv 
sonKs  of  gratitude  for  Maccabean  victories  (.fi^-.f.s  li.  C).  In  the  first  iwo 
the  joy  .s  tempered  by  a  .sense  of  diffir.dtiesyet  to  be  overcome  :  the  end  is 
not  yet.      Ihe  others  breathe  a  very  viworous  sense  ..f  triumph 

•Collective.  M.r'  be.-ore." 

•  The  precise  meaning  of  jc  and  3b  is  doubtful. 
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■//(■ 


Psaliiiisfs 


Psalm  144  :  6 


\\  iun  llic  heathen  kin,c:s  see  how  thou  hast  fulfilled  thy  Th,s  i„ve 
i'i"inis<'s  to  Israel,  they  too  shall  praise  thee,  and  sin-  nr'!"  T'"  •''* 
:  !.y  -reat  an,  1  .i^lorious  wavs.  ^     '^       7^t  l:!':^ 

lor  from  his  hi^^h  and  distant  thmne  Jehovah  looks  in  ^''vaMi:,, 
Inve  uj)on  the  lowly,  in.t  the  proud  he  strikes  down.'     So  Thn.,,,.,,  all 
tliou,t;h  my  way  be  distressful.  I  know  that   my  life  is  s  ,f,.  f'^'^^'^vf- 
with  thee.     For  with  thy  victorious  arm  thou  dos'   n^p.-l -"'-"'lu 
nn-  an,^:ry  foes.     Surely  thou  wilt  fmish  the  work  whirl,  'l^^t^ 
tliou  hast  be.i^un  on  me.     Thou  wilt  not  leave  it  undone  ; 
for  thy  love  is  everlasting. 

3.    Jehovah  (he   Warrior's  Stay  ri44  :  i-n)' 

Blessed  be  my'  God.  the  mighty  Jehovah,  my  strong  ThanU.iv- 
lower  and  refuge,  my  deliverer  and  defender.^  who  has  j"«  ",']«, . 
taught  me   the  art  of  war  and  laid   nations  at  mv  fee-  KraVI,;,.;"'"' 
T:h-u  art  graeious  far  above  my  desert.     For  what  i.;  man'  \f-T  "" 
■  :aii  child  of  the  earth,  that  thou  thinkest  upon  him   and 
visitest  him  with  thy  grace  .^"  for  he  is  like  a  breath,  and 
his  days  but  a  passing  shadow." 

O  come  to  us  again,  bow  the  hea-ens  an.i  come  down,  Pray„  for 
touch  the  hills  that  they  smoke. '  Shoot  out  thy  lightning  /'""'"  "'- 
•irrows.  and  so  scatter  and  confound  them.'"     Stretch  thy  (5-«r'' 

'  Kiiicnded  text. 

■^'llie  numerous  .iii..tatiuns  in  this  jisalm  fr 
show  that  it  must  be  very  late. 
'  *-'""«'ive.  «  Cf   i8  :  ,.  2. 

,  ♦  •Cf.39:5;   102:1, 

^'    ''*-9-    '°4:  i2-  »Cf.  :8;  14. 
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ther  parts  u{  the  Psalter 


5 


■5' 


Psal 


m  144  :  7 


The  .U, 


ssifj^rs  of 


iT'ini  t'l 


hand  down 


Kfcat    watiTs'  ii, 
and 


hr^ 


ine 


ht 


and  pIiK-k    me  out  of  the 


perjured  aliens, 


h    I   have  been   plunijcd   by  fal 


se 


i.inks(,;ivinj,' 


()  God,  with 


tl 

I'T  thr"i„   "  unto  ilicc 


"isiriunents  and  son.q;  I  will  mak 


1'  ilMtfd  VI 

"ry  ( ,1  I) 


wiio   helpe.st   kin«s  and  who  didst 


ancient  servant   David*   f 
lit  of  tlie  hand  of  the  f 


c  music 


.'^ave   thine 


nie  o 


The  enemy 
"lefcateii 
(',  2) 


I'raise  t<i  Je 
huvah  f.,r 
his  puwer 
anil  love 
(3-6) 


rom  the   (Kadly  sword.     Pluck 
alse  and  perjured  aliens. 

3.    Jr/i.'7'a/t   r.caJs  to    I'Uf.uy   (68)* 
Jehovah  anses,  l„s  j^odless  enemies  "r^re  scattered  «  in 
fl  K^ht  before  h,m.  perishing,  at  h,s  presenc  l,ke  the  snioke 

that  vanislies  or  the  wax  that  ineh.  l,efore  the  hre. 
Ill  i^Talitude  f<ir  llie  vie'oiv  Irt  tl,,.  >•;    i  ,  ■    ■     • 

,      ,  .,     .  ,  ''">  '''  "i'-^^  ri-hteoiis  join  in   the 

Kl.ul  jubilation  of  worship.  Yea,  praise  lehovahs  nan>e 
>n  son,.,  make  music  to  him  '  who  rides  h[s  chariot  across 
the  de.serts.«  Jehovah  is  his  K!„rious  n.une  ;  therefore  a^- 
Jo.ee  before  him.  His  men-y,  ,00,  is  as  wide  as  his  power  ■ 
for  from  his  home  in  heaven  '  he    ■•„.'.  help  to  the  needv,' 

•  Or  p.,ss,bly,  "who  ha..  save.i'',hv'^^van,."  ,1..,  I.  hrtl '„  l'^  Tn  '  '' 
1-4.  s,n«s  her  son,-  of  Kra,i..,,e.  I„  .ha,  case,  -  X  -av  i  "  w  Ml  a'  i  "^ 
su««e.,ed  by  .he  obvious  indeb.ednes.  of  ,he  psalm  ,0^7::'  '       ' 

.  ,s  qu„e  .mpossible  .„  de.ennine  the  da.e  of  ,his  ,„afi„ifi,  en.    bu.  ex 

thet"f V  '     '      •  •■""'  '"  "'"'^-  "''"•-■^'  «0-obscur..  psahn      Ou  .he  wo 
th    probab.h.v  sec.n,s  ,o  be  in  favor  of  a  .Mao  abean  origin  „.;  V.    C 

be  ancen.  ...rdsused  in  .he  advance  „f  Isr.acPs  hos.s.      X,.n,    il'  .  „ 

...;:^;:;:;h;:i-::;;-;r:o!::;^--'-- 

"  tor  example,  fr>.m  Kcyp.  and  liahyi,,,,. 
'Or  from  ihe  temple  (v.  5). 
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///('  Psa/iuists 


Psalm  68  :  14 


f  ithering  the  fatherless  and  defendiiKr  the  u-i,l 


iij^s  the  soHtary  home  ag. 


i!e  b 

fort  all  who  u 

the  cheerless  land 


low 


s  cause. 


lin,  and  restores  to  com- 
ere  prisoners,  Icavmg  none  but  the  rebels  in 


O  our  Cod,  when  thou  did 


St  march  throtigli  the  destrt 


Jehovah' 


KH-cd 


at  the  head  of  thy  people.'  all  nature  was  n 

eartii  and  the  mountains  =  trembled  at  thv  fr,-,rl  '-!„i',i"  "1"'.*'"'"" 

in.iiu,n_i.i    <u    Ul)    [lead,  ,U1(1   Ihc  pie  ienennes 

Sky  poured  ram  m  torrents.  Thy  weary  ones  thot,  didsi  •'•'♦' 
sustam.  and  thou  didst  settle  thy  people  m  the  land  wimh 
thou  in  thy  goodness  ha  ,  t  i^r.^pared  for  them.  The  I  ord 
has  fulfilled  his  promise  !)y  granting  us  the  victory  and 
many  are  the  heralds  that  proclaim  it,  tellmg  how  that 
kings  have  (led  in  ho,  haste,  leaving  glorious  spoil  for  the 
women  at  home  to  d,vide-doves  feathers  overlaid  with 
Sliver  and  yellow  gold,  with  precious  stones  worked  upon 
them  that  glistened  like  snow  upon  the  trees  of  .Salmon.' 

■  i;rnb.-,My  ,he  reference  is  ,„  son,e  re,  en.  ,rium,.h,  n,„  ,„  ,he  march  from 
S„  .he  ...an,  ,...,  „.„,h  .he  ,a„«n,..e  ,s  .n„„u.,.eai,  s.:::::^ 

-o  Duhm,  who  reg.u,ls  v.    ,3  as  an  ennmera.iw,  of  .be  boo.v      Well- 

:••;■:■"?'■ '""' '"i" r-'^-- -^ "■^- -^- -  «■>'" "^^- ^^^^t 

JU'lKes  5  .  .6.  Salmon  was  a  mountain  near  She.  I-.  .,  ,  Jud  „  ■  ,f.  y 
.4a  Duhm  regards  as  a  gloss.  Wellhausen  ,ran.,..,o.  v  „  •■  wt',  L 
Am,Kh.y   sca.,ered    kings,   when  .hey   s...mh.e,.   ,n  .he   „.;  ,   „  ,  '? 

•   .';;:;'; t    " '""" "^ ^""'^""^ ^'^-^"'-^ -•  •^-^^ -p- >^ 


M 
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Psalm  68  ;  15 


The  Rhssagcs   01 


Northern 
iralonsv  nf 

captivts 
(17.  i^) 


To  Jcliovali  belongs  the  nn;;^o(l  mountain  rans[c  of  Ra 
hii.ui.      Win  .Tli/rc  cast   yc  anv;ry  v^iaiiics,  ye  ni^j^cd  liill^ 


'  of  liasliaii. 


ui)on  tlic  hill  of  /.mil  \\\\\i\\  jdiovali  has  chosei 


Kiilfilmem 
nf  the  aii- 
<  lent  uracle 
th.it  prom- 
ised victory 
('9-23) 


The  temple 
prore^siun 


for  his  eternal  lioine  ?  '  for  tlir  vhtoi-y  i)rloiii;s  to  the 
miyhty  Cjod  of  /.ion.  who  has  ionic  to  the  fray  from  his 
ancient  seat  in  Sinai,  snrroiuiii'd  by  unseen  hosts  '  with 
myriads  of  chariots.  .After  the  victory  thoii  didst  ascend 
Zion's  hill '  with  trains  of  captives  hearing  gifts  of  hom.ige, 
and  the  rebels  shall  dwell  tliere  in  subjection  t(j  Israel's 

()  blessed  be  the  Lord,  who  beareth  us  day  by  day,  the 
tnuiniihant  (;od  who  helpeth  us  in  mamfold  ways,  and 
brini^cth  us  out  of  deadly  peril,  c  rushin;^  the  head  of  his 
proud  and  ini(iiiitous  foes  in  act  ordance  with  the  oracle 
which  declared  that  he  would  deliver  us  out  of  our  peril " 
in  Hashan,  and  brins  us  back  to  our  own  land  to  bathe 
our  feet  in  the  blood  of  our  foes— blood  which  our  dogs 
.sliould  also  lick. 

In  honor  of  the  victory  of  Jehovah  my  kintj,  processions 

'  1  lie  people  of  the  iiortli  reseiil  tlic  milil.irv  '.luf  ess  of  the  Jews.  Judta 
could  be  seen  from  the  northern  lulls-  which  lends  poini  t^i  ihf  question. 

'Cf.  2  Kings  6;  I^  f. 

'  Not  elsewhere  called  "  the  height  "  ,  hut  heaven  is  imt  very  .ippruprlaie 
in  this  context. 

*  A  .Messianic  thou^;ht  -the  heathen  suhject  to  jehov.ih.  Sninf.  however, 
emend,  to  hriuR  the  line  into  harmony  with  v.  6:   the  rebels  shall  ;;.V  dwell. 

"  I'erhaiis  the  sea  is  used  as  a  picture  of  peril  (cf.  iS  :  i(.;.  otherwise  the 
Collocation  of  Hashan  and  the  sea  is  hard  to  understand. 
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the  Psalinists 


II!  ''.s 


33 


are  seen  in  the  sanctuary,  with  singers  in  front  .ui.l 
i)eliin(I  and,  between   them,  maiilnis  witli   iinii)rel 


ll.lluls   of    IKjblcs     l)!(.>siML'^    I 


players 
and 


in  fr 


It, 


>;  Israel's  Cod-  Dfuj.iuiin  the  lit- 
■  ili  and  the  princes  of 


11   IN    of 


rent 

i;,i!iiee.' 

Show  thyself  stron.s^-  ui  <u,r  cause  as  nf  yo,-,-.  fro,„  thv  iv.v.r  ,l,..e 
temple  ahnw  [cnis.il, m.  ,iiid  brm- ,dl  the  world  iiiin  sub-"'"""'''' 
jcetion  to  thr,..      M.iv  kiiv^'s  brin.i^  thee  iribtitr  !     M,,v  i|,y '""'"'•^^''kc 
rebuke  l)e  fcdt    by   I'KVpt  ^  and   by  every  s.iva^e   heathen  (^"aT'' 
n.-ition-nil.rs  .and  peopl-  ,-d,ke  !  ^'     .M,.y  th.'v  come  from 
Kqypt  with   i;iffs  .,f  ,„]/  .,,,,1  niay  KthiojM.a  speedilv  (  nme 
with  her  hands  full  of  offerings  ! 

Then   will   the   Messianic    days    indeed    have   dawned,  Asmptinn 
when  all  shall  humbly  acknowh  dge  Jehov.th.     Sing,  all  ye  7'^,''"''^ '" 
kingdoms  of  the  world,  sing  the  pr.uses  of  Israel's  ( io'd,  (3^^-35^' 
who  rides  throtigh  the  ancient  heavens.      Hark  !  he  utters 

'  In  V.  r'l  the  meaning  is  uncertain. 

'The  t,east  of  the  reed  ,  v.  30);  probal.Iy  the  rrocoriile,  as  representing 
Keypt.  Dnhm  thinks  the  allusion  is  to  the  swine  who  herd  amonR  the 
reed-  of  the  J.jrdan  (cf.  (Jadara  in  the  New   lestamenti. 

•  The  last  two  clauses  of  v.  30  (r,  d;  are  desperate.  The  context  would 
'!:.v>-st  that  the  thouKht  of  the  verse  must  be  the  submission  of  the  heathen 

vhether  voluntary  or  enforced  :   but  what  the  words  actually  mean  no  man 

-   wv     \\ellh.iu5en  emends  and    translates:     "Trample   thou   down   the 

'  .rs  of  hes.  and  scatter  the  peoples  who  take  pleasure  in  wars  "     Duhm  • 

■settle  amonK  those  who  love  thy  threshoM,  and  pive  ^lad  tiduiRs  to  the 

"•inons  that  deliRht  to  visit  the  temple."     Cheyne  translates  c.  -  that  rolls 

itself  III  mire  for  gain  of  money." 

•  ••  With  oil,"  instead  of  "princes."  which  ,s  a  very  doubtful  word  in  the 
or;Kinal.     Cf.  Is.  57  :  9. 


I 


Psalm  C,3  :  34 


"/'//(■    J/r'.N.wA^'V^    of 


'I  liank<- 


his  mi,t;hty  voii  c  oi  thunder.  Ascribe  ye  strength  to 
Jehovah,  who  shelters  his  people  Israel  with  his  ail- 
cmbracinj;  majesty  ami  nii^hi.  Itmih  hi^  li.ily  place  1;.- 
shows  liimself  tcrnhle.  ]],■  makeili  his  people  siron,^ 
and  mi>,'lity.     Uiessed  be  he  ' 

4.    Ji-Itovali  ,1  Sioe  IhliTrrrr  (30)' 

I  will  exiol  ilif,'.  0  my  Cod,  Ii.n  ausr  tlmu  lia-.t  lifted  me 

Jfhovahfur  I'P  -IS  out  of  a  dun-ton.  and  k'  pt  my  foes  from  n-joiciri^r 

.Mivrrliite"  '^'-'^'^  ">'■•     When    m   minr  cxireniity   I  cried  to  thee  fnr 

^'"-^*  1"'P.  'hou  didst   heed   me.  and  save  me  and  preserve  nie 

from  death.     Therefore  simj  to  Jehovah,  all  ye  that  are 

he^.  and  jjraise  his  holy  name  :   for  while  his  anther  lasts 

but  a  moment,  his  favor  endures   for  a  lifetime.      .After 

every   ni,t;ht    of    weepinj;,    the    mormn,!.;   breaks,    with  it^ 

shouts  of  gladness. 

Rrrit.-,Uf  I  know  whereof  I  speak;   for,  when  all  went  well    I  fan- 

UtsKiad       cied  my  prosperity  would  never  be  shaken.     I5y  thy  favor 

f  xper,e:-e      j   l,^^,j  ]^^^,  ^.j,,,,,)  ^-^^^^^  .^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^.jj  ^^^^^^^  ^  ,^^^^^    '  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^^ 

thou  didst  hide  thy  f.ice  from  me,  and  I  was  troubled. 
Tlien  very  earnestly  I  prayed  to  thee  in  this  wise  :  "  Wlia: 
doth  it  profit  thee."  I  said.  "  if  J  perish  and  go  down  to 
the  grave.'  for  the  dead  cannot  praise  thee,  nor  tell  of  thv 
faithfulness.     O  hear  me  gr.icu.usly,  my  Cod,  and  lielp 

'  This  psalm  is  referred  by  the  superscription  to  "  the  dedication  of  the 
h.>U'ie.-  that  is,  the  temple.  It  was  apparently  employed  in,  if  not  also  com- 
posed for,  the  dedication  ceremonies  of  165  li.  C.  when  the  temple  was  puri- 
fied by  Judas  MarcaKxus  after  its  profanation  by  Antiochus  K.piphanes. 


/'siilim'sfs 


I'salni  I  iS     1 8 


iiK.  '  My  prayer  was  hpanl.  for  at  nnrc  tlmii  .li.I.t  turn 
•:-;•  luiRTit  uuo  jjladiicss.  TlKHi  (lulst  unloose  n,v  n.he 
..f  mourning  and  yirdle  mr  with  a  K'.irnieiit  ..f  jov.'tliat  I 
:Kii;lit  praise  thre  uiihoul  reasiii,-  ,,ii,!  give  tiiee  tliaiiks 

f  rt-vcr. 

5.    Tfuinksi^ivini;  for   His   Grrat   Deliverancf   inSi 

(.HO  thani<s  to  Jelmvah.  for  lie  is  j^ood  ;  his  love  is  ever- M,„r«H  al 


lastiiiy.     Let  all  in  Israel  say— people,  priests,  am!  pro^e- '';"'"'"^''"" 
lytrs'— his  love  is  everlastm-.  *' 

For  he  answered  the  prayer  that  we  utten  d  wh.  „   ,n  Jch.val.  an- 
straits,  and  brouijiu  „s  out  int..  a  broad  plare.     J,  li,,vali  '"""^  "'« 
isours:  wehaveno  frar.      What  ,an   nun   ,!..   u  n  t  o  u  s  ?  f-'M  s'i 
U  ith  hini  to  aid  us.  we  shall  see  the  defeat  of  our  foes.    It 
IS  ;(ood  to  put  eonri.h-nre  in  hini      far  In-it,  r  than  to  trust 
:n  mortal  princes.'^ 

Kverywhere  hr.athen  swannr,!  round  us  like  bees,  and  ilc  v.v.,l 
i»lm-d  about  us  lik,- a  liiv  of  ,l„,riM;   but  in  the   name  of  ['"^'V''= 
Jehovah  we  .-ut  them  down.     Wi„„  uv  ,,urse!v,-s  wrn-  .11  -■-'<' ■"■!.. 
but  thrust  to  the  ground,  our  (.nd  hdp.d  us.     lie  i.s  oar(™ 
strength,   uid  sons.;,  .uid  saviour. 

<.lad    <    les  of   vi.-.ory  .are    nnyin,^-   in  the  tents  of  iheThej.yof 
righteous.      J.hovah's    n\;ht     hand    h.v     done    br.iveiv ;""?»' 
Jehovah-s  ri.^ht  hand  is  e.valt.d  ;  Jehovah's  ri^^dit  hand  has       ' 
done  br.ively.      11,-  l,,,s   indeed   ehasteued  sorely,   but  he 

'  ^"r  tlie  same  enumeration,  cf,  115:9-11. 

■'  ■!  ;.e  reference  i.  po.sibly  ,„  alliaiue.  with  .he  R.n.ar.s,  if   .l,e  ...aln,  be 


Mui.Labeaii. 


•  r. 


'iJ 


Psalm  ii8  :  i8 


The  Messages  of 


'i'liniikseiv- 
iii>;  f..r  111-: 
dclivcr.iiice 


I'ray.r,  thf 
pritstiv 


Has  not  R.vcn  i.s  ov(  r  to  d.atli.     No !  we  shall  nnt  di. 
but  liw.  t(.  tdlall  ilK.t  l,r  has, lone  for  us. 

OlHii  to  us  the  toniple  .loors.'  Let  us  citer  and  ..If.r 
our  thanks  to  Jeliovah. 

Tliis-say  tlie  priests-is  th,-  door  to  Jdiuvah  s  hoi;,.- 
■'iid  tiirough  It  tlie  righteous  may  pass. 

Wv  give  the.'  thauus  for  hearing  and  helping  us-  f„r 
'!'">'  Ii.ist  wrought  a  miracle  for  us  in  exalting  our  httle 
I'"  1  •  t"  I"-  the  f.unKlers  of  Jewish  librrtv.  This  glorious 
day  IS  Jehovah  s  ..wn  ue.tt.o,,.  La  „s  rejoice  and  be 
Js'Iatl  m  it. 

-I'rayerof  the  pe.ple.)     ()   eontinur.  we  bes.'erji  thee. 


l)lc^siiin.in,!  jenowiii,  to  lu'lp  and  prosper  us. 
rj.tf-ii  ,1-..,, ,.  .  *         I  • 


festal  (laiiLc 


•Ans'.vor  of  the  priests.)  In  tlu-  nanu-  of  J.-hovah 
!'!i-ss.d  be  yc  all:  ItMni  Jrlu.vah's  house  wr  pronotinr, 
our  blessings  iipi.n  \■i^\\. 

'''"''^'  P'"I'I^'.'  Jdiovaii  isCul  alone.  lie  has  shone 
upon  us  with  his  gr.nious  face. 

(The  priests.,  Let  the  festal  dan.  ers  unite  by  twiniti^^ 
'-."ether  the  boughs  they  carry  till  they  ton.  h  the  alt.ir's 
horns.' 


'  The  prcicession  has  now  reached  the  rrriiplc. 

«The  pr„vcrl,ial  cxpre.si.,,,  i„   v.  ..   ,„;.y  ...^a,,  that  Zion  is  .o  beco,„e 
the  f„u„.lat,„n  of   tl,c   ,r„e  ki„Kdc.m  of  (i.J.     „,  ;,  u.ay  .nvohe  a  m.re 
definite  rc-feren,  e  tu  the  family  .,f  the  .^fa. .  abccs 
^^>  Possibly  the  day  of  the  d.dicat.o,.  of  the  .c.ple  (.65  li.  C.)  celebrated  i„ 

♦  'rhe  precise  ^e.ise  of  .,7b  ,  c  is  far  from  >  Icar. 
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the  Psalmists 


Psalm  1 16  :  1 1 


1 .1 


1111)11  art  <.iir  ( .od  :  wc  ^^ratifiJly  praise  tlicc.  (".ive 
thanks  to  Jcliovah  :  for  lie  is  ijuud.  His  love  is  everiast- 
\\\g. 

6.   Dilivnatue  out  of  Great  Afliition  (rifi) 
r  love    Jcliovah.   i)craiiso   he   listers   to  my  loiu!    en- Uhovah 
treaty:'  for  he  inelmed  Ins  ear  to  nic.     Therefore  I  will  J^^^.^VXii. 

upon  his  name  as  Ic.ii);  as  I  live.     Like  a  huntsman 'f""  <'-3^ 
leath  eaii-lil  me  in  his  toils,   I   was  smitten  with   the  an- 
■^iiish  of  Slu'ol :  ^  distress  and  sorrow  were  mine. 

Then  I  called  on  the  name  of  Jehovah.    '•  ()  save  me."  I  iir  rovar.l- 
said.  "  I  beseeeh  ihee,   Jeliovah  ■•;  and    in   his    ^race  and  5'^,,':!^;';;,'^'' 
'Mstiee    and    pity,  this    (led    of   ours,  who    preserves  the  <^-"> 
-imple,  did  s.ive  me  from  mme  affliction.     I   will  hit!  my 
soul   return    to   him  :   for   he   i^  my  rt-st  vm\   benefactor. 
•ho  h.is  preserved  me  from  death  and  sorrow,  and  will 
■ti.ihlf  me.  in  the  days  to  come,  to  walk  without  stumb- 
"'\'C  before  him  in  the  land  of  the  liviny;.     Thoujjh  *  I  was 
"re  afflicted  and  fancied,  in  my  confusion,  that  all  men 
were   traitors,  yet   I   maintained    my   faith    in    God,  and 
ilelerniined  to  call  upon  his  name.'' 

'  Colle.rtive. 

'  V,  I  is  s  .mewliat  difficult  anil  unrerfain.  Cheyne  render!  :  I  ari  confi- 
>!it  thai  Jeliuvah  will  hear  the  voice  uf  my  beseeching. 

'  Cf.  Ps.  i8  :  4,   s. 

«The  Greek  version  reRards  I's.  nf,  ai  \\\<-  psalms,  and  startj  the  second 
of  the  two  at  tliis  point  (v.  lo). 

'  'Ihe  preiise  nieaning  and  connecti.m  of  vv.  lo  and  ii  are  hard  to  mak« 
out,  but  are  no  duubt  approximately  represented  by  this  paraphrase. 
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II 


'^i 


4 


The  Ji'nper 
gratefully 

fulfill  his 

vow  (I2    19) 


Israel's  song 
of  thanks- 
giviiiK  fur 
victory  (1.4) 


The  punish- 
mrnt  uf 
Israel's 
heathen  foe; 
(5-9) 


Psalm  T .6  :  ,2        Tkc^Mcs^,,^^r,s  of  the  Psalmists 

How  then  shall  I  repay  Jehovah  for  all  his  rr.any 
I'ounties  to  me  ^  I  will  pour  out  a  drink  offering,,  to  him 
'■ali.nK  "pon  his  name  while  I  pour;  for  he  it  s  'that  has 
•saved  nie,  he  loves  to  preserve  the  life  of  his  saints.  ••  () 
I  an^  thy  servant,"  I  cried.  "  thy  humble  servant  am  I. 
and  thou  didst  free  me  from  my  .nisery."  In  the  temple- 
courts  therefore,  before  all  the  people  of  Jerusalem  I  will 
offer  Jehovah  a  thank  offering  in  payment  of  vows  and 
i  will  call  upon  his  name,  as  I  offer. 

7-  The  Song  of  I'iciory  (149) 
Sing  .  new  song  to  Jehovah  :  let  his  praise  ring  in  the 
assemb,,  of  the  godly.  Let  Israel  rejoice  in  her  creator 
and  king,  and  praise  him  in  the  dance  and  with  instru- 
n^ents  of  music.  For  he  loves  his  people,  and  the  meek  he 
adorns  with  victory. 

Let  the  godly  exult  and  sing  in  the  night.'  when  the 
toils  ot  day  are  over.  With  loud  songs  of  praise  to  God 
they  grasp  in  their  hands  their  two-edged  swords  to  ex- 
ecute upon  the  heathen  peoples  the  vengrance  and  judg- 
rnent  that  are  written,  chaining  their  kings  and  fettering 
their  princes  Such  victory  as  this  is  the  glorious  destiny 
of  all  Jehov.-.h  s  saints. 

'  V.  5,  ■  ■  upon  their  beds  "     The  text  is  possibly  faulty  here   but  no  sa.i. 
factory  emendation  has  been  proposed.  ""V  ""e.  but  no  satii- 
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THE 


I   PSALArs  IN  CELEBRATION  OF 
WORSHIP 


-niE    PSAI.MS   IN  CELEBRATION  OF 

WORSHIP 


INTRODLCTION 


As  the  Psalter  w;::-,  the  h 


pie.   It   IS  Very  natural    that 


yrnn-book  of  the  second  teiri- 


)reathe  the   temple  atniosplicre.  and 


many  of  the  psalms  should 


for 


J 


s  worsiii|).      In  a  ver 


K'low   witii  affeetion 


ehdvah's  hunie,  and  it.'- 


y  special  sense,  the  temple 


was 


t'l    ih< 


Jeh 


city    of    Jerusalem    and    t 


sanctity  was  commumcated  both 


lov.ih  s  choice  (,f  Judah  i> 


ic    pKuince  of   Judah. 


"le  i)ast  (78  :  r,S).  and 
si.irnaily  revealed  in  its  chief 


re,i;arded  as  deeply  rooted 


in 


more  than  once  his  glory  nad  b 


ieen 


\vh 


cllv 


ich  is  loved  b\ 


Jc- 


'lUS. 


:ilfm  (46  ;  76  :  1.3), 


was   loved  by  tl 


liim  with  a  spei  ial  love  187  :  2)  ;  and  it 


le   worsl 


Pl)ers   no  less  dearly.      A    v 


IS  lavished   b.v  the 


psal 


passi(jn  of  affection 

It  was  the  joy  of  tl 

its  desolation  ( :o2  :  141.      1 

"ic-mories  (12- 4,  5,.  and    was   the   visible   I 


cry 
'Msts  upon  it. 


le   whole    world  (48  :  21,  dear  e\ 


"or  it  was  crowdeil 


held  tM^rctlicr  t 
ll'ipcs  the  most 


le  scatter'  (i  chih 


ren  o 


f  Jud 


even  in 
Willi  ancient 
)ond   which 


USUI  (122:1,  8). 


oariii 


M  >^athered  upon  it  ;   it  was  to  be  the 


TIic  ]\[cssa< 


(\ntiT  of    Icliovali 


as   the    Stptiia-iiii    iraiislatt. 


/.idii. 


niisUikc.  was  t(j  bi:  tin-  luc 
No  womkr  iinii  s.ui'' 


s  sovrnigiiiy  mo  :  2) 


>S7 


•:s  of 


and 


niotli 


tf 


l>v  a 


iropolis  of  the  wliol 


r  work] 


lappy 
(87). 


It  I  torijct  thee,  O  Jerimnlem, 
May  my  ri.i^lit  lumd  uitliir.' 
M.iy  my  tongue  clcavr  \n  \\\s   |i,il,iti 
Ji  I  rcminilHT  tlici'  riot, 


It  I 
M 


i-Ntriiii  iKjt  JcrusMli-in 
y  lii-liest  j,.y  (IJ7  :  5,  6). 


By  the  tinu;  these  psahns  w 
of  Jerusalem  liad  loni^  since  vanished,  ami  the 
wliicli  fond  Iiearis  invested  lier  was  t!ie  hali 


The  i^lory  of  the  dtv  was  Uie  u-iiinli 


ere  sun;;-,  tlie  [lolitical  i^dorv 

lialo  witii 

if  rel.^ion. 


tile  devout  was  eeiilred 


on  / 


u]Kjn  me 


and  tii<-  passion  of 
■niple  worshij).      li   is 


ion  that  |iraise  is  seemly  (65  ;  1 ,.  and  there  tl 


lal  \'ous 


are  to  be  paid   (lib:  iS.  i 


Jehovah  i-ommauds  tlu'   blessin-   of  eternal   life 


Jt 


to  worship  within  the  1 


was  an  inexpressibly  blessed  [ 


yi ;  above  all,   it  is  tliere  tl 


^^1>1 


Kit 


)ri\-il( 


K't-' 


to  1 


)e  permitted 


loly  courts  i')5  :  4).  and  men  would 
endure  the  diseomforts  of  lon^r  and  perilous  ways,  if  onlv 
HI  the  end  they  mit;ht  look  upon  Jeho-,  ih's  lovelvd 


We  11  in 


place,   aiul   stand  before  their   ( \ 


in    Zion    (84  :  (\  7 


They  can  hardly  find  words  to  e.\j)ress    heir  affection  I 


or^et 


'  '!  liL-  Hebrew  tunsuiiaiits  may 
of  which  is  very  satisfaclory.     (iraet 

ccinsonants  yields  the  abuve  ailiiiir.ibW-  sense. 


be  I' 


er 


r^i'itten,"  neither 


z's  very   simple  traiispusitiun  ..f   the 


140 


f\'^n/iiiisfs 


It  al 


(2r. 


Thcv 


an  only  iiticr  tlici 


i'lv  in  thr  touciiiiii^rly  siiniilc  won 

/  r,'./'  .<'/>/,/  ulini  thrv  said  to  mv 


Wc  will  go  to  the  house  of  Ji 


r  overwliclming 


(122  :  I). 


Ti 


(•  scrvi 


ICC  was  ■^nv^cou<.  and  imist  hnw  Wen  very  im- 
prrssivc.  especially  to  an  Oriental.  Orcasionallv  we  ratrl, 
.s'linipses  of  a  hajipy  festal  jiroct  ssi,,,,  ,,|j  ;  _^'.  (^^  .  ^^. 
nS  :  27),  and  uv  ..m  form  sonic  faint  idea  of  the  joy  wiih' 
.'.'n.li  the  frast  of  hooihs  was  celcl)rat<'(i  (8)  :'i-ro). 
Music,  whieh  is  coiitinually  referred  to  (Hi  12;  92:3; 
')«:5.6;  I50).nius!  have  played  an  important  part  and' 
tiie  sights  ^vere  doiihtlrss  often  very  beautiful,  as.  for  ex- 
ample, the  procession  which  celebrated  the  brilliant  vic- 
'.'  :y  surii,'  in  the  sixty-eightli  psalm- 


Singers  yoint:  tii-rirc  arvl  player'-  bi'hin.i. 
And  ni.TKlciis  xMih  tinihirls  bctu.on  them 


==;). 


It  is  easy  to  understand  why.  when  a  ;ii.in  was  torn 
frum  these  things,  his  heart  was  bowed  down  within 
'■m  142  .-4.  51,  ,i!id  why  no  devastation  was  so  awful 
as  the  devastation  of  Jelu.v.ihs  holy  and  beautiful  house 

':::3ff.) 


'41 


Psalm  24  :  7 


I  lie  J/rssiJj^i-s  of 


II 

TIIF.    I'>.\I,MS    (il     WOKSmi' 

I.  Jchov:Th's    T>  iuvif^hnl  Entry  into  (lie  S.nnfmuy 
(J4  :  7-IO) ' 


telmvali' 
eMlraru  e  i-ito 


I.ift  \m  vnur  h.  ads,  ln-h 


;<IKT  and  hiv;lior  still,  vc  aiuSf-nt 


Jenisiiiem     .^atrs  f)f  Jmisalrm,  that  the  j,,d()riiiiis  kiiii^' 


(7-10) 


The  joy  of 

.'i-rii>.alem 
with  its 


meniuiies 


(■-5) 


Hut 


niav  enter  in. 


who  tlini  is  this  :^l(iri()us  knii; 


Jcliovali.  the  mi,^hty  one,  the  hero;  Jehov.ih,  iht'  he 


ro 


in  war. 
laft 


lip  your  he. 


<ls.  1 


ii,t;lier  ai 


gates,  that  ilie  ;^iorious  kinij  niav  eiiler  in 


d   hlv;her  still,  yc  aiieiciu 


Who 


is  he,  tile 


n,  this  glorious  kin^^ } 


Jehovah  of  hosts,  he  is  the  glorious  kiiiv;. 
2.    Z'/v    Vision  of  Hic   Tnnplc  (i: 

l,y[riniai( 


3) 


It  i 


s  sweet  to 


•k  1 


Salem. 


I   W; 


ipon  our  pi 


e  to   leni- 


is  v;la(l  when  my  eomrades  -  projiosed  to  vi 


sit 


I'robablv  I'^.il 


:n  24  was  formed  liv  the  u 


psalms.     A   rcasunable   roimei  lion,    h 

llie  latter  dealing;  with    Iihov.ili' 


Iweri!  thr  t\ 

f.iriner  witi,  thr  i  ..tiditions  on  whirl 


Jiion  of  tw..  ..rii;iiialiy  iiiclppen- 
r,  <an  lie  cstahli-iheil  le- 
entry  into  Jerusalem,  the 


'1  itii  n  mav  enter. 


'  V.  7-10  mav  be  vrrv 


earlv.  .nn.n;;  ,h,.  very  ol,ie-;t  fraK'meiiis  in  the  IVilter.      Kwald  regard' 


the  f.-st 


onj;  with  which  the  ark 


iisht  to  /ion  (rf.  ..  Sam    m.     Is 
iiitiM  on  the  return  of  the  ark  after  some  vii  torv 


•  tf 


III   th 


is   I  ase,  it  wniild  still  he  pre-exil 


in.Ty.  however,  he  later,  si: 
(Num.   11  :  if>:    ,  Sam    i  : 

Some    asain    regard  ,,   a-,   a   v,rv   l.ite   psalm,  referring   to  the   Messiani, 
(lays,  when  Jehovah  will  enter  Jerusalem. 
*No  doubt,  ol  the  disiiersi^jii. 

14a 


/^sa/iitisfs 


Tstlm  84  :  2 


temple.     O  the  joy  of  standing  within  thy  gates,  J 


■alrni.  aiKi  gazing  at  thee  with  thy  walls  restored— 
iipartness  fit  emblem  of  the  unity  that  bind 


I'll 


eru- 


m  thy 


-S  thy  chil- 

n  togetlKT  as  brethren,   though  scattered  throu.^hout 

■mories  crowded   upon  nie,  of  the 

es  the  tribes   of 


world.     What 


mt 


pilgrimages   that   all  through  the  eenturi 


Nrael  lia.l  made,  as  the  ancient  law  ordained.'  There 
•"•■  li'.i  been  set  ^  Davids  royal  throne,  where  justice 
'■1^  dispensed. 

riMvfnr  the  pe.-iccof  the  holy  city  ;  may  all  that  love  Pr,ver  f.-r 
•'•   l>rosprr!     IVace  '     wiihin  thy  walls,  and  prosperitv'-'";';"'",'^'' 
-.hin  thy  palaces.      For  the  sake   of   mv   bie.hren  a,!.i         ^^  *  ^'^^ 
""'iradcs  throiighoul   the  world.  I  wish   thee    peace-for 
■  "1  art  the  home  .,f  everv  Jewish  heart-and  also  for  the 
^..M'  of  the  temple  of  our  (lod.  I  will  pray  for  thy  welfare. 

3.    T/,r  Pil^yiw's  I.on^iH^  for  the  Sa>utuary  [%x) 
_    ih'w  lovely  is  yon.ler  house  of  thine.  ()  mightv  (lod  of  ThepU. 
i^rael.     In  the  far  land   from  which  we  have  come   our  *^,^""''*r>- *' 
smil  was  spent  with  longing  for  thv  courts  ;  and  now  tint  -"'- timpi:' 
we  are  so  near  them,  our  whole  being  leaps  forth  with  a  "''^ 

'  '"•  2.1  :  17:    -.4  ■■  ;;.    I  lent    e.  :  ,(.. 

-T  •■..r.  ..,•■   „,rnncs.  ,h.  reference  bei,,^  p.rl.ap,  ,0  ,l,e  Sanhe.Irin. 
n.-...jectof  ,l,er,l^nma»;es  may   have  I.een   <«,_,|ol,l  -  l„  worsh.p  arul  to 

_»A.  r„^m.,„ly  „,    Hebrew  ,,„elry.  tbere  i.  here  n  |,|.n-  npo,,  ,he  unnls 
KnS.     "'^'"^  and  JcrusUaU,;,  whi.h   it  ,.  .,„poss,ble   ,„  reproduce  ■„ 


« 


■M5 


:\. 


M3 


Psalm  S4  :  3 


TJic  Messages  of 


riii'^ini;  <  ry  toward  ihcr.tlu'  liviiii;  ( lod.    lien'  has  Isra(d, 

like  a  nii)iluM'-t)ir<l   111    her   lust,  fduml  a  lioiiii'    for       rsclf 

and  her  young  within  tliy  house,  tliou  mighty  Jcliovah.  my 

Cod  and  kin^;.     O  Iiow  happy  must  tlicy  '  be  who  dwell 

\\v\r.  and  praise  thee  without  ceasinvj  I 

■ni<- pll  Xay,  l)ut    hap|n'.  too,  are   those   whose   streniL;th    is   in 

r<-.>  tliruiuh  J''hov;ih,  and    who^e    hearts  are   tuled   wiili   thout,dits  of 

nes/t'.l'/Tin  pi's'^inia^e  ;  '  for  even  the  hoi  and  dusty  valleys,  where 

'5-7)  only   the   haNam    v;rows.  seem   in   their  si'^ht  as  thoni;h 

smilinvj  with  j^reen,  blest  by  fountains  or  rain.     On  tlu  y 

march,  gatlierini;  strength  as  they  1,^0,'  sustained  by  t!ie 

assuranee  that   the  dod  of  gods  will  reveal  himself*  to 

them  in  Zion. 

Pr.iyer  (R,  •))      I  ( )  mii,dity  ( iod  of  Israel,  hearken  to  our  prayer  and  look 

upon  the  face  of  our  anointed  defender.)  ' 
Joy  in  the         For  ,a  d.iv  in  thv  courts,  thoui^h  it  be  standing  at  thv 

w<rshii>  and     ,  ,,,,',  '  ,  '        ,    .         ,        ,        ,         ,        ' 

iiii;,,ii  threshold,  is  belter  tlian  a  tr.ousand  in  the  lands  of  the 

'  'ri.?  priests,  nr  perli.'ip";,  niMre  ^eneiaily.  the  people  "f  Jerusalem. 

5  Instead  of  the  snmewhat  uniiuelli^iblc  "  hi).:liways  "  (the  Heljrew  has  no 
"tci  /ion  '■),  it  seems  better  to  re. id.  witli  the  SeptuaKhit.  "  pil),'riiiiaRes." 

■  r.tit  in  so  picturesque  .mil  definite  a  (  ontexl  th.e  other  translation  is 
eipi.iliv  prob.ihlr.  if  not  iiKjre  so:  (In  they  Ko  from  rampart  to  rampart,  th.it 
is.  from  1  ity  to  i  ity. 

■•  So.  the  t  Ireek  version,  corrcrlly  no  doubt 

'Our  sliield  (v.  ul  may  lie  ulijective  ( )  ( iod  '  behold  our  sliield),  or  voc- 
ative O  ( iod  our  shield  '  bellold^.  If  objective,  it  will  be  parallel  to  "  thine 
anointed,"  if  the  anointed  is  an  indiviiiual.  On  this  view,  the  verse  has 
been  rcK^tded  as  an  interjected  prayer  for  the  hiKh-priest.  I'he  "  anointed  " 
might,  however,  not  impossibly  lie  tlic  pc  .pie  itself, 
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Psalm  42  :  4 


un,;;(Hily.'  For  oui-(;o(l  will  dcfrn.!  Vmd  favor  all  who 
walk  upri.^rhtl\  ,  he  will  honor  and  bl.ss  tluni  with  overy 
.:;nod.  0  ini,i;luy  (iod  of  Israul.  how  happy  is  the  man 
who  puts  his  trust  in  tln-e  ! 

-}.    y<-ar>ii)u:  for  /■'•■Uo-cs/iip  r.vV//   n,ul  (42.43)' 

I  I'lni;   for  thee,  0   myCiod,  ,is   loii;^',  the  hari   for  the  fa^^i""*'*- 
watrr  brooks  in  the  (lrou;<ht  of  suiunirr ,  I  ilmsi  for  thcr,  "''vim''!'"'./'' 
tlioulivui-  (iod.     0  wlun  will   it  he  miiu-  to  behold  '  ihy ''"'"'' ''■^' 
face  in  the  temple?     Day  and  nit;ht  have  tears  been  my 
meal  ;  for  the  enemy  mo(  k    me  uiiceasim^ly.    ••  What  has 
breome."    they   say.   -of    the  livinjr   (ind    of   whom   you 
boa.-t  ?  " 

My  soul  melts,  .as  I  think  of  it  all     how,  with  the  com-  f"' »"^ 
pany  of   nobles*  1  used  to  i;o  up  with  rin,i;inv;   shouts  of  » contrast 
praise  am-.ni;  the  happy,  festal  crowd.     How  changed  all  '*"^^ 
is  now  I 

'  Frc.in  uiiii  h  the  pilgrims  had  rome. 

'  "  llattlcmeiit  "  instead  of  "  sun  "  in  v.  ii. 

''I'hesetwo  psalms  must  ^,rij;inal!y  have  constituted  only  one.  This 
IS  proved  by  the  similarity  of  lanKUa«e.  situati.in,  and  context,  by  the  re- 
frain.  and  by  the  ahscn.e  ,at  kaM  in  the  Hebrew  text)  of  a  superscription 
to  Ps.  4j,  whu;h  IS  the  o.ily  psalm  of  this  Korahite  group  (4,  to  49)  that 
lacks  a  superscription. 

*  Instc-id  of  "  appear  ber.re,"  l,y  an  extremely  probable  ,  hanwe  of  vow- 
els. 

•The  rare  and  difficult  word  rrndered  "  I  led  them  "  in  K  V  and  sup- 
posed t.,  refer  t,,  the  leading  of  the  festal  procession,  may  possibl'v  have  to 
be  emended,  as  Duhm  suK^ests,  on  the  basis  of  the  SeptuaKint.  The  word 
he  proposes  is  the  word  rendered  "  excellent  "  in  16  :  3b. 
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///(    J/isS(ri^'^rs   of 


Why  ,irt  ilinii  l)r)\V(-cl  ddwn.O  my  soul,  aii'l  whydo^i 


tlioii  storm  uilliin   nu-  •• 


>|)C    tllDU      II 


1   Coil,    fill-    1 


enow 


that  I  sliall  om-  d.iy  |>rai>c  iiim  as  my  iiiii;! 


AtiKni'ili 
siifs  in  h' 


pe 


( iiul  and  .Sa\  lotn'. 
\ v\  despite  ihe  hope  1  (iicii  11.  my  sou;  is  ^^\\\\  \-  .'.it 
down  ;  iherefnre  all  ihe  more  sliall  I  think  of  thee,  i-  roni 
the  I  iiid  a<  ross  the  Jordan,  ne.ir  the  .vji.int  liermon  wiih 
the  iiei);hl)<jr  lulls.'  liood  after  llnod  pours  its  \va'  rs  upon 
Tile  from  the  an;^ry  iieaveii.  and  I  am  o\er\\helii  ■(!  ui  a 
seaof  irouhles.     Dally'  1  [)iay  to  the  (  kkI  o(  my  i.le  ;  "<) 

*  Tills  will. Ir  (I. issayf  ;i1ki!huU  in  tlitjitiiitirs.  "  llrrin"iis  iti  ihe  pltir.il, 
priil)aMy  lieiausc  of  the  iivniiilaiii's  v.Trioiis  •.[inrs.  S'lme  suppnsr  that  '''« 
first  l«ii  proper  iiaiiu's  stninl  fur  r.ilcstiiie.  wliiili  is  imlitattil  by  its  rtucf 
river  .mil  moiiiiiaiii:  lint  the  variety  in  the  inpouraphic  al  tioiiie  •,ecins  t"'i 
definite  Tn  ihit  Ihe  distrin  iiiilii  ateii  is  app.irenlly  that  abniil  the  sunn  rs 
of  Ihe  Jonl.iM  .  wiih  this  agrees  ailmiralily  the  imagery  of  v.  7,  wliii  h  is  u-i  1 
half  literally,  h.ilf  ciietaplinrirally  -the  >i  eiiery  expressiiij;  the  mooil  "f  ilie 
rsaiiiiisl's  sonl.  1  here  is  imu  li  ihmht  ah'Mit  the  hill  Mi/.ir,  r  the  '  lull  uf 
littleness"  supposed  -r.iiher  mi|  r"!.,ilily  l.y  I'.,iiMhi;'n  to  stami  fiirZi-ni. 
It  is  more  liki'lv  I"  he  ;>  hill  in  the  iiei^jlihnrhno'l  alre.idv  iiidii  ated  ;  and 
I'riifcssor  (1  A.  Smith  (llistorii  ,tl  •  leok;rnpliy,  p.  477!  has  called  attention 
til  the  fart  that  three  name- of  places,  with  very  similar  sjiellinK,  occnr  in 
that  very  distrirt.  lUit  the  whole  iiassai;e  is  involved  in  ditficulty.  Some 
suppose  the  ps.ilinist  to  he  an  exile  Ac  /"'''"  'I"-'  'and  of  Jordan,  etc.  Well- 
hansen  translates,  "  My  soul  is  cast  down  within  nie.  therefore  on  tliee  do  I 
think,  ihon  diminuiive  mountain,  .dn.ve  all  the  Liiid  of  Ionian  and  of  \\<-r- 
nion." 

5  Wellhausen  .ind  many  others  remove  v.  H:  "  l!y  day  Jehovah  com- 
mands his  kindness,  .md  hy  nij;ht  his  s.jnt;  is  with  me,  a  prayer  to  tiie  ( lud 
of  try  life."  Its  connection  with  the  context  is  certainly  anv.i  '«  hiil 
clear,  and  metri'  ally  the  verse  is  too  long,  ^'et  clause  c  at  .  ny  rate  ii 
quite  in  place  ;  and  probably  at  least  a  part  of  a  or  b  should  be  retained. 
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J 'sal' 


"  U  ■■  5 


till  111  wl; 


'  .Tt  my  nnk,  why  hast  tlu^a  forgottai  me  and 
why  dost  thou  suffrr  ii,y  f,.cs  to  crush  nu-.  and  drive  nic 
"""  n.oi.rninK?  "  For  it  cuts  mt-  lu  tlic  heart  to  listen  to 
•  vir  everl.-istin.i(  taunts,  as  they  ask  me.  •  What  has  bc- 
|»ine  of  the  ^',^»\  you  hoast  of?  " 

Why  art  tln.u  h-.uv.l  (loan,  O  my  s.uil,  an-  wliy  ,!o.st 
'iK'ii  storm  uiiliiumc?     H,,,,,    .i.ou   m  (...l   f,,,-  I 

knou- thai  I  .shall  one  day  praise  hmi  a.  mv  nn^hiy 
<  lod  ami  Saviour. 

I'f.nd    myeause   ,).a,il    ,.,,.1    „v,.    me    the   vutorv.  ,.„,„,„, 
loi'i  a  1.  o,,le  that  knows  no  pity,  from  treaehcrous  and  '''!':">•  ""^ 

■  -kcd  men.  Od-liver  me;  fo    -h.n.-  i.s  tiie  pouer.  O  ,hou  'Sr.Vod 
'  -  art   n,y  (  mhI  and  stron.^hold.      < )  why  tiien  hasi  thou  '"^  '"'^ 

•  "i<  olf,  why  (lost  ,  „.  Mifrrm;,  foes  to  erii>h  mr,  and 
'  ■  ""■  I"-'  iiioiirni,  _-  .Sciul  forth  thy  li\;ht  and  ihy 
fMhfulness_.-m..^rlstwam~tha  they  mav  lead  me  over 
niy.l.irkened  w,-,> ,  an  1  hrini;  me.  in  aeeordanre  with  thv 
promise,  to  the  temple  hill  whereon  thou  dwelK-st  Then 
^vith  Kdadness  would  I  ..^am  take  part  in  the  solemn  wor- 

■  'l-of  thetlodwho  i.  the  joy  and  the  rejo,,  uit;  of  my 
iK-art.and  upon  tlie  cithern  I  would  praise  ihee,  l)  Jeho- 
vah, my  I     1(1. 

Why  art  thou  bowed  down.  O  my  soul,  and  why  dost 
thou  .storm  u.thm  im  ^  ,Iope  thou  in  Cod'  fo,-  I 
know  that  I  sh  '1  one  day  praise  him  as  my  mighty 
(■od  and  Saviour. 


4a 
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i'S     (' 


5.  .;  .1 


/,»  nin^'   /'>,ryrr  /,!>    ^7///(/,/>;<r  (  5 ) 


May  my  I.riiii  tliiiic  i  .ir,  <)  Jehovah,  tt;  the  \vcir(N  ti(   iiiy  prayer. 

t,f      wiii-lhcr  llity  lie  inuriiiurfd  or  <  riiil  almnh      !  ur  to  llicc  I 


iTi'itniiiK 
prayrr 
iiearil  (i- )) 


l>ray,  my   km;;   .uhI   my  <  j'hI 


I  hull  lir.ircst    my  voice  in 
In  the   mmiim'^  1  makr   im-   rcailv  f  t   ihv 


llic  nioriiiiii 

wniship  and  w.ilrli  mttiitiy  lor  a  sitjii  from  thic. 


w. 


T'^rup  IS  n 


T 


)  me  tlioii  wilt  listen,  but  not  to  tlie  wir 


for  1 1 


lilfssinn  fur 


till 


»l 


only  (4.7) 


May  !l 


(lle-s  he 


IMllllsl 


,11 1  .1  ( "lOil  that  ahhoiTest  wk  kediii 


N 


o  eVil  man  (  .III  he 


a  .;;iiesi  of  thme.  r,ra;>;v;arls  dare  not  stand  in  ihv  |)n 
cni  e  ,  the  chamiiion-,  of  falsehoo(l  and  Miuhy  thmi  dc 
hate   and    destrov     thev  .are   thine    alioniinaiiori.      lini, 


for  me.  it  IS  not  of  mv  merii.  but  of  thv 


■re, It  nierev.  that 


1  may  come  mio  tiiy  presenec  and  prostrate  me  before  tl 


IV 


lOlV 


tcmpk 


("iiiidc  me  saffly.  O   my  Ciod.  aloiv^   hfe's  w.ay.  and  p 


■rv(   me  from  the  least  tr.iiisirression  of  thv  1, 


lU'.  ,iriil  (  lear 


my    p.ith    of    stmiiblin'^'-bloeks.      For    mine    enemies  arc 
\vatehfi;l.     Their  words  are  insincere.     Th 


ir  hearts  are 


-se 


t  upon  the  destruction  of  others;  and  thoui^h  they  wear 


the  fair  f, 


ice,  .and  spe.i 


k  smooth  words,  iheir  throats  are  like 


winch  cl,i 


nior  for  fresh  viitims  cv 


ermore 


an  open  ^ravi 

Hold  thein  i^uilty.  ')  ( iod.  M.iy  their  scheming;  brin< 
them  to  ruin.  In  the  midst  of  their  mimbi'rless  sins  liiui 
them  down  for  their  detiaii'"  of  th 


ee 


I'.iil  everlastin.j.;  joy  sIiaII  f)e  the  portion  of  tho.se  who 
lovt:  thy  name ;  for  their  faith  in  tliec  thou  dost  reward  by 
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•tiiii  jf.     I . 


I'luliiij;  lliciii.      V,-:i    it   is  thy  (lflit;lil  Ki  I 


)l''>s  lilt-  rij^'lil-  anil 


tons:  thou  .-.ettcst  upon  llicir  head  the  beautiful  <  n.u  ii '  .V.'."i':?'"'^*J 
of  thy  favor.  " 


urul 


pro- 


(11,   w) 


6.    77ir   l\ 


''}■>>■  <;/■  tlsr  S 


'iiut-}f    \\'o>  shippit    (2f>) 


l'.f,-,ul    my   .:iUM',   ()   niv    Cod.   f^r   my   life   has    1 

li.i^i-  pill  my  !ni-.t  iiiuvaviiiii.^ly  m  ihre. 


hlaineless.  ami  1 


Jtlll  A  i.,iifcssi, 


if  iniiiji  eiiit 


•|Vst 


uu-  and  provi-  iin'.  trv  mv  imnost 


in'v;>~,  fi)r  thy  |i.\c  has  hem  an 


iliiiii-liis  and  fcfj- 


('■5) 


invpiradiip   u>  me,  k^adin 


nic    t.)  ualk  m  thy  ways.      Nivcrhad    1  (lr,-.lin,;;s  wid,  ti 


< 


worthlfss  nor 


wilh    tlidsi-   \\\n,   ln\cd    dail^m 


thrm,  and  I  would 


I    halt 


I    f 


lilt  sii  in  any  ■^allu-rii;''  nf  tliri 


IS. 


ormally    rrndumc   tlK-ni,   and.    with  mv 


1  nllscirnce  r.la,l  p.irtic- 


w.ir-.hi 


tiius  cliMtvd.  1  lakr  p.irt    m    thr   f-  slal 

!':in<-  altar,  sln,;;in^  a  Imid  son-   of  thaiik-^  .md   trlli,,.^   ,,f  ("6-) 

lay  wiuuJiTs.     ()  my  ( md,  I  love  tl 

whfir  thv  -lorv  ■'  dwJls. 


[iroirssimi  .afoiind 


ly  hon^f,  and  the  jilac 


ll'^tlMM   ]I1 


"    forbid    tli.it    I    '-hoiild    sharr    the  fair  of    sinners  likr  t 
tliosc  — bloodthirsty   nun    with   their   hands   full  nf  bribes,'"'"'!',"'" 


I.IV'T  f,, 


md  viil.mv.      Ni 


t    siu  h   am    I  ;   for 


Kedeeni     me     therefore     aild     be     "f, 
now.  sinee   my  ])ath    is  smooili.   and    I 

S!i 

assembled. 


my   life   is  blameless, 
leioiis    to    me;    and 


(v-i-j 


imblini;,  I  will  l)less  mv  (iotl 


an  walk  without 
amoni;    his   worshippers 


r" 


'  "  Shield  "  lias  bf 


'  Primarily  conceived 

partly  spiritualized. 


fii  emeiuled  t..  "  turban,"  a  w,,rd  nut  iitdlke 


m  a  t  ■  tK  rt't 


e  iciibc,  cf.  Lx.  i6:  lu.  here  no  doubt 


'49 


Psalm  27  :  i 


The  Messages  of 


foiifidence 
in  Jehijvah 
(■   i) 


[leliRht  in 
the  temple 


7.    "Joy  in    JehoiHih  and  His  Sanctuary  (27) 

Jeliovah  is  the  li;^lit  and  strun^huld  of  my  life,  and  he 

it  is  who  helps  nir.     Wlioni  have  I    then   to  fear?     I-dr 

when  bands  of  witked  foemen  assailed  lUe  witii   dead'y 

cruelty,  tliou  didst  defend  me  and  it  was  they  who  stum- 


Karnest  and 
CMiitident 
caireaty 
(7  U) 


bl 


eU  and  lell.  ho,  thouv^di  war  slKjuld  come,  and  a  host 
encamp  al,^'linst  me,  I  shall  be  fearless  and  confident. 

lU'.t  the  deepest  prayer  of  my  h<art  is  that  the  jirivilej^e 
ma\' be  mine  of  dwelling  evermore  in  thy  house,'  takini:; 
part  in  ''  its  stately  worship,  and  tasting  the  sweetness  of 
thy  presence.  For  in  the  evil  days  he  hides  me  in  the 
shelter  of  his  tent,  and  sets  me  on  a  rock  :  ^  and  nov,- 
that  he  has  ;^iven  me  the  victory  ijver  all  mine  enemies, 
I  will  join  'lie  festal  procession*  and  offer  sacrifices  of 
thanksg'ving  amid  loud  strains  of  music,  singing  and 
playing  in  his  honor. 

Hear  my  loud  cry,  ()  my  (lod,  and  gracitjusly  answer 
me.     My  heart  saiih  to  thee,    '  1  seek  thy  face."'     O  link- 

•  As  the  lit(  r.d  fLilfilnient  cf  this  wish  is  inipnssihU'  if  the  speaker  were 
an  individual,  the  refereme  must  be  tu  tlie  KMnnmruty  a:id  tli.it  this  i-  the 
referenre  has  l)eeM  already  made  i  lear  by  v.  \. 

'  The  W'ird  in  v.  41  rendered  in  the  Kn^lieh  versiuii  by  "  iiKjiiire  "  means 
either  attending  tu  tlie  arrannemi-iits  f.ir  rh>  ervire,  ur  perhaps,  visiting  the 
temple  early. 

•  1  here  may  be  here  a  cDveit  allusion  tu  the  temple  liili. 

•  So  the  <  t'eek  version  :   cf .  26  :  6. 

•  So  Uuam. 
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Psalm  134  :  3 


It  not  fron:  me.  Tut  me  not  away  in  thine  anger ;  for  I 
am  lliy  servant,  and  thou  hast  been  my  helper.  O  leave 
iiR'  not,  U  God,  my  .Saviour.  For  thy  love  is  more  than 
the  love  of  father  or  mother :  tliough  tiiey  forsake  me, 
ihou  wilt  take  me  up.  Show  me  thy  way,  and  lead  mc 
aloni;  a  path  that  is  smooth,  tb  t  mine  enemies  may  not 
triumph  over  me  with  their  lies  and  cruelty.  O  make  me 
not  their  prey.  Surely  I  had  pcriz-hed,  had  I  not  been 
sustained  by  the  sure  hope  of  seeing  the  goodness  of  Je- 
hovah  n  the  land  of  the  livin". 

Wait   upon   Jehovah.     Let  your  heart   be   brave   and 
-strong;  and  one;  again  1  say,  wait  i-.pon  Jehovah. 

8.   An  Evetiini:  Invocation   (134) 

Hark  !  !51ess  Jehovah,  ye  .servants  of  his,  that  minister  The  p.lgrim, 
by   niglit   in   his  temple.     Lift   up  your  hands  in  praver "",',"'"''   , 
the  holy  place,  and  bless  Jehovah.  pfiesn 

I-rom  his  home  in  Zion  may  Jehovah  send  forth  iiis  Vhr'priM.iy 
blessing  ujion  you  a  rirh  blessing,  too,  for  he  is  the  Cre-  "■"punseij), 
ator  of  heaven  and  eaith. 
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THE    HISTORICAL    PSALMS 


INTRODUCTION 

Tlie  Hebrew  church  took  refuge  from  the  present  in  the 
future   a.id  m  the    past.      From  the  commonplace    and 
it^ndishcarteiiingr  experiences  of  the  days  in  which  her 
iot   was  cast,  she    stramed   her  eyes   forward  to  the  day 
'■     ■»  Jehovah   would  c(jme  to   judge  the  world  and  give 
1..  r  the  victory,  or  ha.k  to  the  old   days   when  his  hand 
uas  so  manifestly  shaping  lu-r  fortunes.      Thus  it  comes 
'"  pass  ih.it  several  psalms  devote  themselves  wholly  and 
"thers  partially  t(,  ,a  consideration  of  the   past.     They  call 
up  again  the  gre.at  figures  of  carlv  Israel- Moses   Aaron 
•nd  Samuel-and  they  dwell  long  and  earnestiv  upon  the 
varied  discipline  throw/    which  Cod  planted    Israel  upon 
'!"•    Holy   land.      The  historical  psalms   of    the  Hebrew 
!  silter  are  unique  among  national  poetry  that    takes  a 
rrfrospect    of    the  past,  .n   that    i.  -ir  object    is  never  to 
Rlerify  the  nation  which  sings  them.     On  the  contrary 
they  are  intended  rather  to  humble  the  singers,  by  show- 

»5S 


ii 

3;i 


*o 


Tht    MiSScigcs  oj 

inji  them  how  their  ancestors  liad  sinned  without  ceasing 
against  tlie  abounding  luvc  of  C^d. 

I  he  past  is  a  ridtilc  to  be  expuunded  (78  :  Z).  for  history- 
is  the  held  in  which  Ciod's   mysterious    [)urpu>e  may  be 
learned.     In  its  essence,  that    purpose    is  one   of  love  - 
everlasting  love  ( 136)^  and  rl^.t  is  why  faith  can  .e-enfor(  e 
itself  by  thinking  of  the  days  of  old  (143  :  51.     In  tunes  of 
sorrow  and  persecution,  when  the  faith  of  good   men  is 
surprised  and  shaken,  they  turn  for  inspiration  to  the  past, 
especially  to  the  ever  memorable  deliverance  from  Egypt 
(81  :  lo).        For    those    were    the    days    when    Jeiiovah 
migtitily  and  miraculously  interposed  to  -uive  them,  taking 
the  burden  from  their  shoulders,  and  tne  too  he.ivily  laden 
baskets  from  their  hands   (81  :  6).      In   some  psalms  (78. 
105,   id6,   136)  the    whole  eaily  history  of    the  people  is 
lovingly  followed  from  point  to  point,  and  the  memory  of 
the   stirring   d;iys    of   the    comjuest  is  still  ;iffectionate!v 
treasureel— the  tiays  when  Jehovah  overthrcvv  Sisera  and 
Jabin.  Orel)  and  Zeeb.  /ei)ah   .uul  /almuima  (83  :  0-1  n. 
Some  psalms  again  glow  with  a  passionate  .-uul  not  un- 
natural appeal  to  Jehovah  that  the  glories  of  those  ancient 
days  sliould  be  repeated  in  these  177,  83). 

lUit  besides  recalling  the  lo\-e  of  (iod.  the  past  recalls 
but  too  vividly  the  shame  and  disobedience  of  Israel. 
(Jod  is  love  , and  the  fathers  provoked  him— these  are  the 
themes  nnind  wh;eh  Israel's  history  everlai;tingly  rotates 
(cf.  95  :  "-.T      In  spite  of  'II   he    had   done,  thev  soon 
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/'.  ■    /\sil//>//s/s 


forj^ot  (io6  :  13).  tiirnin.;,'  tn  idolatry  oven  on  tl 


if  revelation 


rclx-ll 


>^>''>  ■■   i>j).     The  f, 


itlurs  Were  stubl 


ions  178:  S)  and   Israel's  hi^inrv  1 


ic  moun 
)orn  an( 


las  1 


)ctii  marked 


:i  l>nvile^c  as  wel 


tliruuv,dioLit   by   a    tragic  cnisistencj  ;    for   '■  like  sire,   like 
have  sinned  witli  onr  fathers  "  ( 106  :  f,).    I'.ut 
as  in  transi^n-ssion,  the  eliiinh  of  the 
■MVM  n'  is  one  with  the  rhuivh  of  the  past.   In  some  s-nse  the 
^i'lntof  iheaneiuit  leaders  is  still  with   uie  prcsrrit  ,  hnrch 
-n  :  6  IT.),  and,  for  Davi.rs  sake,  if  not  for  her  own,  J.ho- 
■"^1  'iiay  be  persuaded  to  restore  and  bless  ( 132  :  101.    The 
iiistorieal  psalms,  besides  su,i;-.v,restin,i;  the  indefeas.ble  eon- 
:inmty   of  the   national   life  amid   all  perils  (;f  e.xtinetion 
fi.ni  foes  without  or  fn,m  the  deadlier  sins  within,  also  go 
■  '  -:'."w  uhat  an  ex, lilaraiin- sense  (,f  realitv  inspired  their 
-lu-eption  of  (iod.      He  lud  not  merelv  loe.ked  upon  the 
'•:>le  from    a  distant    throne   in  heaven;    he  liad  eome 
-1   .■unon,^r  th-ni   .-md   taken   them  on  liis  arms.     And 
.-'i^h  in  the  lont;-  eourse  of  the  centuries  he  had  many  .1 
:ne  suffered   them   to  be   '  battered   witli    the  shocks' of 
'"ill."  it  was  th.it  -'-ey  nii,i;ht  be  shaped  into  moiv  perfect 
-:rumentsof  his    uystcrious  will,  and  used  for  no!)lest 
service. 
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PSAI.M.S      F..MPIIASI/IN(;       IllK      t'M  Al  IHrULNK.^S      OK 
TIIF.     I'l.Ol'I.K  ' 

I     Thr  /.fSHVts  of  their  l\ist  Acts  of  Apostasy  (78) 

The  si..ry.f  <>  Illy  prople,  'fwv.  careful  heed  m  the  lesson  that  I  am 
full  c.f  ill-  '^  al;n;it  Id  icail  yiiii  from  the  riddliii'^  storv  of  the  past.  The 
siruriionanJ  ,  ,|,.  \vlii,h  (miiumIowii  from  our  fatliers  across  ihc  t;encr- 
atiotis  the  ijlorioiis  talc  of  Jehovali's  mii;ht  ami  tlie  nu'r- 
vellous  things  which  h--  .lid.  we  shall  hand  on  to  the  ,i;cn- 
eratlons  to  come.  He  ;.^lV'■  mir  fathers  a  Liw  with  iis 
promises  and  threats  to  decl.ire  to  their  children,  and  to 
be  rehe.irscd  by  each  siicceedimr  ai;e.  in  order  that  th.e 
memory  (I  a!  that  ho  had  done  mi-^rht  lead  them  to  put 
their  confidenc  e  in  him  and  k'  -p  his  commandments,  tm- 
like  their  stubborn  and  rebi  ||:miis  fathers  with  tl-.eir  faith- 
less tempers  and  their  icstless  hearts. 

Mphr.um's    warriors  '    played   the    traitor  to  Jehovah's 
cause,  and  turned  !)ack   when  the  strii'^i^le  came.     They 

'  FV.-ilin<i  78.  Ti(^,  .~,nil  ri  (lifTcr  fr  ■m  ihe  fnti'  w'lnli  (..ll.w  i,t^,  135,  ij'^. 
114)  inhi-ins  nf  .1  mor'- sombre  tone.  While  the  l.-»<t  four  arc  full  of  (;I:u:- 
nets  and  cratitndc.  the  ihrce  former  are  an  imphi  it  exhortation  to  re- 
pentanre. 

'  V.  .)  .  the  rhililren  of  Frhr.iim.  el'hcr  "  eiiuippe'l  with  the  how,"  that  is 
arrlirr-i.  -t  ••  were  a  ciereitfnl  how."  Cf.  ther.)nt.  \t  and  v.  57,  where  three 
of  the  same  words  recur.     Some  omit  the  \erse  here. 
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Ihe  K.xodus 
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!':i-   Psitliitists 


wniild  not  live  in  the  spirit  of  the  I 
p!'|l,V'(^(i  thfnis^lvcs.      They  forgot  J 
il''f'ils  u-liicli  thev  had 
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ivv  to  which  thcv  had 


ehovah's   wonderful 


fill  tl 
f.iiii 


im 


K^.  ton.  Jehovah  had  d 


seen  with  their  own  eyes.      AVond 


rx- 


•is  in  the  land  of  Kvrypt  '  and  in  the  wild 
the  Red  Sea  and  lead 


lone  m  the  presence  of  their 


crness — ( 


cav- 


ini,'  theni  t)etw(-cn  the  w; 


SiiKhn'<  tlu-ni  in  the  day  l.y  the  cloud  and 


lit  by  the  v^low  of  l";re 


"f 

HI    tlie 


iiriivji! 


iviui^  rocks  in  the  dc 


i«  forth  from  thcin  rivers  of  water  for  t 


ink, 


ser.  and 
people 


Vet 


iMi^t  the 


in  this  desert  they  went 


in  in  tlicir  sin  and 


most 


ii^h  (.od.  ciialleni;inj^  Ins  p 


ret)e!linp  ih. 


P' 


rl' 


'II  'lie  bread  tlu-y  desired 

'k"  he  drew  torrents  of  water  fi 


iower  to 


«' 


ilistriisi  :ini| 
rcbrll 


lolis 


's.  '  they  said,  ■•  l)v  a '"!'»"'■"«'• '^f 


oni  the  rock;  l)ut,  much 


(".(I   (17    jo) 


loves  us.  can   he  also  spread  a  table  fo 


■rii 


\V 


CSS.  with  bread  and 


r  lis  in  the 


•■n  Jehovah   heard  this  cl 


meat  tipoi-',  u 


iniiiii.;  indit^nation  a'/ unst  his 


ins 
he 


power  to  help  them.      |-rom  the  open  doors  of 
rained  down  upon   thcni 


hallen.tjc.  he  broke  ff)rth  in  The -ilvlnr 
people  for  their  distrust  off'""'"''""" 


(21.31) 


heaven 


anv:cls  eat— and  ev 


■er\    man 


\\vx  h 


c  sent 


south 


f"ul  upon  them,  thick  as  the  sand 


manna— the  food  which  the 

ate  his   fill.       Then   by   hi.s 

cast  wind,  and  rained    featlicred 


lilt 


o  the  heart  of  their  camp,  and  thev  at 


on  the  sc.i-shorc.  ripht 


content.      Hut  while  th 


e  to  tlieir  heart'.s 


cir  n-.oufhs  wc-e  yet  full,  in  1 


ii«nation  he  slew  some  of  their  sturdiest  youtl 


us  in- 


ns. 


Zoan  (v.  ir).  that  Is,  T 


'anis,  the  cai^tal  of  eastern  Fgypf. 
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t'SS( 


ti^rs  of 


The  Irison 
not  Ifarneil 


Vrr, 


in  s 


piU-  nf  !iis  mirarlcs,  they  kept  on  in  the 


(j,.j7j  .111(1  inihrli.'f.     s„   he  ma.],-  the  years  of  their 


hke  a  breath  an 


ir  sin 


ives  to  pass 


11(1  sud 


en  and  eeaseless  terrors.      W 


he  slew  t!    ni.  then  lliey  would  tnrn  to  liini  and 


seek   him, 


lien 
earnestiv 


alhiiv^'   to  mind  tliat 


cleemer.  and  out  of  their  restless  and  unfaithf 
would  v|„.,ik  to  hiin  with 


was  their  rock  and  rt 


ui  hearts  the  v 


riie  iliviiie 
compasvinri 
«nii(l  |irovi,- 

CitliiJII   .illil 

"iK'riiiitude 
(J8.58) 


liut  as  for  1 


i-oids  that  Were  fair  hut  f, 


iiin.  he  IS 


(lest 


pitif 


rov. 


f 


Manv  a   tune   he   turn 


ul  and  fori,nvin.v;.  and  load 


uses  to  stir  up  a 


1  to 
s  away  his  amjer  .iiul  re- 


they  were,   like   tl 


P  ail  Ills  wrath,      lie   renienil),  red  how  fr.iil 


ic   wiiul 


back.     I!( 


that  I 


^assetl' 


11(1 


never  conies 


nv  often    t 


desert,  teniini 
fill  of 


ley  provoked    him 
h 


tl)    .ineer  in    tl 


i^   am.  vexmv^r  him  av;ain  and  .it^ain.  forget- 


the  power  with  wiiieh  he  h.id  nd 


memorable  d.iy,  when  lie  revealed 


temed  them  on  that 


in  !• 


tl 


■.v:yin  !      lie  turned  rlic  st 


le  w.iter  unfit  to  drink,      il 


live  llie.s  and  froj;s.     He  ^ave  over  t 


his  si;^ns  and  wonders 

reams  into  blood  and  made 

e  sent  amon.i,r  them  destruc- 


they  had  toiled,  to 


-t,  { 


fruit-tree.s  with   h.nl  and  fr 
to  the   h.iil  and  livhtnin 


(-ater[)i!l;ir  and   locust.      He  si 


or  which 
!<'w  their 


^^■ 


nation 


amonv,r  them— An>;er,  Indii; 
giving;  Answer  free  course.      Fit 

restraint  to  tli 


ost  :   he  .ibandnned  their  eatti 
1  Ic  sent  anvcls  of  destruct 


oil 


W 


r.tth,  and   Distress   - 


Kave 


ti 


leni  over  without 


Egypt 


pe.stilence.  smitin^r  [In;   first-born  in  ev 


lan    iioiiic 


ut,  hk 


•erv 


(■  a  i;ood  shepherd,  he   led    I 


own  people  forth  throu,v;li  the  wilderness,  preservini,r  tl 
from  danger  and  fear,  and  d 


lis 


leiii 


rowning  their  foes  in  the  ser 
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l<  broui^ht  them  to  his  holy  '.md-cvcn  tu  the 


)f  Canaan  which  he  had 


mountains 


the 


won  by  his  nii^^ht.     He  d 


latiotis  tliereof  .uid  apportioned  tl 


love 


;..'incs  for  the  tribes  of  I 
"f  their  fathers,  t 


srael 


lUit, 


1'  ir  land  into 
in  the  faithless  s{)irit 


.■.  !    l)-oke  I 
.Hill  idolatn 


uy  rebflleil  a.ijaiiist  their  most  hijjh  (^od 


lis  law, 


play.Hl  the  traitor  .vith  their  false 


W 


'US  worshij),  whicli  j^rieve.l  liini  bitterly, 
le  was  indiijiiant.  and  in  his 


len  lie  heard  of  it  1 
Trtnce  of  the  f.uthl 


utter  M'.latry  of 


wl 


ess  people-,  lie  disowned  the  t<  nt  in  ''■"'' 


(  an.ij 


lere  he  iiad  made  his  home,  and  suffered  the  ,uk  "■'i'""'"''! 


and 


>yml,ol  of  Ins  strength  and  j;lory-to  be  taken  by  „„.'"""  <^">-^') 


;i-  my,'    indiv,'nantlv    abaiul( 


'id  and  iLmie 


N( 


'mnv,r    his    chosen    people    fc 


ns 


pries 


ts  W 


o  we(l(lin,;;-son^:   \\ as  sun;.,,^   for  the 


bv  tne    sword 


I.ik. 
irnnk 


md   widows  (Ik, I   mi. 


a  strong'  man   who  wakes 


out  of  slee 


ply  of  wme,  so  the  I.nrd 


p,  after 


lorD'-aran 


'  e.   and   mtlieted  et 


iwoke  from  his 


'    "1  pi'(-|)le*  of  V 

but  m  lh(  ir  pla 

1'  !"\vd  lull  ,,f  /, 


ernal  distjraee 
rejertin;^  them  utterly. 


upon  the 


he  eh 


in  u  hereon  I 


ise  the  tribe  uf  Judah,  with  its  Th 


!"n;<  as  lieaveii  and  earth.      From  tl 


le  built  ;>  temple  to  stand  as 


rhi 


<■  divine 

lire  of 


David    hi 


h  t 


s  servant   to   sliepherd   1 


sheepfolds  he  took  ^^^i") 


ru 


e  shepherd's  he.irt.  he  fed  and  led  tl 


ns  (  hosen    people  ;  and 


lem  wi 


■1  le  tliink  Zion  (cf.  6Sl)) 

n  .iilusiuti  tl)  its  cimir.-  1a  tli-  I'I,i!imi 

'  the  SeptiiaKiiit. 


sely. 


"11  5  ;  1 1 ). 
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Psalm  io6  :  I 


The  Mrssagrs   of 


pe.ipl, 


Trayrr 


2.   J^.'iovah's  Mory  and  /s>^ir!'s  literatim, 'e  (io6) 

Jell  vah's         Praise  ye  Jehnvah  an<i  \(\\c  thanks  to  him,  for  he  is  .i^no-l, 
"""'?« (i". 3)"  '"•'^  ''^^'e  is  everlastinj;.    '\\w.  story  of  his  splendid  deeds  of 
mi.i;iu  can  never  be  fully  told.     Happy  are  those  who 
praise  him  by  unceasinij  obedience  to  his  rii,diteous  aws. 

()  remember  us  now,  despite  our  sin.  with  the  favor 
thou  didst  show  to  thy  chosen  people  of  okl,  and  grant  us 
thy  i^racious  help,  that  the  holy  joy  and  pride  that  wue 
theirs  may  be  ours.  .As  we  are  like  them  in  our  sin  and 
perversity,  so  may  we  be  like  them  in  our  experience  of 
thy  k)ve. 
Israfrsre-  In  K.t^vpt  in  the  days  of  old,  our  fathers,  unmuidfu!  of 
Kratimd'e'     t'lc  miracles  of  thy  love,  rebelled  ayjainst  the   Most  Iliijh' 

m'the  eTrl^ '"^^    ^'^^    '^''''    ■'^'-■■'  ^    V'"'^     '"    ^'"''^^'     'l^'^^'     Hlii^dlty     he    W,IS.    llO 

days  (6-33)  saved  them,  dryin.c^  up  the  sea  with  a  word,  leadini;  them 
throuj^h  its  depths  as  over  pasture-land,  and  deliverin.ij 
them  from  their  cruel  plitjht  by  drowninji^  their  foes— 
every  man  of  them.  The  victory  taught  them  to  believe 
his  word,  and  touched  their  lips  to  praise.  Hut  in  their 
impatience  they  soon  forgot  what  lie  had  done,  and  in- 
dulging uns(>emly  appetite,  they  began,  in  the  desert,  to 
put  his  power  to  the  test.  He  gave  them  what  they  asked 
and   sent  with    it    a    wasting    sickness.^     Then    jealousy 

'  Instcaci-f  •■.It  ihe  »r,-»  "    (v    7)  read  "  ag.iinst  the  mn<t  HIkIi."  on  the 
basis  .if  .T  prdhable  emend.itiiin  ■'URRrstcd  hy  the  .Septuagml. 
'  Ptihm  emends  to  "  luatiimg,"  as  in  Num.  11  ;  30. 
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Psalinists 
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bioke  out  against  Moses  and  the  hr,!y  Aaron  on  the  part 
o\  the  godless  rompany  of  Dathan 'and  Abirani  ; '  but 
they  met  an  auful  doom-being  suallotved  of  the  earth 
■:  '1  '■onsunied  by  tire. 

They  were  gmlty.  too.  of  idolatry  even  on  the  mount  of 

v-v.lation.ex.'hangingtlieir  glorious  (lod  for  the  molten 

I  ■^■•<>f  an  (,x  that  ate  grass.     They  forgot  all  his  mi  -hty 

.'i  marvellous  and  terrible  deeds  at  the  Rrd  Sra   an'.i  in 

!:^ypt,  so  Ik-   purposed   to  destroy  them;  but  Moses  his 

•'t  saved  them  from  his  deadly  anger  by  stepping  into 
•■!'•  breach. 

'I"hey  were  also  unbelievers  ;  they    would   not  trust  his 

--mise    to  bring  them  to  the  land  of  Canaan,  Init  they 

■:  i':sed  that  delightsome  land,  and  broke  out  into  mur- 

:  'inngs  at  the  report  of  the  spies.      So  with  uplifted  hand 

■■  --wore  that  he  would  make  them  fall  in  the  wilderness, 

•id  that,  in  the  after  time,  he  would  scatter  them  in  exile 

:  iroughoiit  the  world. 

Tiirn,  idolaters  as  ever,  they  turned  from  their  own  liv- 

'  Knmh  is  not  known  to  the  prophetic  n.irr.itive  ( Xum.  i6  :  „   j;)  known 
aViK,  nor  yet  to  Deuteronomy, which  rests  .,pon  that  hisror^MOt   .,  ■  (■)    Put 
astheMory  of  Korah's  rebellion,  such  as  we  have  it  in  the  priestly  narrativ^ 

■Num.  ,6,.  was  m  all  probability  current  when  the  psalm  was  written,  we  are 
Wt  to  conjecture  why  the  name  was  here  omitted.  Perhaps  .he  omission  i, 
':mply  due  to  the  metrical  structure  of  the  verse,  which  .s  satisfied  wi,h  two 
n^mes:  or  there  may  have  been  a  reluctance  ,o  .-.Ihide  to  this  incident,  con- 

...cnnR  the  .mportance  of  the  Korahites  in  the  temple  service :  or  most  prob- 
aKv  the  l,„e  story  of  K.rah's  rebellion  had  not  yet  been  combined  with  the 
'  wcr.  in  waich  only  Pathau  and  Abiram  figure. 
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in.i;  (ioil  to  tlic  lifeless  _t;()(l  of  Moab  and  sacrifired  to  him. 
Hut  Jehovah  in  liis  anj^er  sent  a  plague,  which  was  nut 
stayed  till  the  priestly  I'hiiielias  executed  judgment  ;  and 
for  tliis  righteous  act  of  his,  the  priesthood  was  bestowed 
upon  his  family  forever. 

They  also  provoked  and  angered  Jehovah  at  the  waters 
of  Meribah,  and   stung   Mo.ses  into   reckless  speech,  for 
wliich  he  naid  a  grievous  penalty. 
Isracl'-i  Kuiit      Again,   instead   of   destroying,  as   Jehovah  command- 
ed, tne  nations  of  Canaan  among  whom  they  came,  they 


and  Jeho- 
vah's f'/r- 

Riveness  in  mixed  with  them  and  learned  to  do  as  they  did,  adopting 
quent  his-  their  f.ital  practice  of  idolatry  and  sheddmg  the  bloo,! 
^'•y<,.4-4"  ^^j  their  innocent  children  in  sacrifice  to  the  ('cmon-gods 
of  Canaan,  till  not  only  themselves  but  the  land  was  pol- 
luted by  their  cruel  and  idolatrous  worship.  Then  Je- 
hovah's indignation  flamed  into  abhorrence  ;  .  nd,  though 
they  were  his  own  people,  he  put  them  under  the  sway 
of  their  enemies,  who  oppressed  them  and  brought  them 
low.  Often  as  he  delivered  them,  they  persisted  in  their 
rebellious  purpose.  But,  mindful  of  his  covenai.;,  and 
moved  to  pity  by  the  greatness  of  his  love,  he  regarded 
their  cry  of  distress,  and  made  t'neir  captors  take  pity 
upon  them. 

I'lty  us,  O  ourCiod.  as  thou  didst  pity  our  fathers,  and 
save  us,  and  gather  us  from  the  nations  among  whom  we 
are  scattered,  that  we  may  give  thanks  to  thy  holy  name 
and  make  thy  praise  our  boast. 
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Psalm  8i  :  12 


3.   Israt'Ts  Inexcusable  Di^cbe<Ue>ne  (81) 

Tlie  feast  of  tabernacles  has  come.  Let  us  celebrate  it 
with  glad  strains  of  music.  Ye  people  all,  send  up  rini;ing 
shouts  of  praise  to  Israel's  God  our  strength.     Ye  Levitcs, 

make  music  on  the  timbrel,  the  sweet  cithcrii  and  the 
harp.  Ye  priests,  blow  the  trumpet  to  usher  in  the  new 
V'  ,ir  '  witli  the  celebration  of  our  festival,  in  acccjrdancc 
v. 'ih  the  law  tiiat  Jehovah  tjave  Israel  at  their  departure 
f;. i:n    I'-yypt  -that   land  whose  language  was  strange  to 

■  It  was  I,"  saitl  Jehovah.  "  who  took  the  burden  off 
\t^iir  shouidcrs.  and  the  heavy-laden  baskets  from  your 
liands.  From  the  thunder-cloud  I  heard  your  cry  of  dis- 
tress anti  delivered  you,  and  knit  you  closer  to  myself  by 
tr-ting  you'  at  the  waters  of  .Meribah.  O  listen,  ye  peo- 
[''■■  of  mine,  to  my  warnings.  Thrre  must  never  be 
:'.;ii"ng  you  the  wcjrship  of  cmother  God;  for  I  am  your 
C.-d.  who  brought  you  up  out  of  Egypt,  and  I  will  satisfy 
\    iir  desires. 

Hut'  despite  my  love  and  my  promises,  my  people 
refused  to  listen,  so  I  abandoned  them  to  the  devices  of 
tlicir  own  stubborn  hearts. 

'   I  he  hifi.ir  ye.ir,  which  began   in  harvest. 
'  s,,nie  think  th,it  with  51;  a  new  psaltn  begins. 
'  It  IS  verj-  bar  J  to  trace  any  connection  between  yab  ami  7c. 
'   I  hep.iet  here  passes  abruptly  from  the  scene  on  Sinai  t.j  3   tonsidera- 
t,  n  of  the  religious  temper  of  the  subsciiuent  hulury. 


The   ancient 
festival  tu  be 
ushered   in 
witli  ruusic 
(.■S> 


Jehnvah 

oracularly 
reminds  the 
people  of  Ills 
law  and  of 
his  redemp- 
tion of  tliem 
(D-io) 


The  people's 
disobedience 
(■>.  lO 


'40' 


•*<r 


Psalm  8 1 


The  Missa 


'^cs   of 


The  i)ie55inK      Hut  uh  !  that  they  wouUl  listen  and  walk  in  my  wavs  ; 
du'n.rii'uK:!! ''"■■■'   wouUi   tliev   learn  the  power  of  njv  love.      I  wouM 

the  foe  woukl  have  to  rrinj^e  brfcre  tlu-tn  in  evt-rlastiri' 
terror.'  I  would  fc-il  them  to  l!ie  full  with  the  rielu-s't 
wheat  and  the  finest  honey." 


Ill 

rSAf.MS    I;M1'II.\si/|\(;   -nil-    l,,.VK    (iR    fOWKR    OF    cod' 
I.    Jt-IuK\jIi  s  I'ncfasnii^  t\i>Y  (^zw />;,?,/ i  lo") 
I'nilse  Jeho-       Ve  eliiklrcn  of  Ahraliaiii  tile  servant  of  lehovah,  and  of 
fidc'lity'tohis  J''"'"b  lii-'^  '-■'''^'t,  ,uive  tlianks   to  vour  Cod,  call   U|)on   liis 

cnum?,;';o"  "■""''■  I'!'''''^''  ^"  •'"  "'^'  '^'"'''''  ^^''''^  '!'■  1''^^  >i"'>^-  for  Is- 
racl.  Celebrate  his  womiers  in  music  and  soul;.  Ciurv 
in  his  holy  name,  and  learn  of  the  love  he  has  sli,)wn  in 
the  ])ast  of  his  peojiie,  and  still  can  show  to-ilav.  Siiiiiv 
with  joy  that  jiast— full  as  it  is  of  wonders  ami  judi^nicnls 
upon  Israel's  foes -and  it  will  teach  you  his  power  and 
his  faithfulness. 

He  is  the  Cod  of  Israel,  but  his  judgments  have  swept 
the  world.  He  is  ever  mindful  of  his  ancient  promise  to 
bestow  the  land  of  Canaan  -  the  i)roniise  he  solemnly  made 
to  .Abraham  and  contlrnied  to  Isaai-  and  Jacob  forever. 

'  Fur  "  time"  in  v.  15,  perh.ips  read  "  terror,"  by  a  very  simple  chan>;t. 
*  The  four  fcll.)winK  i,>.ihiis  are  iM.,rc  Lxiiberaiit  in  tune  than  the  last  three. 
sec  li.te  u!i  p.  i;  ,  uiutc  i;. 
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sahinsts 


Tsal 


m  lo; 


When  they  wtTc  very  few,  and  as  it  were  but  jiilgrims Jehovah'i 
in  the  land,  wandering  from  iialiun  to  nation  and  people  ,"'aVcnve[,(„ 
to  people,  he  let  no  one  oppress  them,  and  he  even  pun- "''>' '^'''•" 

•   1       1    I  •  r  (la  aaj 

ished  knit;.-.'  f(ir  their  sake,  forljidihni;  them  to  toudi  one 
uliowas  liis  anointed  ■  (/r  his  prophet.^  When  he  suin- 
nioiied  ,1  famine  over  the  hind  and  ctit  off  all  its  suste- 
naihe.  he  sent  Joseph  before  them,  who.  tlioi'gli  sold  as  a 
-if  and  afterward  put  in  j,;:.lliny^  chains  aid  fetters,  yet 
w.is  shown  in  Ciod's  j(ood  time,  by  his  correct  interpreta- 
'jiiii  of  the  dream,  to  have  spoken  iiy  di^'ine  inspiration. 
1  litn  he  was  advanced  to  honor,  foi  the  royal  I'haraoh 
-'  lit  and  set  him  free,  and  made  him  lord  of  his  house 
.iiui  (jf  all  his  possessions,  with  power  to  imprison  and 
'  iiastise  *  hih  oflieers  as  he  pleased. 

!n  this  way  Israel  came  to  K^ypt  and  dwelt  there  as  His  cham- 
■.:  ^traULjer.     IJut  their  (iod    made  them    numerous    and '|5r"^?{'||,'°' 
s!n)n;^^er  than   the   E.i,n'!)tians  whom  he   inspired  with   a '' «>'t". 
I  r.itiy  hatreti  of  his  people.      Then  he  sent  his  chosen  ser- 
v.iiits  Moses  and  Aaron  by  whom  he  wrought  wonderful 
piai,aies  among  the  people  of  I'-gvpt.     He  brought  dark- 
ness upon  them,  but  that  did  not  bring  them  to  listen  '  to 
his  words.     He  turned  their  waters  into  blood  and  killed 
tiieir  tisli.     He  sent  a  plague  of  frogs  th.at  even  entered 

'  I'h.iraoh  anil  Abimelech  ((ien.  12;   20;   26). 
'  Hebrew,  Messiah. 

'  Abraham  is  called  a  prophet  in  Gen.  20 :  7. 
•  *  Ir  instruct  (su  SeptuagintV 

'  Keadiiig  in  v.  aS  "  tliey  kept  nut  "  instead  of  "  they  rebelled  not." 
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Psalm  105  :  31 


Tlie  Messages  of 


Kk'  palart-.      He  suniiiioncd  lorusts  and  lici-  to  cover  the 
laiui.      lie  sent  storms  of  liglumiu^  aiul  ^liowrrs  of  liail 
uhiih  smote  all  lh.;ir  fruit-trees  to  pieces.     1  le  summoned 
roimtiess  swarms  of    locusts  and  caterpillars,  wliicii  ate 
thecoumry  bare.     !  le  ^mote  all  the  lirst-lioni  lliroii.i;hout 
thf  land,  and  iherealter  le«!  his  people  out,  Luk  n  with  sil- 
ver and  .i;old,  not  one  hein;^  footsore  ainonj^  them.      I'anic- 
stricken  l\!L;ypt  was  ,i;lad  \\1rii  they  went  away. 
"l's?o?hcm       J^'''"^''''i   ^fi"   followed    his    [leople    with    love,    covering 
in  hriiiKinK    llieni  witli  a  caiKjpv  of  cloud  l)v  (lav  and  of  lire  to  sjive 
tu  Canaan     "g"t  \\\  tile  mi^^lit.     .At  tlicir  entreaty  he  sent  tluin  (jiiails 
and   i^ave   them    lu^avenly  br-atl   to  their    heart's    desire. 
Water,  too,  he  t(ave  them   in  abundance,  thoui^h  ii  was 
desert;   he  smote  a  rock  and  forth  it  gushed.      Ami  all 
this  he  did,  because  he  was  mindful  of  his  invi(;lable  prom- 
ise to  Abraham  his  servant.     Wiiii  joy  and  .gladness  he- 
led  Ills  elect  people  forth  into  Canaan,  .111(1  ;<ave  th-m  the 
lands  of  the  native  peoples,  and  the  fruit  of  all  their  toil. 
His  desii,m  in  it  all  was  that  they  should  respond  to  liis 
love  by  obeying  the  laws  which  lie  gave  them. 


US-45) 


2.    Jeliovali's  Love  Kcveakd  in  Xatiire  and  His- 
toyy  (135) 

*.raL'e°  i-)        ^'''•''■''^  Jehovali,  praise  his  name,  ye  servants  of  his,  who 
'"     minister  in  the  courts  of  his  house.     I'raise  Jehovah  and 
make  music  to  him  ;  for  gracious  and  lovely  is  he. 
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the  PsaJinists 

jriiovah  has  .liosrn   Israel  to  1 


I'sahn  I 


J3    • 


21 


and  We'll  I 


istory  alike  revt-al 


hunv  there  is  no  ( 


IHl 


IC    llis    ()\ 

like  1 


u  dear  pi-ojilf.  j.-hnvah': 


;iiii. 


Natn 


III  1 


re  and 


rrvrilril  iji 


I  t  V  C.tlfll   III 

leaveii  ami  (jarth  and  in  the  "■'""* '4-7) 


deep  waters  he  has  wroiii^ht  Ins  will.'  1-roiii  the  earth  he 
makes  vapor  'iscend  to  form  rlouds.  IJ^htniny  he  sends 
with  the  raiii-.stornis,  and  he  brni.^^s  the  wind  o.it  of  his 
storehotises. 

History,  too,  reveals  him.      I^irypfs  first-born,  I)cnh  of  j,„ovaV, 
•  nan   and  beast,  he    smote,   and    si^ris   and  wonders    Ik- ■"'«''"'^  ^e- 

MTfiii.rtit     If,    fl,-,f     I I       ....      .     1   ■  .  vealecl  III  Is 


Many  ■'•'i-''*  early 
'    lii-.tcry 


•ATouirhl  in  that  land  ^  npo,i  king  atul  courtiers        svn^^ ^ 

were  the  nations  that  he  smote  and  nnghty  were  the  kings  («-.^') 
t  Kit  he  slew-.Silu.n,  kino  of  the  Amoritcs.  (Jg  king  of 
llashan,  .and  the  kings  of  Cat.aan  all;  and  their  land  he 
gave  his  people  Israel  to  possess. 

ill's  fame   is  everlasting,  and   what   he    has  done  wH' c,„„ra,. 
i:'  ver  be  forgotten.      For  he  takes  pitv  upon  his  people  Yr'^^l      , 
.^::.i  vindicates  their  cause.     The  lieatlu-n  idols^  are  silver  •'^'"'-'>";^ 
and  gold,  the  work  of  men's  han.is.      They  have  mouths  *'"''  '"'"'"^ 
that  cannot  spe.ak.  eyes  that  caimot  see,  ears  that  cannot 
'"  -ir  a  prayer,  mouths  that  cannot  breathe.      Mav  those 
'■■  ^"  make  them  and  those  who  trust  in  them  become  im- 
!"'tent  as  they  ! 

All  Israel,  bless  Jehovah,  ye  people,  priests,  and  Levites  ,,,„,;,,,„ 
and  proselytes.^    Blessed  be  Jehovah  out  of  Zion.  his  home.  ^-''  ('i-) 

'Lf.  ..5:3. 

»For  vv.  15-18,  rf.  115:  48. 

•  Cf.  115  ,  .,-1 1  ;    xvi:  2.4. 
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Psalm  1 "/)  :  i 


The  Messages  of 


Ascription 

i.f  lluiiks 

(l-i) 


3.    The  Re-.datwH  of  Jehovah's  Love  in   hrixel s  His- 
tory ( I  56 ) 

(live  thanks  to  Ji'liovali,  for  he  is  vjood  ;  his  love  is  ever- 
lasting.    H'- is  thfCioii  of  i.,)(ls.  ami  I.omI  of  lords.    Cive 
thanks  to  inni  ;  for  his  love  is  everlastnii;.' 
Jrii.ivaifs  All  nature  anil  history  are  radiant  with  ttiat  love,     lie 

vc'ilouirtiie 't  '■■^  alone  who  works  wonders.      In  wisdom  he  created 
nlTtur'.'u'!,)   '''"^  iH-avens  and   stretched    the   earth   over   the   waters.' 
lie  matle  ,v;reat  lij^hls— the  sun  to  rule  the  day,  the  moon 
ami  stars  to  rule  the  ni^ht. 
.|e-li„vali's  History,    too,    reveals    liis    love    to    Israel,     lie    smote 

vea''i.Mi'i'ir  I'-^ypt's  tirst-horn  and  broi!,L;ht  Israel  out  (jf  the  land  hy 
tur7('.uS  tl'^-' ^tren,i;lh  of  his  outstretched  arm.  He  smote  tl:e  Red 
Sea  ami  led  isr.ael  through,  anil  into  its  waters  lie  shook 
I'iiaraoh  and  his  .irmy.  'i'hen  he  led  his  people  throM^li 
tlie  desert  and  dealt  death  to  kmi;s  that  were  s^reat  and 
noble— Siiion,  kim;  of  the  Amorites  and  ()\^,  kini,^  of 
I5ashan—givint,r  their  land  to  his  servant  Israel  to  possess. 
He  ren.embered  us  in  our  lowliness,  and  freed  us  from 
our  foes.  He  satisfies  the  desires  of  ail.  O  ,v;ive  thanks 
to  the  God  of  heaven  ;  for  liis  love  is  everlasting. 

•  'I  his  is  repeated  as  a  refrain  in  every  verse  of  the  psalm. 
»  Cf.  24  :  -1. 
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Psalm  114:8 


4.   The  Sh^ni/uattce  of  the  Deliverance  from  Egypt 

(U4) 


In  llif  ok 


1:1 


1  days  when  Israel  went  forth  from  barbarous'  \ 


ypt,  he  chose  them  to  be  his  lioly  peop 


lie  should  rule  in  Judah.'    At  th 


f,  over  whom  ,1 


ritiire  »f 
fll^llle,|  :it 


the  Red  Sea  and  the  Jordan  lied  in  t- 
)f 


e  slight  of  tliis  ternl)le  (ioil. 


If  exiiihi 


fnlM    I- 

:rror.  a;ui  tiie  nioiiii-  "  ■»» 


KVl't 


tains  of  Sinai  leaped  like  lambs. 

What   IS  it  that  causes  the  waters  to  tlee,  and  the  hills  Airn,i„.,i 
t"  leap?     is  it  not   the  dread  presence  of   Israels  ( iod  ?  M^p'^J.^^g 
Tiiou  dost  well,  then,  O  earth,  to  tremble  at  that  presence  ■  "f  '-'^''^i"^' 
f-r  uiiKdity  are  the  marvels  that  he  works.     I  le  turns  rocks  (5-/'"  '"'' 
mto  pools,  ;uui  (lint  into  fountains. 

'  liarharous  in  tlie  (Ireek  sense-speakinR  a  MrariR?  laiigiiaRe. 

'  1  Ins  paraphrase  ,l„e.  n„t  represent  the  Kra,t,n,ar  uf  v.  2,  in  wl.irh  Jnd»h 
IS  parallel  to  Israel:  hu.  it  ^ives  the  general  sense.  In  post-ex.l.r  ,in,es 
Jiidah  was  rcKarded  as  the  tnie  Israel  (cf.  (-hronides),  an,l  in  the  later  l,t- 
eratiire,  the  wurd  Israel  often  stands  f„r  Jndah.  If  .a  he  rendered  "  J.idali 
'  -.■  aine  Ills  sanctuary."  tlie  allusiun  will  be  partly  to  the  temple. 


■1 
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To  a  flolicatr  nioral 
liave  always    provid 
imprecation;- 


sfiisc,  the  s 


o-ial:(  (i  (  nrsin 
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K'  psalms 


rcac, 
f'T  th 


aiv  mdfcd  very  tcrrihk;— 


my  of  tlie 


f<l  piTliaps  by  that  iisainiist  \vl 


lit-'  <  Imiax  br 


mi 


1(1  coiHl 


n.^htcous  wlkii 


^hall 


lis  eves  shall 


ash  his  feet  in  the  blood  of 


ts  it  a  .i^lad  day 
see  ven.i^eance  and 


sti-an;;e  thin,l,^  loo.  is  that  son 


tlie  wirked  kS  :  i 


o). 


"!■  ven,i;eance  llasl 


41  ••  10;    140  ;  9-1 

i  to  see  wliat  place  such. 


les  out   from  tl 
143  :  i:  ;   I 


letinies  this  wild  lonjj- 
temierest  hearts 


J/ 


th 


''■  of  revelation, 
^^plain  awav  the  se 


It  has  been 
cnies  can  have  in  a  litera- 


and    many  have  been   the  dev 
■niin,ij  off  en 


ices  to 


' "..".Y   iin„  .-^eeiiiiiii;  oiieuee. 

ft  has  been  nr.i^ed.  for  example,  that  the  hatre.l  of 


ainiist 


i"s.      Neeciless  to 


IS  directed  not  aj.,Minst  tl 


the 


tla-nmtly  untrue  to  the  o! 
■   '11  between  the  sinner 
'•  '"!!y  have  recognized. 


ly,   this  cxplanat 


ic  sinner  but  a.t^ainst  his 


ion. 


besides  bein 


'VIOUS    f, 


ii 


uu\  his  sin  which 


icis.  nuoives  a  disimc- 


miKjuity  would 


A,i;ain.  it  has  be 


en  urj;cd  tliat 


it> 


riif  Messages  of 

what  .micl,  psalms  rontain  is  rather  prediction  than  ini- 
preration.  In  other  words,  the  psahiiist  savs.  -The 
wi.kcd  sliall  W  destroyed,"  rather  than  "  May  he  l)e  de- 
stroyed!  "  The  ambii;u,iy  in  the  usa-,-  ,,f  the  IId)re-,v 
imperfeet  tense  lends  a  rertain  plausibihtv  to  this  vieu', 
but  stieh  an  explanation  would  very  inadeqtiatelv  account 
for  the  passion  that  .i^lows  in  the  words  of  such  psalms. 
A.i^ain,  in  the  ease  of  the  one  hundred  and  ninth  I'^alni 
it  has  been  seriously  argued  that  verse^  6-19  represent! 
not  the  imprecations  of  the  psalmist  upon  his  foes,  but  nf 
bis  foes  upon  him.  .Su,-h  a  siibt<'rfuv;e,  which  in  anv 
case  would  only  be  applicable  to  thi^  ps.hn,  shows  ,u 
least  how  i^rave  the  dilticulty  occasional  by  these  p^alnn 
has  lieen  felt  to  be. 

The  ps.alms.  however,  find  their  real  explanation  in  th. 
situation  of  the  sinv^vrs  and  in  the  ideas  of  the  ancient 
Jewish  world. 

(ii  It  has  to  be  remembered  that  these  psalms  are  not 
the  spiteful  expression  of  personal  enmity.  The  sjieaker 
is  tlie  church,  .and  the  sul)iect^  of  hjs  imprecation  are  the 
enemies  of  the  church  ox  natmn.  The  cur>^e  upon  Edom 
and  r.abylon.  for  c  .xample.  w,,s  wrun.i.^  from  embittered 
heart-  by  the  cruelty  of  these  peoples  (137  :  7.91,  and  the 
imprecttions  of  the  si.xty-ninth  Psalm  are,  to  say  the  least, 
not  imintcllii,dble.  if,  ,is  li.as  been  suppo.-ed,  thJy  were  di- 
rected against  Antioehus  Kiiiphanes,  who  desecrated  the 
temple  (cf.  74  :  3-91. 
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presence  (1391. 


I'm",  sea  re  hi 


'ig  omni- 


It  is  Very  imj)ortant,  t 


ni  the  curses  are  to  f.i 


00,  to  note  that  the  111 


en  on 


•iiiiioralitv, 


In 


iportant  as  context  a! 


are  nun  ,^!ii!iy  of  cruelty  and 


Wc 


■t  imprecation  is  peculiar! 


ty 
lys  is,  the  context 


f  V 


■engeance. 


J 


IS  Jehovah   b 


■  It  IS  against  thos 


y  important.     When  the  ••God 
■■'■  '94  :  n.  is  appealed 


nr"-der  the  f, 


se  Who  Slav  the  wido 


w 


lint 


itherless  (94  :  6  ;  ^.[_ 


view,  tlu 


and  tile  stranger 
59  :  i-i.    From  this 
_  K'  imprecation:,  are   onlv  the   veliement 

expression  of  a  passionate  belief  in  the  moral  order  and 
•  •■■■sire  to  .see  its  consummation  hastened 

-iv)  Lastly,  the  confusion  of  the  wicked  was  a  neces- 
Mry  postulate  of  the  psalmist's  faith  m  Cod.  He  felt  that 
(;<Hl  was  bound  to  vindicate  him-or,  ,f  vou  like  the 
rnurch-as  his  representative.  If  the  wicked  were  to  tri- 
umph, and  the  good  to  be  defeated.  God  would  also  be 

^77 


I 


«• 
""^ 
o 


Tltc  Messages  of 

defeated,  falling  in  the  fall  nf  his  pcnpK' ;  and  that  must 
not  and  canfun  t)e.  Hence  the  passionate  appeal  for  vi n- 
geance.  It  is  also  only  fair  to  remember  tliat  imprecations 
are  only  very  occasionally  on  the  lips  of  the  sufferers  ;  no 
word  of  (  ursini;  falls  from  the  lips  of  the  greatest  suffen-r 
of  all  (22). 


II 


PSALMS    OK    VI  N'(;faX(F. 
I.  Upon  the  Brutal  a  mi  Maligna  nt  Foes  of  Juda/t 

<I37)' 
The  Raby-         When  the  (lav  was  done,  we  sat   down  bv  the  w.iiers  of 

I'ln.Tn  rhal-     i,    i      i  ,  , 

lenge  losing '*<»i'ylon.  and    sou,i;lu  to  coinfort    our  exiled    hearts  with 

""•^'  song.      r,ut  the  thou^^ht  of  Jerusalem  came  ujidu  \v:.  and 

our  eyes  tilled  with  tears.      So  we  hung  our  harps  again 

upon  the  wiilow-trees.     For  our   ruthless  captors  called 

upon  us  to  make  sport    for  them  by  singing  one  of  tli.' 

temple  ^  songs. 

The  jews-         Xever  !  How  can  we  sing  a  song  of  our  own  Cod  in  the 

(4.(,)  |.jj^^j  ^^j  aiioii,^,,.  p     [f  I  form-t  thee.  ()  Jerusalem,  if  I  count 

thee  not  my  highest  joy,  m.ay  my  rit;ht  h.and  wither'  and 

'  Probably  written  sn.m  after  the  return  fr..ni  t-xii--,  when  the  mem.-ry  -  f 
it  is  still  fresh  (rf.  v.  7). 

»  There  is  in  this  Psalm  a  fine  blend  of  religious  .iiir!  patri^.tic  motive;  or, 
more  strictly,  to  the  Jew  these  were  two  aspects  of  the  same. 

•  See  p.  140  Inotfl. 
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Ihc    l\silli)iists 


T'salm  58 


Mrikc  the  lurp  „o  mn,v  ., nay  n,y  tongue  deavc  to  nn- 
month  and  mvcr  sing  again  !  ' 

From  friend  and  s'trang-r  a!,k.  uc  hav<.  suffrn.!-  fron,  t 

-  u1u,    „,st.H    of   playmg   a    ,..,,,urs.    pan,  shontedO^r^ 

"•"'  mahnous  joy  ov,  r  the  dounfall  o(  our  ,!,.ar   I,.n,.a 
I-',  and  ualdly  urged  her  assa.la.ns  to  raze  the  ci:y  to  h'er 
very  foundations.^  ^ 

O  Hahylon,  the  eruel  !  Mfappy  the  man  u-h  ,  shall  deal 
-  h  t  ee  as   thou    hast  d.alt  w,th  us.     Ilappvthe         n 

;;i'-iKdl  se,ze  tlune  „,fants  and  dash  them  Against  the 
■'"n,es  just;   are   your  judgn.cnts  of  men   unparlial  ?  ^'"'«"'-5' 

■  I  licir  anrestor-i.  I^a.Tr  'ml  \\.. 

' '  f.  ..ba.i.  ,„  ff.  •  •"'■  "■f^"'-"'^'!  ^^  'Tctl^ren. 

'  The  possibilities  ar.  :   (i)  she  ^1,„  has  been  devastated  (,|„t  ,.    Vr      I 

'  Instead  of  "  in  silence."  as  in  R    V     nr  ■■  o  , 
r  :.  1  ••  ve  pods  ■'     Tl         ■     r  conKregalion."  as  in  A.  V. 

■  V  lin  ,     i,    in  i    ","         r"^'  '"^"'">-  ''"'  -  "'  •'--""•  «^.  «Mch  i 
-.-  -n  ,...ns  a.  meant, ,.  ,„,.e,enerally  rulers;  quite  vMly  .ult 

•79 


4a 


i^.ilni  iS  :  2 


'///(•   .Ut-ss(fi;,s    of 


I'rayer  f" 
I  heir  rle- 
striiction 

(6-9) 


Kailli  in 
Ood's  jus- 
tire  roti- 
firmed 
(lo,  ii) 


Nay,  verily,  rather  ydur  conduct  is  iniquitous  ; '  it  is  wronq-, 
ami  not  justice  that  you  di.spense  witii  your  h.mds.  Your 
very  blood  Is  tainted,  ^^.!l  lulon^  to  'lie  class  wlin  an- 
aliens  from  Cod  and  liars  from  the  very  womb,  malicinus 
as  a  venomous  snake,  or  as  an  adder  tli.ii  bites  the  skilful 
snake-eharmcr.  and  refuses  to  listen  to  his  V(;iee. 

()  my  (iod,  ( rush  the  teeth  in  their  mouth.  'N'es,  l)reak 
their  hon's  teeth.  Let  them  melt  aw.ay  like  the  runnini> 
water;  let  them  be  moweil  down  like  the  prass.'  Mav 
they  vanish,  as  the  snake  dissolves  on  its  crawliiii^r  path  I 
May  they  disappear  as  an  untimely  birth  which  the  li,i;ht 
has  never  seen  !  Yes  I  the  storm  is  surely  comiui,^ ;  and 
before  your  plans  are  ripe,  they  will  be  scattered  to  the 
winds.' 

Ah  !  that  will  be  a  j^dad  day  for  the  righteous,  when 
his  eyes  are  glutted  with  this  feast  of  vengeance,  and  he 
washes  his  feet  in  the  blood  of  the  wicked  ;  and  then  all 


mer.     But  the  above  par.-iplir3se  brings  out  the  e'^sential  meaning  with  suf- 
ficient accuracy  fur  the  modern  reader. 

'  In  the  land,  or  in  the  world,  according  as  we  regan!  tlic  injustice  as  ex- 
ercised williin  the  Jewish  state  only  or  in  the  w.irld  at  largo  iv.  j). 
'  Probably  the  original  text  had  nothing  to  do  with  "  arrows." 
3  'I'he  detail  of  this  verse  (y),  especially  the  second  clause,  is  e.xceedingly 
difficult  and  ..bscure.  Some  render,  "  Before  your  pots  feel  the  tire  of  thorns, 
he  (or  it)  will  sweep  them  away,  both  what  is  raw  and  what  is  cooked  " 
The  last  phrase  is  hardly  possible  ;  but,  at  any  rate,  it  must  mean  more  than 
"in  his  anger."  Duhm  suggests  "thorns  and  thistles  "—the  material  f  r 
burning  is  swept  away,  the  fire  goes  out,  and  there  is  an  end  of  the  cook- 
ing.    The  meaning  in  any  case  is  that  tlicir  plans  are  frustrated, 

i8o 


P.ui/;i/ists 


I'saltii  59  :  8 


'.Mil  1)0  oonstraiiu-.i  !.■  rcnfrss  that  tliif  ri-'itcoiis  has  his 
n-ward.  Yes,  ttica-  is  lulri'd  a  Cnd  \\\\n  jud-,  ^  in  the 
(arth. 


3.   C'/ioi    'J'>,-ailit-rous  an./  M,u'i^ i,\nit  J 


fs  (591 


<M 


Srt  tile.  0  inv     ,,(1.  in  a  place  secure  fmni  my  foes.     ()  I' 

-  i\ f  nie  from  ti:n.sc  iiiifiiiitous  and  blf)0(hliirsty  men.    For 

-  ■•  what  till  y  do.     They  ( iimiiiv^ly  seek  mv  life,  tliev  iii- 

-  'I'-ntly  band  themselves  a^aii.st 
'  ^'kI,  for  anv  sin  or  evil   tli;.t  I  1 


iiyer  f..r 
iiveraiue 


'('-7) 


rile,  ttioii^li   not.  ( !   mv 


lave  done. 


r 


lev   run  to 


itta(  k 


and 


pn-pare  to  dcsp.itrh  me.     ()  awake,  come 


and  .see,  thou  who  ai 


t  f, 


ir  mi-htier  than  thrv- 


-r.rti 


iMt  only  Israel's  (iod,  but  Lord  of  Hosts— awak( 


anc 


insolent  aliens,  and   si 


lou  art 
pun- 


low  no 


pity  upon   those  vile 


blasphemous  men. 


In   tl 


le  e\-enin 


i;  ■■'  they  t^o 


about 


city,  howlini;^  like  do.,^^s,  with  their  venomous  mout'is 
blasphemous   lon^aies,   su[iposuitj;  that    Israel's  ( iod 


r 


innot  hear.' 
but   thou   dost    hear,  O 


mv  Clod,    .nd   thou   dost 


:r  i)lasplieniy  with  lauj^hter  and  nioekerv.     O  thou  wli 


meet  Sun«  of 

«.atiliiJc 


'(fc-i..) 


Ih 


le  enemies  in  this  ps.ilm  apiie.ir  to  be  lie.ither 


<i).  that 


furei 


er^  I  unless  indeed,  with  Duhni  we  here  read  "  pr 
1'^.  Sj?)this  ps.ilm  minht  be  .Maccabe.m.      Uiit  t.h 


Hid 


licre,  as  there,  to  guide  us:   and  the  de 


,  and  therefore  (like 
lere  are  no  proper  names 


,;iie  to  tit  into  the  period  of  the   struK>;les  with  the 


iiription  of  the  enemy  is  suHkientjy 


when  the  Jews,  after  their  return  from  the 
struct  their  ecclesiastical  and  quasi-political  life 

'  V,  6  ;  note  the  refrain  (v.  14), 

'  Cf.  94  ;  8,  9. 
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leighburing  people 
e,  were  attempting  to  recu 


l\ 


I'salm  59  :  9 


The  Messdi^es  of 


I'r.iyfi  for 
lljf  punish- 
iiiciit  uf  th( 
niaraiulers 
(11.15) 


Son^  of 

Kratitude 

(16.17J 


art  my  strni-th,'  I  r.  ill  sinjr  a  sonj;  ^  <,f  praisr  t„  tlirr  ;  for 
Jfhovah   IS  mv  fi.rir.ss  aiici  my  ■^raciotis  (io,!.      Uf  will 
coTiif  t<)  my  help  and  feast  num-  cyL-s  up..,,  miri.-  cnrmi-s. 
Do  not   ilcstruy  iluni   by  a  spt-edy  doom,  for  tlu-n   my 
propU-  mi-^ht  fo,o,t.  hut  s.nd  thy  litvivcnly  liosts  to  drive 
tluin  al)ou!  ■'  111  (lis,,,n,.tudc  as  the  l.loody  Cain  was  dnvni. 
C.ivc  tluni  lip.  0  Lord,  to  the  coiisuiuences  of  thrir  sinful 
speech:  let  them  be   taken  in  their  pride  because  of  the 
perjury  tlirv  utter.     Consume  them  in  thine  anjrer.  con- 
sume  them  utterly,  ami   let  it   be  known  to  the  en<i  of  the 
world    that    (;..d   rules   m    Israel/     in   the   eveniu'^r  they 
go  about  the  eity  hou•|in,^•  like  .lo^s,  roamin-  about   for 
something  to  eat,  and   yroulm-   when    they  do  not  uet 
their  fill. 

I'.ut  as  for  me.  I  will  sini(  al.-ud  of  thy  stren.srth.  and 
relebrate  tliy  ,t;raee  in  t!ie  mornin.t,^.''  for  thou  hast  been  a 
fortress  to  me.  and  ,1  refiiv,-  m  nme  of  distress.  ()  thou 
who  art  my  stren,i;tli,  1  will  sin-  a  son.t;  of  praise  to  thee  ; 
for  Jehovah  is  my  fortress  and  my  j;iacioiis  C.od." 

'  N^c  the  refra!,,  (v.  .7).  The  f..rm  ,  f  >h,.  refrai,,  here  due.  nut  aKree 
exa.lly  with  th,-  furn.  i„  v.  ,;,  and  a  cmipari-.,,  ,,f  the  passages  gives  ri« 
to  serious  textual  difluuhies.  ii„l  .p.i.e  pruhahly  the  refrain  was  uri.i- 
nally  the  same  in  botli  verses. 

■■'  Cf-  V.  17,  mure  prohahle  than  "  I  will  wait  f,,r  thee." 

^  <  'r.  hurl  them  down. 

*  <  If.  rules  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

_    »  This  pure  sour  of  reliKious  joy  is  meant  to  be  contrasted  with  the  kowl- 
m\l  of  the  enemies  in  the  nii;ht, 

•  Some  here  supplement  the  refrair,  (,.f.  v.  cj,  .ua)  Ly  adding  .ob. 

i8-> 


liu-  l\\al mists 


I'saliii  0'^  :  II 


4.    ''  'I'Oii   IV. niton  Prrsrcutors  (69) ' 

Save  me,  ()  (.(jd,  ir,,m  niy  (K'adly  |H'ril.  for  I  am  j^ink- Pmyer  for 
ing  in  tlu    iiiiiv,  I   .aiiiiui  k.c-p  my  feet.      I  a.n  drrswning  fl';!"";','','",,, 
Ill  iK'i'p  waters.-     My  tliroat  is  JK.ar.sc  with  shouting;  ,,,  fi,.M.ucM.-') 
tiice  for  help,  and  nnnc  eyes  are  weary  witli  lookinj,'  for 
my  C.oti  to  save  me  from  the  countless  enemies  wiio  are 
wai.'only  seeking;  my  riiiii.       Tiiey  demanded  of  me  to  re- 
store what    I    had   not  taken,-'  .and    1    ^MVe  them  what  they 
asked.     Tliou  know,  si,  O  my  Cod,  that  I  was  foolish  and 
Kuilty  in  thy  si-hi,  hut   nf)t  of  iieinoiis  sins.     Tiierefore 
deliver  me  ;  lest  the  .^odly  who   look  to  thee  in  hope,  O 
Lord  Cod  of  Isra.  1.  be  put  to  shame  and  eonfui  ion  when 
tliey  sec  my  stitYerini;. 

I'or  It  is  m  thy  c.iu>e  th.it  I  have  suffered  reproach  and  I'ersertit.un 
■^iiame-throu.s^h  my  consuming  /eai  for  the  temple.  The  [akM;*^!''^)'* 
ivjjro.aches  that  are  hurled  ,it  thee  have  fallen  also  on  me. 
1  am  fors.iken  even  by  some  amonj,^  mine  own  people* 
\V'hen  I  Would  (h.isten  my  soul  with  fastini^,  they  insulted 
:  H  ail  th'- mi.'rc.  When  I  would  wear  mourninv;  apparel, 
tliey  mocked  me  with  their  tauut-sonys,  hmj^hing  at  me 

'  1  liere  is  a  prohaljllily.  tli,>ti«h,  of  course,  by  no  means  a  certainty,  that 
iii<-  hackfiround  uf  this  psalm  is  the  pt-rsciution  by  Antiu.  bus  Kpipb-mo. 

■'  I  he  metaphor  tlianj^es  from  a  prison-well  to  the  waters  of  the  sea 

'  lluhm,  who  beheves  the  speaker  to  be  an  individual,  n.t  the  community, 
supposes  that  there  may  be  an  allusion  here  to  some  indiscretio.i— perhaps  in 
lonnection  with  the  temple  money  (v.  9). 

*  Apostate  Jews. 


5f  t 


Rsaliii  6. J 


12 


J  llf    '1/iSS(fi^iS    of 


Karnt'st 

tnlrf.iiy 
Ci-iS) 


i  lie  ps;ilin- 
'••t's  sutfur- 
iii«s  (iy--'i) 


i-^^tl-   n,y   ,at.s,  an.l   satirizin,   ,„.    ,„    tlKu    drunk,  n 

'■"•-f'"-n,...  Iprayto,luv,(.„,v(;,„l,!.,.,rar,ousto 
''^-'-rcH^K  to  rlu  ,nan,fo;.l  ,„..r.y.  a,ui  answer  me  witl, 

"'-'•■P'i-     Osav,.  nu.  , Von,  ,l„.,luM,..on-.s  fate'     H- 

'•'^■'  ''"-<-'■'"  thy  Mrannu.,.,v..,an,lnMhv.;J;; 
un,,..nu.      o,n..n„.u,yfa,.f.,,.,,,,,,^^^^^ 
ci.strcss,  an.l  h.-ar  nu-  .pccd.ly.     Draw  near  and  ddiur 

'•■'"•  ^1'""  knuw.st  lunv  nn-n,-  nicniics  dc-spise  and  r,- 


Mil'   and  disluiiKir   inr.     Mv 


!:,-ar 


Iinpreca- 
li'.ns  upiji 
the  fee 

(-•2-28) 


■t    is  suk   and   brcakin,i,- 


^Mih  til,'  insults  tint    I   li,-  ,r       i   i      i     i  /  "^ 

c        ,      '"^ '"■"   '   '"•'■•     I   l'"jkcd  for  .svnipathv  and 
-"'    -rt,  int.  th.,...  was  .ton.  anvwl,,..-  ,o  ,.  fol,„d.'      I 
-stead  of  soft  and  soothu,,,.  sparh  I  was  rcKakd  w,th  poi 
sonous  and  bitt.  r  words.  ' 

Il-ytlKUth..su,-p,-,s,.s.,ftlH.irownl,f.n,avlH.noIess 

' ""■  ""• i» ...!ie,„',    '':"%•'"■; •""'"'^.'" 

K.  V,  as  "peace  offen,,.,^  ■•     i  »e"arc     m  A.  \  .  and  "  pea(  e  "  in 

vious  verse  '  '"  "'^'  '"'"  ""=  "^^  -  ^"««"'<=1  ^y  the  pre- 
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///(■     I\S(l/lln\\fs 


I^alll.  6<>  ;   'j6 


blind; 


may  tli<,-n  loins  rontinually  trrmhlc.     I'our  u 


ut  thy 


biirnin.t;  imlij^nalioii  upon  them.  May  their  home  be 
scene  of  cnip-y  desolation,  because  they  have  persecuted 
those  whom  tliou  hadst  smitten,  and  added  to  '  tiic  sorrows 
of  those  whom  thou  h.uKt  woun(''-d.  O  heap  up  tli.-ir 
t,Miilt  and  do  not  actjuit  them.     VAui  out  their  n.imes 


fr. 


tiie  book  in  winch  the  names  of  tiie  cil 


nil 


izens  of  thy  kin;;. 


>m  are  written. 


Hut.  as  for  me,  thy  help.  O  my  God.  will  lift  me  above  S'-ng  of 
my  pain  and  misery,  and  I  shall  yet  e.xalt  thy 


Kratitiide 

name  in  a  (29-33) 
le  sacrit'ice  of 


sniiy  of  praise  which  is  dearer  to  thee  th.ui  tl 

brute  beasts.'     The  sit,dit  of  ii  will  ^l.iddcn  the  .ijodly.  and 

revive  their  iiearts.      For   Israel's  (iod  listens  t 


and  thinks  of  those  that,  for  his  sak 
prison. 


o  the  poor, 
e.  are  lanj^nushin^'  in 


T 


lis  deliverance  of  ours  will   be  fraught 


til  the  whole  world.     I'raise  1 


with    meamili^  Ascription  .if 


lim  then,  heaven  and 


earth 


praise  f'lr  the 
sure  reileiM 


< 34-36) 


ind  sea.  and  all  that  moves  therein;  for  he  saves   k-ru- """  "^ '^'"" 
I  11-111  '  iA-ifi\ 

..'111  and  builds  the  ruined  cities  of  Judah  and  makes  of 

^'■ni  homes  to  be  held   for  all  time   by  In,     servants  wl 


lO 


'Vc  lum. 


■  V'.  26,  su  Septuigint,  instead  of  "  tell  of." 

'  •'  With  horns  and  hoofs."  This  may  he  intended  to  brins  out  the  idea 
■  f  beast  and  the  relati\e  unimportance  of  sacrifice:  or  it  nuiy  mean  lliat  the 
btast  is  c-.nceived  as  full  grown,  and  of  the  class  counted  clean  by  the  law. 


-»;? 


i8s 


I 


■-alni  ii)(;     I 


I  he  Mt'ssaj;^ts  oj 


5.   i'/ion  Hitter  Advffsarir%  (109)  ' 

{,.5,  t.mlv  uttrrnl  a^;ainst  „,<•  sp.Tclifs  of  slander  ami  hatr 

I  lu-y  rru-ard  my  Invr  u,il,  enmity  ^-,nd  my  kindiic-ss  w.tli 


f\  I 


I'r.iytT  for 
upon  the 


M.iy  lit-  '  fall  bciUMtli  the  powerful  accusations  of  some 

(,^^^^  d.  nuMtion,  an.l  may  lus  prayer  for  mm  v  be-  ountnl  ,,i. 

aiiWravalion  of  his  sin.  May  his  <lavs  be  f.w.  and  n,,,v 
Ills  olli.e  '  be  seized  by  another.  Mav  Ins  wife  be  a  widow 
aiHl  l»s  children  fatherless,  and,  driven  from  their  ruuud 
homes,  may  they  wander  alx.ut  as  bcv;v;,.r>.  M,,v  creditors 
snare  all  that  he  lias,  and  stran.irers  spoil  the  fni.t  <,f  his 
laljor.  May  there  be  none  to  deal  with  them  in  love  nor 
any  t..  fav^r  his  f.itherless  children.  May  his  posieritv  '.e 
aii'nl'ilated  in  the  ne.xl  .generation.  Mav  Jehovah  beaV  in 
iinhRlm^.  remembrance  the  sins  of  his  father  and  mother 
and  visit  them  on  him.  and  utterly  blot  out  the  memory  .4 

_  '  Tins  i,s..l,„  has  „,..„>•  p.rmsof  rontart  with  l's;,h„  ».,,  ..,,,1  thr  „bject  of 
..s  hcr.e  „n,,re....i,n,s  may  wHI  he  AM.i.„hus  1  p,,,!,,,,,.,,  „,„„^h  cer- 
tainty uii  5ii(  h  a  point  is  ini|)cissih!e. 

',''17  '''""'^    ■;  '■",'   '  ^'"  ''">■"■■  <-  4)  .an  h.u,|lv   1-  riKh,  .    hut  no 
prohahli-  emendation  has  been  sii),;geste(J. 

'  l'r.,hahly  the  chief  opponent  :  in  2.5,  25  the  phiral  is  used 

I"  .h„  rontext.  Satan  is  probably  a  con.mon  noun.  .,.  a>lversar^. :   but 

It  might  he  a  proper  nuun,  tlit  adversary  (cf,  Zaih.  j  :  ,). 

•  Or  property,  possessions. 
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I'salm  109  :  31 


liitn'  from   tlu-  rnrth,   !)erau<;e  he   showed 
|>(rsf(  uttd   tlir    Door   atui   needy  and    f, 


no    PIIV 


l)llt 


unto 


death.     May  he  he  a  strani/cr  to  the  1 


lie  lo,iili((l  to  iitt'  r.  and  may  he  1 


liiit-licartid   even 
le.ssMij;  uhi(  h 


)!•     M 


uhidi  he 


liivi'd 


till  th 


iiittcn  by  the  ciirsei 


t'ind  liiin  like  a  girdle,  and 


y  <  Iinj4  to  him  like  a  .i,Mrin<iit,  .uid 


leave  to  him  lik 


md  pass  within  him  like  tlu 


awful 


e  oil  upon  the 


lui 


s  may  Jehcvali  rewar( 
Hut,  O  Jehovah,  my  !.< 
•y  jiracious  love  ;  for  I 


Water  of  ordeal.' 


my  slanderous  enemies. 


.rd. 


deal  with  nic  accordinj^r  to  pray,r  f.. 


in  heart.     .Mv  lift 


nil  poor  and  needy  and  wounded  ''^l' 'V'f 


^5    \ 


is  at  the  eventide,    ar.d    I 


away,  shaken  as  one  shakes  an  in.scct  out  of  a  d 
y  sorrow  I  have  fasted  till  I  am  faint.     My  tl 


am   drivtn  "'"^'l^'J') 


ress. 


In 


els  up,  be(.iusc    I 


esu  shnv- 


for 


when  they  si 


liave  not   atioin 


ted 


nie,  they  ui  ult   lue  and  sli.ikr  their  he;id 


iiie  with  oil.*     As 


lordinj;  to  thy 


)  me,  s.ive  nic 


love 


lias  fallen 


')  hell 
ind  tearh  them  that  t 


s  (ierisHf 


0 


my  ( 


>OC 


ly 


M' 


n\  nie   is  a  stroke  i.A  tl 


matter  their  (  urses.  if 
enemies    .-md    m.ike    tli 
clothed 


lis  blow  wliieli 
line  own  hand.      What 


only  thou  bless 


Conf 


Willi  sli.ime  and 


y    servant    t^lail.       Let    t 


ouiid  Piint 


lem    be 


r 


nfu 


sion 


ful  tl 


len,  in  the  presence  of  many.  I 


'i^    with  a  garment. 


off 


lanks  to  my  (iod,  for  in  the  trial  1 


er  lo 


ud 


and  j,'r,il( 


needy,  to  .save  liitn  f 


I"  stands  besid 


rom  those  that  wmild 


e  the 


coiuleniti  him. 


'  So  two  imp.jrtant  Greek  ludues.      I  lie  \\ 


'  Cf.  N 


urn.  5  :  12. 


threw  reads  "  i,f  llien 


'Or,  my  riesh  is  InslnK  its  fat. 
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Theconfed- 

eratinn 

against 


I'rayer  for 
its  ilfslruc- 
tioiHg-iti) 


6.    Upon    Ihosf  who  would  Dfsttoy   Judak  (^3)  ' 

O  our   Cod,  do  not  n-niaiii  silciU.      Speak    the    word, 

Judah(,8)  ^'"'''''  ^''-'''''^"  ^"''  '""''''  ^'""^  enemies  are  storniiii^^ 
against  thee,  liftin.i;  up  their  j,^od!ess  heads,  and  settin.i; 
their  cunning  traps  for  the  people  who  are  dear  to  thee. 
"  Come,"  they  say,  "  let  us  cut  thmi  off.  that  tlic  remem- 
brance of  Israel  as  nation  may  be  blotted  out."  With 
one  accord  they  are  in  leaj^ue  a,vrainst  thee—the  Kdomites, 
Ishmaelites,  Mocbites,  Ha,^arenes,(k•baIenes,  Ammonites, 
Amalek-ites,  Philistines,  Tyrians,  aided  by  .Syrians.^ 

Deal  with  them  as,  in  the  days  of  old.  thou  tlidsi  deal, 
by  Kishon's  banks,  uitii  .,isera  and  Jabin.  who  met  their 
mi.serable  do(jm  at  F.ndor.^  Deal  with  them  as  thou  didst 
with  the  chiefs  of  Midian,  Orcb  ami  Zeeb,  Zebah  and 
Zalmunna,  who  swore  that  they  would  seize  the  land  that 
was  thine.*  O  my  Cod,  drive  them  like  stubble  or  chaff 
before  the  wind.     Let  thy  whirhn^i;  storm  chase  and  coii- 

llie  situation  in  i  Macr.  5  is  in  astonishing  li.irinnny  with  that  of  1!.  . 
psalm,  must  of  the  peoples  named  there  heing  also  found  here,  -riie  d..;- 
would  then  be  about  165  li.  C. 

»  Nearly  .ill  „f  these  peoples  are  in  the  neighborhood  of  Judica,  southe.iM 
or  north.  Amalek  no  longer  existed.  The  name  probably  indicates  the 
region  whi.  h  they  had  formerly  occupied.  Gebal  stands  for  the  northerr: 
part  of  the  Kdomitic  range.  It  is  not  quite  certain  what  people  is  meant  hv 
Assyria  :  in  any  case  not  the  Assyrians-probably  the  Syrians.  The  <  hil 
dren  of  Lot  (v.  S)  are  the  Moabites  and  Ammonites  'Gen.  19  :  37,  38) 

»  Jud.  4,  5. 

♦  Jud.  6-8. 

188 


//'(•  Psd/iin'sfs 


Psalm  83  :  i8 

f.Mind  thnn  like  the  fire  that  sets  forests  and  wooded  hills 
al)laze.  Shame  and  confiisinn  and  ruin  eternal  he  theirs  ! 
that  they  may  learn  who  and  what  tliou  art  ;  for  thou  and 
thou  alone,  O  our  God.  arc  the  most  high  God  overall  the 
earth. 


*i» 


i\ 
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I 


.-«f 


THE    PENITENTIAL    FSAL 


MS 


INTRODUCTION 


Th 


^::r.  ^rf' ""•  ^^'''^-'^  ■-  ^^-  ^---  been  kn 


the  church  as  the 


penitential  in  our  sc 


penitential  psahns,  are  n 


'.)t  al 


llav 


■e  as  iiiut  h  lu  J 


ISC  of  the   word.     Several   of 


own  to 


stri( 


sorrow  iis  of  sin,  th.   ly! 
nictecl  with  if 
(Ired  and 

the 


u  with  the  confession  of 


■tly( 
thcrn 


1   OC( 


asionally  tin. 


^uffe 


i^'  sin  as  effect  with  cause, 
second  psalm,  for  example,  is  a  pL 


■^nlTcrine  i 


rinj;  or 


that,  bv 


'^■"Plc  of  Zi,,n  whose  citv  i 


.irrace  of  the  eternal  God 


s  "'  rums,  and  a 


"'(■rm.t;  i.s  con- 
Tlie  one  hun- 
lintive  cry  from 


prayer 


tored  to  glory.      Here .,.,,,„ 

there  are  enemies  in  the  background  frc 


IS  evcrvwi 


t'l-'ircitymayyetbe 
■'ere  in  the  psalms, 


"pen   persecution 


'3S:i2. 


thesL 


■Jni  whose  secret  or 


thirtieth  p 


'9f. 


143 


I-ven 


'salm.  which  is  as  trulv 


in  th 


fully  tender,  the  weight  wh.... 
"<-h  one  of  suffering  as  of 


as  111 


psalmists  pray   to   be   delivered 

e  one   hundred   and 

penitential  as  it  is  wist- 

H-h  bows  Israel  appears  to  be 


Hut  th 


sm. 


oth 


ler  s(: 


excites 


sense  of  sin.  though  usuallv  mingled 
•nse  of  suffering,  is  very  real  and  ' 


with  this 

profound       It 

prostrates  the  psalmists,  for  they  know  how 

'93 


I 


ma 


The  Jlfrssnj^rs  of 

innate  a  thin.c:  -^i"  is  aivl  how  deadly  it  will  prove,  if  God 
do  not  in-t  ii  with  h\^  panloninff.irracc.  If  Jehovah  drals 
•.v.th  men  as  they  deserve,  no  one  ean  he  jiistitied  1143  :  2), 
and  no  one  ean  stand  (130  :  3).  At  eertain  periods,  indeed," 
the  eluirch  asserts  her  own  integrity  and  iinswervini^  fidel- 
ity to  the  law  (44  :  17  ff.  I  :  but.  as  a  rule,  the  human  spirit ' 
is  re.irarded  as  eorr-.ipt  and  luistahle  ;  what  the  man  needs 

•    is  a  new  and  steadfast  spirit  (51  :  10). 

^        This  he  ean  secure  from  Jehovah  hy  sineere  confession. 
So  long  as  he  continues  in  sullen  silence  and  n  fuses  to 
take  penitential  words  upon  his  lips,  he  can  onlv  pine  away 
under  the  heavy  hand  of  Cod  (32:3,  41.     i;,it  he  enter'- 
into  the  hlrssrdness  of  fori^iveness,  the  moment  he  spnp- 
taneously  confesses  (32  :  5).     Nay,  he  does  not  attain  the 
full  stature  of  his  manhood,  until  of  his  own  free  will,  he 
comes  to  (;od  for  pardon  and  guidance.     To  wait  till  lie  is 
driven  is  to  behave  v\<  ,  like  a  man  but  like  an  animal  ;  it 
is  to  show  the  stupitiity  of  the  mule  (32  igf.     Sometimes 
it  is  the  thought  of  Cod's  doings  in  the  past  that  enrour- 
ages   the  psalmist  (143  :  5,,  sometimes  it  is  the  thought 
that,  amid  all  the  tlux  and  sorrow  of  things,  he  is  eternal 
and   unchangeatile  ( ro2  :  12.  13^  ;  but  most  of  all  it  is  the 
thought  that  he  is.  by  his  very  nature,  the  Go.l  of  redemp- 
tion, and  that  he  has  both  the  will  and  the  power  to  re- 
deem ( 130 :  7). 

'  At  .-inv  rate,  the  spirit  of  Israel,  .nnd  ^>v/,>,7  the  hMm.iti  spirit.     Cf.  the 
historical  psalms  (e.g.,  78,  ,06)  wth  their  emphasis  on  Isr.iel's  apostasy. 
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F'salni  r>  ;  4 


Most    ifnotall.of  .h.poni.rnnalpsaln.sar,.  ,o  |„.  „,    , 

;,  .-  !":   '30  .  7  O  hnul,  hope  in  J.-lu.vali).      I{,u  „,  s-.v 
tt'>s  Ks  ,n  no  uay  .0  bdittl.  th.  .I.p,„  of  „„,,  .^  ,  ,     ,  J 
si.s'ht,  or  their  power  ov,  r  tl:.  ,„o,l .rn  r.!,   , 
npcc      TK  •  niodtrn  idn^ions  conscious- 

ness.    The  penitenec  uhirh  they  express  n.nst  firs,  hue 
K^  exr.r..neeci  by  the  ind.-idual  L,sa^ 

To  he  surpnse  of  those  who  for,,,  the  reh-,,ous  t^nper 
and  .deas  of  the  aneient  world,  a  curiously  discordant  ne 
-s  occasionally  stru.-k  in  some  of  these  -  pen  nth" 
Psalnvs    as,   for  example.  ,„,,.,.,,,„   ^^,,,,,,^^^^^^^^^^^ 

prayer  for  the  destruction,.  thoslMhataftlict;.,:, 
-ssottlr,43.l.).  nut,  on  the  .hole,  the  psalms  n  ' 
-.ppropnated  with   but  httle  reserve  by  the  Christi  ^ 


^1 


•-.? 


II 

PSALMS    KXPRESSIVK    OF    PKNITEN'CE 

'•   A  Cry  for  n,-Jp  in   Time  of  Mortal  Distress  (6) 

"  i^  ri.iTht,  O  my  T.od,  that  thou  shouldst  chastis.  n, 
I'nt  chastise    me  in    love   and  nor  '  ^  "^''''"^'"^  "^^  =  Have  pi,y 

l„„,i  „,     ,     ,  'o\e.  andnot    m  ani;cr.     Mercifullv  ""'"'■ -""^ 

"<Ml  me.  for  I  am  weak  and  sor,.    .„.)  ,       .  ,    ,      "^'*^""'i>  save  me 
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joy  of  praisin.i;  thee,  by  hrin,v',insj  nic  down  to  death  ■  ■  for 
the  doad  can  praise  the.:  ■„.  more.     1  am  weary  witli  weep, 
mg   the  Iivrh,!,;;  ni^ht.     My   bed  is  wet  with  tears  and 
nime   eyes   are  worn   and    haggard    with  .sorrow   at  the 
thought  of  my  many  oppressors 
l!a"^^r       <"'^t"'-n-to  then,  ,n  imagination.)    Ciet  ye  gone,  yc  sit.- 
Innmpha^'  ""■'  '  ^'"  '">'  '  ■'"'  '^'"^^  ^''^^'^^  '">•  ^^^e  Weeping,  and  he  wll 
answer         accept  my  prayer.     Ashamed  and  confounded  will  all  mine 
enemies  l,e.  yea,  .aslia-ned  and  conf.Hinded  sud.irniy. 

2.  A   Con/ess u-u  and  I'rayer  for  Delivcanc,-  (38) 

'u^^  ^  '^  ''^  "^''^-  ^'  ■">•  *''"^.  that  thou  shouldst  chastise  me 
rauseofsin  but  .  hastise  me  in  iove  and  not  in  am^.r,'^  for  thou  hast 
smitten  me  uiih  a  sore  sukur  s,'a,ul  thv  h.md  lus  lieavy 
upon  me.  In  thine  anj^or  at  ;nv  sin,  thou  hast  smitten  me 
so  sore  that  there  is  no  heali'-.  in  me.  Like  billows  my 
sms  are  gone  over  my  head;  they  are  as  a  bunien  too 
heavy  to  bear.  Because  of  them.  1  am  tormented  with 
loathsome  and  festering  woun.is.  I  am  cruslied  and  cast 
down,  and  I  go  about  continually  in-mourning.  My  flesh 
IS  full  ,,f  corruption'  and  unsoundness,     I  am   so'numb 

>  Or  perh.-,ps,  "rob  thyself  not  of  my  praises."  It  w„uk!  he  quite  r„„. 
sonant  ,v.h  ancient  Jewish  ideas  to  regard  C.J  himsclt  as  sulTenn,..  wher, 
there  is  no  church  to  praise  him. 

"The  psalm  be«i.is almost  exactly  like  Psalm  6,  and  has  other  points  of 
contact  w.th  it  so  that  they  may  fairly  ^..  considered  together.  The  back- 
ground of  both  may  be  the  exile. 

•  Cf.  Isaiah  i  :  6. 

*  Or  perhaps  burning,  or  shame. 
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M\A  utterly  broken  that  I 

(^  l.ord.  tliou  knowost  wliat  1  lou^.  f 


Psalm  38 

cry  InudcT  than  the  lion'  ro, 


irs. 


Sivlll 


"i(.     My  heart  bcals  fast,  my 


,ii  I'Jr ;  tlioii 


1  nunc  eyes  is  v,'(mo. 

M 


hcatrst  my 
strciij^th  fails,  tlif  lii;ht 


y  dear  ones,  my  friends  and  neii.lib 


ro[n  ,1  leper. 


from  me  as  f 

lay  their  traps,  and   ihev  that 


T 


glibors,  stand  aloof  .Suff^ 


destroying,-  nit-  and  l)rood 


y  tliat  thirst  for  my  hlond 
ioii.i;  f<a-    my  ruin  talk  of '"■*"") 


run;* 


irwii.fnciuies 


but  1 


ov 


M\ 


1  resi^i^ned  and  subm 


■t-r  trcaclicry  all  tlie   day  Vm<^_ 


cent  lamb.     I  act  .is  t 


issive,  and  silent  as  ti 


nuirmur  t(j 


HHi,t;h  (  lieard 


le-   iniio- 


I'  not,  and   suff 


esea 


er  no 


know  thou  w 


"Ver  nie,  atid  triumph,  should  1  fall. 


fstruetiun.  ;ind  -;rief  is 
l.lie  and  1  sorrow  fo 


LXUlt 

tile  brink  cjf  d 

guilt  I  aeknowlcd 

iiiiKlity  are  tho.se  who  hate 

dcr  nie  i. 

life. 

abhorred 


'Pe  my  hps,  for  my  hope  is  in  thee  and  I 
•lit  answer  me,  {)  Lord  my  (  hh!  ;  el.se  tl 


ley  will 
I'or  I  am  near 


mine  eontinu.illy.  My 
r  my  sin.     .Many  and 


■vil  for  i^ood,  berauNe  I  mak 


me  without  a  cause,'''  and  rer 


.0 


>■  licy  have  cast  me,  t 


,Uood  the  ijoal  of  my 


lie  belovetl  one,  out,  hke  a  corpse 


0 

Cuni 


leave  ni 


le  aiK 


.1  hell 


!e  not,  Jehovah,  be  not  fai  fron 


)  me,  s 


.])eedily,  0  I  ord  my  Sav 


11  me,  my  C",od.  r 


lour. 


'  I 


del 


r.Tyer  for 


.ioneis:  dy  the  .icldi 


i\'t-raii<  c 


ti'<M  of  .1  siiH'lf  let 


ettprto  the   Hebrew  u-,,rj  fur 


'  my 


>v. 


(iiffcreiice  in  Hel 


■  lively 


'  'Ml 


'«•  IS  s 


ilisht. 


the  Knglish  versi 


ion,  read  "  causelessly."     'l  he 


I"S  verse  is  .nnded  i„  several  » Ireelc  codices,  and 


re-^t  ultimate' V  ou  H 


ebreu-  authc/rity. 


must,  it  would  seem, 


'97 


^ulm  32  :  I 


y/n^  JlfisSiij^^iS  of 


■|  lie  Messfil 
iRss  ..(  f. .r- 
Kivtiitss 

I'lic  jiuiri  of 
^■111  iwuun- 
fcsst.-il ;   the 
relief  1,/cuii 
fession  (j-5) 


The  hlessill;; 
I'l'eii  t,,  .ill 
who  I  uiifcss 
<S'^  7) 


llivine  guiJ- 
ante  (8) 


3.  rh,-  Joy  of  Cnifcssion  niuf  Reionciliition  (j2) 
O  Ih.w  h.ippy  IS  ihr  man  u  iius,-  trans^n-sMon  is  for^iu  n 
\viu,sr  sit.  ,s  rovn-c.l  !  How  happy  ,s  ilu-  man  wlio  cn- 
frssfs  with  siiuerity  !  for  Jcliovali  imputes  noKuili  to  hmi 
.^o  Vm^  as  my  hps  ux-re  seai.nl  against  confession.  I 
wasted  away  with  my  ceasdess  cryim,'.'  Day  ami  ni,i;ht 
tliy  hand  lay  heavy  ui-un  nit- ;  my  Hfe  was  drud  tip  hke  i 
brook  in  tlie  summer  heat.  lUit  the  moment  I  resolved 
to  eonfess  my  sm  openly  and  hide  it  no  mtne.  that  mo- 
ment didst  thou  remove  the  j^uilt  thereof. 

Knowing  as  i  do  the  joy  of  forgiveness.  1  would  fain 
urv,rc  every  ^oCi\^-  one  to  pray  to  thee  in  time  of  trouble  ' 
that  he  may  not  be  overtaken  !)y  the  rushini;  waters  To 
them,  as  to  me.  thou  e.anst  be  a  shelter,  preserving  them  ' 
from  damper  and  bringing  deliverance  '  on  every  side. 

There  comes  to  me,  too,  this  assunmce  from  my  God  • 
••I  will  give  thee  wi.sdom,"  he  savs.  "and  teach  thee 
henceforward  the  way  thou  shouldst  go,  with  my  gracious 
eye  steadf.istly  upon  thee.  "■' 

■  If  .he  speaker  he. m  in<iivi,lual,  .he  reference  will  he  ,0  sickness  and 
physKal  puiM  :  ,f  ,he  speaker  be  .he  ch'.rch,  .hes..-  expre.siu,:s  will  have  .. 
be  interpreteil  metaphurically. 

2  Emended  text. 

a  Probably  the  ihird  person   should  be  read  instead  uf  the  first 

«  The  text  is  very  hard,  and  probably  corrupt.  The  word  ■■  son«  "  is 
unlikely.  ^ 

»  So  the  Greek  version:  '  1  will  fi.K  mine  eyes  upon  thee." 
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Hut.  if  God  is  to  forgive,  mon  must  gladly  y,..M  .!,em- n.  Miyof 
s/lvc.s  to  the  iIiscipIifK-  divine,  nor  must  they  nbtl  lik.   the  "''"""'^>'<'') 
.s.-nscless  brutes,  ujiich  have  to  i,e  rontrolle-d  by  bit  and 
bridle,  else  they  cannot  be  l)rouv;ht  niL;!i. 

So  the  secret  of  blessedness  is  trusr^n  Cod.     He  who.e  T.,e  j..,  ,.f 
trust  IS  m  him  will  experience  the   love  of   (,od  on  every  "''"«'"'""« 
lund.  while   the  ,^r<„iless   have   sorrows   many.     He  glad   '"  "^ 
therefore  in  your  Cod,  and  rejoice  in  him,  O  Israel ;  yea. 
sluiiit  for  very  jf)y. 

4.  ./  Plea  for  I-o>;^ivni,'ss    ,nd  Promise  of  Faithful 
Service  (51) 

lU-  gracious  unto  „,-,  ()  (Jod-for  tlu.u  art  iovin^^  and  Prayer  for 
\er\  pitiful— and  blot  my  trans.i^ressioiis  out  of  thy  b(H.k  ['"■*-7'""* 
Xay,  I  n.-ed  .Lansing  as  well  as  f<,r^iveness  :  for  the  mire   ''  "' 
of  sin  has  denied  my  snul.     ( )  wash  me  well  and  make  me 
clean. 

1  pray  for  thy  .^.r.ue,  for  full  well  I  know  the  burden  of  Confession 
my  sin  :  it  is  ever  in  my  thoughts. 

deed  have  I  sinned,  but' against  thee  al<,ne.  and  done  that 
whici,  IS  displeasing  to  thee.  I  acknowledge  that  thy 
judgment  is  just  and  impartial.  I  am  weak  and  prone  to 
Mn  ;  for  such  is  the  nature  with  whi.l,  I  was  born  (Irint 
me  that  wisdom  .,f  heart  which  leads  to  the  truth  that 
thou  lovest  to  find  in  men.  Cleanse  me  from  the  leprosy  « 
uf  sin  :  wash  away  my  stains  till  I  be  clean  every  whit. 

*  Hyssoj)  w.-l^  used  in  tlie  cleansing  of  ilie  leper. 
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The  Mcssngcs  of 


Vow  of  ser- 
vice (13. 14) 


The  true 
(acntice 
('5-'7) 


TIi<-n,  with  sin  forgiwn.  may  it  l)e  mine  to  hear  ^lad  rries 
of  joy  sent  up  by  the  members  of  my  bn.k.n  body.'  () 
forj-ivi-  and  forget  my  sin.  look  not  upon  it.  blot  it  out  of 
thy  book.  Cleanse  and  fortjivc  and  create  me  anew ;  f„r 
a  clean  heart  is  thy  creation.     Create  such  a  heart  for  me. 

0  God,  and  plant  within  me  a  new  and  steadfast  spirit! 
Deny  me  not  thy  presence  :  take  not  from  mc  thy  spirit  of 
revelation.     Cive  me  a,ifain  the  joy  whirh  once  I  knew  ere 

1  forfeited  it  through  sin— the  joy  of  knowing  that  thou  art 
helping  and  savmg  mc.  .Support  me  with  the  spirit  which 
readily  wills  and  does  that  which  is  good. 

Then  shall  I  be  tit  to  be  thy  missioii.iry  servant,  teach- 
ing the  heathen  thy  ways,  and  turning  liie  godless  to  the.-. 
O  Jehovah,  the  God  who  canst  save  me.  if  thou  do  but 
save  me  from  the  deadly  perils  which  beset  me  on  every 
side.  I  will  celebrate  thy  faithfulness  in  a  ringing  song. 

If  thou,  0  Lord,  do  but  open  the  lips  which  sorrow  has 
closed.-''  I  will  use  them  to  declare  tin-  praise;  aiul  my 
tiian.  Offering  1  will  render  in  song,  u  mimal  sacrili.  ■ 
thou  dost  not  desire.'  The  sacrifice  that  thou  desirest  is 
a  broken  spirit ;  and  the  heart  that  is  crushed  thou  dost 
love.  O  ("lod. 

_  '  Is  the  speaker  an  individual  or  tlie  church  ?  This  verse  would  be  very 
intelligible,  if  the  speaker  were  Israel  (cf.  v.  ■  j,.  in  exile  ^cf.  v.  ,8:  also 
¥%.  .,S  and  especially  ,o,,  where  the  same  figure  of  a  sick  body,  with  allu- 
•ion  to  •'  bones  "  (vv.  3.5).  i,  found  in  a  psalm  undoubtedly  collective) 

'  Cf.  137 : 4. 

•  Cf.  40:  6;  50:  9-14. 
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Now  hear  my  prayer.  O  Lord/for  the  holy  city  and  tern-  p„v.  f., 
1  ■•      A.-.orchni,'  f.  thy  jjrace,  renirmbrr  for  Pood   the"'«'""P'« 
'  'H,.Ic  ..„  Z,<>„'.s  h..ly  hill :  and  build  up  the  hrok.-n  walls  "■'«'  '^ 
1  rusalem;  and  in  those  j^lad  divs.  when  we  can  wor- 
•1'  tljee  once  more,  rl.ou  wilt  accept  the  sacrifices  pre- 
-  "Ih(I  by  the  law.'  ^ 

-   .In  Apfn-al  to  Jchox'ah  to  Pity  and  Restore  His 
People  ( I02) 

'  .ivc  car  O  my  God.  to  my  cry  for  help.     O  graciously  The.crrow, 
-k  and  l.sten,  and  speedily  answer  my  cry.     For  mv ''''"«' 
days  pass  l,ke  smoke,  and  1  am  like  a  n.an  that  is  sick.   ""^ 
f  >s  as  ,f  my  bones  were  burning  with  fever  heat,  and  my 
Hart  w.thcrmg  like  grass  beneath  the  fierce  sunshine.     I 
have  forgotten  to  take  to  me  nourishment.     My  sorrow 
has  so  wasted  me  that  iny  bones  stare  out.     In  our  deso- 
late c,ty  I  am  lonely  as  an  owl  a.nong  ruins,  singing  my 
sleepless  lan.cnt  like  a  bird  all  by  itself  upon  the  house- 
t»'p.     The  enemy  hurl  at  me  ceaselessly  their  insane  re- 
proaches.  and  use  my  na.ne  for  a  curse-so  glaring  is  mv 
""ser^  with  ashes  for  bread  and  tears  for  drink  ;  and  it 
■^  thy  fierce  anger  that  has  brought  me  to  tins  pass  catch- 
:ng  me  up  like  the  whirlwind,  and  then  hurling  nie  down 

'  I.  is  a  mooted  point  whether  the  last  two  verses  are  i.uesral  to  the  psalm 

■    ■•     If  they  are.  they  would  go  a  long  way  to  show  that  the  ps    nfvl™ 

^    n.   .,,e  fir,,,   a  "collective"  psalm;    but  s.,n.e  sapp,.e  ,   at  t         werl 

a^acd.  to  adapt  an  originally  personal  psalm  to  the  usl  of  the  t^l^Z 
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II 


Appeal  to 
tlip  rtcni.il 
JfliDvah  t.i 
have  pity 
on  Zum 


Vision  of 
the  days  of 
restoration 
(16-22) 


T//1'  Hfi'ssages  of 


Prayer  to 
the  eternal 
jehiivah  to 
establish  Is- 
rael forever 


to  the  j,rround.     The   shad<)«-s   are  long.     I   am   in  the 
even,,,,  of  my  clays,  and  I  witiier  auav  ifke  ^rass 

HntthouOmy(;od.d,.t„otuuh;r.     Through  all  the 

■^h.,u,,ost  abide  upon  thy  throne  forever/o..oni 
l'>stif.     K,se  and  take  pity  on  Zion.  and  show  her  thv 
.'vor  ere  ^t  .s  too  late,  for  tlie  hour  is  already  con.e  ■  and 
hyser..nts  love  her  so  very  dearly-her  v'y  rums  are 

riear.     O  come  and  save  her,  and  the  si^jlu  of  a  restored 
erusalem  -.vill  lead  all  the  nations  with  their  rulers  to    c 

knouled.^^e  thy  glory  an.l  to  worship  thee. 

asM.rn^'''"'"^;  '."  ^'^'  ^"''  '^'^  ^''^'''  "f  ^'><^  ^^^•^"'^te.  will 
assuredly  reveal  h,s  glory  by  rebuil.lmg  Jerusalem.  I  .t 
this  prophecy  be  written  down,  for  it  will  surely  be  ful- 
n  led.  and  later  generations  w,l!  praise  Jehovah's  faithfui- 
huTur'TV  '■''^"•'■"'J- J'-'^^^l^ts  he  is  not  unmindful. 
but  he  looks  dowi.  upon  the  earth  to  listen  to  the  moan  of 
prisoners  doomed  to  death  and  to  set  them  free  ;  that,  in  the 
golden  Messianic  age.  when  the  nations  assen,ble  to  wor- 
sh  p  Jehovah,  the  story  of  his  praise  may  be  told  in  Jeru- 
salem.  j  -  " 

Hut  the  glory  of  those  days  fades  again  before  my  pres- 
ent m:..ry.  J  am  like  a  weary  traveller,  witl,  strength 
weakened  and  days  cut  >hort-and  Jehovah  has  done  it. 
O  my  God,  cut  me  not  off  in  the  midst  of  my  days  that 
are  all  too  few;  for  ,hou  art  eu-rnal.  Long  ago  didst 
thou  create  the  earth  an.l  the  heavens.  TheythaU  perish. 
but  thou  dost  stand  :  they  shall  wear  out  and  be  changed 
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like  a  garment.  Rut  as  for  thee,  thnu  art  ever  the  same, 
and  thy  years  are  endless;  an<l  w  tinne  oun  good  tim- 
thou  Shalt  surely  establish  thy  servants  forever  in  their 
city,  with  the  steady  light  of  thy  favor  ui)on  them  ever- 
more. 

').  A  Pray ry  for  Pardon  aud  Restoration  (130) 
Out  of  the  (ieptlis  of  our'  distress  we  cry  to  thee,  oar  Prayer  from 

' '^■'"'  ''"  throiK'd  .,n  hi\;h.     Give  very  earnest  heed.  J''f ;''!'"" 

')  Lord,  to  our  loud  entreaty.     For  if  thou  shouldst  con-  n«s'(Mr" 
tiiuk-  to  remember  our  sins,  we  should  all,  O   Lord  be 
doomed  to  destruction.     But  thou  canst  forgive,  and  by 
thy  forgiveness  the  winnest  men  to  worship  thee 

Karnestly  do  we  wait.  O  o„r  (iod.  hopmg  in  thy  prom- Confident 
i>e  01  forgiveness  and  deliverance  from  distress     We  wait  "i'^^'"""" 
for  the  Lord  more  than  the  weary  watchmen  wait  for  die     ''* 
nicirning. 

Hope,  O  Israel,  in  thy  Cod.  for  with  him  is  the  love  and 
the  will  and  the  power  to  redeem  ;  and  Israel  he  will 
surely  redeem  from  all  her  sins  and  sorrows. 

7.   A  Cry  for  Ddiverance  and  Gnidamf  (143) 

in  thy  faithfulness  and   love,  I  beseech   thee,  mv  Cod,  h  .mbte  and 
give  ear  to  my  earnest  supplication,  and  enter  not   into  «">^'"^hfa 
judgment  with  thy  servant,  for  in  tliy  sight  can  no  I,v,ng  "^>i^"' 

'^  v.ih  s.incient 

indVH  '■,?"',''  ^"'""^  --I't.i.a.  the  speaker  ,n  thi.  p.alm  is  not  an  f^-e!""' 
individual,  but  tlie  co-iimunity.  "  U  o; 
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thing  be  justified.  Hear  nic  in  love,  for  the  enemy  has 
persecuted  me  and  cruslied  my  life  down  to  the  ground 
and  constramed  me  to  make  n.v  lionie  in  the  darkness ' 
like  the  dead  tliat  cannot  rise  again,  so  that  my  spirit 
famts  and  my  heart  is  numb.  In  my  despair,  I  bethink 
>ne  of  the  days  of  „!d.  and  longingly  brood  over  all  that 
thou  then  didst  do,  and  1  stretch  out  mv  hands  in  praver 
or  thy  blessmg,  yearning  for  it  as  the  thirsty  land  yeanis 
for  the  ram. 

O  answer  me  speedily,  my  (iod,  for  my  spirit  is  faintin.- 

a-,.  .,u„.pHS::;r;/;!^'  '^^"  ^^°"'  -;■  -  '  ^1^^"  ^^  '"<e  then,  that  go 
(;.„,  cloun   to  the   grave.     After  the  night  of  sorrow,  let  thv 

mercy  dawn  upon  me.  My  trust  is  in  thee,  and  to  thee  I 
I'ft  up  my  soul,  to  thee  I  liee.  ()  dehver  me,  then,  from 
my  oes.  and  sho-  me  the  path  to  take,  and  tech  me  to 
do  thy  will:  for  thou  art  my  God.  Let  thv  good  spint 
gtmie  mr  on  a  smootli  and  level  way.  O  bring  me  out  of 
my  distress,  and  in  thy  faithfulness  restore  me  to  life  av-ain 
for  thy  name's  sake,  and,  iti  thy  love,  destroy  mine  ene- 
mies every  one,  for  I  am  thy  servant. 

»  Whether  prisuii  yr  inisfortuiie  is  not  clear. 


Prayer  t.jr 

deliverance 

instrucliori 


204 


f 


THE    PSALMS   OF  I'ETITION 


^ 


THE    PSALMS    OF    PETITION 


INTRODUCTION 

It  is  not  unnatural  that  the  psalms  of  petition  shoulj 
constitute  the  largest  group  in  our  division  of  the  Psalter 
For  m  the  psalms  men  speak  to  (iod,  and  the  most  natu-' 
al  and  perhaps  most  frequcu  speech  of  me,,  to  (;od  is 
the  speech  of  entreaty.    ( „,  the  loft.er  heights  of  experience 
and  ,n  the   n.ore  exalted  moods  of  the  spirit,  songs  o 
adorat.on  n.ay  be  raised  to  him;    but  ,uen  to  whom  hfe", 
a  da,Iy  battle  and  a  hope  deferred,  wrestle  with  God-,f 
hey  behave  m  h,m  at  all-and  tell  h.m  their  sorrow  and 
speak  to  h,m  as  a  man  to  h,s  fr.end :  or,  when  a  less  im- 
Puls.ve  mood  is  on  them,  they  lift  up  meek  eves    o    im 

The  psalmists  were,  most  of  them,  nicr,  who  had  drunk 

deep  of  sorrow.     The.rs  was  a  lot  of  t^ghtu.gs  with,,    ud 

wars  wuhout.     As  a  whole,  the  psahns'brcat'he  an      m "' 

here  of  conflut ;  they  are  the  words  of  men  whose  hea  t 

^^as  often  sore,  and  whose  life  was  sometimes  ,n  peril.    It 
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is  seldom  possible  to  make  out  with  any  precision  who 
the  enemies  were  of  wliose  malicious  presence  they  so  of- 
ten and  so  bitterly  complain.  Some-times  we  think  we  can 
sec  lurking  behind  the  words,  which  for  iis  are  all  too 
vague,  the  figures  of  the  San^aritans,  the  Arabians,  and 
the  other  neighl>()rs  who  thwarted  so  persistently  Judah"s 
efforts  to  re-establish  her  ecclesiastical  life  in  early  post- 
exilic  times  (31 ) ;  sometimes  we  can  be  tolerably  sure  who 
those  unfeeling  heathen  were,  that  trampled  upon  Jewish 
customs,  desecrated  tlie  temple  and  manured  the  faithful 
(79).  riainly  enough,  the  sorrow  is  often  far  larger  than 
an  individual  sorrow ;  it  sometimes  rises  out  of  the  depths 
of  some  great  national  himiiliation  (cf.  Pss.  44  and  60). 
I>ut,  whoever  tlic  enemies  be  from  whom  the  psaltiii^ts 
pray  to  be  delivered,  they  are  assuredly  no  phantom  fig- 
ures, but  painful  and  provoking  realities,  men  of  violence 
and  arrogance,  with  cunning  dispositions,  sharp  tongues, 
and  sometimes  swords  as  sharp. 

To  the  psalmists,  both  the  commoner  and  the  rarer 
tragedies  of  life  are  familiar.  They  know  the  pa  .g  of 
kindness  rejected  and  friendship  betrayed  (41  iq;  55; 
12-14).  They  live  in  a  world  devoid  of  love  and  loyalty 
(12  :  I);  and  they  are  sometimes  rewarded  for  their  own 
fidelity  to  the  cause  of  religion  by  the  cr-iel  horrors  of  per- 
secution (79  :  V).  Tlie  men  who  sing  to  us  in  the  psalms 
arc  men  whose  eyes  may  soon  be  closed  in  the  darkness  of 
death  (.13  :  3  ;  cf-  S8  :  5).    They  know  too  well  the  vanity 
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of  human  help.     Th,,v  knou-  that  uhch.r  th.v  look  on 

•l>e  n,du  hand  or  th.  left  th.rc  is  none  to  care;' ln:t  .hcj 
are  just  as  sure  that  Jehovah  cares  ( 142  •  4   5,  ^ 

It  .s  mstructive  a,ul  ahnost  e.xhilarati.,^.  to  uatch  i,ow 
rays  of  i,,lu  nash  ever  and  anon  thnn.,li\lu.  psait^  st  ' 

-   pierced  by  a   nnlc   yet  steady   ii.^h.,  uhici,  not  seldom 
■••n.s  so  hn.htly  as  to  chase  it  all  auay.     For.  as  t  e 

darkn^a,uiteii.ht  are  both  alike  to  Cod.  so  th^psah.;! 

ts.  eaci,  m  h  s  own  nieasure.  tasted  somctlmii,^  of  that 

d,v,ne^supenor,ty  to  „.  chances  and  changes  of  hun.an 

They  are  not  afraid  thongh  the  motmtains  l,c  torn  t.p  by 
'-•-ots  and  t„-„  unto  the  sea  (46  :  .).   If  only  AlmLhty 

'"'"""''   ;'•■■■■-'---"«   1-rm   thetn   (56 -4? 
So  v.th  qu,et  hearts  they  l,e  down  an.ul  perils  ;  they  sken 

and  awake  refreshed,  sttsta.ned   by  the  Cod   u  J  nev^ 
numbers  or  sleeps  (3  :  5.  6  ;  121  :  4). 

'■>  l'<""-s    of    dejection  they  ren.ind  then,selves  of  the 
l-^^-e-'-  '.e    display,.!    u,   creation    (74  •  , ,  ,f  ,     o    °, 

;:- J- of  Canaan  (44  :3K  and  the    ,:::';  J^i'': 
-d  of   love  as  well  as  of  power.     He  is  the  shepherd  of 

;-l<^o:t).  the  Cod  of   .fancy  and  the  Cod  ^1^ 
^-•9.    10;    71:9.    18;  who    tenderly  and   sleepless^y 
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vvatchesoverhispco..Ie(»2i  :  41..1.U!  whosr  ,nm<,si  nature 
IS  love.  W  ,tl,  special  (leli,t;lit  d„  tlie  psalmists  recall  tl.r 
annent  revelation  of  their  God  as  "  full  of  compassion  and 
gracious.  s!,.\v  to  anger,  and  plenteous  in  nuny  and 
truth  ••  (Kxod.  34:6;  rs.S6:  15;  103:8);  and  t.,  tins 
love,  m  the  last  resort,  they  can  always  make  a  confident 
appeal,  for  it  is  the  most  fundamental  thing  in  the  nature 
of  God.  It  was  his  love  for  Israel  that  launched  and  sus- 
tained her  upon  her  unique  career;  and  that  love  was 
again  and  again  contirmed  in  the  great  crises  of  her  his- 
tory  (cf.  4C1.  So.  whether  the  prayer  of  the  psalmists 
be  for  forgiveness  or  .^^lidanc-  (,r  vindication  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world-  a  vindication  which  sometimes  assumes  th.- 
unlovely  form  of  a  desire  for  vengeance  (35  :  5.  6  ;  59  ■ 
1 1  -13)— they  always  look  with  confidence  to  him. 

They  approach  him  _itl,er  as  humble  penitents  (51, 
or  as  men  with  a  good  conscience  (7:4;  17  •  1-4,  ■  and 
though,  with  their  limited  outlook  upon  ani.ther  world 
they  are  eager  and  all  Inii  clamorous  to  have  their  wrongs 
righted  and  their  cause  vindicated  in  this,  and  though  the 
blessings  for  which  they  pray  are  often  of  a  material  sort 
there  are  many  who  have  mounted  to  the  higher  unlands 
of  the  spiritual  life  and  uhose  dearest  satisfaction  is  to 
have  the  gracious  face  of  (iod  shining  upoi:  them  (4  :  6). 
God  was  to  the  psalmists  a  tremendous  reality,  more  real 
than  the  enemies  who  vexed  and  the  doubts  which  per- 
plexed  them.     For,  though  they  sometimes  cried  "  How 
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»".^^.      they  never  allowed  themselves  \on.  ,o  fore.t  ,l,-.^ 
t('"se  thm«s  u-.re  but  for  a  l.t.le  tin,e.  while  he  , 

iH'hiiK    and  henenti,  fl„.  ,.  ,  '  '7)  ;  and 


II 

PKAVERS    ,OK    .>,:,,VKK.X,  ,,     r.KSKKVATroX,    OR 

!■   /•>'^-  /V<;A-, //,<;. /.v.w  ./,/,Vr  Foe,  (3)' 

Many  tiure  arc.  O  niv  (iod   rl,-.f  ,. 

nnv  ;^..,; ,._;  .,  "!-^  '""'•  ^''''^  ^•^■•^  and  oppose  rne;r„„,.,n 

■Ip  the 
•ij)less(i-4) 


'"zzf-::::-!-!};^^^^^^^::^^^ 


5 


va     a„,   „e  „„..-,  ,™.,,  „„„,„  ,„,„;';       „,'""■ 

*  ^  m'TDipg  prayer. 
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iclure 


I'salni 


TIic  Mcssa(^cs  of 


round.  I'or.  ihdii^!)  these  j^rodlcss  foes  of  mini-  lnii^.  like 
wild  beasts,  to  (k'voiir  me  with  their  cruel  teetti.  thou  canst 
crush  tlirni,  as  in  days  gone  l'\.  f'>  arise,  and  hi!i)  me, 
tiicn,  my  ( li'd,  for  iliou  canst  hiip  ,  and  wuli  that  licip 
bless  not  myself  alone,  but  all  thy  people. 


PmvT  for 
l.dl,(.) 


Apponi  lo 
the  f.iiiit- 
hearlcil 
sl.inderers 


The  sinRcr's 
j(iy  in  (lod 
(08) 


Z.    I'or   Protr(  tioii  ti^aiitst  Slijinfrr  ("4)  ' 

O  (  aid,  w  111)  defi  iidest  my  eaiise,  answer  my  prayer 
ulien  I  1  all.  .As,  Ml  days  ^one  '  thou  hast  brouj^hi  me 
(ii'i  of  siraiis  int'i  .1  inomy  jiLace,  -^.i  'low  this  niijht  be  i^ra- 
cuMisly  ])leased  to  lir.ir  my  pr.iVer. 

How  lonij  is  mine  honor  to  be  st. lined '^  by  slanders  that 
have  no  fotmdation  ?  Rest  assured  that  Jehovah  is  think- 
in;;  of  me.  lie  has  shown  me  a  spei  iai  mark  of  his  f.avor 
in  answerinij  my  pray<'rs.'  lie  afraid,  if  ye  please  ;  but 
commit  not  the  sin  of  utterini,'  your  terror  aloud,  lie 
(juiet  and  still.  Offer  the  proper  sacrifices,  put  your  trust 
in  Jehovah  and  all  will  be  well. 

There  are  many  faint-hearted  ones,  who  ask,  "  Will 
ever  fortune  smile  on  us  al,^•^in  .■" '"  llavi;  they  forj;otten 
the  priestly  blessiiii,' ?  *  Have  they  forijotten  that  all  is 
wi'll  wlirn  Jehowih  shines  ujion  us  with  his  v;r;nious  f.aee  ? 
Yes,  that  is  joy  indeed.     The  gladness *ivhieh  thou  hast 


'  An  eveiiiiiH  prayer, 

•  Tlic  Cireek  version  rcids,  "  huw  lung  (bhall  ye  Ijc)  licavy-hearttd." 
SCf.  Jer.  15:  I  ;  J,. b  42;  8. 

♦  Nu'ii.  0 :  J4-iO. 
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nucence 


put  into  my  heart.  O  my  Cod.  is  mon-.  far  mop.,  th.n  tl.c 
.^la<lness  of  the  harvest  home.     So  in  peace  1  u  ll      v  me 
;nvn  and  fali  asleep  without  a  thou  ju  or    a^f;\^.^^^ 
tl.ou.  my  (.od.  alone  that  n,akest  ,ne  to  dwell  securely. 

3-   /'"("■  a   JiU^meut  which  h  Ju^t  {-j) 

nie  ahve    wh.Ie  there  is  none  to  save  nu-.     O        „"    "-^^ 
my  (.od   I  protest  n.ine  innocence,  and  a„,  read/  to 

f  I  speak  not  the  truth.      If  n.y  l,ands  are  stained  with 
vekedness.  ,f  ,  have  been  false  to  n,y  friendship    "r 

aveeven  v.x,,!  '  ,„,-  wanton  oppressors,  then  nay  mv 

tilt  earth,  and  layinir  n„„e  i,,,,,,,^  in  the  dust 

,,,      .    ,  '"  IK"  .in^rr  .it;ainst   rmne  opponents   and  J'^^'"'^'''" 

a  omu         '  r        1  "  ''"''^'^'  "  ^'^^  ^^■<'^'^'  ^^'^''-  round  fcr"'^'' 
al-ut  U.ce,  and  s,t  ■  thou  above  thetn  upon  thy  h,«h  throne ; 

e..;.:::::;u^:::r::  ^';:::;:;;;  -^-"^^  -'"'- '-  ■••^-  ^"  -  ^  •'- 

ceding  clause.  I  u.  i„  ha  cas  .  .  j  '  T  ""  "'•"^'""■"'--  ^^"'*  "^  P- 
wh.hc.  we  render  H  ^:l^:'lX T' "'" ''"'"'  ^'-"-'"-ion. 
>l"naer."  The  ^enerar^nl  ^^^.^  T^^^JT  """""T 
tw.  clauses  may  have  been  l.,st  '•^^••M    supi.uses  that 

cn::bi;:r »;;;::::; 'is  ^,:h;"^-"^  "--  -■  -'■  ''■^  '^"^- 

2»3 


^ 


I'salm  7  :  X 


The  Missai^es  oj 


and,   while  thou    dealest    judgment    to    all,    remember, 
Jehovah,    the  iiiiXM  ciicc    whit  h    is   mine,    and  jiul.;;c  me 
thereby,     (ir.mt  that  the  wirkedness  of  the  unj^odly  may 
come  to  an  end ;  but  do  thou  defend  and  estal)lisli  the 
just.     For  llu>u  thyself  art  just;  thou  e;mst  tii^htly  n;i<l 
the  innermost  heart  of  man,  and  thou  knowcst  the  hearts 
that  are  true. 
The  certain-      Therefore  I  am  sure  that  thou  wilt  defend  and  save  mc. 
ju^'imiK-"  "'I'liou  art  a  judj^e  who  is  righteous— a  mi!L;hty  (iod,  ever 
o"';)  ready  sternly  to  punish  wronj,'.      lUit  look  I  niine  enemy  is 

preparing  again  for  the  fray.  I  It  '  is  sharpening  his  sword 
.'igain,  his  bow  is  bent  anti  reaily — yes,  ready  for  his  own 
destrutiion,  though  he  knt)ws  it  not.  His  deadly  weapons 
and  llcry  shafts'  shall  compass  only  his  own  ruin.  Lotik 
at  Ins  folly— his  laborious  and  malicious  toil  shall  mis- 
carry ;  not  only  misi  .irry,  but  recoil  upon  himself— caught 
like  the  lunusman  in  the  pit  he  iiad  thig  for  iiis  prey,  or 
smitten  by  itu-  sttrnt-  that  hv  hiiiistlf  luid  hurled. 

Jehovah  hath  championed  my  cause  in  the  judgment,  I 
will  therefore  rentier  him  thanks  and  sing  praise  to  his 
name,  for  he  is  Ood  most  High. 

'  That  is,  the  wirkcil.  As  In  ilie  iiiiiiie.iiatc  ccmtext,  the  wickeil  is  the 
subject,  it  seems  better  to  assmne  th.-«t  it  is  he,  and  r.ot  Uud,  who  wliets  hu 
sword  in  thi"  verse. 

2  Such  as  were  used  tu  set  iiuuses  ur  besie>,ed  <  ities  or.  fire. 
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I'salm  12:8 


4.  /'or  r,otection  aj-ainst  Deceitfulness  (12) 
"'•'p.   O  n.y  (iocl.   for  the  yood  and   the  faithful  are  iw.,  r. 
v.uM.hcd  fro,n  the  world.     Men  he  to  one  another  wul     "Rr" 
w-ds  that  are  fair  out  of  hearts   that  are   false.     Z/^^^. 
Jdmvah  destroy  those  lyinjf  and  arrogant  lips  v.hich  say  '^'"^ 

Our  tongue  is  our  strength,  our  lips  arc  our  allies  ;  ll 
own  no  lord. 

My  God  has  a  word  to  match  the  uurd  of  these  proud  k-h,..,.-, 
I'P-s.        Uteause  the  needy  are  crushed."  he  says.  "  and  the  h-pe-i'-pir- 
poor  are  n.ade  ,0  groan.  I  myself  will  arise  and  show  n.y- (s-sP™" 
self  the  .savour  of  th.m  that  are  n,ud<ed  and  despised  ■•' 

Tins  reassurin,  uor,l,  utter,  ,1  by  a  prophet  of  Jehovah  » 
comforts  and  strengthens  my  soul ;  f.,-  a  f  ,  „.,,  ,,^,  ^^ 
ure  o  fu„ln,e.u.  precious  and  pur.-  as  silver  seven  titnes 
rehned.  t  g.ves  me  the  confklenre  that  thou.  O  Jehovah 
w.lt  gnanl  and  preserve  us  Mro.n  this  evil  age  andt; 
evertiiore,  even  though  the  godless  strut  about  ,uul  the 
worthless  are  in  places  of  authority.* 

'  The  precise  meaning  „f  5c  is  uncertain.     "  I   will  set  him  in  .  f  ,       . 

(Kloriously)  appear  U,  him."  '-aethKu.  .       I  will 

^Cf.  Isaiah  jj  :  10. 
•'    -,  them(cf.  V.  5:   Hrl,r.w  '•him-') 
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prayer  for 

(ifl'ver.-ince 

('-4) 


5.  For  God's  Manifestation  of  Hi, )i self  (ij) 
n  .11,.  r ,^,\   tK,-..   -...   I .  -     ..■ 

-    ...J        ,   ....,^.    „,  t    iwi  i;i.Li,iii-     iiie    tDIUilluailv ;    how 

lon.i^r.  O  u-ll  nic  hn\v  lon.v;  wilt  thoi.  afuse  t(;  look  u-iun 
iiK'  ?  I  low  \onir  is  my  soul  to  be  troubled  '  and  my  heart 
t  be  sorrowful  every  day  ?  How  Um^  am  I  to  be  under 
the  heel  of  mine  enemy  ?  O  my  ( iod,  look  dnwn  and  lis- 
ten to  my  praver.  My  eyes  are  ^rn\ynv^  tlim  ;  li,trhttn 
them  with  thy  'i^i;ht,  lest  they  soon  be  dark  in  death,  ami 
then  my  foes  would  claim  the  victory  for  themselves,  ,  '■, 
be  i^iad  at  my  discomfiture. 

u:'t'ZL       ''"'•  ^''  ^'"  "'^'    '  '''•'^•^-  ""  f^'^"--    I"  ^I'y  I"ve  do  I  pu.  my 
answer (5-0;  irust.    I  kuow  that  thou  wilt  save  me,  arul  then,  with  glad 


trust.    I  know  that 
heart,''  I  shall  prais 


me. 


An  assertion 
of  innocenc 
(>-5) 


aise  in  song  thine  e.xeecding  goodness  to 

6.  for  Di-li'u-rance  f)P,)i  Insolent  Fc.fs  (17) 
Listen,  O  my  Cod.  to  tlir  cry  of  innocence;  hearken  to 
•^the  prayer  of  my  guileless  lips.  Deciile  tlu-u  my  cause, 
for  thine  eyes  see  truly  -they  see  what  I  am.  Wh'eii  thou 
comest  to  me  in  the  stillness  of  the  night,  and  dost  prove 
and  try  my  heart,  thou  liiulesi  no  evil  thought  tliere  ;  and 
not  in  thought  alone,  but  in  w(ird  and  deed  alike  m'y  life 
is  pure.     My  lips  have  not  transgressed,  and  1  have  kept 

'In  V.  2a,  re,-jd  "  p.-,ins  •'  inste.-.,!  of  ••  plans  "  l,y  a  change  as  sL^ht  in  the 
Hebrew  as  the  Kii^jlish. 
'  Ii.  cunirist  witli  the  sUdnesb  of  hi-.  .  iiemies  (v.  4). 
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me  from  the  ways  of  the  violent ;  '  and  niy  feet  have  trod- 
den uns\vcrvi^^Iy  in  thy  paths. 

in  mine  innocence  i  call   upon  thee.  ()  God.     I  know  Appc.i  to 
that  thou  wilt  hear,  for  thou  iiearest  tiiose  who  trust  thee  i^^"':^^  '<> 

CI  •  »-•-"-  m\_v.  save  I T' )m 

.^now  me   m  answer  thy  wondrous  lovinj^kindness   thou  ""= '  "'^"v 

whosavest  from  their  adversaries  those  who  put  thur  trust  cne'n.yio...) 

in  thy  stioni,'  hand.     Keej)  me  in  thy  tendercst  rare,  and 

on-cr  me  witli  tliy  [.rotection.     Preserve  me  fr(;m  the  un- 

.i;odIy  who  do  me  violence,  anu   from  the  dea.lly  enemies 

w.'io  j,rather  about  me  ;  for  they  are  very  cruel.   They  have 

closed  their  hearts  to  pity,  they  vex  me  with  their  insolent 

■-v.n-ds,  they  do-  niy  r,teps,  they  gather  -ound  me.     They 

I'arnestly  aim  to  bring  me  to  the  earth  '^-cruel  as  a  lion 

linking  in  ambush  for  his  prey. 

Rise.  ()  my  God.  and   meet   them  face  to  face.      Fell  Prav«  for 
tliem  to   the  earth,  and    set   me    free.      .Save  me  by  thy /'^""""■j'i 
sword  '  from  the  wicked  ;  save  me  by  tliy  hand,  O  inv 'cod  ''^-""(^tU 
from  worldly  men  with  their  lives  secure,  and  iheirmaws 
•A-Ii  nlled-who  leave  what  they  have  to  their  children. « 

h?     ,     TJ  T"  ""'  '^^"'K-^^>  '•«  "■>•  doins  ■  .-.m  s.ill.  I  |,.ve  -aken 

iil  W  m  "'  7  "'"•  ""'  """  '''''■'  '"-''^  '-•  •"  .hew..vsi;a 
n  '  !  ,  u  '^'"'""^<^"  fi^-  4^'  ■■  'f  '  'hi"!'-  evil,  it  pas.es  „.„  ,  u,  .,r  ,„v  m„u,h 
■nt.  art.     I  have  held  fast  to  tl,c  law  thou  hast  lutered  •'  ^ 

HaethRen   translates,  "  to  bre.ik   into   the   laiul  "  (/,■     a  f,,,,,;,,,   . 

asM,!,  l'.aIestine)-not  very  prob,  hie.  ^"  '"""'' 

'  llitficult  and  possibly  o.rnipt. 

*  •■'   St  commentators  intcriiret  v.  u  is  a  unvpr  .„o.  ,i 
fl,.        11  •  ...  M 'IS  a  jirajer  t/iat   the  vencpani  e  nnnn 

Il-hk  r-""'"'  "";''r  ""^''  '•— '-"^  •-  ^  -...  ,n  ,he crx" 

more  like  a  descriptiun  of  the  wicked.  '-umexi 
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Psalm  17  :  t5 


Prayer  for 
lirntertion. 
Hiiiilance 
and  pardon 
(1-7) 


Till-  A/issn^cs 


oj 


The  psalm- 
ist's ji.y  in 
GoU  (15) 


I  know  of  a  joy  that  is  sweeter  far ;  anc'  .ninr  it  shall  he 
tobeiiuld  thy  tare,  wuh  mine  innoeenee  viruiicated ;  and 
"n  the  morrow,  when  I  .nu-.l..  i  ,  i,,.n  u 
tuc  vision  of  Mice. ' 


-Jutioiicu     Willi 


The  love  of 
God  (8-14) 


7-  For  Deliverance  from  llitemus  (25)^ 
O  my  (iod.  1  lift  up  my  soul  in  contidenee  to  thee  and 
as       trust  m    thee,  put   me  not   to  shame   before   mine 
enemies,  and  do  not  give  them  the  victory  over  me     Nav 
I  know  that  thou  wilt  not   put  to  shame  any  who  waii 
upon  thee,  but    only  those  who    wantonly  disown  thee 
U  my   God,  teach   me    thy  ways   and   <^m<\^   „,e   in  the 
paths  of  thy  law,  for  thou  art  tlie  Ciod  who  savest  me-I 
wait  for  thee  all  the  day  ion,^^     Remember,  O  my  (]od 
the  pity  and  the  love  that  thou  di<lst  show  in  the  oldm 
time  ;  do  not  recall,  I  beseech  thee,  the  sins  of  my  youth  - 
but  in  love  remember  thou  me.  for  thy  ir„od„ess-  sake 
Good  and  upright  is  Jehovah  ;  therefore  he  shows  the 

Js'ef  T^  ".*-■"  7^'"«'y  'r^'-  -"'  --y  i".-pretatio,.-,  have  been  sug- 
ges.ed  Ihc-re  ,s  a  da„. .r  of  re.-.di„«  bo.i-  too  n,uch  and  ,00  little  l.to" 
Ihcch,  f  proposals  have  been  .0  refer  the  ,vakln«  ,0  the  resurrection,  o-  ,0 
wak.,«  fro.n  the  sleep  of  n,isf,„  tune,  anu  .0  i„,„pre,  the  seeing  of  ( iod's 
face  as  equivalent  to  v,s,ti„K  the  temple  (cf.  Is.  6).  The  last  su,^Kes..o„ 
.houKh  u  ,nay  seen.  ,nea«re,  cannot  be  pronounced  unpos.ble  in  the  l.gh; 
of  pass.i«cs  hke  4..  :  2  ;    84  :  7  (Creek  version). 

'  An  alphabetic  psaltn.  with  no  pauicular  sequenco  of  thon^ht 
I  he  s.ns  of  the  w.Me.ness,  and.  generally.  „f  ,he  earlv  h.siory      Tl.e 
psalm   ,s   .nost    naturally  interpr.t.-d    as    a    collcC.ve  pj, 
numerous  plurals,  vv.  j,  8,  y,  etc.,  and  cf  v.  22. 
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way  to  wanderers.     H 
leaches   them    his 


e  guides   the   humble  riul 


.ti'itly  and 


ca 


s   way.     With    all    who    keep   his  I 


■.Vu-i  u,a;.s  evermore  in  a  spirit  of  faithful  love      He- 
cause   thou  art  a  pitiful  God,  O  pardon  n,y  sin.  which  is 
r.    t.     Jehovah  wll  teach  the  man  who  fears  him  the  way 
■.^l>ou id  choose.     He  hin,self  will  enjoy  prosperity,  and 
those  who  conte  after  him  w,ll  possess  the  land     Jehovah 
n-vcals  the  purposes  of  his  covenant  to  those  wl.o  fear 

Mine  eyes  are  ever  fixed  upon  my  God   for  mv  deliver  p        . 
a-  wll  come  from  him.     Gracou^-  XooCl^ ^Z^?^^^ 
Zr^  and  lonely.     Remove  ■    the   troubles  of    m^^^^ 
h-a  t  and  bn,,,^  n>e  out  of  n,y  distress.     Look  upon  n,y 
trouble  and  af.iiction.  and  all  my  sins  forg.ve.     ie  ho  v 
|-;.-   are  tny  foes    and    ho.  cruelly  thc^  hate  me.     O 
l---^  ve  me,  save  me.  put  not  my  faith  to  shame.     let 
"Hue  honor  and  innocence  preserve  me,  for  I  wait  on  thee.' 
■S.  For  Deliverance  from  Extreme  Distress  (31) 
0  my  God,   let   not  my  confidence  in  thee  be  put  tor    «, 
^■-ne.      Hear   me,    for   thou   art  faithful,  and  sa^  me  ^^''^'"' 
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\ 


spcalily.     \\c  „nto  mc  as  a  rock  aiu!  a  fortress  to  shelter 
me.     Y,  a,  I  know  that  thou  art  indeed  my  rock  and  for- 
tress, and  that,  hif  thine  own  nnme's  sake   t!iO"    ■■'••.    ' 
me  and  ^uide  nic  with  a  shepherd's  rare'r'.-uKi'deln'er'me' 
from  tiie  traps  whicl,  they  have  eunnin.^iv  set  for  me     for 
thou  art  my  defender.      Into  tl,y  stron^  hands,  then    l 
commit  my   l,fe.  and  thou  dost  m  thv  faithfulness  redeem 
me.      I  hose  who  worship  ■  vain  idols  ihou  hatest  ■  bu.  I 
have  a  ,i,dad  and  happy  faith  in  thee.     For  I  know  that  in 
thy  kin.hiess  thou  wilt  lor.l    .,pon  mv  miserv,  and  take  pity 
upon  the  distress  of  my  soul,  and  brin^^  me  out  to  a  place 
^y!,ere  there  is  room,  an<l  preserve  me  from  tlie  power  of 
the  foe. 

Iu's';:^/;L      "^  ''^'^'  ""''''"='  ^I^°"  '"'-•  f^'-  '  ^'">  f"  ^Ustress  :  bodv  and 
,,.,3,  soul  are  wasting  away  with  ,^rief.      [„  sorrow  and  sighing 

my  years  are  speru.     In  my  misery  '  mv  strength  is  fa,!- 
mg,  and  my  boiiy  is  wastin.i,^  away.    My  neighbors  oppress 
me  and  mock  me.  and  my  friends  are  afraid  of  me      At 
the  sight  of  me  in  the  streets,  men  flee  as  from  a  leper 
Tney  forget  me  as  if  I  were  dead.      I  am  worthless  as 

'  In  the  word  slu-Mncnm,  thuse  who  r,,w,v/  id„ls  f,f.  Jonah  2  ■  8)  some 
hav.s.enan  illusion  ,0  .he  Samaritans,  whi,  h.  .ho,u;h  no,  demons.raM., 
would  be  ,„n.e  ,n  ,h.  spirit  of  Hebrew  word  ,.I,.y,     I  n  ,h..,  case,  ,he  '■  for,, 

would  probably  be  Jerusalem  iibo„,  ,he  time  of  Xeh-miah 

»  Tins  translation  rests  on  the  Septua.int.  The  d.fferen.e  between  thi, 
and  the  readn,«of  the  Hebrew  text.  -  by  reason  of  my  sin,"  is  verj- sliKht. 

lestamcnt  ihoupht, 
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a  vessel  tliat  the  potter  casts  aside.     W 


niv  cars  of  tl 


'leir  cnicl  secret 


terrors  arc  on  fM-^r.-  t ; 


Psalm  31  :  24 

^prrinc;s  reach 
1'1'its  against   niv  hfe.  and 


as  for  ,nc.  my  trust  is  i„  thee,  O  „,v  Q,,,!. 
f-  my  faith  ,„   thee.     My  destiny  is  ,n 'thv  ha 

S,l\r   inc    friiTii    fl,..    ., •  .  . 


I   <'c.n-  Prayer  for 


tlif  li,  slruc- 


i'.'.n  nf  f,,e. 


■n-  n,e  from  tl,e  perse,-ut,on  of  my  foes.    I.,  the  h'..),,  .,.  ..';'.) 
My  ^rac.ous  face  sln'ne  npnn  thy  servant.  an.I  help  „„.  „; 

fyl.'ve.  Op„t  not  to  shame  thy  servant  who  ,n,Ms 
'-  ;■•  '^"t  put  to  shame  the  godless,  at,d  bnng  the,r  proud 
aiiu  lying  i,ps  to  the  silence  of  the  grave 

■1  'se  uhofear  thee  :  nay,  openly  before  all  the  uorld  ,l„,u  N"""^^V" 
-•bestou^dit    on    those  who  put  their  trust  in  thee    '■-:/■ 

'■;;''■ -'V^'r'"" '"■''"••'>^  ^""^  ^'-^-.^--''f-ntei,: 

..  and  slander.     O  hles.ed  he  Jehovah,  for   his   love  to 
me   has   been  won.lerfu!    in    the   time   of   distress'     As 

f"^  ■>'^;.  M'-i  rashly  thought  Mvas  cast  out  of  thv  nres". 
--ibtittlKua  hast  Iiste,K.d  to  ,,.,ear,,estcrv  for  help 
0  love  Jehovah,  all   ye   that  are  his,  f„r   I  e   nreserv,  t^,' 

f^->'f^-  =  ;-t  the  arrogant  he  richly  re     it 
j-;j;earts  be  brave  and  strong,  all  ye  thL  wait  up!!,; 


^^ 


'  Ur,  keepeth  faith  (that  is.with  the  Rood). 


i* 
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Psalm  35  :  I 


The  Messages  of 


isi^  lir.ivcr 
t.ijrh  ,v.-ih 

tci  CollfwlHlll 

his  enemies 
(>-io> 


9-  For  Ddiverance  from  Malicious  Foes  (35) 
O  my  (ind.  come  to  the  fray  and  help  nic.     Fight  with 
'iK'sc  that  tight  u-ith  me.     Seiz.  .shidd  and  buckler.    Arise 
•m<l  lielp  me.     Draw  spear  and  battle-axe.'     Face  mv  per- 
.-ecutors  and  give  me  the  assurance  that  thou  wilt  help  nie 
Shame  and  confusion  be  upon  them  that  seek  to  destroy 
me  :  sluime  and  .lef.at  upon  all  who  are  scheming  to  ruin 
me.     As  chaff   before  the  wind  may  they  vanish,  driven 
away  by  Jt-hovah's  angel  ;  dark  and  slippery  be  their  way 
witli  his  angel  driving  them  on.'     Ft,r  without  cause  th.y 
sought  to  entrap   me  cunningly;  and  my  prayer  is  that 
they  be  .atight  m  their  own  trap,  overtaken  bv  a  swift  and 
une.xp<rte<i  doom.     Then  shall   I   rejoice  and  be  glad  in 
the  ( .od  who  saves  me.     Yea,  with  my  whole  being  I  shall 
praise  thee  as  the    matchless   .Saviour,  who  delivers  his 
poor  cruslied  servants  from  the  hands  of  the  robbers 
";;;:?;,':/        ^■"''''^"  ^^■■■'"^'■'^■="  '-^rose  and  demanded  restitution  of  that 
w,.h,hem,„  which    I    had    never  taken.     They  returned    me   evil  for 
good,  making  desolate  my  soul.'     Far  other  was  mv  treat- 
ment  of  them.     When    hey  were  sick.  I  fasted  and  wore 

'This  seems  hotter  than  to  reRarcl  th.-  wor.l  renjcred  ■•  battle-axe"  as  a 
verh,  meaning  "  block  the  way  "  (v.   5). 

»  Clauses  5b  and  f,b  have  possibly  been  transposed 

^The  phrase  is  difficult  (,.b).  Literally:  '•  <  hildlessness  for  my  soul." 
Uellhau.en  renders:  '■  Comfortless  is  my  soul."  Ch-yne:  -  Jlereaven.ent 
.s  come  .0  my  soul.        Duhm  emends  and  translates,  "  Lay.ng  traps  fur  my 


fortune 
(ii-iM) 
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tJic  Psaliinsfs 

_"i"i'rnin.i,-  appard,  and  prayed  for  tl>e 
■'I'v  ujKiii  my  !)osoni.     I 


Psalm  35  :  25 
ni,  with  heatJ  bent 


tT   mourns. 


bowtd  as  for  a  dead  k 

moth 

stran.L;t'r.': 

together  and  assai 


I!ut 


went  about  ro!)ed  in  black,  and 

lourning  even  as  a 

ity  came  upon  me, 


insman — nav,  n 


:n   calc 


lani 


mocki 


^;''""\| 'li'l  not  know  at  all.  gk-efully  gathered 

'■''  '"^"  ^^■"''  'l"-ii-  railing  impious  vvords 

'  "ig  continually/'  and   gnashing  upon 


and 


mock 


me  with  their  teeth.     How  I 


SI 


ilcnt 


li 


on- 


,t;aiion. 


y  on  ?     Rescue  my 
and  I  will  publicly  pi 


f  tii:,  0  I 


■ord,  wilt  thou  look 


)ann! 


lonely  sou!  from  the  r( 

aise  thee  in  the  great  congre- 


h 


O  forbid  that  those  who  wantoni 


at  me  with  eyes  of  m, 


P'-acc   that   thev  speak 
the 


iiicious  deliidu.      F 


oppose  me  should  P 


or  It  is  not 


conccrnuig  the  quiet  in  the  land 


"■lycr  for 
'Iclivcrance 
(19-28) 


irposes  against   tl 


y  cherish    treacherous  pu 
open   mouths   they  shout,  '•  Hurrah  \     \\ 
we  h.ive  seen  the  end  of  t 


!iem. 


too  canst  see.     Speak  and  d 


H-ni.     With 

urrah  !     At  last 

liut,  O  my  God,  thou 


my  Cod  and  my  Lord.     Decl 


raw  near  me.     Awake. 


arise. 


'irt   lust— and 
t! 


piu  an  end  to  their 


're  me  innocent— for  thou 


may  no  more  shout.  "Hurrali' 


malicious  joy,  so  that 


We  have  got  the 


'  "r.  .IS  ,,ne  m-.iirns  fur  liis  niMther. 
=  There  is  much  douh,  about  the  meaning  „f  ,f,is  wonl  (i„  ,  -M        , 
e   crrecness   „f    .he    .ex..      ,.„ssib,y   we\h,.ul      J  '    1^ T  "^7 

■.lr,in«ers."  l,y  the  .-„l,li,ion  ,,f  .^  single  letter       I',  ,  ^  '"■,  "^•^'"•ve.    to 
'a.isf.,cfnr^.  in  the  ,  .ntex.  "'"  ""^  '*  "°'  ^ery 
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I'sal 


Ml 


J  3 


TJlC    J/^iSS(7C^t'S    of 


r!!'"iscc1  are 
thr  nicrcitul 
(■-J) 


The  malite 
of  the  enrniy 
(4-9) 


Prayer  for 
Tictnry  and 
vengeance 
(loia) 


desire  nf  our  hearts  ;  \vc  have  swallowed  hiiii  up."  Shame 
and  I Diifiision  l)t'  ujioii  them  that  n'joiee  at  mv  calamity, 
and  han,v;htily  lift  ihenisflvcs  np  ayauisl  me.  lUit  may 
those  wlio  love  my  cause  yet  have  reason  to  siti;^  snnt;s  of 
gladness,  savini;,  "(heat  he  Jehovah,  u  li'is,-  lieart's  de- 
sire is  for  the  welfare  of  his  servant."  Then  evermore 
my  lon.i^uc  shall  utter  its  praise  of  thy  kindness. 

lo.    Fi'f  J/,;i//>/i;   a><.,f    I'liii/ication   (\i) 

napi)y  arc  all  who  consider  the  weak;  in  the  day  of 
their  misfortime  Jehovah  will  sa\-e  tiieir  lives  and  preserve 
thein  from  the  raj;c  of  their  foes,  and  t^ive  them  hapjiiness 
upon  the  land.  When  they  are  sick,  he  watches  by  their 
bed.  ,iiid  tends  them  and  eases  tlu-ir  i)ain. 

Xi'ith  all  my  sou!  I  pray  that  this  hajipiness  may  he 
mine  ;  .tjraeiously  heal  the  sufferinci^s  of  thy  sinful  servant, 
and  dis.appoint  mine  enemies  who  criiellv  loiv^  for  the  day 
of  my  death  .and  the  e.xtinction  of  my  name.  Sometiines 
they  visit  me,  the  hypocrites,  with  thc^ir  f.ilse  toiii^'iies  and 
their  foul  hearts  :  and  then  tlu-y  i;o  str.ii-ht  out  and  t.ilk 
about  me.  whisperinj;  to;.4fther  and  thinkini;  in  their  cruel 
he. Ills.  '•  .Some  malij;n,int  disease  is  upon  liim  ;  now  that 
he  is  down,  he  will  never  be  up  a>;,iin."  Ves.  mv  iiosom 
friends.  ii,y  very  dependents,  have  rewarded  my  love  witli 
disd.ain. 

Hut.  ()  my  (K)d.  do  thou  in  thy  mercy  raise  me  up 
a^^ain,  that  I  may  give  them  what  they  deserve  ;  and  thus, 
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the  Psalmists 


I'salni  r,4  :  8 


thnii  art 


with  mine   enemies  halkerl,   I   shall    know  th.t 
P  eased  wuh  me.     As  for  nie,  ,hou  uphn.  ic.t  me  because 
of  mmc   ,nn,.  ..nee,  and  dost  sulfer  n.e   to   stand  ,n  thy 
presence  fonr-r  '"  '"/ 


".  /•..  DeUvn-anc.  fro,n   Detn„nned  and  Malicious 
l-.uemies  (64) 


H.-ar  n,y  lan.ent.  O  Cod,  for  [  am  in  deadly  peril  ■  suv  r         , 

-  fron.  the  .nennes  who  a.Tn„u  nu..     .-,„"  ,Lt.  :        "^"^ 

the_  reach  of  tl,e,r  sc<-ret  counsels  and   .K-Hvcr    n,e  Z:'^:^"^ 

mics  (i-6> 


,,    .     ,     .  ---...  ^.-uiiaei^   ,111(1   (U-li\cr    nie   frnm 

:^rrr'^'"''^-^^''-''-^'^"^'  '-luuot.  moi, : 

.nt  ,  "  "■■■  "''^'  "'•■"  "'^™  ^''^'  •^^°^^'>-  -'-^h  their 
arp  ton,t.es.  from  which  they  lattnch  their  hi.ter  words 
I.ke  arrows  a,^ra,nst  the  innocent,  shooting  at  them  secretin 
■  Hi  suddenly  and  without  restraint  of  conscience  Thev 
■^^-.Kthen  each  other's  hands,  and  discuss  their  \.^Z 
rcacherous   plans,  tlunkin,.   no  one  w,Il  ever  see   t  , a" 

-;::X::h:;;s,;:;Lr^^^  ■'--•'-•>'-'-'>•  ^ 

nnn  for  the.r  cruel  vvords.^  that  alPwho  see  them  "hall  "'^'"  ^'-'"^ 

»ii.:.a!.  '  ""-ah.jie  paraplirase  is  only  pruvi. 
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Psalm  fx\  :  8 


fAf   A/(SS(r.;!S   of 


wag  their  heads  in  asiinishiiient  ;  and  every  one  shall  be 
afraid  when  they  KHisidrr  u  hat  J.liovali  has  done,  and 
shall  tell  the  story  of  tlie  diviiu  vi  ii^raiK  <•.  liut  the  rij^dit- 
eons  shall  be  j^Kul  in  hini ,  they  shall  trust  and  make  their 
boast  in  him. 


\z.   For  Di-Uvcriince  from   \\\x(,hful  For.s   ('71) 

O   my  (iod,  never    let   my  eonlidenrc   in   thee  be  put 

and    s.ive 


I'rayer — 

tLlsed  npi.Ti 

(..isi  inrnics  to   slianic.      Hear   me — for  thou   art    faithful 

eraiice  fr.'^m  "'^■-     '^''   ""'"   '"<-"   "'^  '^  rock    and  a  fortress ''   to  shelter 

crnel  t'lie- 
mies  (i-:j) 


nic.  Vca,  1  know  that  thou  art  indeed  my  ruck  and  fnr- 
ir^  ss.  Save  me,  then,  ()  my  (lod,  from  the  iruel  j^rasp  of 
the  unv;'iilly,  for  I  hojie  in  th.'r.  {)  [,ord,  my  (lod,  1  h.ive 
trustrd  in  thee  since  my  youth.  It  was  thou  whoilidsl  brinv,' 
me  out  of  the  womb,'  .md  on  thee  have  1  leaned  and  in 
thee  have  I  hoped  *  continually  since  the  day  of  my  birth. 
I  have  suffered  so  sorely  that  many  look  upon  me  as  a 
monster  :  but  thou  hast  ever  been  my  strong  refuge,  my 
mouth  IS  '■"  ever  full  of  thy  praise  and  glory.  Now  that  I 
am  old  and  my  power  is  spent,  O  leave  me  not  nor  cast 
me  off,  as  my  deadly  enemies  fancy  thou  hast  done ;  for 
in  their  secret  ecjiiclaves  they  say,  "  His  god  has  left  him; 

1  Vv.  1-3  =  31  :  1-3. 

-  Emend  3a  in  accoril.mce  with  31  :  zh. 

>  V.  6.  ,f.  2.'  :  1  .. 

♦  In  6c,  instead  .-f  "my  praise  (shall  be),"  read  perhaps  by  a  very  slight 
change,  "my  ''I'A'  (has  l)een)  " 

*  \'.  8;   ur  it  may  be  a  wish,  "  may  my  muuth  be     .     .     ." 
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the  r.saliiiists 


rsalm  71  :  22 


let  us 
hill! 


I  <Iiase  him  and  seize  Mm.  for  there  is  none  to  h.Ip 
O  ,c  not  far  from  me.  O  n>y  Clod,  come  and  help 


-sp^diiy..  nr,n,...»eand;:;;;n:-::^:;;;^^^ 

"pon  those  who  hate  me  and  seek  mv  rum  ^ 

Hm.  as  for  me.  I  u-iij  wait  patiently  and  tjiadly  for  thec  s        , 
prajsm,  thee  more  and  more.  tHlin,A.on.,m,.,,  \   J       ;,' Sfel'n 

-.      hme  alone.       /;,.   ,hy  j^oodness  ,„  „,,  thou   has 

^-<  U  „,e  to  pra.s.  ,hce  from  my  earh-.t  davs,  .-md  1  la'^ 
ever  been  re.Iy  ,..  t.ll  the  story  of  ,hy  wondrous  kmdn  ss 

''■''■•'-■-l.ylov.M,!l,a,no^ia^d,.ray.^■mdI       e^^^ 
-^andIw,lltdl,oeonnn,,..„eratKL\heM,.      ,       ! 

Uu.Jd.nah:   <!-..  doest  great  thin,,s.  ti,v  powe.- and 
1.)    r  ^h.eousness  reach    h,,h   heaven.     Trouli.  ,„„„., 
tlKH.  hast  mdeed  caused  me  to  see,  but  thou  w.k    J   ve 

-  asam  and  lift  me  out  of  , he  depths,  increasm.i 
h'.n.rand   restorm.,.  me  to  comfort  once  a,v-.in  ■  and   O 
n.y    .od.  I  uHl  acknowledge  thy  faithfulness'  n     ;a  se  up 
on  the  harp  and  cuhern,  thou  Holy  One  of  Israel      wTh 

il'ereis  no  contradiction  lxt«-een  vv.  ,-    i„,l  .    if  .,. 

:X..^;^^l?':::r;:;v;:,:■■-'" — -" 
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The  Messages  of 


« 


my  lips  aTuI  with  my  heart.  I  will  sine-  thy  praisr  as  my 
reck'cnuT,  and  f  shall  in  v.r  cease  to  speak  of  thy  riijlit- 
eous  love  in  appointing  to  shame  and  confusion  all  who 

seek  my  rum. 

I  \.   Fo>    !"> e^ryv.ition  as  of  Old  (f]) 

Sore  distress      With  a  loiid  \oiic  I  try  lo  my  ( ioij  in  '!if  assunii're  that 

'  ^  lie  will  hear  me.     In  my  distress  1  seek  the  Loid,  praying 

in  the  nij,dit  with  outstretched  hands  unreasinj^ly  ;  hut  my 

soul  refuses  to  be  comforted.     The  thouj^ht  of  God  makes 

me  sigh  and  covers  my  sjiirit  with  i^loom. 

Appeal  t.)  Wlieii,  troubled  and  s[)tei  hiess.  I  sleep  nut  in  the  nit,'ht, 

as  i)c  ha.,1  ■ '  I   think   of  tile  days  of  old.  lommiming  with  mine  own 

pasMvio*)'    '"■'"■'•  •'"■^  '  -'^'^  myself  whether  the  Lord  is  i;oing  to  cast 

lis  off   forever,  and  be  i;raiKnis   no  more.       In  his  ani^cr 

will   he  utterly  for.i^et  his  mercy  and  his  faithfulness,  and 

close  his  heart  to  pity  }     Ah  !  this  it  is  that  wounds  me,  1 

said,— tliat  the  right  hand  of  the  most  High  is  no  longer 

the  same.' 

^ehovah'i         But  i  will  Call  to  mind  the  wonders  which  thou  hast 

'vrMir'a'urthe 'If^'ie  in  the  days  of  old.  and  deeply  ponder  them.     Ah! 

u'r^'i'rearly  ^'''■'' '  ^'^^  ^^'''>'  "'''"^  majestic.  tilou  luulst  HO  peer  among 

:  .,vM^  the  g.uls  ;  for  thou  wast  a  Goii  who  did  marvels,  thou  didst 

Show  thy  power  m   the   world   in  the  redemption  of  thy 

'  In  V.  lo.   instea'l  of 'the  years  uf   ihe  right  hand  of  the  mosi  High," 
it  is  better  to  translate  "  the  change,"  etc. 
'  At  the  exodus. 

228 


the  P.\,i/)iiis/s 


Psalm  Xo  :  6 


P-'I>I<-  I.y  thy  strong  ,a,n.      N..  „„n,.r  .li<|  ,1,.  u^tfrs  ... 
t  y/l-ul  for,..  „u,.  „„,•  .vcv  ,r..ub,.,,  ...U  q  .^eU    o 


n 


i    /•■<'/  ///<•  I'reu-tv 

l'<  arki'ii,    thdii  jjl 
in  thy  ^lory 


more 


ition  ,/  Israel,  /elun^^h's  V, 
plit.-nl-i;,n]  :    ajip 


n(  (8o) 


Kl'-nous'    Sh 


li'Tto  US  ill  JiKiah,  and 


''  --trtii-tli  hclor,-  I 


arl.'  and 


.r   oiU-c  A  p.avi-r  fo 


(■( 


() 


J'. 


■lil    of    lliisfs 


■iiik-  and  savt'  iis  all. 


unit 


witli  thy  ,i,'ra(  ion:,  f, 
f)  Jfl.ovah   of   hosts,   i 


rcstdic    lis 


.  Jehdvalj's 
saving  pre*. 


and 


that 


shine   upon  us 


'"'  We  nia 


l)rayers  of  thy  pcop 


with  the 


'•"■iit  and   drink.     Ou 

""I  it  is  all  thv  doii 


low 


y  !),■ 


d. 


Ion 


■^    i'^  thine  aiii 


'x\-  to 


Alnindani  t 


a^.t  Ti„ 


r  enemies  iikh  k  '  am 


tar>  arc  our 

J^'^T    at     UN 


■■leni.iii, 
(h 


of 


'del 


I'c.Jiilcat 
■  "I  .ili'i 


'Jf  this  is  the  real  eml.lt  ,s  m.Tc-  tl 


appeal 


li'CuiiliiHie;     Ul 


of  thy  power  tu  il.iy  as  il 


liy  !•'  It   IMl  S.J 


'la"    iiMially  abrupt.      U 


wl 


ly  is  Iheie 


e  expect  the 


J.I. 


'  t-herubini 


liere  was  in  the  d.iys  uf  .Musrs' 


iKi  -ui.h  revel. 


ttiun 


'vah  rides  (i8  ;  ,o) 


(v.  I)  is  cither  an  all 


phraii] 


■re  •e«arded  perl 


and   Manasseh 


<jr  a  reininisteiice  .jf  il 


u-'i"  11  tuthe  tliu.id 


are  taken   t 


Ih 

"r,  wilh 


'laps  111  an  ideal  aspect 


lie  arlc. 
represent  the 


er  cluud.  on  winch 


n.jrt'iern  k 


-u,nakest,l,e,n  (scornfully)  nud  their  head"  (I 


wtaiigic  about 


present  text.  "  fl 


Us  IV.  o;. 


ou  niakest  us  a  bone  of 


in({do 


y  emended  lexi): 


luntentioii,"  ih, 


th 


ey 


Psalm  So  :  7 


TJic  Messages  of 


Israel.  I.ii 
vmc,  hus 
lict-n  l.ii.l 
waste  (8-1  \) 


I 


O  Jehovah  of  hosts,  restore  us  and  sliine  upon  us  with 
t!iy  ^racn)us  face,  that  so  we  may  l)e  saved. 
Israel,  thy  vine,  thuu  didst  l^riny  out  of  Ki^ypt,  and  plant 
ill  the  l.uid  of  Canaan,  elearin.i,'  the   .i^round  for  lier   by 
drivm-  away   thr   native  pcoi)k-s       Slu-  .struck    lier   roots 
deep    and  ovvr.spirad  the  land,  c(n-.Tiny   tlie    mountains 
with  lier  shade,  and  with  iier  yi.mt  braiuhes,  '  andshootin.i; 
her  boughs  ;is  far  as  tlie  .sea  and  liie  distant  Iuii)hrates.' 
0  wiiy  then  hast  thou  torn  down  lier  fence,  ■'  and  left  her 
for  every  traveller  to  pluck  .^     ir.cn  the  wild  boar  tramples 
her.  and  the  beasts  eat  her  up. 
^^Z^      ^^  Jehovah  of  hosts,    turn  a.^ain,  we  pray,   look  down 
tiuMof  the     from  heaven  upon  this  vine;  if  our  j)I       ■  be  not  enouk;n, 
v'"«=<M-/>  look  with  thine  own  eyes  upon  its  dewi.tation,  and  take 
It  into  thy  gracious  keeping.     I'lant  again  the  vin      liou 
didst  plant  of  y(,re  '     the  vine  which  is  now  burnt  and 
hewn  down-and  restore   the   pcojjle  who  are  perishing 
before    thine    angry    face.     Le-    thy   protecting    hand   be 
over    the    men    whom    thou    iiast    reared   to   manhood's 
strength.'' 


'  1  Ills  >s  the  Kenera!  m.;aiilnK  of  v.  ,o,  but  the  detail  is  nut  v>  clear-  eithi-. 
(.)<uvenn«  the.-dars  nf  (Jod  t'..'  .  the  k;i.-i„t  cedars)  iv.th  h.-r  branch  ,  ..r(ii» 
her  brandies  were  cedars  of  God.  that  „,  sigantic.  In  the  furiner  ca^e,  the 
cellars  (.,f  I.ebano.o  will  represent  th-  north,  as  the  mountains  do  the  south. 

»  Ihe  ideal  limits  of  the  empire  ;  the  sea  is  the  Medittrraiiean. 

'  That  Is,  destroyed  the  kiiiKdum  of  Jud.ih. 

*  isli  appears  to  lie  inadvertently  cupieii  from  17b. 

•'Ihat  is.  Israel  (cf.  v.  15). 
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Psalm  8 


5  :9 


O  grant  our  request  and  we  will  not  depart  from  tliee  a   n     , 
ITeserve  ns  in  l,f..  and  v,e  uHl  honor  thee  in  worsil  "-'-^"c' 

O  Jehovah  of  hosts,  restore  ns  and  shine  upon  us  with  '"' "'' 
tliy  Krac.ous  face,  that  so  wc  may  be  saved. 

15.     For  Restoraiion  and  Forgiveness  (85) 

Once.  O  our  (^od.  thou  didst  show  ■  favor  to  our  hnr)   ,  u      . 
i.y  sfll.n,  thn.  an,er  against  us.  gracious,;  t^^  ^^ - 
■vns,  and  bruising  thy  people  back  from  exile  faroM?-;)"' 

Once  agam  give  over  tlune  anger,  and  restore  us  ■  or  a 
-!t  thou  chensh  thy  wrath  agai^t  us  fore'.^    O  w^  ™ -'' 
"^u  not  b    .g  thy  people  back  again  from  the  gates  ,f '"-'-"^-'^ 
eath.  and  ...ake  then>  glad  m  thee  }     Show  us  thy  mercy. 

0  o':r  (.od,  and  save  us.  ^ 

1    tremble   with   expectancy  to  hear  what  answer   the  v      ,  . 
-^hty  Jehovah  w,ll  n.ake  to  n,y  praver.'^     (Pause  )'     N    v  ^'«-- 

1  know  that  it  will  bean  answer  of  peace-peace  to  his'''"'"'' 
;"yal  people  that  turn  their  hearts  to  him.*    V,s,  assuredly 

'-  will  soon  save  those  who  fear  him.  and  honor  the  land 

-  tor  a  very  smular  passage,  cf.  Hal,    2  .  i  fl 

'  He  waits  arul  listens. 

•The  Hebrew  text  uf  v.  R,  which  in    clause  c  is  rather  .u.,a,isf  .ct.rv 

i.e.r!i .:;;;.    - '  • ""  •"  '^  """^'  '^^ '-  ■"""  •"•" «-"  "-- 


^ 


--:S 


n 


331 


Psalm  85  :  9 


•'•? 


Prayer  to 
the  (;(,d  ijf 
pity  (1-7) 


TJic  Messages  of 


by  his  slorious  presence.'  In  the  golden  -lays  so  soon  to 
dawn,  men  will  Ix-  kind  and  loyal  to  each 'other,  whil^ 
from  heaven  salvation  and  her  si.ter  pea.-e  will  shower 
their  l.lessin,t,.s  down  upon  them.  Yes.  faithfulness  w^' 
?prm,i,r  up  amon.t,r  men  like  a  ,m,lden  liarvest.  and  salvation 
will  look  down  upon  the  happy  earth  from  the  windows  of 
heaven.  Jehovah  will  send  his  bkssin.i^r.  and  his  land  will 
yield  her  harvest.  He  will  pass  throu,^h  the  land,  attended 
by  peace  and  salvation  salvation  .tjoinj;  as  herald  before 
him,  and  peace  ''  following  in  the  track  of  his  steps. 

16.  For  Guidafiit-  and  I'lWor  (,S6)' 
Hear  me,  O  my  God,  for  I  am  poor  and  needy.  Trc- 
serve  thy  servant  who  loves  tlK-e  and  trusts  in  tlue.  Thou 
art  my  Cod.  !)e  ,<,M-acious  to  me,  for  I  cry  to  tliee  con- 
tinually. M;,ke  ,i;Iad  thy  servant  who  lon,<(s  for  thee  ;  for 
thou  art  ,t,n)(xl  and  fort,nvin,ir  and  rich  in  mercy  to  all  that 
call  upon  thee.  Give  e.inics:  heed,  O  my  'led,  to  my 
loud  su[)plication.  In  lime  of  distress  I  call  upon  thee, 
for  thou  dost  .answer  me. 

There  is  no  God  like   thee,  and  no    works  like  thine. 

nations  ;  they  shall  come  before 

'  It  is  not  r,„l,e  rrr.nin   wh.-th.r.  in  v.  q,  ,l,e  ^l.Ty-  that  .5  to  dwell  in  tho 

-anti,  ,s  ,m,,lirii!y  c„ntr.>.tc.|  with  the  existing-  sl,.,me-Klon-  in   .1  Renrnl 

S„sr-or  whether  it  refer,  to  jehov.h's  own  «lory,  ,h.,t  is,  his  presence. 

So  by  a  simple,  but  very  i,rob.-»ble  emend.ition. 

•This   psalm   is  composed,    almost    exclusively,  of     citations    from  the 
rsalter. 


Jehovah  is 

the  only  Cud  „, 

(8-10)  Iliou  art  the  creator  of  a 
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1 'sal 111  88  :  3 


tin 


Prcsfticr,  and  d,,  Imnihle  h 


tlii'ii  art  -rcat  and 


ton 


a  worker  of 


alone. 


la^f  to  tliy  n: 


tnic 


f'or 
luu  art  (ind 


l'i''i'li  inc.  then,  ti: 


k'arti 


ly   un 


)'  wav.  tliat  I 


"''  with   thos 


m 


I'raise  tlicj,  O  Lord 


^viio    fear   thy 


^ly  Walk  thcrr 


thy 


name  forever;  fo 


'">■  ('I'd.  with  all  my  1 


iianit 


n.  and  p 

1    ui 


'r.iycr  f,, 


ainl  f.i 


nie   from 


i>an(i.s  o 


;  tor  HI  thy  ^reat 
t'u--  depths  of  tlR.  "nnd 


y  heart,  and  huiKjr  ("-'7; 
"ve  thou  hast  saved 


f  hauylity  and 


■rworld.     u 


violent  and  unsc 


nsen  up  a.^^ainst  me  to  take  n,v  lif. 
■irt  a  (,o(i  of  pity  and 


Tupulous  nirn 


my   God, 


but  tl 


•ind  love  and  faithful,, 


Mi'ace,  a  (^.d  ,jf 


have 


lou,  O   [.ord. 


nicrcy,  and  end 


K'rant  me  a  s: 


"'■  me  with   tliv 


:i')()undin,o:  patieaee 


in 


«"  that  t 


'■iii'inies  be  put  to  si 


"-■  issue  will  Ix 


"I"  t'>  riie.  thy  servant, 
f^rength   and   lidp,  and 


n 

I 
I 


^'"(i.  hast  helped  and  comfui 


lame,  when  the-  scj  I 


,M<;od,  and  let 


mine 


ted  me. 


low  thou,  O 


my 


17.    The  Prayer  of  Despair  (88) 


!Cer  s 


-•-"■isexceed,n,si-ix:i  :::^:,2^';''"^''^^^ 

P^a!m,-.,„.-,keu.res„ve   vah  "        ""'    '''■"^'"'y  ^   ^""e.  tive 

>'»-.  •'%Hea«s.u,,„i,xS':::!::;r::::;;^::;^:^ -^  ^^-p'^ — 


Psalm  88  :  4 


The  messages  of 


fL 


my  lioine  is  already  amonff  the  dead,'  l,ke  the  slain  in  th,  ir 
jjraves  whom  tlu.u  hast  furj,r„tten  -eut  off  from  tliy  pro- 
teetin.i;  hand.  Tliou  hast  set  nie  at  the  bottom  of  the  un- 
derworld, ainon.i;  the  shadows  ck-rj)  and  dark.  Thou 
hast  suffered  the  billows  of  thine  ■Au^^vv  to  reaeh  me  ;  iho,, 
hast  made  me  an  abomination  to  my  friends,  .so  that  they 
will  not  come  near  ine,'  and  f  am  as  a  pri.soner,  unable  to 
go  out.  .Mine  eyes  are  wasted  with  sorrow,  as  1  eall  on 
thee  witli  outstretehed  hands  continually. 

."  jJi;;;:"',  ,  *-*  ''"'''  '"''•  """  '  l'^'"''''' '  f"""  t'>""  '••'"^t  ^vork  no  wonder 
t..  s.ne  him  '"i"  die  (lead,  nor  can  the  shades  arise  and  praise  tl 
(;:;■;/-"'  No  story  of  thy  love  and  f aithfuhu-ss  ean  be  told  in  ,,„ 
cruel  yravc.  In  the  dark  land  of  fr.rijetfuhuss  there  can 
be  no  revelation  of  thy  wondr-uis  jiower  to  save.  There- 
fore, while  1  am  yet  ahve,  I  ( ry  in  the  morning  to  thee  for 
help. 

'l^^:::^      '\  ^'''>'  ^'^^^  ''^'^^'  f^--^^''^^  "^^  ^^^J  I'i':^  tin-  face  from 

(iesol.ui,.,,      nic.      l-(jr  from  my  youth  I  have  been  wrefhed  and  at 

^'^-  the  pouu  of  death.^     TLy  terrors  .are  upon  me,  thev  have 

robbed  me  of  my  senses.     Thy  tierce  and  awful  an.t^.r, 

like   a   surgin.v;   Hood   continually   njund  about  me,   has 

swept  me   into  destruction.     Those  who  love  me   thou 


lee. 

tlie 


>  Instead  „f  "free"  (.A.  V  )  or  "est  off  "  (R.  V.)  amo„«  ,he  deaJ,  we 
should  i.rob..l,ly  emend  t„  "  I  am  reckoned,"  ur  "have  been  made  to  dwcU 
with,  the  dead." 

'  As  if  'le  were  a  leper. 

•See  Hole  on  71  :  iS  l[).  2;;). 
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i.'^f  put    far  away   from   me,   and   darkiic 


Psalm  1:3  :  I 


Iru-nd 


?S    IS 


my  only 


IS.   J- or  n  liver, 


\\ 


'Hie  from  Siinder  (120) 


nif, 


•11   I  (ti-hI  to  Jehovali  ill  mv  d 


0  1 


lear  me  a'^iin,  my  (iod, 
t'lni^uf  of  cahimny  and  falsehood 


stress,  lie  answcrt-d 


:md  deliver  mc  from  tht 


h'li 


th! 


^hal 


'^  liast  sole.nniv  sworn  '  to  pmiish  the  slanderer,  and 
1  be  the  mantier  of  his  punishment 


Iiiin  over  to  th 
house  tiiou  wilt 


Al 


(.'  sharp  .arrows  nf  hi^ 
«-ive  to  the  tlames. 


tliou  wilt  1^ 


warrior  foe,  and  his 


IS  :  that  my 
heathen  men 


and 


the  enemies  of 


!ii!i;rimai,re  is   spent  amont^   barbaro 


nave  ( 


peace,     I  .am  for  p 


iwelt  lom,"-  enoutjh 


us 


I  speak  of  it,  they  are  for 


eace 


but.  tl 


amdiiij 
le  nioii'.eiu 


Kr.iul's 
pr.iyer  f.  .r 
ilt-'hverauie 
(■,^0 

riie  ilivine 
,  llcil.Utyupun 
lyirii,  .iiiii 
tre.'ii  htry 

Tlie  s.iiiness 
"f  the  life  uf 
the  piuus 
(i-7) 


w.ar. 


19-    I'or  Divi 


'ne  Pity  ({2},) 


To  whom  ran  we  look  but  to  thee?     L 


"  we  1 


ift  up  our  eyes,  ()  tiiou  whcjse  i 


nto  thee,  then 


'  Su  Duhi 
secured  liy 
Words :  "  A 

'  I'hese  \\ 


lome  is  in  liea\ 


en 


If  this  l)e  t 


.1    '•in^ile    I  ]\. 


)e  too  modern,  posslhl 


nine  in   the  d 


y  a  better  parall 


lii.aint.iiK  e>,  he  ti; 


ivi-.i..i;  ,)f  the  letti 


uKl  1,1 


:!■-  removed' 


•  verses  .-jre  very  ,,l)scii 


(I  e. 


thou  h 


leljsm  Wo 
rs  of  the  List  tv 


Ismel  long- 
'"Mly  [)r.iys 
for  the  divine 
pity  (,.4) 


uiicert.iin.     Hut  ■•  what  shall  he  j;i 


and   the  precise 


ast  removed). 


".eemst.j  be  modelled 


on  tlie  forinida  f 


■e  thee  and  what  shall  he   adrl 


nieanlni;   is  quite 


more  al 


uai) 


'  etc. 


IS.  "  Jch.A-ahdos, 


to  thee?" 
ti'it,,  me  and 


'  Meshech  (C 


(i;en. 

be  symbolical  ;  th 


?),  bet 


:ween  the  lilai  k  S 


S  :  13).  an  Arabian  tribe.     'I'hes 


'ea  and  the  Caspi 


Ked.i 


literally. 


e  peoples  they   reorese 


names  are  perhaps  meant  i 


M   are   to,,  far   apart  to  be  taken 


unless  the  song  was  intended  to  be  sun,;  Ly  the  iJi 
2J5 


spersion. 


i 


r 


I'saliii  123  :  2 


•'^ 


"^  nfessi.,n 
"t  .  h.Mlike 
illlmility 


Ccinfiilenre 
in  Gud  (j) 


Wli.it  Jcho 
vah  dill   f,,r 


7yie  Afi'ssnors  of 


As  .arn..s,lyas  a  servant  watch.s  tlK- hand  of  Ins  .naster. 

.    .h  for  a  s,^nf^on,th.c^  o,n-(;n,l,n.,lu.  !,,,..,!',,,  ,hou 
^'Itslunvnsthypuy.     <' pity.  ,my  us.  „nr  Cod  ;  for  we 
have  tasted  enough  of  .lu-  bitterness  of  scorn,  enouyl.  of 
tlie  .ontenipt  of  the  proiui  tiiat  are  at  ease. 

20.  For   Child  like  Confidence  in  Jehovah  ^3,) 
My  heart  is  not  han,^hty,  O  tiiy  Cod.  nor  do  I  wear  a 
o   y  look,  nor  deal  with  thin,.s  too  ,reat  and  h,^h  for  me. 
M    sou    was  hke  a  troubled  sea  ;  bt.t  now  I  have  n,ade  it 

sni   and  qu.et,  and  ,t  hes  la  a  happy  p..ace,  like  the  weaned 
-I'll'l  that  rests  on  his  mother's  i)osom. 

0  '^''''^■l.li"lH' in  thy  Cod.  now  and  evermore. 
::■.   For  DcUveyancc  f>om  Scant  and  Per  section  (44)' 
From  the  days  <,f  the  olden  time,  the  story  of  all   that 

nil    (lulct      O    /■...!      :-     .11,  ' 


Israel  ill    th._-i"OU    dust,    O    (;od      in    rhp    J-m-c    ,A  i      ^  , 

early  days     ,,     ,    ,    ,  '         ^"^  *-'''>  ^  '*'  "iir  fathers,  has  been 


early  days      i  ,      • 

(,.jj     ^      lianded 


down  to  us 


lowl'V  thy  nn'.ijhty  hand  thou  didst 


tear    up  the  peoples  of  Canaan  by   the  roots  and    crush 

hem.  plantm,  our  fathers  in  th.ir  places  and  causing  them 

o  spread  abroad      For  surely  it  was  not  their  own' word 

th.t  won  the  land,  nor  their  own  arm  the  victory;  Intt  it 

><»f,hc   rcniai.iinK   Psalms   in  this  sroiip  (44,   ,.    ,„    ,,    ,,    . 
MA   1.   is  .,i«My  pr„,.aMe   ,„at  .he  firs,  .Lie   J  '  ij'  ^  Tr;^!     17"' 
and  quite  possible  ,li,.t  th,-   ,.lurs  arc  also    .1,   „   .  •  M-'"abea„ 

is,  in  the  nature  .i  :he  case.  u,ia.t:.nah,e  '    "    """'  '^"  '"^'  "  P°"" 
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vv.is  tliy  mi-!itv  arm  ih. 


Psalm  44  :  3 


iliat  smiled  u 


ip""  tlicm  ill  lov, 


It  <-nnqti(TC(l.  and  thy  .^rpa.ious  fa 


ce 


It  was  thou,  my  kinj;  and 
victories  of  Israel.     I -is  tl 


iriist  bar. 


our 


fo 


niy  God,  who  didst  ordain  th 

lou  who  (iost  strenn-then  us  to 


P  Israel's  un- 
alj.iied  run- 


'es  and  stan 


fi.i 


Il'ik'c  in  hi 


ivc  nu;  the  vii  lo 


also  the    confusion   of 


always  boast  in  thee,  and 


trust  m  my  bow  or  sword  to  ^ 
victory  comes  from    thee,  as 
foes ;  therefore  we 
name  continually. 

Vet,  despite  our  praises  of   th_. 

didst  for  our  fathers,  thou  hast  rejected  us^'the 
and  disgraced  us,  by  nfusin.i,-  to  a 
I'attle.      Tiiou  hast  put  us  to  n. 


>  upon  them  ;  lor  never  do  I  power  (4-8) 


Ty.      Our 


our 
praise  thv 


ee,  and  the    work 


thou  Israel's  pres- 


ir  cluldr( 


■  ami  --iitFor- 


o  acronipany  our  armies  to  '"ss  W-io) 


plunder  us  »     rhei 


ul  lx-fi)re  tin    foe  :  they 


ir  heart's  content.     Thou  li.ist 


"!'  like  sheep  to  be  butchered,  .and 


about 


the  world,      Th 


paltry  price,  yea,  for 


ou  hast  sold  thin 


and  jeer  at  us 


a  mere  sont^     Our 


,Mvcn  us 

s  as  slaves 

le  own  people  for  a 


S'attcred  u 


IK 


1; 


■eryone  shakes  his  head 


we  are  a  byword  throu 


scornfullv  at 


ii(;inL'' 


confu 


,l,^     i  am  continuallv  overw 


,i4liout 
us,  and 


■i'^dibors  mock 
world. 


IS  a 


II  tl 


sion  of  f, 


helmed    with 


ic 


assail  me  with  their  word 


c;    for   the  scorner  ami 


shame  aiu 


With  e 
All  tl 


md   the  enemy  ylar 


the  blasphemer 


Cent. 


yes  that  bode  veni>eance 
!S  misery  has  come  upon  us.  thou^rh 


■s  at  me 


We   I 


ave  not  fop'otten  t 


We 


be 


HI  no-  Israel  faith- 


covenant. 


:iec 


In  t 


10 


'U,i;ht  antl  in  i\,;x([ 


"1  thy  ways,  and  yet  thou  hast  thrust 
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or  been  false  to  the  ___,,, 
we  have  lovallv  walked  *'7-") 


fill  UMto 

Lleatli 


us  into  the  deep 


'"-I 


Psalm  44  :  TQ 


TJic  Messages  of 


r.i<.  ■.innate 
prayer  f.  ,r 
(lelivrr.une 


darkness  of  tlic  uil.lcrnrss  where  the  wild  beasts  arc.  If 
we  had  really  forjjotten  thee,  O  our  Co.l,  and  stretched 
out  our  hands,  in  worsliip.  to  another,  woi.ldest  ihn,,  not 
have  seanhed  that  out  .^  for  thou  knowest  the  secrets  of 
the  luart.  lUit  tiiou  knowest  well,  ()  (;„d,  that  it  is  for 
our  loyalty  to  thee  that  we  are  hem,;  slaii.  continually  and 
counted  no  better  than  sheep  for  the  siaus-hter. 

Thou  art  sleeping.  Lord,  awake,  arise,  reject'us  not  for- 
ever. O  why  art  thou  turnin-  thy  back  upon  us  ^  why 
art  thr.u  for^^ettins  our  "1  pres.sinn  and  mis,TV=  for-body 
and  soul-we  are  humbled  to  the  dust,  f)  r'ise,  help,  and 
redeem  us,  for  thy  mercy's  sake. 

2  2.    l-o>   Ihli7'cr,uia-  from  I'l, aider  and  Spoliation  (-74) 
0  our  (M,,!,  art  thou  not  our  Shepherd,  and  are  we  not 

.^n.  Mphis       :tTl''  "'!'  ""'"'  '       ''■''^'  '■"'    "    '''"^^   --'"S-   hot. 

people  (..3)   '"'"  \\hy  liast  thou  cast  us  (,ff  so  ulterlv.5    Remember  thy 
con,t(re,i;ation  which,  in  the  ancient  days!  thou  didst  redeem 
from  the  bonda;^re    of    I't^ypt,  to  be   thine  own  forever. 
Think  of  thine  ancient  home  on  Zion.  now  an  utter  deso- 
lation, and  visit  the   ruins  thereof.      I-verything  in  the 
temple  has  been  dishonored  by  the  enemy. 
Th.  n.a.hcn      They  roar  like  lions  ihrouv^h  the  midst  of  it.  they  set  up 
u,,,,„,h.       tlieir  ensii^ns  upon   it.  fastenin.i,^  them  with   blows  from 
i.ie,  an,i'r7-'  t''^'''  ''•^^■-^  '"t<>  tlie  woodwork  of  tile  door.'      The  carv- 

^  '  '■■  -'';•■""-">•  l;-'hm.     O.I.ers  "  l.e.vinR  the  woodwork  like  a  wood- 
man 111  a  forest.        I  he  text  is  uncertain  (v.  5). 
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11  w  .Vissaiys  of 


ever.  Think  of  thy  covenant  with  thnn  and  pity  tlu-ni  , 
for  cruchy  follows  thcni  into  tlic  dark  pLu  ,  s  wht-rc  they 
take  refiiije.  ()  save  from  si:  uiie  r!iy  p-ople  who  are 
crushed,  and  turn  tluir  sorrow  inio  praise.  Arisi.  0  my 
(iod.  defend  lliy  cause.  ISetlnnk  thee  how  continually 
tliou  art  insulted  l)y  reprobates,  and  for.^et  noi  the  tumult- 
uous clamor  that  (easelessly  risrs  from  tl"ii  rebel  lips. 

23.   For  Help  ill   lUlt.r  .\\     /    79) 

J/u"!".''''  I'^'-'thcn  have  entered  thy  Ian.!,  ()  our  Cod.  desecrated 
then  (14)  thy  holy  temple,  and  laid  Jerus-.iem  h\  rums.  They  have 
Ihr.nvn  out  the  dead  bodies  of  thy  aithful  servants  for 
birds  and  beasts  to  feed  on.  I'nbi.ried  lie  the  corpses 
round  about  Jerusalem  of  those  aIiosc  blcjod  tlv  y  poun  ' 
out  like  water.'  On  every  side  our  r  ighl  .rs  rJvile  anu 
mock  and  jeer. 

(5., J)  flaminj;  indignation  against  us  never  cease  )>   The  heathen 

nations  that  do  not  worship  thee  have  devoured  and  deso- 
lated thy  people.  O  pour  out  thy  wrath  upon  tliem  ;  but 
meet  us  soon  with  thy  pity,  and  remember  not  against  us 
the  sins  of  our  forefathers,'  for  we  arc  mterly'crushed. 
If  not  for  our  sakes.  then  for  thine  own,  come  to  our  help, 
O  God  of  our  salvation.     Come  to  the  defence  of  thine 

'  Vv.  7.  3  are  (jiiote,i  in  i  M.irc.  7:1;,  and  referred  to  the  massacre  of  the 
Hasiila-.ins  by  Alciinns  (i6j  li.  C). 
'  Or  possibly,  "  fot:ncr  sins,"  cf.  v.  9. 
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t  enseance 
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tr.iitor 

(W15) 


Asstiranre 
<jf  ansvvcr 


raise,  hecausr  of  the  clamor  '  of  niy  godless  foes,  as  they 
pliinjrc  me  into  troiilile  in  the  fury  of  their  hatred.  Oh  I 
am  utterly  eoiifounded.  My  heart  is  tliroI)biii^r  fast  m 
deadly  ti  rror.  F  am  trembling;  with  fear,  yea,  overwh.lnuci 
with  horror.  I  lou,^  in  my  heart  for  the  wind's  of  a  dov--. 
that  I  nii.;ht  lly  away,  far  .may,  into  the  wilderness,  and 
rest  !lur<-  in  peace,  es(a|)in.v;  with  all  speed  from  the  raj;- 
iiiK  tempest  withm  the  city,  for.  ni^ht  and  day,  wron.i; 
and  stiife  keep  watch  like  S(  ntinels  u-ion  her  walls. 
Within  the  city  itself  is  evil,  sorrow,  rum  ;  uliile  oppres- 
sion and  fraud  haunt  the  market-pla(e  .ontinually.  O 
Lord,  confuse,  confound  them. 

T.ie  taunts  of  .m  enemy  I  could  h.ive  borne,  the  arro- 
gance of  one  who  hate<i  me  I  could  have  shunned  ;  but 
thou  !  my  comrade,  my  own  f.imiliar  friend,  with  whom  F 
h.ad  intercourse  so  pleasant,  and  who  had  ),rnne  by  my  side 
in  the  throng  to  the  temple.  May  a  swift  and  sudden 
doom,  like  the  doom  that  overtook  Korah,  plunge  theii  in 
their  infamy  down  alive  int(j  the  pit.' 

As  for  me,  F  cry  to  (kni  ;  and  he  will  surely  hear  me. 
when  three  timesad.iy  F  lift  my  plaint  to  him,  and  he  will 
bring  me  safely  out  of  the  sore  battle  where  many  are 
against  me.     Yes,  in  answer  to  my  prayer,  he  who  sii.s 

'  Kmcndeil  text  :  better  than  the  dnul>tful  '■  oppression  "  of  the  text  (v.  -jt. 
»  Thr  la.it  clause  of  v.  15  is  riiffirull,  but  must,  one  w„ukl  think,  have  had 
a  stronger  meaning  in  such  a  context,  than  that  given  in  A.  V,  or  R.  V. 
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vii  tory  attain.'  The  whole  land  trembles  with  the  horror 
of  our  defeat  :  thou  hast  shaken  and  riven  it  as  with  an 
cartiiquakr,  ami  it  is  s'vayiiij;  Id  anil  fro.  ()  h'-al  this  torn 
land  of  ours  a^ain.  Tliou  hast  beset  us  with  hardship. 
'J'hou  hast  ijiven  us  t!ie  intoxieatins;  eup  of  t'aine  an^er  to 
drink,  so  that  we  can  no  more  keep  oui  feet.  Thou  hast 
^ivcn  tiiy  wor^^^.ippers  a  bainier,  to  whic  li  they  may  tlec 
from  tile  enemies'  arrows.'  ()  hear  our  jirayer,  and  come 
to  the  fray  ;  smile  with  l!iy  vietorious  arm,  and  deliver  thy 
brloved.^ 

Fulfil  now  the  ancient  oracle,  which  promised  victory  to 
the  kini;,  and  the  conquest  of  all  the  northern  land  011 
both  sides  oi  the  Jordan — promised,  too,  the  possession  of 
f^phr.iim  the  w.irlikc.  .md  Jiidah  the  leader,  the  humilia- 
tion of  Moab  and  Edom.^  and  the  triumphant  conquest 
of  I'hilistia. 
r-nyrr  for         O  that  this  protnise  might  now  be   fulfilled  !     O  that 

fultihnent  of  i  i     i         i  t-  i         .  ■        ■  t       ,> 

the  or.-icie      soniconc  would   Icad  me   to  l-.dom  s  strong  city!'     But 
(9-12) 

'  P'.ithcr,  til  .11  liast  tii.'ned  us  bac  k  ;  rir,  turn  u^  b.ick.  rjsture  us,  cf.  2b. 

^  V.  4  is  excet'lingiy  ditficuh.  If  the  ai"jve  paraphrase  be  corre<  t,  it  will 
be  uttered  in  liittrr  irony.  Tliis  banner  is  not,  as  it  should  be,  the  rallvinff 
point  for  a  fresh  fiyht.  Ox  the  mcanint;  may  be:  to  rise  up  (that  is,  ap.iiii^-' 
heathen  nations)  in  defence  of  the  truth.  There  are  difficulties  in  I'/n 
translations. 

■•  Vv.  5-12  —  loS  :  fi-n. 

*  To  wash  (miry)  feet  in,  and  cast  (soiled)  shoes  over,  are  expressions  of 
contemi>t.  It  is  said  that  the  tlirowuiy  of  the  shoe  Indicated  claim  to  pob- 
session, 

'^Possibly  Pctia  (the  Stla  oi  iiie  Old  Testament)— almost  inaocc^'-iblc. 
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?8.   For   Ihlr.'cranc- /nnn  the    Ways  0/  //if    //VWv,/ 

( 141 ) 

0  my  Cod,  hasten  k.  niy  1:<  Ip,  and  hrarkm  U>  tlu- umcc 
("f  my  t  ry.  Mav  my  lian'ls  iipliftid  in  prayer  be  as  af-rpt- 
ai)le  to  ihcc  as  tiir  nucn.se  of  evcnim;  sacritice. 

•■'■'i-hi.l,  0  my  (iod,  tliat  the  si^ht  of  th,>  wiektd  sh..u,a 
kad  me  to  be  -uilty  ,,f  imjiatirnl  spceeh,  or  to  assoeiaie 
with  them  in  their  godlessiu:ss.  Never  be  it  mine  to  share 
their  sinful  pleasures. 

A  wound  from  a  .i^uod  nia'i  I  will  take  as  a  kinchiess  •  ' 
a  n  proof  from  him  is  as  welcome  as  oil  to  the  liead  of 
a  t^iust."     I  will  pray  for  him  m  his  eilamity. ' 

Like  the  elods  turned  o\erby  tin-  pl.)u,v;h,  our  bones  are 
seatttivd  on  the  ground,  r.  ady  to  be  devoured  by  the 
i,n-eedy  jaws  of  ihe  uiuler-u (,rid.  Our  eyes  are  towanl 
ther.  m  whom  we  trust.  l',,ur  ,„,,  nut  oin-  iile  like  water 
up.iii  the  .i^round.  O  pres-rve  us  jrom  the  snares  whu  h 
the  WK-ked  liave  laid  for  us;  and  -rant  'hat  they  may 
fall  therein  themselves  uiale  we  pass  jjy  unharmed.' 

29.   /■"();■  Ih-Iiraaju,-  /roiii  Ih-tfr,niiu-dretstcutor';(\\i] 

1-arnestly  do    I   mak.-  my  supplication  to  thee.  ()  niy 

i'.od.  pour'.i.i;  (nit  my  ((niipiaiut  and  lellmj^  my  s,  irow  bc'- 

,';[''-v..7:^.  ^rf.,..,.e;:37.46. 

1  he  pre.  ,se  meaniPK  of  ^d  is  very  uhs,  ure.  while  the  meani„K  ami.  .n- 
i.ert,„n«.f  V.  ».arehop,.!esslydiffirult.  It  is  h.r.Jy  worth  while  .0  enun.ei. 
ate  the  deipcrato  .aiuiipts  to  make  sense  of  this  verse. 
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'■    '^^''   Trnnn/./i  0/  the  Suffrrer  (22) 

<i-pitc  the  loud  <-r,es  t    : J         ^  .    ;^'":;  ,""^     ^^'^^  '-•  ^^^:\  ., 
'-■'^ly  send   up  to  thee  ^     v,  '    '";'   "'«'^^   '   rease- —  (.•«)  " 

K-tten  ;  for  thou  a  the  I  K  0?""^  "  ""  "'"  ^--'^^ 
'h<^  praises  of  tin-  ,ra  e  p  ,  "  "'"''"'  """"^^  "P-^ 
.^-e  by  did  our'  Ll  i  ^  ,  '  '  ""'"  '"  ^'"'  "•''>-^ 
^''oii  put  their  f-uth    nl  '"  '■■""•      '^''-^'^^^  *''^lst 

^°  '"  "'^  '"^'^'^  „,e   with   their  gaping 
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nioutiis  aiul  wa^siriR  heads.  Fluy  lat'iu  iir-  f,,r  my  .  ti- 
tHicncf  in  tluc.  ••  Let  liini  roll  iiis  ca.  upon  Jehovah," 
they  say,  ■'  let  liim  (lelr.vr  hmi,  since  lie  is  pleasi  '  with 
liini." 

()  niv  Coch  hast  thou  not  been  lie  provkiencc  of  nil  my 
ife.^  It  was  thou  that  didsi  hring  me  out  <  f  tlie  wonih, 
and  a^'.uie  me  of  life  on  the  bosom  of  ni  mother.  On  thy 
eare  I  was  cast,  as  soon  as  I  was  born.'  and  from  tha:  day 
to  ihis,  ih,,u  hast  been  my  God.  He  not  far  from  me,  for 
trouble  is  nii^Ii.  and  there  is  no  on(     .>  help  me. 

Mine  enemies  have  surrounded  me  Iik>  mi.s^hty  bulls  of 
li.t.h.ui.  They  come  at  me  with  their  j^apin.tj  jaws  like 
ravemn,-,  roarin.i;  !io„s  ;  the  caitiffs  .^.^ther  al)out  me  like 
wild  and  hun-ry  do.^s.  Hy  reas.  ;  of  their  clamor  and 
cruelty,  my  body  is  utterly  wasied  away.  The  strength  and 
saj)  of  my  life  are  s;one.  my  throat  is  dried  up.  my  tonj^ue 
cleaves  to  my  palat.-.  tliry  -■  .are  bringim,^  mc  dowli  to  the 
prave.  My  hands  and  feet  they  have  pierced,'  1  can  count 
all  my  bones  ;  whil<-.  as  for  mine  enemies,  they  fe.ast  their 
cruel  eyes  upon  me.  Like  robbers,  they  strip  me  bare  and 
divide  mv  ,i;a-ments  among  them,  casting  lots  for  that 
wliieh  they  cannot  divide. 
l-inaWppe.,1      I'.ut.  O  my  (iod,  1  entreat  -hee  to  be  near  to  me.     O  my 

save(,9-.,,)        >  .\„   allusion  to  the  rust.™   in  virtu,  uf  which  the  father  formally  ac 
kiiowleilj.'eii  the  nfiv-hoi,i  chiM. 
=  Hy  an  easy  change,  for  "  thou." 

>()r  poss.hly  •'di.fitured/'     A,  .,ny  rate,  the  versions  leave  httle  doubt 
that  instead  of  the  phrase  -  hke  a  lion  -  (in  v.  ,6)  we  ought  to  .ead  a  verb 
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Psahnists 


Psalm  2:;  :  29 


-■  ■  n.^nh.  ha^^ten  to  my  help,  and  save  me  from  ^h.  power 
-'f  t  ese  dogs.  Save  me  fron,  tiu-  mouth  uf  the  Uons  save 
me    from  the  horns  of  the  unicorns. 

Thou  hast  heard  n,y  prayer,  and  I  w,ll  gratefully  declare  v.u:. 
t  y  name  among   n>y  brethren   assembled    for   uorshin  '^^^■ 
All  ye  that  worship  Jehovah,  ye  children  of  Israel   praise '"-"'" 
■^^^»  ^v,:  ;  me  and  glorify  and  fear  hin,.     For  he  d'd  notK'. 
turn  away  ,n  contempt  from  my  misery,  but  he  heard  and 
answered  my  cry  for  help.     It  is  the  victory  wrought  by 
...  that  msp.rcs  my  s„ng  of  praise  in  the  great  assom. 
1'1.\.  and      shall  pay  my  vows  in  the  presence  of  all  who 
^-rsh.p   h,m.     The  downtrodden  shall    be    l,lessed  w.th 
^'iHmdance.     As  they  love  Jehovah,  so  shall   they  have 
reason  to  praise  him.  and  to  hft  up  their  hearts  in  ever- 
lasting  joy. 

■utl,  u.ll  be  moved   by  Jehovah's  marvellous  grace  to-"^"^'"^-' 
'-.'  ^!  to  remember  him  and  turn  to  him  and  bow  in  horn-  '^"".u^Tfhis 

alone  shall   everv  knee   be   bowed-all   the  poor  of  the""  ^^^"^'^ 
earth,  and  all  who  are  ready  to  die.  and  all  who  Le  ol  a 

i49 


Psaliii  22  :  29 


'I'lic  Messages  of 


<? 


Prayer  for 
pri-'Siiv.iiion 
of  Israel, 
ami  piiniili- 
ment  of  tlie 
wicked  (1-5) 


Thaiiksfjiv- 
inn  f,,i  aii- 
swi-rej 
prayei  (6,7) 


despondent  spirit.'  All  Israel  shall  serve  him,  .nd  the 
story  of  th^-  Lord's  Kreat  victory  shall  be  told  to  the  com- 
ing generation,  and  to  generations  yet  unborn. 

2.  Help  a-ainst  the   IVickcd  (28)* 

To  thee  I  ,Ty.  thou  mi.i^hty  Cod.my  defence.    O  hearken 
and  answer.  <.r  thy  s.lence  will  bn,,:;  :>;e  (!:r.vn  to  the  ^rw 
0  hear   my  loud  entreaty,  wh.n  I  cry  with  ha.Kis   out- 
stretched toward  the  place  where  th-Mi  art  throned  '     For 
l^id  that  I  should  share  the  fate  of  those  wicked,  godless 
ones,  who  hide  their  cruel  purposes  beneath  fair  word. 
Give  them  what  they  deserve  :  do  to  them  as  they  hav^ 
done  CO  others.     They  think  they  can  v,o  on  with  impunity 
Jor  they  have  no  insight  into  the  wavs  of  Jehovah's  work- 
ing, nor  do  they  reflect  that,  instead  of  building  them  up 
he  will  tear  them  down. 

My  prayer  has  been  heard.     HIessed  be  Jehovah     my 
mighty  defender.     Jn  him  1  trusted,  and  h.  sent  me  the 

'  V.  ,9  f.,irly  bristles  with  textual  d.mculties.     Whether  the  "  fat  ot,es  of 
the   earth      mean  the  powerful  heathen,  or,  in  .on.ideraf,  ,n  of  the  context 
shouMbeetnende.lto..thepoor,'..san   ,,pen    question.     The   mean";    I 
clause  c  .s  .  xceed.nKly  don.......      Th.  .,:,.  „.ac„cally  certain  .h.n«  in  the 

verse  .s  -ha.  the  four  Hebrew  consonants  rendered  by  -  shall  eat  •  should 
be  d.vuied  into  two  words  of  two  consonants  each,  and  be  translated  '■  ... 
nini  alujie. 

'.^  A  ciillective  psalm  ;   cf.  vv.  8,  y. 

'The  innermos.  r.,oM.  of  the  ten.ple ;   equivalent  to  the  holy  of  hoHe.-here 
used  probably  tor  the  temple  itself. 
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the  Psalmists 


Psalm  5^)  :  4 


iK Ip  that  has  rojoiml  my  heart  and  tou-hcl  .ny  lips  to 

Jehovah  is  the-  sfvn^th  of  his  pe.,pi..,-'  ti   ■o„,„mot-nt  p         , 
^-•,ourofhisano,.n.l..     ^.^.  .LI,  ...^^'^^^^^^ 

'^nd  bear  them  on  thinr  arms  forever. 


3-    Confufence  in  Di 


IS 


vine  Favor  (56) 


e  gracious  to  me,'  O  my  (lod,  f„r  tl 


save  me  from  niine 
—who 


10 


enemies— are  they  not  but  morta 


U   art    mi.l^hty  to  Prayer  for 


are  snatching  at  me  ..il  t 


out  with  their  everlast 
intend  with  me.  are 


le  time,  and   weari 


in 


to 


ig  warfare  ;  for  those  who  b 


men 

ur  me 


the  d 


iviiie 


favor  (i,  2) 


liut 


many. 


iitterlv 


in  my  terror,  1  trust  in  tl 


lee 


<ause  to  praise  my  Cod  for  f 


and  I 


■  hall 


III 


ig  in  him,  I  fear  not 


iihilling  his  promise;  fort 


yet  have  T),t  psatm- 


whar  tlcsh  can  d 


rust 


i5t's  ( ,,nli- 


■Jhc-  C 


rct'k 


runsthiis:    My  Hcsh  rev 


vllidl 


o  to  me, 


PP".irs  to  )}ave  traiispused  two  uf 


(J.  4) 


leiii  God 


'  In  8.  tilt  Hcb 


-cw  reads  :  Jeliu 


lid  I  will  praise 


versions  read  to  his  /„of,!e,  which 


ah  i 


lim  with  my  lieart. 


tlic  Words. 


s  a  sireriKth  to  them.      \\ 


present  Hebrew  text 


'  I>itft.ent  opinions  i 
al.inK(Mi.'h  as  Hczeki 
I  '•  pIc.      I  'le  parallel 


xt  only  by  a  single  letter 


IS  probably  corrert^      It  differs  fr 


e  principle 


'rn  till 


prevail  as  to  who  is  niea 


'Jo 


iah), 


lit  by  the  s 


T  the  hiRh-priest,  or  pe 


■  ierprelat'  n.    ef.  Hab    3  :  i 


!sin   sug,,'ests,   but  cannot  be 


:iiiointed— whell'.er 
rhaps  even  the 


*  Collect    4 : 


_h  where  the  sai 


V 


>Th 


le  Word 


ole  the  reference  lo  tin 
2  rendered  ■■proiullv  ' 


P'.-ple 


lie  dithr 
le 


'ipi^l  the  last 


'y  occurs 
i'l  V.  7  (K^  v.). 


in  A.   V.  should   probably  be  divi.led' 
means  "bitterly,"  and  the  second 


in  R.  V.  and  "Oth 


int.,   two  uords,   of   which 


1011  most  Hi^li' 


'  Note  refrain 


gues  witii  the  next  verse. 


the  first 


i\ 
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Psatin  sr,  :  5 


The  Missa}^ii  0/ 


-s.* 


Prayer  f.  .r 
the  punish- 
ment (if  his 
enemies 
(S-7) 


The  divine 
pity  (8,  y) 


The  psalm- 
ist's cunfi. 
deuce 
(>o,  11) 

His  ^;rnti. 
tude  (12,  13) 


In  y  hurt  my  rrume  .-ontinuallv.  and  plan  to  injur,  me 
gatl.mny  m  groups,  a.ul  .skulkm.  abnut.  .n„!  k.vp.ui^  an 
.;y.'  ..n  mysu'ps.  as  tlmuKh  tiu-y  hop,.!  ..,  ,.,k,  ,ny  i,f, 
O  niy(,ou.pay  than  ,M,t  f.,r  flirir  sin.'  Hurl  dmvn  in 
tliinc  anj^cr  tht-  pcnjilrs  wno  vc.x  nie. 

Thou  liast  counted  my  si,v;hs.''  .u,d  rrmcmb.r.d  mv 
sorrow.-'  As  soon  as  I  call,  nunc  enemies  shall  be  turned 
I'aek.  and  thus  sliall  I  know  that  Cuk!  is  for  me. 

My  Cc.d  shall  yet  i,dve  me  cause  to  praise  his  word- 
.Kood  cause  to  praise  his  word.  Thus  trustm.t;  in  h.m  I 
Icar  not  wliat  man  cm  do  to  me. 

_  Thou  hast  heard  my  praver  ;  and  I  will  ren.ler  thee  O 
(H)d,  a  thauk-offerin.v;.  in  d.scharKe  of  the  vows  which  are 
upon  me.  For  thou  hast  saved  me  from  deatli,  and  kept 
my  feet  from  falling,  and  enabled  me  to  walk  before  tliee  ' 
in  the  light  o[  life 


«  I.y  emc^le  text  (.  ;).  ,„l,ers  suppose  ,h,-,t  ,he  w.rd  f„r  -  „o  ■•  h.s 
acc,dcn,a  ly   al  e„  ,.u.  after  the  w„rd  for  ••  si,.  .•-„.. , ,,„,,  ,,,„^,  ,„,, 

.ke  ,n  ,he  Hehrew-au,i  translate,  ■■There  sl.all  l,e  „„  escap-  f.r  .he„. 
C;.  account  of  their  sin."  i>J-uieni 

=  In  Sa,  a  word  is  wanted  indl.  „„,  ...methi.g  t),.a  .an  he  counted.  Ihe 
IM.e.v-,„,s.ry  r  w.-nderingCO-is  „o.  very  Kood.  Ouh.n  reads  ''sleep. 
less  hours     v(  f.  Ji,b  7  :  4).  ^ 

J;;:,l:„""',r '"  "7.:^-'<;--  ''"^'V  nn  .d,i;tiou,  i„t,.„ded,o  ex- 

puin  the  use  of  the  word  "bottle." 

tecti'ol!!'  ""'""  ""  """"'  ''-"Shtofagood  hfe  under  .he  divine  pro- 
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'''■('    /\\i>/iJiis(s 


I'salm  57  ;  8 


i; 


4-    l'><'t,\tio}i  <ij^,ihist  Aih 


.sracidus,  ()  I;, 
icin  niv    pfiK 


'frsarirs  ('5-) 


^^r.Kioiis  to  inc. 


Ill 


III   (1, 


y  '"1(1 ;  for,  af 


'"■'''■f  with  thee,  till   the  ,1 


ys  K""e  by,  sc 


IIKilI  C.i.fi.Ic 


'read 


\Vf)u!(i   I  hm^a  I'^^^'f  f'T 


P''-^'-  I  '  ry  i„  (io.l  most  }ii.^l,_ 
""Potcni  love,  will  establish  my  , 
'>:ysurror)ns,.„xds.  MercyamlKaithf 


"■'"  "f    IltTSi'dllKPll  "  -^> 


|ir.'f<-f  n,,r, 


f"  the  (hmI   ulln,   ,„   (,|s 


ausr 


f 


"!•    IK'   Will  sciuj 


from  the 


of   r, 


taunts   of  III 


'ihii'>,s,;in,|  s, 


iveiiini;    hu,]s 


y  tormcrit(;rs.     I  a 


irp  as  swords.  ,,„,i  uiio 
idly    w 


'fiKd   cnrmics,    whose 


■capons    or   w.ir.     () 


ari!  ready  to  d 


til  in  ii  ( 

iollir[i,.^ 


1\T 

Irn 


are 


I'Vfjur  inc  uitl 


'■'^'111  ;  and  let  earth  and  I 


TV. 


(■onie   in    judj,rnient    up 
icaven  ronfess  thy  tn.nsrend 


on 
ent 


They  '  Ii 


1)11' 


they  have   b 
;ve  been  them 


avesoii^lit  to  entangle  my  f, 


•cm  caiiwht 


own  tr 


umph  I 


-''clves  laid  !ow.     Of  tl 


cet  and  lav  me  low  •  \ 
'"  'l'^"-'nvn    trap,  and   thev  r,'. 


ini  now  assured  :  so  my  1 
inn  and  .steadfast.     J  will 


"  niy  Cod.  yes,  ( 

i  ^-"^'i'^'iy.O  slumbering  soul  of 
Mrumcnts  cf  song,  awake,     O 


ifir  ruin  .and  mine 
"ly  lieart  is  stead  f.isi  ' 


"i^iimnre 
tiuic  (^-ii) 


SI 


iiiinc,aw,ike.      () 


"S:  -'"id  jilay, 


Shent  in- 


dawn. 


av.-ake,'  I  will 


SI 


ng 


-ni,n   ,ha„  i.,  ,„h.r  ,...!„..    ,VX'     '"  '"'"";    ""^   ' ''-^^-    ' "-e 

"■•"<  is  a   refrain  cwMmun  „,  b,;,,,  (''■' I'  "  '"'"''"'S  l-'Im),  and 

•>  wU.  ..aKe  the  dawn  :  the  dawn  personified  a3  i,M3,  :  3. 


}i 


Psalm  57  :  y  The  Mcssai^cs  of  the  Psa:, 


nil  St s 


thy  praises.  O  Lord,  the  wide  world  over.     I  will  sin?  of 
thy  mercy,  which  is  high  as  heaven,  and  thy  fauiifuliicss 
which  stretchelh  to  the  clouds.      Let  earth  and  :    ivens 
confess  thy  transcendent  glory. 
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THE  ROYAL  PSALMS 
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INTRODUCTION 

The  idea  of  tlie  king-  and  the  kingdom  exercised  a  very 
powerful  influence  over  the  imagination  of  Israel.  When 
the  king  was  good  or  victorious  in  war,  the  people  re- 
joiced in  liim  ;  when  he  was  bad,  they  believed  that  a 
better  would  one  day  come  :  and  when  the  kingdom  had 
irretrievably  fallen,  though  some  acquiesced  in  the  fall, 
the  general  heart  yearned  and  prayed  for  its  restoration. 

The  ultimate  reference  and  precise  interpretation  of  the 
royal,  or  kingly  psalius,  is  one  of  the  most  (  omplicated 
problems  of  the  Psalter.  There  are  those  who  maintain 
that  all  the  psalms  which  mention  the  king  come  from  the 
d.iys  of  the  kingdom,  refer  to  one  of  the  historical  kings, 
and  are  therefore  pre-exilic  ;  others  believe  that  the  king 
'>f  the  Psalter  is  alw.ays  an  ideal  figure  -  the  Messianic 
king  of  the  latter  days.  There  is.  perhaps,  a  tneasure  of 
truth  in  both  these  views.  While  the  language  of  some 
of  the  psalms  in  question  is  tolerably  vague,  and  offers 
few  points  of  contact  with  the  known  history,  the  lan- 
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T/!e   jlf(SS/lc^c<;    of 

guapc  of  otlicr  psalms  is  quite  definite.  It  is  most  nat.i- 
ra!.  f„r  cx.miplc,  t,i  int-rpret  Psalni  20  as  a  prayer  for 
some  km-  about  to  start  on  a  m.liiarv  expedition,  whether 
as  has  been  su^'i^rested.  the  reference  be  to  Josiah  bef„re 
the  battle  of  Me^iddo  or  not  (608  [5.  C).  On  the  whole 
It  seems  most  probable  that  even  the  psalms  of  the  lar.ijcsi 
outlook  and  the  most  prophetic  spir.t,  start  from  sonv 
dehmte  historical  situation,  and  do  not  merely  iss,„.  fmm 
the  san,t,nime  ima,i,dnation  of  the  poet  (cf.  72,  iio, 

.n,  even  ,f  this  be  so,  the  larv,^er  reference  would  natu- 
rally suK.t^est  Itself  to  minds  which   had   been  tau'dit   b- 
four  centuries  of   history,  and  above  all  by  the  oraHe   ,n 
Sc-ond  .Samuel  7,'  to  cherish  an  invincible  belief  in  the 
permanence  of  the  Davidic  dynasty.     It  ,s  further  impor- 
tant to  remember  that  these  psalms  were  sunv,^  bv  the  post- 
ex.l.c  church,  which,  in  the  absence  of  any  km^  upon  the 
throne,  or  of  any  reasonable  probability  .f  ever'seein.^  one 
there  in  the  onlinary  course  of   historical   development 
musthave  given    these  psalms  "touching  the  king"  a 
Messianic   interpretation.      The  tendency'  which  existed 
from  the  beginning  to  read  a  larger  than   f.u-ir  oripinal 
meaning  into  them  would   be  enormously  confirmed   by 
the  course  of  post-exilic  history.    But  th.e  references  to  the 
k.nu  s  (K.scendants  ir.,,..  45  ;  ,6.  show  that  these  psalms 
did  not  ongmally  contemplate  the  Messiah,  as  we  use  that 
word  to-day. 

^5S 


^Vlifn  we   look  -.y  .u 

''^■'^  ^•.^•'-^"■'H,  loves  ■,;■;''?";'" '■""^'''"^'^•^'^''-. 
protects,!,,,,,,,      'I  ,e  e   ;r  '     "f  '"^  ^'^'"- P'^'- a,uj 

^>  ^^■''''  ncies  forth  in  h  ^     ^ ''''•'''■"•'■'^  'i.^^nr.  of    V.    ' 

■ind  rfp-ht      T  '""nior  to  the  ,),  f  "" 

"   '^'giit.      In  a  j,,,^  ^  HR    <!efr„,.e  of  truth 

''^•clared  to  be  eternal,  bee     s         '  ,  '""■^'"'  '"'^  ''-or,e  i 
''"■'^■'^  ^45  :  6:  cf.  ,9  •  ,,' '^  "^  '    '"-^  ^""nded  or,  ,-,Vdneou 

:--att.actn-/th!:;h;::;:,'';fp-^--.:s:::^ 

'"'''"   'O'.   -ndicatire  of   an  ?      ■     '"'^"^'^  "'^"^^'ned  fn 
;r---o  p,.,,,,;  ^  ;    -"'''t,„n  to  eherish  a  .id 

''"^''''-'''-P^'suhi,.hi    h     V'^^'V'""''"'^'"^ 

'c..s:..„';;;;'"^^-'"e,s„u.t. 
^59 


Till-    MiSS(7giS.    of 

inc:  under  the  recent  stin,;;  of  (lis.ippolntmont.  if  not  rle- 
spair.  should  have  spoken  hr)t  words  to  Cod,  anr]  chal- 
lenged  him  vvitli  breaking  the  covenant  (89  :  38  ff.). 


II 


.*3 


0 


THK    MAKklAGK    or    IHI;    KINf,    (45) 


A. Ml  ("is  ta 
the  kirti; : 
lii^  beauty, 
jirnvess,  am 
justice  (2-7) 


tlH-me;  fur  u  ,s  a  son-^^  in  honor  „f  thr  king  that  I  .nv 
and  my  tongue  moves  swiftly  as  the  pen  of  a  skilful 
S(rii)e. 

Th.Tc  is  none.  ()  king,  v,  f;,ir  as  ,!,.,„.  ,,nd  the  grare 
lliat  plays  about  thv  i,ps  ,„„  l,,.  „,,„,  oih.r  than  divine 
And  thou  art  as  just  as  thnu  art  fair.  So  ^ini  on  thv  sword 
thou  mighty  one.  and  ,n  tliy  glorious  splendor  mount  thv 
war-chariot,  and  ri.ie  forth  to  vietorv  in  the  cause  of  truth 
and  justi.-e.'  For  terrible  is  thy  right  han.l,  and  sharp  are 
thine  arrows;  nations  fall,  and  thine  enemies  perish  be- 
neath thee.'^  Thy  throne  shall  stand  ^'  forever,  beeaus.  it 
IS  founded  <jn  jusiiee  ;  and  it  is  because  th,.u  lovest  jus- 
tice and  hate^t  wrong   that  Jehovah   thy  (iod  has  made 

obi^ti,::;:- :'"^" "  '^  ""^"'^ '-  •^'^"•^  '--■ "--  -^  --  -—-^ 

»  The  text  in  vv.  4.  .  is  difficult,  auci  pr..b..hly  has  to  t,e  emended      The 
atKivc  paraphrase  represents  the  seneral  sense, 
•  In  V,  f.  for  ••  O  G,;d,"  probably  tl,e  original  was  simply  "  will  br" 
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(^i^-  Psalmists 


Pvilni.)^  :  17 


^  ''y  .t,^^rme^t.s  are  fn.rr-,,,,      ■  , 
■■""'■  ""••""•■<  tin--.,,,,,  tli;  '''"'   '^^^•^^•'-M.lc•Iii^^  odor,  r, 

--''n;;i;r;':;;;:r;::v-'V-''''"".^- „  , 

As  for  tile  on,  en    h,.r    1 

'"''■"'""'"■'•  train.  an.I  1„.  -  .  "'   '^'"^    '^'''ii    li- t  "",'T '"een 

"'-"«hout  the  u-orl,i  A^' .';;''^"^*^^  ^''^^  "-"'^  an,I  pra.e  ai::i1Z 

1  \*  .  .  ^     »  ' 7/ 

;'■'."  I  lie  'laiij;J)Ier   „f  'Ivr^"  ■ 

■■'-'r  earth.  ''"'"'''' ''-T^-e  of  text. 
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i« 


I'salm  21  :  I 


'J lie  J/isstt^ts  of 


i 


'T 


(lod's  pa»t 

};'".(ltn;^s  Id 
tlu-  kiiiH 
(■-7) 


III 

I  UK    lORnNATIoN     A\  \  l\  KKs  AR  V    (jr     in,.,     ki\,:'     (2,j 

TIk;  kill-  Is  fx-cccdiii-  ,^la.l.  O  Jehovah,  l)ccai-,t:  thou 
dusl   ini.i^htily   help    liiiu.      His    li.art's   clcsirr  thou    hast 
,^ ranted,  nor  lia^t  thou  wilhlicld  the  tlim.i^  lie  asked  f-.r. 
Thou  goest  forth  to  meet  him  with  prosperity  and  bless- 
iii,i(:  thou  settest  on  his  head  a  eroun  of  pure  ^old.     He 
prayed  f.,:'  life,  and  thou  .iidsi  hear  lus  prayer.and  grant 
him  years  exceeding  many.'^     Through  tiiy  help  his  glory 
IS  great:  dignity  and   majesty  thou  hast  conferred  upon 
him.     Tiiou  niakest  iiim  for  all  time  to  come  ihe  king  of 
peerless  blessedness.     Willi  the  light  of  ihv  cuntcnanee 
thou  dost  make  him  exceeding  glad.     N',  a.  the  king  trusts 
ill  Jehovah,  and  the  mercy  (;f  the  .Most  High  will  preserve 
his  tiiroiie  frdin  tottering. 
&/'"■         Thoir'siiak  sear,  h  out  with   avenging  hand  all   theni 

Sty  (B?;)  ^'"'^  ^^^'^^  ^'"■'*'  '""'  '"  ^'''"'''  ''"^>''''  '"''^  ^''^■'>'  '"'■"  ■^!"'  f'"- 
'  nace  of  fire,  and  destroy  their  children  from  t'le  face  of 

liie  earth.     When    they  eunnuigly  plan   thv  destruction. 

they  shall  fail;  for  tluni  wilt  fon  e  them  to  llee.  aiming  at 

their  f.-ices  with  thine  arrows. 


_    »  This  e.xplan.itiun  uf  ,he  purp.-se  of  the  psahn  Is,  >,f  course,  only  con- 
jectiinil,  l,iit  pnjh.-ible. 

^  "  l--ur  evc^  a.,.1  ever  "  is  a  liyperl.  ,le.     Cf.  Ps.  Ci  :  6,  7  ;   .  K.ng,  ,  :  3,. 


'  Apparently  Jehovah. 


l(>2 


(he  rsaliinsfs 
Liftthysdfiip.OourCod.in 


I'sahn 


-"•o  :  g 


tiiy  strength 


SObllall  Wf  r.rat^f,,,  ,e. 
Vn.  .v.\t  K\\^ 
nifiit  I, J  GuJ 
(■J) 


IV 


'"KAVKKS    FOR    THE    KIX,;'s    U-KIFVIT    .v, 

N^M.JAKI,    AMj    success 


'■f'U  of  Jsratl  may  answer  t 


e  c'ver-wat.hful  An  a,p.„ 

-uu>,  the.  u-here  thou ;;;  ;;rf:o,!"h'T ''  ''"■'■^^•--'-p 

'".i,'  thee  from  the  temple-hill    h  ''  ''"''  '^^'"'J-"-^^ 

;-'''-'^thydes,,nstof::u;;"j^v  :^:;.;7^^--. 

--.torya„dma,mfy.the,..eofr;-o^^^^ 

inii.l-rv  ■.„  I     •        ■  "-^  ''"'\  heaven  w  rh  hk'^TeJ.  U- 

'"Khtj  and  victorious  hand.     In  horses' -.n  i     /  '"■' '"i'.victo'y 


'/i-::r:^ur^r^:r:h:;r^'"';'";---- 

'^■'te  ;  hut.  as  for  us   we  w  I   n   '^^"/'''"'''^ ''  ^'''"  '"■•^■^- 

Jt'liovah.  save  the  k i L     ,  '"^^  '"''"''  "'^^'>^'''^-     ^ 

^VL  tne  kin^r.  and  answer  when  we  call. 

'fr:Meaduf  ••setu(,„urbanner,-bva.,rol-M    , 
■'■"■ints.  supported  by  the  Creek  vers^    n  '^='"^i'"Mti,„,  of  the  con- 

■-"'^:::£:;;;-;:*::.».^.«........... 
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Psalm  6 


I  :  I 


The  Messages  of 


Prayer  for 
protcctmri 
(»-4) 


Assurance 
of  answer  (5) 


Prayer  fur 
tlltr  Kin^ 


2.  For  the  Preserraiion  of  thr  Kiiiifs  life  (61) 

<.ive  earnest  heed  to  my  jjrayer.  when  n;y  spirit  is  low 
aiul  I  cry  to  thee  from  the  distant  laml.  Help  me  to 
cli'iib  the  r.Mk  whieli  is  too  liiv;h  forme.'  1-or  thou  art 
my  refuse,  my  stn.iij^  tower  of  defciire  aj^ainst  tlic  foe. 
O  ihal  I  luiKlit  abide  forever  as  y^uest  in  thy  lent,'  and 
liidr  me  heiUMlli  thy  sheltering'  wiri.t;s. 

lor  ]  km.w,  C)  (,od,  that  llmu  hearest  my  prayers,  and 
wilt  grant  once  more  possession  of  the  land  to  those  who 
loyally  worship  thee. 

We  wouhJ  also  rememl)er  the  king.  (J  lung  may  his 
lite  be  sp.ired,  and  may  his  years  be  very  many.  May 
he  ever  live  in  the  li-lit  of  thy  gracious  presence.  Ciii'- 
mand  thine  angels,  .Mercy  and  Faithfulness,  to  watch  over 
liim.  Hear  this  my  prayer,  and  th,n  1  will  praise  thy 
name  forever,  paying  my  vows  ea(  li  day. 

3.   For  the  Oierthrou'  if  His  /enemies  (63") 
O  J.'hovah.  thou  art   my  Cod;    body  and  soul  1  thirst 


The  vision  of 

Ood  ill  pub-  ,  . 

lie  worship    lor  thee,  as  the  parched  land  for  t!ie  r.iiii.     As  once  in  the 

""5'  worship  of  the  temple.  1  beheld  thy  power  .md  thy  glorv.' 

so  in  this  spirit  of  glad  awe  would  I  contiiui-'  to  praise 

•  Duhm  tr.inslate5.  "  C.n\>\c  me  in  the  distres-;  which  is  t.,..  sure  i  >r  me." 
»  Pr.,bahly  refers  to  the  temple,  or  at  least  to  the  city  of  Jerusalem;  the 

speaker  is  in  exile  (v.  2). 

•  Cf.  Isaiah  6. 
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(^u-  I\\al mists 


Psal 


111  lut  :  I 


■S  Jlys  .1,,.  f,,„.  „„h„  k„,    .^  ^„,        ;    Na        ..,,!,>,,„,  ;..,.,,„„„, 


l»-'>nl.lc.l,l,r.itoW„„.  ,|,„.   o,„,,-,   I    . 
■""».■  ihe  love  :„„l  i„„i,,,  „,,,  •"    "  '""'■  '"  ""■-'■•  .™,i  v..,„,,„ 

Mis  I.^ve  or  merry  wa,  l,is  rcil    ■!   r         -i  i  ■  *'"■♦> 

('--'•  34  :  6,  whid,  is  s„  ofcen  all.M:;,';,  ,lZ  P  t   "7'"""  '"  ^'-" 


*itli  the  prerclinc  verse. 


•"inecte,!  imrnclia.ely 


■''"^siWyI)uI,m  Is  ri«h,  in  reading,    ■■,    „..,^,  ,    ,     ,    , 


r  ■ 


lirpaie 
fruiii  the 
I'lurt  and 
the  laiij 
(S-8> 


'''^^''"  'o'  :  -^  T/it  McssajTfs  of 

I  will  see  that  my  walk  is  blameless.'  .....i  NvitliJn  my 
own  home  I  wouiil  fain  have  my  life  a  model  of  sincerity. 
I  will  cherish  no  base  ambitions.  I  reject  witli  loathing 
the  nnpulse  to  ^^o  astray.  I  siiall  never  l)c  false  to  my 
better  self,  and  I  shall  have  nothing  to  do  with  evil  ' 

.iSe^rr      '  ^^"'  ^"'-•"^•'^  '''^  •'■P'^  "f  the  slanderer.     Tlu-  haughty 

' '-       ^T^"^  -'"^  t'>e  proud  heart  !  will  not  tolerate.     Ikit   !  ^hall 

look  with  favor  upon  the  trusty  and  blameless,  ;uu]  bring 
them  to  my  court,  and  make  them  myservant.s.  Hut  there 
will  be  no  room  there  for  traitors,  and  liars  shall  have  no 
place  among  my  attendants.  Morning  by  morning  I  will 
destroy  the  godless,  that  'vickedness  may  be  rooted  out  of 
Jerusalem,  the  c:ty  of  our  (iod. 

:.  A   /'ravfy  for  ,/    Jiis/  and  Ctorious   Rei^n  iy2) 

J.'"w"'-"      ';  '  ''"'•  ^^ '"'  ''"  ^'>^  -'^""'■^■c  «f  Ji'stice,  plant  in  the  heart 

ma^-^^ljc  jus. '  t  'lie  king  the  spirit  of  the  justice  that  is    thine,  that  he 

I'l'.'.'.mi'ln  of '"''y  JU'^t'y  judge  thy  .loun-innldrn  pcop!.-    and  th  n  -ill 

Xrc*;;  (,.;;"''""-''  ^''e  land  there  may  be  peace  on  mountain  and 

lull.     May  he  lulp  the  down-trodden  to  their  rights,  and 

save  the  i^.'or  by  crushing  tiie  oppressor  in  pieces.    '.May 

he  live  .IS  iong  as  '  tlie  sun  antl  tiie   moon-for  ages  an.i 

»  "When  wilt  thuu  come  to  me  ■.'•■,  .b,.     If   ,1,^  ,ex,   ..„,!   translation  of 
th.»  c  ause  are  correct,  i,  is  „,„  ea.y  ,„  see  it.  relevan,  e  in  <lns  .  „n.ext 

Must  of  tl,e  verbs  in  .-4  may  be  taken  as  stutementj  rather  than   as  ex- 
pressions  of  a  wi>li. 

^  So  the  Greek  version. 

266 


fftc  J'sa/mists 


Psaiin  72  ;  15 


''•«  earth.      ,,.  I,     u     "'"'^^  '."r^-^^--^  «f  '•""  'lut  water 
^ncnnes'  bou-  tl.  knee  t^^  ,1 '"  ''^?';     ^'^^ '- :^::'; '^^lo 


1 '  kii 


M'^. 


''nvnontJRirfa.v.l    r      i  ""''   '"''>'  '''« 

•"•i  the  i        o     h        r.  ^""'-    ^''^'y  'he  Spanish 

I'i-'^  yield  hin.  th^ir  serv'cc  '  "  '"'"•  ^'"'^  ^'''  P^'^- 

;"'>•  -  ''--  -ho  are  erus     d  t  d   n'1     "      "^  '^'^- ^- f^^l^^f  ' 
''^■'•■^  ^'''""  oppress,-,,,,  ,,„i  ,.,     -"'^   ■''-"^'b-.  savui^r   ,hc,r  "--«■■ 

''■'• ''loo.  of "h^s  in  o  e;  I  :'::r'^ '--''''- alio. '--^^ 

^  '"•     ^'-^Kr^h^.l  be  made 

'-"■'ection  between  7  and  „,  „,,  --airvVV''  *'"''■'' '"""*'"'  '^^^-l"he 
:-;:l-a,e  -he  u.Hd-wide  dominion  ,/h/kn"/"'"'''^'"'""'  ""-"^^'^  "> 
•'  '-"  „„„,  ,.,,  „„^^^  he  .he  M.r  :    ?•"  ""■'  "^'-  '■'  — . 


f- 


r.salm  72  :  15 


Tlic  Messages  of 


r>r  him  ceaselessly  :  all  tlie  day  lon.i,^  shall  men  bless  iiim. 
•May  his  luu!  have  ])lemy  of  r.,rn  :  even  on  tiie  mountain 
tops  may  it  wave  like  I.ehannn.  May  the  people  in  his 
cities  i)e  numberless  and  fair  as  the  jrrass  of  the  field. 
May  his  name  live  forever  and  ever,  abidmi;  as  lonjj  as 
the  sun  shall  shine,  and  may  his  prosperity  be  the  wonder 
of  nations  '  ihrou-hout  the  wide  world. 


VI 


Wnrld-reliel 

livll  .lK.Tiil-,t 

jLll..v;,h\ 

!\Iessi;ili 

(■■J) 


Jehov;ih's 
mockery  uf 
the  rebels 


TIIF.  nOMTNION-  OK  THE  KING 
I.  Universal  Dominion  Promised  by  JeJioeah  (2) 
What  folly  !  Wherefore  this  ferment  amon-  the  hea- 
•1:  n.  !  these  murmured  srhemings  that  ran  but  come 
to  nou-iit'  Kin.i;s  and  pnnci  s  of  earth  at^ainst  the  V.\\\^ 
of  heaven--p!ottiii,-aiul  prei)arini;  as^ainst  Jehovah  and  Ins 
anointed  kin.t;.  "  Let  us.''  they  say.  ••  be  their  bondsmen 
no  more.  Away,  aw.ty  with  the  m.uks  of  our  bondage." 
l-rom  his  thnjne  in  the  heavens  the  Lord  laughs  and 
•scoffs  at  the  silly  rebels,  lint  soon  his  lau-ht.T  will  turn 
to  furious  indi.irnation,  and  with  these  words  he  will  y^^w- 
foimd  them:  "  ImjoIs  !  it  w;s  Lyes  I.  who  set  the  km- 
whom  ye  have  disowneti,  upon  Zion  my  holy  iiill."- 

•  I.iter.iIIy,  "  may  tliey  bless  themselves  in  him."     Cf   Hen.  it ;  3. 

«  Ihe  (Jreek  version  reads,  "  I  was  set  by  him  upon  Zion,  his  huly  hill.- 
•1  he  advantage  of  the  Greek  reading  is  that  then  vv.  r,  and  7  are  connectoJ. 
and  It  IS  not  necessary  to  assume  any  rliantje  of  speaker. 

26S 


the  }\\a!}nisfs 


f'salni  ( ro  ;  i 


.s  an   Kirii;  by  Jehovah  s  (  ccrce  •    for  •  fhr.,,  r^'""^-''   f 

•Tt   my  son.'  he  said  to  n,e,  '  I  havr-  nn.i.  rh.V  :,'""^^-  -""^ 

'f-  th.M,ayof  thy  crowning.     T  ,"  r '"j;  "'"  ^" '-=■'' 

..-rmost   hounds.     The  h.Lh.n  ^   h  ^hc     X     "'"""-^-> 

■u-e  thme  :  I  u-ill  ,ivc  thee  thc-n.  all  fo/  ,H  ;^.^        i'r 
Shalt  crush  then  with  thine  iron  sreptre     n       ^ih  ^ 

.np.ecesas,i,htlyasapotterhisvcsL;o?:;iv-''"" 

>^;J^"ir";:^:h'^:,^nr''r''t 

11  ua<  n  u)u  the  follv  of  rebellion    nifl  l  .-wi  "■'""■'i 
;-;toservehi..uhfearandtremb,in,..7;;;l^^^^^ 

•    '""•    '-t  m   h,s  ,nd„M,ation   he  destroy  nou    in  the  rt 
"^•lli'nis   uay  on   ujii.h   ve   h  ,ve  ,.nt  t    i'  -/•"""  "" 


'■     '^^^''  ■^^' '■!>!,    Promise    of  Vn- lory 


over  all  Fors    ( r  lo) 


■'■h.'se   are  the  wnrds  of  the  oraele  wh.eh  Jehovah  hasTh  • 

iven   rnc  eoneernimr  m,-    r       i     i       ,-•         '  J'-'"-'^'tn  Has  Thepmmise 
Jnccrnini;  m\    Lord  the  Kmi;.     "  Take  '  thv  "^ ''""'"'"" 


'  ):  Perl,arswesl„n,Me,„en,l  to  ■•  writh.  "hv-.h.!  '^-^''^f^^' here  (v. 

'  A  great  controversy  I,  ,s  w,.-e,!  r  '.K  ^  'he  cl,a„Ke  of  a  .si„Kle  !e„er. 

-■•doe,  a  different.™,.,  f- "  sot, '^.r  ,, IT  i  '' T    '"I  '"'"'^'"'^ 
P'.rase  represet.ts  the  Ret.eral  sen.e.     The  "  he  "  i„  ,h      ,  ,"""  ''■"^■ 

angrj.  "  refers  to  Jehovah.  '""  •"'^""•'  "  '"'  ''e  be 

'  It  is  a  curious  atid  iniercstinR  fart-whether  s,„„«; 

:6y 


•J) 


rs.ilrn  r  ro  :  r 


Tlir  JTrss/r^o^rx  of 


als<.  I  ,  he 
prieit(4) 


'I'tiff  kins;- 
priest  tri- 
umph.lilt 
(5  7) 


place.    •;;^«'<it"I>im."a.  rnvri^l.  hanciasmyvicerov 
ami  I  u-  1  ,n-c  tl..Mhc  VK.u,ry  o..r  thy  foes,  and  la  'Z^ 
anqu.shcd  at  ,l,y  fee,  to  servo  thee  as'a  footstool.   \ 

-     ,,lytemple-h,lithy(;odshallextenclthv.s^vavov 
^'-    '■-'•    '"^''iin.^'    UK-e    have    don,nuo„    .n;,-    th      ZL 

forth,  thy  peopl,.  oher  thee  wHiinj,  service;  tin-  vo.nhful 

arrK,rs   fresh  as  the  dcu- of  the  early  „u.rnin,.^l..., 
tin  standards  upon  the  holy  hills' of  Jen.salem 

Thou   u.pru.stasuvllaskin,,;|,„-_„,,„vahlussu-o,n 
■'"   ---'f  1"   "ath.    -'Thonart   priest  forev-r  after    , 
'"'"""•'•"f  M'lrhi/edek."^ 

J-'-vah    u-,11    defend   ,.,„,   ,„,„^,„„„    ,,,^ 

;'"•^;" ''-;'''>• ''nnsan,er,uhen  he,,, „uJ,„^::  ^• 

hew,llerus    the  heathen  ku,,s  who  oppose  h,n,K"^ 
k.n,  t,>o,  w.ll  deal  jttd,nK-nt  an.ong  ti.e  heathen  p.  pl^^ 

nelds   u  th   their   corpses;    and.    as    he    pursues    the   re 

reatn.,foe.hedrinksofthehn,oUn-thewa    ,o^^c^; 
;-..-i  gathers  stren,th.a:Klhastensonu.uh  he;:;:;' 

Jerusalem  (,42  I!.  C).  '"^ud.ia  l.y  ,he  capture  of  the  cifadd  of 

'()r"inl,,-,lyatt-.-e"(sothetext) 
funall' '"'"'"  '='"«  "'^^  '"-'"^'y  -  "'  -"biuit,«  pries,,,  ...h  ro,., 
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f^lC     Ps<7/lliis(s 


Psalm  iS  .  f  J 


'   ^""''^s;,iKr  Care  for  If  is    s .. 

-/••'•n.  nolen,.,.,^  \vs  soon       '     '   ''^^  ^'"'•'''--^1  .av.s^nu-;'^ 

■"^''^   "••■'•"""^   ..>..;.      i,        ,■"'■••' ''■''''■'^'^'-.  death 
^'^''''-'''''-'^n.y,;,,,   ,;/'-'•-.   'sl.nt,..,   for 

"  ^-■.^■^■>■'■'™t,    :';;*:^^    --.. „„ , 

ik' sLv      r  >...>.         '^       ^^'"'  '"■!■>•  ivd.  I.,.„..,„  .,    ,  ;  r:'^'"'' ?P- 


.  ■■     '"UMJCSS    of    ifc    ...     .  •    •■■II.    IIKJ. 

"'  '"VC  thee  *•  V... 

'71 


Psalin  iS  :  r  5 


The  Mt'ssagis  of 


i^ 
<» 


ai  a  reward 
of  tlic  psalm- 
ist's iiitej4- 
riiy  (21  24) 

K-r  (;..ii 

deals  with 
men  as  they 
deserve 


He  cives  the 
psalmist  vic- 
tory over  his 
foes  and  do- 
n\iiiion  over 
the  world 
(3'-45) 


of  the  earth  were  laid  hare.  Tliis  mighty  (axi  of  t!ip 
storm  stretclu-d  ciowii  and  drew  me  out  of  tlie  billows '  of 
my  distress,  and  delivered  me  from  the  enemies  who  were 
too  strong  for  me.  On  the  day  that  they  had  meant  to  be 
my  day  of  dodiu,  he  proved  himself  my  stay,  .mil  in  his 
love  for  me.  he  brought  me  out  of  my  straits  into  a  broad 
place,  rewarding-  me  thus  for  my  piety  and  purity. 

l-"'ir  I  had  kept  his  ways  unswervingly,  never  turning 
aside  from  his  conmiandments,  but  keeping  myself  blame- 
less and  sinless  before  him. 

For  thou  (lost  deal  with  men  as  they  with  thee— kind  to 
llu^  kind,  and  wayw.ird  to  the  waywanl,  saving  the  hum- 
ble and  humbling  the  proud,  ^'es,  it  is  tliou  who  art 
the  light  of  my  darkness.  With  thy  help  I  tear  down 
ramparts '  and  leap  over  walls.  Yes,  surely  God  is  just 
and  his  promises  are  sure;  he  is  the  defence  of  all  who 
put  their  trust  in  him. 

There  is  no  (}od  like  Jehovah— the  God  who  gives  me 
strength  and  victory  and  fleetness  of  foot  and  skill  in  fight 
to  bend  a  l)ra/.;n  bow.  Thou  art  my  defence  and  my 
saviour.-'     Thou  dost  enable  me  to  take  long  swift  strides. 

'  Cf.    V.  4. 

»  V.y  a  simple  change  ir.  the  words  rendered  "  run  "  ami  "  troop  "  (v.  ?.)). 

'  I.iter.illy  :  "  ihnu  givest  me  the  shield  of  thy  (.Septuaiiint,  my)  sa!vatii)n 
.     .  and   thy   x^'ntlencss    makes  me  great  or   many"   (v.    ^\).     Much 

doubt,  however,  attaches  to  the  word  rendered  Kentleness  (/..-.,  condescend- 
ing  lovcV  It  has  hcen  rendered  "thy  hearing;  of  me  "or  "thy  chastise- 
ment of  me."  Wcllhausen  emends  and  translates;  ihy /uiji.  Duhm  emeiiJi 
both  nuuD  and  verb;  thy  *a<./4.W>- protects  me. 
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f^u-  Psalmists 


Psah7i  89  :  I 


--n.'th  and  ^^^.n^l^Z^'-  ■^"-'  ^'-^t  me 
'i-ir  ha.k  a„.i  n.e  to  tl- '  r  o  "  d  '"'"'  '"""'"  ^"'■" 
^"^  '"'P  '"  "-e.  but  there   v.sror  ?'■;'""•     '""^'  ^'"''^^ 

''-i  of  the  world      sVn/"'\"''''''" 

"f  "'^■'-  fonr.sses  ,0  off  /       l'    '"  ^' '"'."^'  "''^"-'^''"K  out 

Ha,l  to  J.hovd,  '  h  .   '  '''■'"^'"•^'  obedience. 

.^■ves  n,e  victory  and  ven.e.  ,  '"  '""'  ^^•''^f^'""^  "e 

•""on,^^   the   hcathrn    for   th.    -.InV        '''''^'■■^'' '^'■'^  "'""c 
••■■•-"K^m  for  h,s  km.  andtt  f'°^7\^"-^"^'-   "e   has 

-"-^.  to  David  and^:^;^:dtett:r^°^"'°^'^ 


VII 

•-'•^^--ol:'':^od:^c^;'^::''>v-^ 

'  or,  in    accordance    with    thv '"•""'''"• '" 

■From  th.  ront.mionsof  ,h„   nronV.     .  -    l^av.d  ,,.,; 

-  ^"  note  u„  l-s.  , .,  ,  ,„  (J,   ^,^_^_  ™"^'  be  more  ,Un  cu-,]  war. 
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Psalm  8<j  :  2 


T/ic  Jifessnges  of 


promise  to  rstahlish  eternal  as  llie  heavens  tliat  nieicy  and 

f.iithfulness  of  thine,  thou  (hdst  make  a  sworn  ((n-enant 

with  thy  servant  D.avid,  to  build  his  throne  and  to  establish 

his  descendants  upon  it  forever. 

Thr  afiRfls        Then   the   praisrs  of  thy  marvclious  kindness  to  I  )avid 

H^'mpara-    '"I'l  'srael  ran,i<  throu.i;h  the  heavens  from  the   lips  of  the 

«v'rs^sVri'''''y -'".i,'*''^  round  about  thy  throne;  for  th.)u  art  the  Lord 

and  juM  ,,f  il,^.,,-,  -J 

(VM) 


md  anumg  ihtiii  there  is  none  to   compare 
with  thee,  the  Cod    majestic  and    terrible.     ()    b'hov.ih, 


(io(i  of  hosts,  wlu)  is  stron;^  like  tl 


.,.  i 


let 


For  it  was  thnu 
who  didst  master  the  }.(reat  i>rimrval  sea,  and  still  the 
proud  waves  thereof.  It  was  thou  wlio  didst  crush  the 
monster  Kahab  to  piect-s  and  scafier  thy  foes  by- thy 
miyjhty  arm.'  And  after  thy  vi(  tory.  tlmu  didst  show  thy- 
self mi;<hty  to  create.  For  sky  and  earth  ,ind  all  that  is 
therein  are  thine:  it  was  thou  who  did^t  fnuud  them. 
North  and  south  are  thy  creation,  ami  the  }.;iant  moun- 
tains '  shouted  the  praises  of  thy  handiwork.  Thou  art 
just,  too,  and  merciful,  as  thou  art  miv,dity.  Thy  throne 
is  supported  on  law  and  order,  and  lov<:  and  faithfulness 
are  thine  mv^cX  attendants. 

"ePwith  '"'      **  '"'^^  liappy  is  Israel  that  can  call  such  a  God  her  own 
sikIiWgocI    ;t"'i  v^i'eet  him  with  glad  festal  shouts  !    With  the  lii;ht  of 
thy  gracious  face  upon  them.  ()  .lur  Cod,  they  shall  walk 
unrestrained,  rejoicir.g  in  th.ee  continually  and  exaltinj,'  thy 

'  V   ()   ff.     For  a  very  similar  reference  to  creatiun,  cf.  74  :  ij  ff.  (p,  2,^). 
•  Like  tlie  stars  ;  c{.  Job  38  :  7. 
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''^•<"  PMiintists 


'iKlUCOlI.SIlcSS  ;     f„r    (hoil    nrf 

fil°0^  a„.l  Un-  ,„.„„,,      "■''7™8'l'    in    -I ue 

Kcepiii^^.i  '""■S'  "IT  (l'-f(  lid,  r.   i„  (J   . 

'"""•^^'^•s'  thou  didst  appear  to  rhr  ,    i 

'■"^'■'J  'nni  alH)Vr  tl,,,,,  ,j,  ,,   ,,        ,  -   •'^■"•">'.  and ''--< 

""' '  uiii  pro,.,  , ;;,"  ' ;""""""^' '"'"  -d,  hoiy  ^i, 

--^J^-'  -u.   ,v  .!,,';"'  f  ^"^'f'-^  '-i....  so  du,  no 

'-^'-I'-ndCa^^^^  ;:;;•  ^'>;^''''-^^^^ 

^^■'"^■■^t.„dhis.su-ayfo„    h  "     '"''''    ^'""<^'-.  ■•"-<!  I 

"P"n  it  fcrcvr.  '"amtau.iny  his  descendants 

•  '8.     I  itenllv    **  X" 

''--  ':s••^^'^";!^^"•''-''^'"-'•• 


i 

I 


Psalm  .^9  :  30 


The  Messages  of 


Disnliedi- 

ence,  though 
it  wuuld  be 
pimisheil, 
wmild  ii)t 
frustrate  tlie 
promise 


Tlie  present 
evil  plii;ht. 
H:is(;.„|f.,r- 
K<ittcn  his 
promise  ? 
(J8-45) 


Prayer  to 

Jehovah   to 
remrrnher 
ami  save 


If  liis  cliildi-ii  iirof.me  my  law  by  disobedience,  I  will 
punish  their  sin  with  strip'->  fn-iu  tiit-  m,!  ,  hut  fi(,;n  him  I 
will  not  withdraw  my  love  <jr  my  loyalty,  i  will  not  pro- 
fane my  covenant  by  alterinjj  the  word  that  I  have  spoken 

the  solemn  inviolable  oath  that  I  swore  to  David.  There 
shall  never  be  wantinij  a  man  to  sit  upnn  his  throne;  it 
shall  endure  as  lonj;  as'  the  sun  or  the  moon  or  the 
heavens." 

Such  was  thy  promise;'  but  ah!  nowihou  hast  cast  us 
off  in  contempt,  and  iiast  shown  thine  anger  against  tliiiu- 
anointed  servani,  spurning  thy  covenant  with  him,  and 
dashing  his  sacred  crown  to  the  ground.  Thou  hast 
made  brcai  lies  in  his  walls,  .•iiid  Liid  iii>  bulwarks  in  ruins, 
so  that  the  neighbors  jeer,  and  rob  hiin  as  they  pass  by. 
Thou  hast  suffered  his  enemies  to  taste  the  joy  of  victory 
over  liim  :  thou  Ii.ist  turned  bai  k  his  sv/ord  from  the  foe 
and  left  luin  prostrate  on  tiie  fu  id  of  battle.  Thou  hast 
robbed  him  of  his  spimdor,'  and  overwhelmed  him  with 
r,hame  and  grief  and  m,-ide  him  old  before  his  time. 

How  I'Mig  ()  our  Cod.  wilt  thou  hide  thyself?  will 
tliine  anger  flame  forever.^  Kemep.il)er,  O  I.nrd,  v.'hat  life 
is,  and  how  pathetic*  is  the  end  of  man  ;  tor  win  re  is  the 

'  The  wnrd  rendered  "witness"  in  v.  <?  sli.,iil,l  prML.il/.y  be  rendered 
"  furever  "     This  would  involve  no  change  in  the  consonants. 

»  (A.  V.  19. 

■■' Or  perhaps  "  srejitre,"  by  etnendation,  v   .(4.     (flaethgen  ) 

*  I.iti-rally,  •'  for  what  nothingness."  Wellhaiisen  tr.inslatcs  :  On  what 
fleeting  foundations  thou  liast  cre«teii  mankind  !  (v.  47). 
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tllf    J  J(//w/.v/.V 

Psalm  132  :  10 

'•'•■    ''itter  insults  with   u-hi.h  ,1'  '^^"'•""'^r  the  bit- 

-^•PS  of  tl„„e  anoima!  '      ''""^   "•^■"''^■^   ''•'--   ^^^^ 

l'a~'iit  (  13J) 
lie  i^rarious  to  us   O  nnr  rr„i    <■        1 

Hi-iiifnihcr  how  he  swor    '  '" 

'^'    •'^aul,      Let   us  i^o  to  his  ho.w^    -.„  i   i        ,,  '  "•  ^^"y  "'<?arlc 

'•''■-'^--'■•'-'ndthyp:::;rsin;t-ov^^^^^^^ 

•  -Heinc.^nr:;;::^;;':'--;'  r^r:'  ^"^'^""''"■' '-  ■  ^■"--  -50. 
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<alin  1 


io 


The  Mi'ssagcs  of  tlu   /\(,!ijiii(s 


<)  II  iiiciiihtr  thy  servant  DavM,  .tiid  fi.r  Ins  s.ik.-  tcjc  t 
l)iit  fulfil  the  inviolable  oaih  ih.it  tiiDU 


JfliKvali't 
ViW  to  c»- 

t.iMish  und    not  tliuie  anointet 

maitilain  the     i-  i    .  ,  

iiiruncf      uiUst  ){raii()iisly  sware  to  David  in  answer  to  thi-  oath  that 

David 


;1 


^1 

■T- 


lie  sware  to  thee.'  "A  son  of  thine  " — so  iIkju  tlidst  swear 
to  him  -••  will  1  sft  upon  thy  throne,  and  deseendaiits  of 
tliine  shall  be  on  thy  throne  forever,  if  only  tluy  keep 
the  conmiandinents  I  teach  them  :  for  /ion  is  the  home  -jf 
mine  own  ihoue,  the  place  wlieie  1  hav<-  vowed  to  dwell 
foH'Ver.  I  will  nourish  her  richly  and  i;:^'  ftjod  in  abun- 
dance to  her  poor.  I  will  clothe  her  priests  with  robes  of 
salvation,  and  put  songs  of  joy  in  the  mouth  of  her  saints. 
In  the  holy  city  I  will  lift  to  honor  a  si  ion  of  the  line  of 
David  mine  anointeti,  and  1  u  ill  ( (iiitiiuic  his  liin-  forever. 
I  will  clothe  liis  enemies  m  robes  of  shame,  inn  en  his 
head  I  will  set  a  j^jlitterinji  crown." 

'Most  prul)al)ly,  in  this  cuiiiiecliou,  suiiie  other  than  I)aviil.  Some  sup- 
pose that  the  people  are  intended,  Ijut  the  reference  is  more  likely  to  he  to  a 
pers'.ii.  Cractz  and  Sellin  suppose  the  suljjea  of  this  psalm  and  I'salm  S^ 
to  be  Zerubbabel. 

2  Cf.  V.  2. 
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^ 


I 

! 
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PSAI,MS  Cnxci.i.xixc     n,,.. 
UNIVERSAL    Ri;i(;.\    nv   jKUcVAlI 


rN-rKor)f(.Tio>j 

^Vh„ever  ,1,,.  fate  of  ,h,  ,,,u.ly  ,„nnarchy  .ni^ht  be 
^ael  alu^ys  felt  hersHf  ,.  „.  ,„„,..  the  so  erJi^my^ 

n,,lom  m„.ht  be  clashed  by  the  hard  facts,  the  Kin"  1 

0    Jehovah  was  sure  to  come.     There  were   tunes    nl 

^>e„,ta.ua.iycan...withobscrvat,.„."_..,e::;:;::^ 

CO  Id  Israel  say.  ••  Jeh-vah  has  dnne  ^reat  thin,.,  for  tis  ■' 

.when  even  the  heathen  were  constn.in.-d  to  ,  .„        hu 

Jehovah  had  done  . ,r.ar,l.„,s  for  th.nr'n. 6.   ',„^^ 

ose  days  were  partly  a  fnltlin.n,  a„,,  partlv  .  p;„p,;    ' 

of  ti)e  K.,!den  days  when  Jehovah  was  to  show  hi  nseif 

|n,  overall  the  earth,  c,ain,in.  and  receiving  the  ha^ 

1;    TTT    ""'''•     '^^'-"-"--tnaLsth-lfe! 

u lar;  and  thro.^h  the  lines  of  the  l>riliiant  and  unpnu- 
0  s  lyncs.  wh.ch  celebrate  some  ^reat.  thot„h  tempo  ary 

sriiirr^"'"'--^"''^'---^-^- 
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1  Iw  Mcasai^cs  of 


,1 


These  psalms,  with  their  lar^;c  outlnok  iipnn  a  ( ominjj 
ju(!v;mfiU  of  iIk-  nations  and  a  cloudless  future  for  Israel, 
doubtless  find  lluir  origin,  like  other  psalms,  in  definite 
historical  occasions.  Ihe  iiun.erous  points  of  contact  be- 
tween these  psalms  and  the  latter  part  of  Isaiah  render  it 
profwblc  that  this  "  new  son>;  "  was  tlie  sonj,^  sung  by  the 
Jews,  when  their  deliverance  from  exile  was  an  accom- 
plislied  fart.  'I'hey  throl)  with  the  joy  of  a  real  redemp- 
tion, bes'-'HS  pointing  to  a  larger  redemption  to  come. 
The  nations  were  amazed,  and  Zion  was  glad  (97  :  8), 
and  r.ature  is  called  upon  to  share  in  the  general  joy  (98  • 
7.8). 

Jehovah,  who  ushers  in  this  blessed  kingdom,  does  so 
in  virtue  i.f  Lis  jwer  and  of  his  character.  He  is  the  glo- 
rious and  terrible  r,od  (97  ;  j-5),  cre.ttor  ;ind  sustainer  uf 
all  things,  lord  of  sea  and  Luui.  valleys  and  lulls  (95  ;  |.  5 ; 
93  •■4-:  9^'-  51-  History  has  made  it  plain  th.it  no  god 
can  be  cotr.pared  to  him  (95  :  3  ;  96  ;  4  ;  97  :  9) ;  and  this 
omnipotence  he  has  exercised  on  behalf  of  Israel  whom  he 
loves  and  shepherds  ( looi  tiy  saving  her  beyond  all  hu- 
man expectation. 

"  Jehov.-il)  has  ni.ide  knmvn  Ins  power  to  lielp. 
His  righteousness  [that  is,  his  vindication  of    Israel]  he  hath 

oiK'nlv  showed  in  the  sight  of  the  nations. 
He  liath  remembered  his  love  and  his  faithfulness 
Toward  the  house  of  Israel. 
All  the  ends  of  the  earth  have  seen 
The  help  our  God  has  given  "  (98  ;  a,  3^ 

J82 


the  Psalmists 


r 


_       "•  ultimate  rcMilt  of  ihis  imt-rposition  of  Jelioval.  u-hich 
.sso  obvious  as   to   he  un.l.niablc  even   by  the   h'atlu-n 
themselves.  ,s  ll.a.  th.-y  too  are  to  be  brou..l„  t..  ,1,.  „■,„,.- 
n.t.on  of  Israel's  (iod.  and  to  join  with  Israel  ,n  the  s,,on. 
taneous  worship  of  hinv     Oecasionally  it  is  su,,ested  that 
ti.e  i>omage  .s  to  be  effecte<i  by  force  (47  :  3).  but  often  it 
IS  represented  as  due  to  the  .ompulsion  of  a  genuine  ron- 
vict.on  msp,red  by  the  marvel  of  Israels  deliveranre  ,y8  • 
3.  4).    15ut  whether  due  to  compulsion  or  conviction  the  re- 
sult .s  to  iH-  that  Jehovah  will  be  king  over  all   the  earth. 
aiKl  his  praises  sung  by  every  nation  (99  :  2   3  •   ,00  •  r 
-).     To  appreciate  the  real  spiritual  significance  of  this 
viMon  of  a  worsiiipping  uorld,  we  have  to  remember  the 
character  of  ,hc  .hvme    k.,,   who  was   thus  worshipi,ed. 
His  love  lor  Israel  was  no  partial  „r  arbitrary  love      H,s 
tc...er  mercies  are  over  all   his  works,  and  he  satis.les  the 
-iesneof   ev.ry  living   thing   ,.45:9.  >6..     His  kingdom 
.s  an  everlasting  ki.i^dom    because   it   ,s  estab-ished   on 
justice.     ••  He  executes  justice  for  the  oppressed 
and  turns  the  way  of  the  wicked  upside  down  ••,,46'  7" 
9  f.).     I  his  then,  was  the  brave  and  brilliant  hope  to  which 
Israel  lifted  her  spirit  at  the  sight  of  her  own  historical  n- 
demption-a  world  of  faithful  v,-orsh,ppers  responding  u  ,th 
Kladness  to  the  salvation  of  her  national  God.  the  only 
God  in  all  the  earth.  •' 
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Psalm  47  :  i 


The  Messages  of 


^1 


o 


» 


Jehovah  is 
king  over  all 


His  benefi- 
cen  niiKlit 
shown  now 
as  in  the 
past  (3-5) 


Ackiiowl- 
edfied  even 
by  foreisn 
nations  to  be 
lonlof  the 
World  (6-1,) 


Jehovah's  umvkrsal  rei(;n 
I.   Its   Universal  Achiowled^ment  (47) 

Clap  your  hanJb  for  joy,  all  yc  peoples,  and  send  up  j;lad 
shouts  to  Israel's  God,  most  higl;  and  dn  ad  ;  for  he  is  the 
great  king  of  the  whole  world. 

Once  in  the  early  days  he  made  nations  subject  to  Israel, 
choosing  for  our  inheritance  the  goodly  land  of  Canaan, 
Israel's  pride  and  delight  ;  -  now  he  has  returned  to  his 
sanctuary  as  victor  accompanied  by  the  piercing  n(;tfs  uf 
the  trumpet. 

Sing  jH-aises,  then,  to  our  (..od  and  King  aga  n  and  yet 
again.  For  our  (iud  is  king  over  all  the  earth  ;  sing  to 
him  a  skilful  song.  His  reign  over  all  the  nations  has 
begun.  He  has  taken  his  seat  un  his  holy  throne.  Foreign 
nobles  are  joining  the  pe()j)ie  ''  uf  Jehovah,  Israel's  ancient 
(iod  ;  for  they  ■  all  are  his.      lie  is  greatly  e.xalted. 

•  \'.  V  "  Gather  jc/V/i  the  people."  if  we  assume,  which  is  probable,  that 
the  word  with  has  fallen  out  bef.ire  the  word  /.o/,V  .•  the  two  words  have  the 
same  consonantal  outline  in  the  Hebrew.  If  the  text,  however,  be  correct, 
it  would  assert  that  these  f.ireigners  were  themselves  a  people  of  Jehovah— 
which  would  indeed  be  very  great  and  almost  without  a  parallel  in  the  Old 
Testament  (rf.  Mai.  i:  u). 

'  The  shields,  that  is,  probably  the  nobles  just  menliuned.  Wellhausen 
trai'Llates:   For  to  God,  our  shield,  belongs  the  world. 
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ihr  Ps(xl mists 


Psalm  i,c, 


'/>  :  S 


The 


2.  /r/^,'r,/rs  Suf.y.„,acv    UK<pusti,„ahl,  ,93) 


contest  '  is  owr 


Jcliovali  is  victor. 


n<-liastaki'iij,.,,„v.ihis 


his  seat  upon  the  throne,  robed  in'maji-stv.  and  i!:^[rt'urh  -'"-"■'■ 
-.  t.    Now  the  u-orl,.  stands  fin.  and  itnnlovabi     ■         ^^:.^^::; 

'^.'"'"  "f  the  victory  thy  throne  wasestabhslu-d  and  f 
^      -ne.t«ab,de.      A,a,n  and  yet  a,ain  di:;!;;    1 
t     PU^  ,o,ccs;btttuathanK,es,yab.n.^ 

- ^ -Id   buakers  of  th=  sea.  majestic  ,n  the  height  stood 

H's   oes  and  t!,e  triumph  of  his  kin.t^dom.     To  this  ^"4":'  "- 
'!d  he  will  preserve  his  holv  temnl,-  •  if    1    n  1  ^'"^ 'e„,piei„ 

:,,rever.  "i^  "oij  temple,  it  shall  be  inviolate  ^'"''^''''••U) 


The  F.staNish 


""■>U  of  /us   i-uiv.rsal  S,v,n-  (96) 


I^et  all  tlie  world  l,l,ss  the  name  of  Isr-^-l's  Cn,^  .n  ,    • 
'->  him  snrh  a  son.r   ,.  u  '  '^"^'  ^'"s"  I'™'"^ '"  Je- 

TOclaim    throiudiour  tile    worlr)    fh»    .1       ■  ■  ,•  '"'>  «>-eat  ard 

.,,.,_,..,,  .^  ^^"t^'''  the  i;lorious  tidmtrs  of  his«'^'"'"'sf<-6) 

-anellous  victory.      f.'„r  ^reat  is  he.    an<i   wr.rtliv  of     , 
praise  :  there  ,s   no  ,od  so  terrible  as  he.     All  n  he     p 
t.ons  have  Idols  f,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,^^^^^.^^,^^^;;;;- 

'  I'>,hm.  interpretmK   the  references  to  t'  -  ,ca  Hter-^Ik-   ,   I        u 
'"  Ne  that  of  rehovah  with  t),„  .      •  """"">•  «al<«s  the  contest 


Psalin  '/)  ;  6 


The  Messages  of 


JelK'vah  x^ 

rcM^ivr  tlic 
h"nia>:;c  of 
the  witfld 
(7-)) 

I'nucr^al 
plaiiness  at 
JcliMvali's 

rule  (iu-12) 


T^nivrr^al 
prai^i-  t-i   [c 
hiivah  fruiii 
mf^n  arirl 
nature  for  his 
redf  inpliun 
of  Israel 
(1-9,1 


tlie  universe.  Majrsty  and  spKndor.  t^lory  aiul  might, 
auonil  iip'-n  liiiii  m  his  lieavcnly  saiKtwary. 

Ascril  ,0  him,  ye  peoples  all.  yea.  s^lory  and  mipht 
asrril)e  '  to  liini  ;  for  these  are  his  due.  Come  into  tlie 
courts  of  his  temple  witli  otferiii,t;s  in  your  hands.  Kneel 
ye  before  him  in  holy  arra\ ,  and  tremble  as  ye  kneel. 

I'rodaim  aeross  the  world  t' at  Jel  ovah  is  now  on  his 
throne.  The  world  is  ti.xed— to  be  shaken  nr)  xwoxv.  Let 
all  be  i;l,id  in  his  presence  — heaven  and  earth  ami  roarimj 
sea,  field  and  forest  and  all  that  is  therein.  I'or  he  is 
comini,',  comini;  to  judt,'e  the  earth,  to  establish  his  riv;ht- 

eous  swa long  tlie  nations,  and  usher  in  the  Messianic 

age. 

4.    The  Join!  llouui^r  of  Xatur,-  an,/  Mdn  (98)  ^ 

Smi,^  to  Jehovali  su>h  a  soni^  as  ye  have  never  simg 
before  :  for,  by  his  own  peerless  mii.;ht.  he  has  won  a 
marvellous  victory  which  has  made  it  plain  to  all  the  world 
how  he  (lefends  his  people  ;  for,  to  its  furthest  emis,  the 
world  has  seen  how  mindful  and  true  Jehovah  has  been  to 
his  love  for  Israel,  liis  ancient  people.  So  let  the  whole 
earth  hail  Jeliovah  as  kinc^  with  ,q;lad  noise  of  shouting  and 
music  upon  cithern  and  harp  and  trumpet  and  horn.     Let 

'  Vv.  7.  S  modelled  on  jg :  i,  2. 

'  This  psalm  is  printed  immediately  after  9'^,  because  it  has  m\irli  in  com- 
mon with  it— the  appeal  to  nature,  and  the  assertion  >,l  the  coming  \\\if.- 
meut. 
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till-   /\sii/;i/!sts 

I'salm  <j7  :  ,o 

-■ure.  too.  join  in  the  glad  acrlaim-thc  earth   u,th  a'l 

1-    Peopk  , he  roann^  sea,  with  al' that   is  there,         ;' 
•"•^  '""^'"'-"  -1^'  ''■^■n>  -xult  for  iov  u>  the     re     n 
i^-ah     for  he.  conun,.  .„„,„,;:  ,:,\:^^^^^^^^^^ 
estabhsh   lis  nehtpoim  ^;-v-.,- .  ,  taiiii.  to 

-U,e>I.ssiar.t;;;;r       ''■'"'"^^^'^^''■'''''"-'■'^^-'^^^^ 


5-    T/u-  Assurau,,  of  Judah's  Seen  it. 


'ty  (97) 


I-«-t  earth  with  her  many  isles  be-  c|-ul    fnr  r  i 

1,,.,,  .  "-  '■^.'''"^f -''-'Hit  with  (lark  st<,rni-(lou.ls  •«'""""">''• 

'>-  throne  ,s  support,.,]  on  justue  and  ri.du  '^  -«-.(.-;) 

^'<_  V"N  fell  do-xn  [irostrate  h  fore  him  ' 

'-'ah.     For,!  ,„  O  -'T"    i'"'  ■'"''  ■•'"  ""  ^'^''"^  of  ■'■^'^■^^' (^. '^) 

"  o„.  ()  (,od  of  Israel,  art  assuredlv  most  hi^h 

i'^  •:^hv''^'^'''^'^^''"^^■"^"'^''^----'■■- 
^^'*"'  "'>  'i'-ar  ones,  who  ablior  udiat  is  evil. 

L'lieyne  transposes  7  .iiul  "      T„  ,) 
•nee  of  ;a,  b  is  n...  obvi, ', .l"'       "  ""  ""^""  '^^''-  "^  "-  verses,  .he  rele- 

2Sy 


Psalm  07  :  lo 


The  Alcssages  of 


The  ^cnirity  thou  dust 
and  gladness 


I 


^? 


M 


•■'"■'■''''1  •■'  '"vo  iliat  IS  nninipotciit,  and  dost  save 
of  jehovairstlicni  coniplcu'  •  from  the  power  of  the:  ,i;odli'ss.  When 
\1ZI)         ''"ir   ^V'-'y   i^  tiark  and  joyloss,  Ii;^ht  and   ^lachiess  arise 

ui)nii  it.     ()  Ik-  ^iad,  then,  ye  righteous,  in  Jehovah,  and 

praise  his  holv  iiauu'. 


Praise  to 
Jt-li^vah   for 
Iiis  tircat  vii . 

tory  (1-5) 


ITe  still  hears 
and  answers 
men  of 
prayer,  and 
forgives  fur 
their  sake 
(6-9) 


6.  J,-hoi;ili's  Just  and  Holy  A'u/r  (99) 
The  Cod  of  lsiM<  I,  ihroiifd  n[)on  tli.rtil)s,  lias  hei,ain 
to  ni,v:n:  let  e.irih  and  all  lur  jx-oplrs  irL-ml)le.  Zion  is 
his  throne  ;  tiiere  he  is  ,t;reat  and  lii.i;h  over  .ill  the  nations 
of  thr  rarth.  I'raise.i  be  iiis  ,i;reat  and  awfnl  name  :  for 
luily  is  h(.  Thou  .irt  a  kin-  who  loves  justiec.'  Thou 
hast  established  order,  and  for-  tliy  people  iliou  hast  exe- 
ctited  ,a  judgment  that  is  just. 

lixalt  then  Jehovah  our  (,nd,  and  fall  down  in  wor- 
ship  before  his  footsKxjl  on  /inn  ;  f,,,-  !„,iy  j^  j,^,  :■ 
Among  his  priests  an  Moses  and  Aaron,  ,im,1  Sanuu'l  is 
among  those  who  eall  upon  his  name ;  and  the  intUienre 
of  those  heroes  of  ,-ineient  times  lives  on.  Thrir  spirit 
IS  still  present  to-d.-iy  aiiK.ng  prusis  and  worshippers,  and 
tiiat    presenee  guarantees    an   answer    to    tluir    prayers. 

'  V.  -a  is  .liffinilt.  I.;,.r,,llv:  "The  strength  .,f  t!,.-  klni;  l..ve.(nrwho 
I.n-cs)  ,,i,l«n,cnt."  !!,„  I,,  4c  at  any  rate,  and  with  almost  equal  certainty 
in  4I.,  the  ••  tho,.  "  refers  f,  Jehc.vah.  Ilesidcs,  thr„n;;!,ont  this  ^roup  ,  f 
psahns  Jeh„vah  himself  is  kinw.  This  may  justify  W.  llhatisen  in  emend- 
inK  and  translatiuR  as  ahove. 

»  Literally,  in  Jacob.     The  judgment  is  prohal)lv  the  fall  of  Uabylon. 

3  Nute  the  refrain  in  v.  9  ;  cf.  ,,iso  3I)  ■•  Holy  is  he." 
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J's.ilni 


95  :  7 


go  unpunishnl.'^  '^     ^  ^'"'^'  '^''^  '"test  their  s,ns 


press  our  thanks  u-ifh  c  '         "         P'-csrn.e  I 

(i-7b; 


-^''^■'^-n.e.,n:n'     .7r^'^"^■'''^'^^™-"a 
t"^  of   all  th,n,s-se    -  n      h 'TT""  ^^  '^^  '^  '^^  -t 

'^-^'nsofthehn,s/o:L:7  •';'""' '^^^^^ 

'^-''  ''-  k'H-e  before  h    ;;/;,. "'^  ''"^^-  '"   --sh,p  and 

^'"''  '""  ""r  shepherd'  u-ho  t   '',    ^      ""''  '"^  "^^'^  ""'>•  ""r 

••'^''-^^inthen,d     ^"•^""''"^--hissheep. 

,.,,.,,,,_,^^^^^^       ^;-^^^a^'th,s  goodness,  ...oui:, 

retrospect  of  .he  early  I,,"...,;  InT,  "   ^"7   ^■«-"-     Possibly  „.ev  .re 

-  %  an  emendatior,  of  H,t.,V      .      i 
■""ntradict  8b.     Di.hm  r      >  '"  "'^  P^^cnt  text    Rr   .,.,, 

"  -'  ~  "-.  in  cer,a;„  .her  ^^^l;^;;;-  ^^  ^^^^.Z 
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Psalm  95  :  7 


TJic  Messages  of 


I 


Jehovah's     li>it:ii  tf)  my'  voicc  to-dav,    not  li.inlcniri)^    your   hearts 
alfam^'^'rc-    a-aiiist  iiiv  lovc,  as  in  the  olti  days,  once  ami  again,  in  llie 
p.-aiiiiKthe    wildomcss,'  wluro  your  iinbelit.viiii;  fathers  put  me  to  the 
the  past        test,  notwitlistaiidiiii;  tin;  works  whidi    tlicy  saw.      I*"orty 
lon^  years  did  I  hear  with  abhorrmcc  that  wickfd  venera- 
tion, and  upon  theni  I  was  ronstrauicd  to  pronounce  tlie 
doom  of  exclusion  from  Canaan  :  for  wandering  hearts  had 
they,  and  ttiey  did  not  understand  my  gracious  ways.     So 
in   mine   an',,'er  I  solemnly  swore   that  they  should   never 
enter  the  'and  of  rest." 


r 


Praise  to 

Jrh.v.ih.the 
<iniy    <  i'  ^t. 
i'X  his  iin- 
ilyinn  love 
(-5) 


8.  'jt-hovah  t/i  ■  one  Gy^jcious  Lord  of  All  (loo)' 

T.e'  ail  t!ie  world  hail  Israel's  Cod  with  a  shout  of  joy. 
(.'ome  and  worshp  in  his  presence  with  shouts  of  glad- 
ness. .Aekiiowh  ,lge  that  Israel's  (iod  is  tlie  only  <io(l.  It 
is  he  that  has  ma  le  us  and  his  we  are ;  *  we  are  his  peo- 
ple and  he  is  our  shepherd.  As  ye  enter  the  courts  of  his 
temple,  lift  up  the  voice  of  thanks,  and  praise  and  bless 
his  name.  For  Jehovah  is  good,  his  love  and  fait'nfulness 
are  c/erlasting. 


'  If,  with  the  text,  we  rp.id  "hi-s."  the  clause  will  go  with  i  7b. 

-  If.  I'.xodus  17  :  17. 

"IN.  1  «  is  printed  immediately  after  Ps.  95,  as  they  li.ive  much  in  com- 
mon ;   rf.  in  partirular,  95  :  7  and  too  :  3. 

*  Instead  of  "he  made  us,  anj  not  we,"  should  be  read,  "he  made  ns 
end  liis  we  ar»-.''  I'  lebrew  words  for  "not"  and  "  to  him  "  have  tlic 
taiuc  ^Uiid  \y.  j). 
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I'sahn  S;  ;  7 


Ji'iiisalcni,   the  citv  r,f   r  1        .      • 
'•^  <i^'arcr  to  l,i,n  ^u..,,  ,,„  ^,,       ^'""'  """'foiv  that  citv  ^p^"-'' 

numbered   sn,„,  that  k  u.u-  J"'' ;'*7'""/he  cmei.  arc  "•"■""  ,4.;) 
"-'^^'^^■tl.cchnchen.f/,.,!!-,^:;''"'^"^  ^-^and 

'^^I''i'y,hcn,o.sthi.     (         .^'''T7'-'''--«f  >'-cuy 

-''•';-'' -ords  the;:  ;:;L,,i;'j-:;:^''^'^'eNat.tts. 

>;-  luMns  in  .hose  countries  '   '"  '""'"^'>""'  b"-  might  p.ss.biy  be  to 

^•>'>  the  Creek  version. 

;-»«,.  .„  .,,1,.  ,„,„,„     ,;f^,^,t;;'  ■;».:.- „, ,,  ,^., 

'»'iiiiy  .-uurce^  are  in 
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THE   BOOK   OK   LAMENTATIONS 


r 


1 


:,?     * 


rm:  cook  of  lamentations 


I>fTROLUCTION 

A   vciy  old   tradition  ascrilx's   rh,.    . 
l>ook  to  J.r..,niah   thou.d,  ^'"■"posmon  of  the 

Hebrew  Hi,,,..       ,         "'        "I "  T"'^'""  *^'  ""  ^  '"= 
-ith  t,,esc  words     "Andr  ^  '"  '°°'^  "'^  P^^^^^^ 

-h  sat  down  weepin,  and  ..rted^p^'L::;;^;;:; 

2y5 


J 


The  Messages  of 

Jerusalem   aral   sai<l."     Karlirr   still    uv    „n,l   ,„  So„n<i 
Chn,ni.:lcs35  ;  25  an  allusion  to  certain   iainmtatiuns  of 
Jcrnniah  ovt-r  Josiah,  winch  look-thou.^h  uc  c  annot  be 
ct-rtam-as  if  the  compiler  of  Chrcnncles  referred  our  pres- 
ent Hook  of   I.aiiuntations  to  Jen-nnali.     If  he  diti  so,  he 
must    have   seen  in  4  :   zo  an  allusion   to  Kinj;  J,,.siah. 
whereas   the   reference    is   almost    certainly   to  /edekiah.' 
This  early  conjecture  of  authorship  is  far  from  uimatural. 
Two  of  the   poems  at   any   rate   (cliapters  2  and  41  were 
obviously  written   by  an   eyewitness,  and  the  hook  is  dis- 
tmctly  composed  in  the   prophetic  spirit,  which  r.'.t^rards 
the  calamity  as  the  consequence  of  sin  (i  :  5.  8) ;  and  the 
prophet  himself  has  been  thouKlu  to  he  'the  man"  who 
had  seen  aflliction  (3  :  j).      Hesides.  the  tender  love  for 
the  city  and  its  people  that  breathes  throui^h  the  elegies  is 
quite  in  the  spirit  of  the  i)rophet  who  wrote  : 
O  that  my  head  were  waters, 

And  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears, 
Tluit  I  niifjht  weep  day  an.i  niglit, 

For  the  sliin  ui  the  daughter  of  my  p.^ople  (Jrr.  9  :  i). 
But  there  is  much  to  be  said  on  the  other  side.  The 
statement  that  Jeremiah  is  the  author  of  the  book  does  not 
appear  in  the  Hebrew  text,  and  it  is  easier  to  suppose  that 
It  was  added  by  the  Cieek  veixion  than  that  it  was  lost 
from  the  Ib^brew.  It  is  .also  very  sii^nihc.mt  that,  though 
m  the  Creek  version,  fi.liowed  by  the  Latin  and  the  luig- 
lish,  the  liook  of  Lamentations  is  placed  after  Jeremiah,  in 
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;;'  -.r  nostrils,  the  anointed  of  Jeho  .  h  ''\  'T^' 

^-••^•--.   'Under  his   shadow  we  V  nil"  h;'    *"^°"' 
nations'"  (-,  .  ^n,      t-,  ^  ^'''"'  ''^e  amont^  the 

'3:Uisn^d;l^^  """.f"'-'--a'^'i't^on^ 
-!'-'>.  in  verses  ,"'  ^'T'''''''  '"'  ^'"-  '"">'-„„,, 
A^ain,  it  would  ha^l^l^^nu-M  T  T'""'  "'"^^-• 
Jeren,iah   should   have    t^  ,ed      '     ,  '"       '  '''''' ^''''^' ^^ 

•'"   "ot  '.vnte  acrostics   when   th  ir  '      "" '  "'^'^^ 

A^  the  two  poems  (ehap:;'!;^^;r^;--''-a^in.. 
'"ost  probabilitv,  on   other  Ir  ~      ,    f    "''  "'"'''•  ^^'"l 

-m  to  depend   u;rpe'^;'t'''^^^^^^^^^^ 

there  are  no  eonnn  .in,4  on     s  T^  '^""^''"'^-  ^^at 
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The  Messages  of 


five  poems  all  conic-  from  ;l,e  same  lu.nd.     T!u-  siructuiv 
of  the  ditfcrciit  poems  vanes  considerably.     Th^  (irsi  four 
are  wntten  in  the  qinah  or  elegiac  metre,  in  whic  h   the 
second  line  is  a  little  shorter  than  the  first  -usuallv  three 
beats  followed  by  two.     In  the  last  poem  this  n'letre  is 
dropped,  no  doubt  because  it  is  not  an  ele^y  but  a  prayer. 
J  he  hrst  four  poems  are  alphabetic,  while  tiie  fifth  is  not 
though  It  can  be  no  accident  that  the  number  of  verses  in 
It  coincides  with  the  number  of  letters  in  the  JK-bivw  il- 
pliabet      But  even  the  first  four  poems  exhibit  consider- 
able differences  among  themselves.     In  the  first,  second 
and  fourth,  each  letter  of  the  alphabet  has  a  single  verse- 
in  the  third,  three  consecutive  verses  begin  with  "the  samJ 
letter.     In  the  first  and  second  poems,  each  verse  contains 
three  elegiacs  ;  in  the  third,  one  ;  an<l  in  the  fourth   two 
In  the  hrst  poem,   the   letters  appear   .n   the  customarv 
order  of  the   Hebrew  alphabet;  in  the  second,  third  and 
fourth,  P,  precedes  Ayin  (as  if  1'  in  English  were  to'pre- 
cede  ()).     7  his  v.iriety  is  not  absoUu<^ly  inconsistent  with 
unity  of  authorship,  but  it  certainly  ratlier  !o.,ks  the  othe- 
way.     And  this  suspicion  is  confirmed  on  closer  examina- 
tion ;  for  the  second  and  fourth  poems  stand  out  from  the 
others  m  i>nrtraying  the  horrors  of  the  siege  with  especial 
vividness,  while  the  first  and   fifth,  though  also  charged 
with  sorr.iw,   contemplate   the  original  calamity  from  a 
gteater  distance.      The  third  poem  again  is  the  most  arti- 
<ieial,  the  least  impressive,  and  probably  the  latest  of  all. 

2y8 


than 
to 
he 


.  ■Lamentations 

It  is  quite  impossible  to  determine  tl>e  dato  mo,v  ,n 
•'!'l>roximatcly.     Chapters    ^   -nul    ,  -.r 

i'^'ui  tor  sonif  time  sneiit       Tl,  ,  '^        ''"'^ 

'»-'-'- st,,i  poi,i,:^;'^  J"  ;;f'''^'' ---• -i'^'^ 

3  is,  m  ai!  pruba!;ilitv.  stHl  later     \^ ^  f  '■'''^'' 

KUti— aort  Luc  we  cannot  tell. 


II 

FARUKR    t.AMKXTS    OVKR    thk    SoKR.nvs    OK 
JKKLSAI.KM   (2  and  4; 

I.    The  Divine  J:i.,nmt  and  the  InconsoUbU 
Son  07V  (2) 

Alas!  how  thick  is  the  cloud  in  which  rh  ■  T       .  • 
''"•'•'PPin,!,'  the  people  of  /io„       n    ,  ^^"''^  '"  ^"-Thesom.w 

■      "th.shohhouse.-     TheopenIat.dofJ.«,ahhehasn;:;:Mr::;;- 
ally,  tht  temple.  ciiro.i.  ..S;  ,,,  ^r,  more  gener- 
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Lamentations  3  :  2  T/icJfessagrs  of 

nuh!.-ssIycoMs,nne,i,andluT  furtr.^s.-s  h.  lus  daslu-,!  u, 

|lH^uro„„d  ,n  Ins  anger;   lur  ki„j,anuiu,pn„..,.slu- Ins 
bnn,,ht,o.i,shonor.     I„  h.sl.ot  an.^er  he  hailunvn  Israd  s 

He     ag.'s  ,n  Judah  like  a  consunnnj,^  \'n-^.     i|,  ,.,,,,,  ,„^ 

stand  and  h.Kis  Ins  bou- like  an  en..n,y,  and  Slav 
ovely  ma.dcns  and  n,en  of  Zu.n,  pnurin,.  „ut  his  ane 
■ke    .re  ,n  her  dweilings.     TIk-  Lord  has'become    uS 
oe   he  has  destroyed  h.r  ntterly-her  people,  palacts  and 
fortresses-and  moann.,.  and  ben:oanin,  he  has  .ive^e 
.ns^iaurKlance.     The  booth  he  has  destroyed^  Hke  th 

^als.  hke  the  temple  at  uhu  h  tluy  uv,v  held.      Ki„..  and 
pnests.  desp.te  their  s.-,nrtity.  he  has  rejected  in  his.uu.er 
He  has  spnrned  his  oun  altar,  and  made  its  holy  pL.ce  un-" 

holy.  Kivin,   over  i,.  walls  and  buildings  to  the   foe.  uho 

have  ra.sed  shouts  in  the  temple  hke  the  shouts  on  a  day 

of  festnal.      lie  has  determined   to   destroy  the  walls  o^^ 

erusalen.  and  he  destrovs  inexorably.  catLn,  wall  a,^ 

bt.varktola,n,.ntto,...her.     The  city  gates  a:;  buned  n 

fK  dust,  the  bars  are  broken  to  pieces.      Kin^  and  princes 

ar    .n  a  heathen  land,  priests  are  no  more,  proph  ts  a  e 

-H   out  a  vs.on  from  Jehovah.     T  he  old  tnen  sit  n  silence 

on  the  ground,  with  dust  on  the.r  heads,  and  .sackcloth  o,' 

.  :  8  :  Ps.  So  :  S  ff.)  '  "'^'^''^ ""'''  "'""'  '^-"P-'-'  •-  a  vine  (cf.  Is. 


;oo 


f^ii-  Psalmists 


Lamentations  z:\-j 


'">  ("-"pit',     nabcs  and  lirilp  ,i,,i  i  ,  "^ distress  „f 

au-avin  the  street,  nf  tt,  (lul.irenare  faintini,r 'he  cy  ar. 

^"<'  -streets  of  the  citv.     "  O  srlve  ..^  hr .    i  ■■    ,^."""and 
'-h'l'lren  sav  to  their  mother.  \.  ,u  '-'''^'    "'^""^""-lahle 

like  the  woun.ied    n  b  u  T     7  '''"""  '"  ^'""^  ^^^^^^^  ^'""' 

'-^-hona,:i;:;x;^;;:rtr'^^T'-^^'^ 

can  be  compared  to  thine    n.  ''  ""  ^'"'^  ^'''^^ 

'hine,  O  daughter  of  /   "      H    '"""'"  "'  '"^""-^-'aWe  as 
a.^the  sea.     Emnr  -  .nrr '      ?'?""'  '^■"--able-vast 

thy  prophets.  Td  7 ';':::;  '"•?'""  ^'^^^•'-'-  ^^ 
-.'heyn,i,Hth;:;i;^;U^^^^^^^^^ 

^'-■eu.ered  false  pn,phee:hrh"''r'  ^  '"^  ''"^^ 
thy  banishment.     In  malic     'n  ^'"-".^lu  about 

claps  his  hands  at  the       ^^  "T^'r^"^"^' "■^>-^-- 

■•I^this;'theysay.'^j:;^!f^^^^'"^  his  head. 
=  he  whole  earth  ^'  ■      n^  ^'''^'''  ^'^''^tny.  the  joy  of 

cruel  mouths  wide  a.  i  t  rh"'";""'"''  "'^'^"'^^  'heir 
•heir  teeth.  '•  W  ha^"  1  "'  T'  "'''  ^''^'^^S 
"Ves!    th,,s  is  thed.v    h.t         ?""    ''"  ^''^  "  ^'->-   -^^J- 

;--'hat.etn:^;t:;:^:7-TT,  ^'^'^'^ 

::o;r-trr:h:?---^^^^^^^^ 

r-^and„adbyte:tt^,::-^:,-^^-;nem,es 

'  Ps.  .so:!:  .,8:2. 
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Lnmrntations  2  .  ,8  T/lc  Afrssa^cs  of 

Cry'  alr.u.l  to    ,1,.    I.nni,    ,>   v,r:„n    -lau.^ht.r  of  Zion 
ay  and  ni^Hu  Irt  torrents  of  tears  roll  ,|,nvn  thv  cheeks 
\\eep  without  .easing.     When  the  r^v^\^,-^^,,ui  be<nns' 
and  all  the  work!  is  sleeping,  rise  thou  and  ,-rv.  anri,  with' 
hands  uphftr.l,  pour  out  thy  tearful  plaint  befo're  tlie  I  onl 
for  the  death  of  thy  little  children.      Look.  O  mv  ( iod    uvl 
see  on  whom  thy  heavy  hand  has  fallen-innocent  women 
and  .  h.ldren.  sacred  priests  and  pr,.phets  -women  devour- 
ing their  darling  children,  priests  and  prophets  slaughtered 
m   the    holy  place,  old  and  young  lying  on   the    streets 
youths  and  maidens  perished  by  the  sword,  slain   slaugh- 
terc<i  by  ,hce  on  tlie  day  of  thy  pitiless  anger.     For  safetv 
they  streamed  from  the  villages  =  rr.und  aho„,  to  thr  holy 
c.ty  as  on  a  day  of  festival,  but  not  one  escaped  on  the  day 
of  thine  anger.     The  darling  children  whom  f  brou.dn  up 
were  destroyed  liy  the  foe.  ' 

2.    The  Fate  of  (he  People  .:nd  th.ir  Leaders  (4) 

Ah  me  !  how  has  the  fine  gold  of  the  temple  been  swept 
by  the  hre  and  lost  its  lustre,  and  its  stones  been  poured 
out  at  every  street  corner.^  The  people  of  Zion.  once 
more  precious  th.in  gold,  are  counted  as  worthless  as  the 
fragments  of  a  broken  vessel.     Kven  monsters  suckle  their 

'  Kmeiiiied  text. 

*Or,  thou  hast  summoned  the  things  ,h.-,t  ..ffrighl  me  (v.  ,M 
\.  .   may  Lc  taken  luerally  of  ,he  temple  <v    ,  referring-  to   the  people 
Of  Jerusalem,  or  metaphor.cally  ,v.  .  being  regarded  as  the  explanation) 
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If<T  nobK.nien  •  were  utterly  (iisrK.„red      Th.  A      r 
^'"•n.ss   of^    their    visaee    u-:.«    ,i"'"L  /^.^'^^^''"^;l,::V--' 

into   the  "'f"''""sJi 


"1'  <he  Mrce,,,  .-,„d  no  „„'  L    , '  ,f  ''      '  '">■  P'"-'"^ 

■  ^-or  the  „«,rich,  cf   Jub39:,j.,fi 

.  !"'."  f"'"'-''^  mcininp  „f  (he  last  dause  „f  v  ^  U  .     . 

•  r-.terally.  N'a3iri>es.  cf   C.cn   40  •    '611  ''"^  doubtful. 

^^.S^r::',^'  "  '  '  °'^^--  •"-  %-";^rye:haps  hair)  .ho.e  hice  a 

*  'V,  for  want  of. 

3°  3 
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The  fate  nf 
the  priests 
and  the 
prophets 
(I3«f>> 


:^ 

'-■r 

>« 

'>► 

•^ 

C^j 

•-  J 

^ 

•»-^ 

'•J 

« 

\ 

All  hocau:  >  of  the  sins  of  ,ln-  prophets  and  priests,  uiio 
shod  mnoccnc  blood  in  Jerusalem  ;  and  with  the  blood- 
stams  upon  them  t!u-y  wander  recklessly  about  the  streets 
toucImiiT  the  people  with  their  garnu-nts.  ••  Away,  awav' 
unclean  :  touch  no  one."  cried  the  an^ry  citizens  ;  for  no 
more  durst  they  tarry  in  the  land  t!,ev  ha.i  pr>ll„tc-,l  ^  So 
(.od  m  his  an^rer  would  look  upon  th.ni  no  more-  priests 
and  prophets  both-he  has  scattered  them  pitilessly  amonr 
the  nations.  ' 

'V:^  "'    ,  '^  "'-''■"^  ^'•'^^■"^^''  "P"n  the  kinjrs  or  nations  nf  the  earth 

(...  .7-)     that  an  enemy  would  pass  through  the  ,i;ates  of  Jerusa- 

I'  ni. '     r.ut  oh  !  how  long  did  we  strain  our  weary  eves  in 

va,n  from  the  watch-tower  for  tlv,-  lulp  of  ,!,c  peopk-  wh. 

brought  no  help.     Our  enemies  watched   us  so  narrowly 

that  we  dar<(I  not  appear  in  the  streets.     Our  d.-^ys  are 

nutnhere.l,  the  end  is  near.     Our  enemies  were  swifte-  in 

the.r  pi,rsuit  than  the  eagles,  hunting  us  down  on  .„oun- 

tam  and  wilderness.     Most  pitiful   of  all,  the  very  kintr 

was  captured.  Jehovah's  anointed,  the  breath  o(  our  life- 

the  king  niuicT  ^vhosc  protection  we  had  hoped,  even  in 

exile,  to  live. 

'V.  ,r.  which  interrupts  the  connection,  h  placed  here  because  of  the 

'  The  text  nf  v.  ,s  i>  .tiffirult,  and  probably  faulty 
inva'iit,   Tu7f:"   ^'f  Jerusalem    and  the  temple  duri„«   Sennacherib's 

x;:::;:;.-:;:;^; ;:,:  '■ '  ■ ' '-'  --  --  -  "-^  ^-^^^  ••>-  -ey  were  i. 
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Take   your  nil   of    iov     v«  ir  » 

7- y"..r ,,,„,, to.Modri.k,,^:;;;;'"',''' ^^■' "  -"r,,.,™ 

<l™nk™  stai,.  ye  sinll  1,.,  '    "^  '"  J'""'  '»-'l'l^»  fc""  "' 

<«-J  "ilJ  „„  ,„„e  ™rrv  he  '",  ""'  ""'•  ■■'""  ''" 

''-v"-s..n.,eK:L::::'™':--:;;j;"'"'.ed,s. 

fir 

LATER    LAMKNTS    r.vFR     ,,., 

""     --'^KOU-s    OK   JEKLSALEM 
('  a/nl  5; 

I-    Thr  Cnnf artless  Doom  f,) 
'\^'^^M,on-|o„.Ivsh,  sits  sh..  „,,, 
'"me.  she  that  on,-,.  ,..  ■   ,    ""-^"'^no  is  dead  is  she  he   /^■■"-•iifm 

■''tained  with  tears;  there   t.t'  "'f  "  '^"  ^'^^'^'^'^  -'■«''""' 
^"'■^'-      ■^"    '>e     fend  V;"7'^'-iov..rs  to  com- 
^""-■<'  ^"■.      I  r..-n  the  n   sen  o      •''-"'■''  """  "•■""^'-  -'<' 

'^'•^'''-n  land,  and  she  tlnds  „o  ;i;  .      ;■     '"'"'^   '^   '"  a 
'CY  p,.  .37.^  '  •"■  ''^■''  IHTsecutors 

%yp.  .s  no  doubt  chiefly  referred  .i  J"^;     "  "••^'^  ">=  '-«-  of  Job. 


r- 
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The  Mcssiigcs  of 


overtake  her  in  the  midst  of  hor  distress.     Thr  luyhw.iy.s 
that  lead  tn  Jerusalem  make  lamentation,  because  no  pil- 
grims to  the  festivals  arc  seen  upon  tiieni.  nor  do  any  pass 
tlirough  the  gates  of  the  city.     1  Icr  priests  si^h.  her  mai.i- 
ens  are  dragged  away,'  and  o!i  !  bitterness  is  hers.      Her 
foes  are  licr  masters,  niceess  is  theirs;  Jeliovah  has  suf- 
fered them  to  afflict  Jerusalem  Ineausc  of  lur  many  sins. 
and  to  drive  her  little  ones  into  captivity.     The  glory  is 
vanished  fn.m  ilir  people  of  Zion.     Her  princes  are  like 
harts  that  an-  hungry  and  too  weak  to  escape  the  pur- 
suer.'    .She  cills  to  r.    .,1  the  days  of  her  misery.^'  when 
her  people  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  with  no  one  to 
save,  while  tin    f,,,'  feasted  their  mocking  eyes  upmi  Ikt 
desolation,      it  is  bcc.uise  of  h.r  sin  that  Jerusalem  has 
become  a  filthy  abomination.*     The  friends  who  honored 
h<  r  despise  her  now,  because  they  have  seen  her  naked- 
ness  :   and  she,  unhappy,  turns  ba<  k  with  a  sj-h.     Her 
uncleanness  is  in  her  skirts.     She  gave  no  thoui^ht  to  the 
days  to  come ;  so  her  fall  was  terrible,  and  unredeemed 
by  a  Wdi-.l  (if  consolation.      ()   Inok.  my  (iod.  upon  the 
misery  lli.it  I  suffer  from  my  haughty  foe:  for  he  has  laid 
his  unholy  hands  upon  the  treasures  of  palaces  and  temple. 
Yes.  she  lias  had  to  see  her  holy  temple  entered  by  peo- 

•  Or— thcjtiRli  less  prubaljly— Krieved  (v.  4). 

=  The  particular  alluMoii  is  doubtless  t.,  Zcilckiah's  fliKlit  (Jer.  ^9:  4,  5). 
»  V.  7I),  whirh,  besides  heiiij:  an  echo  of  other  passages,  makes  the  verse 
too  l')MK.  should  priibably  be  uiiultcd. 

*  Cf.  Lev.  15 :  igf. 
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pies  whom  tlioii  li.ulst  forI)i,l,l,.    , 

'''cir  search  for  hrcad  the  n       .  '''  ^""  "'^'"'"'- '     '" 

parted  With  their  ;;:^:i;t;i:tr?''r-  ^"^>'"-'^ 

"P-  n,e  ,n  .he  day  of  Ms  hi     a  ™    v'^l'  "^'^  '-"-^^1^ 
has  hurled  .lown  lire  iio.m  ,„        i,    ,  '"  '''■•»^'''"  ''^'  ''"'7^'"' 

«  -t  so  U.at  ,  ,.,       "        :  ;;..„  '^  "-  --^'H  my  feet  in  u^::^^, 

'"■"'•■  "-  solitary  and  s    k       ," '      '"■;  ?'!''""'"•     '  '^^  ''•- 
"!'-'"  ">y  sins  ■  he  h  '     '  „;        \  ^'""  ''^"'  ^>'^'^  ■'^^•^-  '^^-en 

crippled  my  stren,:  h'        ,  .    "  "•-^'  ""•'^•'  -"'  ^^en.  having. 
■n.e  <lau,htersof  J„d.h  h-n"  "."^  '">'  ^"""-^^  '"<"• 

'II  Dent.  -1  •  J     ,  ti.o    -M      1-  .S*-''^'n<is 

*•    -J-    11    4    trie     .\| ■  .;i hlt^c  -».,.  1     * 

4.  :  9,  all  foreigners.  "'"'  •^"■■"■""'e^  nr.  ex,  lud.,1 ,    i„  K,elc 

4"H:;:;:r;i;:::^;:-«-r  7- "-'•-...... 
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*^ 
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an  ,i!)omination.     Jehovah  is  just.  F  have  been  rebellious. 
I  appeal  to  ail  the  world  to  look  upon  my  sorrow.     My 
ynunv;  tneii  .ind  maidens  have  been  swept  into  exile.       I 
called  to  my  friends,  but  they  have  not  kept  faith.     I'ri.  sts 
and  elders  in  the  city  are  dyinj;  of  hunj^er ;  they  seek  for 
brc.id  to  revive  their  spirits  ;  but  all  in  vain.'     Look.  O  my 
C;od.  upon  my  distress.     My  heart  beats  fast,  and  I  writhe 
Willi  p.iin.  as  I  see  how.  for  niy  foolish  rebellion,  the  sword 
deals  death  in  the  streets,  while  pestilenee  and  famine  reii,Mi 
in  I  he  houses.    Listen  to  my  sij^hinR :  there  is  none  to  com- 
fort me.      .All  mine  enemies  h.ive  hcinl  with  delij^rht  of 
the  calamity  that  thou  hast  brou>;lit  \\\>u\\  me  in  chastise- 
ment  for  my  sins.     Look  upon  their  wickedness,  and  let 
them  fare  as  I  have  fared.      Do  to  them  as  thou  hast  done 
to  mc  ;  for  my  sighs  are  many  and  my  heart  is  sore. 

2.    The  Prnycr  (5) 

Hethink  ihcc.  O  our  Ciod.  of  all  that  is  come  upon  us. 
Look  and  sec  how  we  are  insulted.  Our  homes  and  the 
ancient  land  we  love  have  passed  to  the  hands  of  strangers 
am  I  aliens.  We  are  as  ehiltlren  without  a  f.ithcr  whose 
mother  is  husbandiess.  Water  and  wood  we  have  to  buy, 
as  though  we  were  in  a  strange  land.  Tlie  yoke  of  perse- 
cution is  upon  us  ;  we  are  weary  and  never  come  to  rest. 
We  v,trcti  h  out  supi)lianf  hands  to  I-'.^ypi  and  I'.abyloii  for 

'  S.>  the  (Jreek  version,  which  ends  v.  19  with  the  wrrJs.  "  and  they  found 
it  not," 

3"8 
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-^  our  lives  frun/    .r^bh!  h^",""?'^'^  ^' "'^' ''-•' 
^-"••ne.     Matrons  am     n^'      J-"  '"""/^•^•-  «'"-  "f 

''anyed  and  ddcrs  d.sl,onorc-,l      vJ  '"'"'''  ^^'^•'"^ 

Pelled  to  carry  the  mill   2"    „  '^  "''''  '''''  ^o"'- 

heavy  loads  o^v.,"''Tt  el  '"""''  """^  ^'-> 

«atc-s..  and  the  yo    hs  J^  v^  o  1?,^""'  '"  ^''^"^"^  •''  '"«= 
was  glad  no  more  •  the  d  , .-  "'"'''•     ^"^  ''«-'-« 

^^"M-or  is  in  thf  d.:tr;^^ 

^'""'•d.     Our  heart  is  sirk  -.n  I  "  '  ^"^  w^'   ^'-'^e 

t'-  '-.ly  h,li  of  /,.„;  1L:':^,  •  "^  "";  ^y-  ••"■e  dark,  because 

tl'^-c.  and  make  us  aijain  is  ,„  ?  '^  "'  ^■'^•'^  toj'-rance 

"'-^>  rejected  us  utterl        'sV     "'^' '^'''>''' ^'^ -'''•     ^r  h.,st      " 
utterly  ?  ,.s  thine  anger  against  us  so  very 


('y--'^) 
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IV 

LAMENT    AM)    I'RA\  KR    (j) 
The  city's         I  am  the  man'  of  miscrv,  whom  (iod,  in  his  ancer 

lameiit(i-^i)  ,  it,,',,.  ft      ■ 

'has  smitten  with  his  rod  I  he  way  that  !ie  has  guided 
and  led  me  was  dark  and  murky.  I  am  tlie  one  against 
whom  he  turns  his  hand  cvc-more.  He  !ias  witliered  and 
bruised  me  altogetlier— tlesh  and  skin  and  bones.  He  has 
made  me  like  a  besieged  city,  and  built  round  about  me  a 
wall  of  bitterness  and  weariness.  He  has  const-  lined  nie 
to  make  my  home  in  the  darkness,  like  the  dead  that 
cannot  rise  again.''  He  has  blocked  my  w.iy  as  wi'h  a 
high  hedge  or  a  wall  of  hewn  stone  which  I  cannot  pierce, 
io  that  my  pathway  is  crooked  and  confused.  He  has  made 
me  like  a  prisoner  bound  with  heavy  chains  of  bronze,  and 
his  ears  are  deaf  to  my  cry  for  help.  lake  abear  or  as  a 
lion  he  lurked  for  me  in  secret.  He  chased  me  aside  and 
tore  me  in  pieces  and  left  me  desolate.  He  has  set  me  as 
a  target  for  the  arrow  that  he  has  launched  from  his  bent 
bow,  and  the  arrow  has  pierceti  my  heart.  Tlie  whole  world 
mocks  me  in  taunt-songs  unceasingly,  and  bitterness  is 
mine  in  abundance.     He  gave  me  stones  for  bread.'  and 

'  Tu  be  taken  culleciivcly  al  the  people  (cf.  vv.  40-47),  as  often  in  the 
Psalms  (see  pp.  25-30). 

-Cf.   Ps.  14J  :  3. 

'The  literal  meaning;  uf  this  'lispntcd  pas^.ijje  in  v.  16  spprsrs  to  be: 
he  bruke  my  teeth  on  theyiavel— .i  jihrase  of  which  various  explaiiatioiil 
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humbled   me   to  the  dust.'     Peace   ;,n  ) 
"line  no  more  ■  str,.nuH,       ..  "^   prosperity  were 

=^aid.  "  Mv  C Vci   rr^      ''"^  '"'^^  ''''''  """-  "°  '"ure.    I 
^-e^fmlLr;!^^^^?;    ^  ^'^'""^  ^'- of  my  ..J 

--n,...:t;dC;:;;;;;;;;:;:v 

-•■        -'  "^^^'^^ta.ses.^-md  Ins  p,tv  never  ":''^''.'^-» 


f^i's.     Every  mor  un^  tl  •  '''''    '"''  ''"  '"^>-  "--:''! 

faithfulness  ainu"     7      ",  '""  "  "^"'  -'^'  t-^^--  -'f  thv  n-..;.:;^e 

^-andsee^s'lli!;:       :3        -'--.  that  hope;  m  ;^:!3^r 
f--  one  to  vvau  in  silence  fo    L  ,1         f"^  ''"''''  '''"^• 

-y-th.  Lethu.sit^.d      ';:^^'"''^"^-'--yoke 

alone,  bou-ed  to  ,he  dust    eh     ''  r^";*'^"  '"  ^i'^"'-^-  a.>d 
give  his  cheek  to  the  sn  '  r',     '"^^'  '"■"  ''''^'-     ^^^  ''i'" 

affliction  is  but  fo   a  rr.:f  "^r  ^'^^'  "'-^i' ^  f-  the 

;'>-ord  follows  ;::;;;^;:rr^----^ 

^-;-^-  ^o  ,ive  pain  and  sorrow :  he  has  no  nl  ""' 

prisoners  crushed  ijeneath  th  Pleasure  m  seeing 

,       .  "'''''^''^^"'"'l^"'-ors«  heel-no  pleas. 

n'ay  be  ,u  s.me  punis,„„ent  '"  '">'  ''^"•-  "■"  -  ""^  reference 

raore  p,„bable  is  ,h    simple  emend  u..,      n""      "  '"'"^"''■'''l'-  ''"-     Much 

•  Cf.  Num.  ,8  :  ,o.  "'"''•'"-"  •  tbe  ,„erc.cs  of  Jehovah  cease  ,.ot. 

*  Tlie  Rjl)yloiiiaiii. 


3'i 


Laincntaiions  3  :  36 
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The  Mcsr^i^es  of 


"re  in  seeing'  justice  perverted,  or  the  cause  r.f  the  inno- 
cent defeated  at  the  trial. 
Exhortation       X„thin,^.  <-an  co.i>e  to  pass  uithcnu  ihe  Lord's  perniis 

X^n/:;:^"';";,    "^."  "'f  '"°^^  '"«''•  ^'^^  -thor  of  «ood  and  evi  • 

(,;.34)  inu  tue  evl  ,s  chastisement  for  sin,  and  wherefore   .i-.ould 

-   "-.'"      .urmur   thereat.'     Nay,  rather,  let  us  .arnestly 

cxannne  our  ways,  and  return  to  J.hovah,   the   Cod"  in 

heaven,  ual>  hearts  and  hands  u],l,fted,  and  confess  our 

We  have  indeed  sinned  and  been  rebellious  ;  and  thou 
hast  not  forguen.  Thou  )>ast  .rapped  tl>yself  in  the 
mantle  of  th,ne  an^^er.  and  pursued  us  pitilessly  to  the 
ieath.  Our  prayers  could  not  pierce  the  thick  cloud 
uh.ch  h,d  thee  Thou  hast  made  the  world  look  upon 
us  w,th  eyes  of  contempt  and  loathinK^  Our  enemies, 
one  and  a  1.  have  opened  their  cruel  nunuhs  a,.unst  us. 
I-ear  and  death,  ruin  and  destruction  are  ours    ' 

liecatise  of  the  ruin  of  the  daughters  '  of  lerusalem  my 
sad  eyes  stream  with  tears,  which  shah' not  cease  till 
Jehovah  my  Cod  look  down  fro,,  heavem  I  have  been 
chased  nke  a  bird  by  my  want„n  enen-.ies.  They  have 
CTUelly  thrust  n.e.  as  u  were,  into  the  grave,  and  thrown 
stoms  upon  me.  The  wate-s  streamed  over  n>y  head  till 
1  thought  I  was  lost. 

i;ut  when  I  called  on  thee  out  of  the  depths,  thou  didst 
iH-arken.  ,uui  co,ne  and  speak  pea.-e  to  my  fears.     O  lend 

'  l''JibiL.ly,  bu-.  nut  ncLfisanly,  the 


l'r,i\('r  for 
veinieancc 


:  cuur.try  tuwiis  m  the  neighborhood. 


of 


i 


ill!-'  Psalmists 


Lamentations  t,  ■.  66 


'l"n<^  .-ar  axa,,,  „l,c„  ]  cry  ,o  ,l,ee  for  I,.!,,.      n,„t,  .I.Jsr 
I  le..J  my  ca„s..,  O  l.„r,l,  and  suve  n,y  lif.,     „  ,       r.     ' 

:::;:::;^';:::,;':,;r  ':^'  ;•""  ■';•" ^' '-"" '"-"'' 


^ 
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conjcftum      S,„n,-,,f  ,i„,  ,,   ,  '  ^•"'   -'•'''"in   , ,.,.  a|„,vc 

t<Tn,..  u-,.  0,„„  '    ""  ^';'"lat,„.   .n,.,.[,„.ta„.,„.„f  „„„e 

■U'rcl.i- 


^>«AVW,,,,,  „',,,/■'"'"■'"""">■■'■-, ..Urns  J 


Apf'otJix 


r 


s« 


On  Ciftif'i  {V^  S),  (  )n  .1  miisii:il  iii-trimiMil  nff'.alli;  or, 
in  the  imiMtal  Myle  ot  daili  ;   .j|.  si,n^  of  the  wine  puss. 

(h,  Mitth-l,ihhnt  (IN.  9).  After  the  tnne.  "The  s,,n  \\\^  the 
strcnj^th  (if  ymith." 

Muhlam  (!'s.  ifi).  A  poMen  smii;;  ,,r,  ..iie  nut  liiihrrto 
puhlishcii. 

On  Aijelfth  hashShiih,}}-  (|\.  22)  Alier  the  nine.  "The 
hin<l  of  the  il.iwn." 

.]/./  -  ':;!  (  l\.  5JI.  \  (lid.ictir  pnein  (liiit  only  .1  few  of  the 
liv.iliii-  (allnl  l.y  thi-s  n:iine  are  really  diilaclie);  01,  a  jiiuus 
nicditalioii. 

Scliiii  (\  1).  Ahvay-.  emls  a  settioti,  ami  seeni^  lu  inilicale 
some  kind  o|  musieal  interlmie. 

]','  hni.;  to  )r>ih  ni/'iaii,,-  ( I'ss.  ;S,  ;,,,,  [i.rhaji^  imiieates 
thai  the  psalm  was  to  l,r  sm;-  « hen  the  nual  ofterinj;  (tf. 
Lev.  24  :   7)  wa'-  [ire--enie<l. 

To  .'tdiithun  (I'.-s.  3().  fi2,  771  I'loI'aMy  not  apers(jii  ;  t.ut, 
"after  jeiiiithiin  " — some  sort  of  niii-.i(.il  -tyle. 

//,v/  Sho^hiinnivt  {^■y)  t)\  Shu-h,i)i  l.dnth  (tio).  After  the 
time,   '■  Lilies " 

On  M.imoth  (i's.  41. ).  laiher.  soprano;  or,  after  the  tune, 
"The  son  h.i^  the  streiiL;th  of  voiith  "'  (ef.  ()  :    I). 

('/,//  M,iht}li!h  (;^;  II.  Aeeompanied  by  daiuin^j?  Or 
after  thr  Itnie,   "  ,Si(_knes-,  of  the  heart."  (?) 

I'f'on  Mahal, ith  l.cantioth  (SS).  To  '-ini;  praise?  To  sint; 
to  the  atciiinpaiiiment  of  the  (ianee? 

L'f'OH  Jonath  fltiii  ydtokim  (5b).  .\fter  the  tune,  "  I  >ovc  of 
the  distant  tetthinths." 
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>ut, 


Al-tiioihrtli  IzT    rK    -  \i 

"'"  '-/.  5'^.  i'o.    Aflci  t  If   [tinr    "IV  , 


If 


M-'-ij'u) 


.'"'■;:■    "'-■'In.,..,.h    n,.u.    i„„,  ,ha,    ,.    ,,,„,„,„    , 

'1  "■'"' '        I  IT  exaiiijile  • 

Moth  m  I  ,r  rnirtitn-  ..(  ti,  ■  ', 

I'll  X  uw-    ..(  the    ilirir  It  TM,!  ,M  .1 

•>HiKhter.sin,lu-n,M-arclMh,.„,ou,,Pvir,;,,,,. 

■^t.in.l.lMll  h,s  nglueousnc.s  f„r,-v- 

I  ( lU 


poor; 


i  oner  aluf,  .hall  his  h.,rnu„l,h„„„r 

-    Wd. hall, h..  wicked  l...„henh..  SCO,.,  ie  ■ 

\-''    ns„.,h  shall,,,.  «„ashan,l„„,,  aw,  V 
''■'•""•"'■-•■'  -^■■'i.n.nshan'n.hO 

I".l.cu„c.h,nKln...]andnnu-,c.,Hhrsalm    each    „  ,h'    'T 
--onMUuu.,,  a  stanza  begins  wi.h  , he  .r,c„:.''-n::::': 


1""^''  (112  :  9.  10). 


/ 


If'pciuiix 


•'I 


9    Hy  wJint  mrans  shall  .1  yoiinf;  man  cleanse  his  pnih  ? 

I'.y  I  ikiriL,'  hnrcl  thereto,  acconljng  to  thy     oni. 
10.   I'.riMlmi;  iiiv  whole  he..rt.  I  have  sought  th-e: 

< »  let  nic  mil  err  troin  thy  totiittiandiiKtils. 
II     I'.rii.Mth  thf  i,,nrt  ot  iiiy  heart  have  I  iud  thy  saying, 

1  li  It  I  mlj^hi  not  >iii  against  thee. 
IJ.    I'.I.s.cil  an  thou,  O  l.oni, 

!'•  u  h  iiie  thy  statutes. 
13.     My  my  lips  have  I  dtclared, 

All  the  judijmcnts  ot  thy  mouth 

14-  Hl.ssedness  I  find  in  the  way  ol  il,y  tciimonics. 

\-  mueh  as,  in  all  riches. 

15-  Hy  iiiyM-Jf  will  I  iiiediiate  in  tli\  i^rrccpts; 

And  I  will  have  respcet  to  ih\  paths. 
16.    ni.-s.d  will  I  ,ount  myself  ill  thy  statutes: 
1  xmII  nut  forget  thy  word  (119  ;  9  16). 


Ill 

Any  exh.uisiiveJiM  .,f  u,.,ks  up,,,,  ,)„,  p..,,,,.,.  ^,.,,„,,,  ^^^^.^ 
to  indudr  n.any  In.oks  in  many  Lin;;u.i:4r..  The  following  list 
IS  practically  tontine.!  to  the  iiu.re  import. mt  In-li^h  li.ioks; 
the  few  foreiijn  hook,  which  are  mentioned  are  eitirer  peculiarly 
UMliil  and  reccnl  or  ol  -^reat  historical  importance. 

C(»MMI  N  l..\|<|KS, 

(U  commentaries  o„  ,he  |'s:dter,  .XuKusiine's  elaborate 
"  Knarrationes    in    I'-alnics  ■'   (tr.in^lated   and  edited  l.y   .\.  C. 
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exilic,  and  even  MaccafJn  ,in,os       a     ''       "  '"  '"'"■  '"-'" 
'nterpr,..,ati.,n   „,    ,l,e    p,,,,,,^.        '    ,    "     '"^   •^""'-"^11,    ,o    ,l,e 

;p-ime„.nn..,,,k.,,,_,,;;^,,;;.;;;'^'-'-n-:uN..., , 

Marshall,   ,S,.,,      •,  ,„.    .,„./J,;^     """•'""•    ^impkn,    and 

-"  ■'-n.l.-.i.n  S„ci,,,^;;^l  'y'"^""-  "''-,,u,„,,  ral. 
f'uit.;  and  c„n.,M,,i„^/,;,,, :;.■■.  \'  -^^  '■''"'"•"'■■'  in  fVuuful 
terprHat.un.sveryrc^arkah;;'  """"^'   '"^  '-'"-.'I    -,- 

<  "n.in^M,,  mnrc.  remit  limr.    tl,    , 

'■""""'"^'"■"u;  '■' is  ,na„.;:n';. ,'.''.'    "■;"   "-^"^^"y  in-  ,„„„,, 

''''•N'in-tMaU.ondiM^,,,andc4'  """'"'•  ^^■"^Pa"u■  f.,r 

;-'^''^'Hi..M,    ::,|:^■7T';V'r'''^'''"'^•^•'•^'- 
— "-''HaI„„.au.,val„a,,,.Mti.'  VT     f'"'  '^  ^■'■'>- 

•-t   pcrhap.   too    „u,d,  „,cli,H.,   ,,,,,;/;'""''-"   ^'""-.ns. 

"■'^1    'lie   malure    i  I.-^s  of 
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Christianity  in  the  simpler  hmRuagi-  of  \\\,-  I'  ili,  t.  The 
work  of  IVr.iwnf  (in  J  v«)|>.,  4th  fdili.in.  l.onilon.  (,  |;,  II 
&  Sons,  i88b)  is  often  very  valiial>Ii\  resting;  on  aiii 'niatc 
scholarship,  true  to  llic  historical  niotho'l,  and  of  nniih  homi- 
letic  siiKgfstivincss.  A  useful  and  sympathetic  slu<ly  is  to  lie 
found  in  •'The  I'salins  thronolo;;ical!y  arran^jid  ;  an  anuiidecl 
version  with  historical  introductions  aii'l  explanatory  notes  l>y 
Four  rri<iids"  {>facniillan  \  Co.,  iSh;,  2d  edition.  1S70). 
The  commentary  of  Ienninj,'s  and  l.owe  ("  The  I'salms,  with 
Tntroduitions  and  Critical  Notes,"  2  vols.,  Macmillan  vV  Co., 
1S85),  somewhat  conservative  in  tone,  is  an  admirat>le  work; 
it  devotes  consiijer.ilile  .attention  to  the  lanj;uaj;e,  as  well  .as  to 
the  sentiment  and  situation  of  the  psalm-:,  and  is  n.,t  as  well 
Known  as  it  deserves  to  tie.  In  the  I'olychrome  p,il>|r  (horld, 
Mf-i'l  '^  ' '"  )  111.-  volume  on  the  I'salnis  l,v  W.  I11i.iin,ii 
(translainl  liy  Kurness)  has  M.me  hriet  hut  inieresim^;  notes 
and  ilinstraiinns.  Cheync's  •' I!ook  ol  I'salms  "■  (l,..ii<!on, 
K(l;.iii  I', ml.  rtfmi\.V  (  o..  iSSS)  sh,,u>.  ^reat  leatnin^;  .iml 
s-ympathy  with  ine  inner  thought  of  the  i'sa]mist>.  aii'l  is  .1 
perteci  storehouse  of  apt  illustrative  (piotalions  from  the  wliule 
fii M  i,f  lii.  rat  )re.  Kirkpatrick's  commentary  (published  in 
3  vols.,  now  procurable  in  one.  Camhridfje  I'.ihle  series,  Hjoi) 
is  very  adequate,  putting  all  reascn.ahle  ])ossil)ilitics  of  inii  r- 
prctat ion  before  the  rea<ler ;  it  is  written  in  a  fine  reli^jious 
spirit,  and  marked  by  great.  almr)st  excessive  caution.  The 
2  vols,  of  K.  C,.  King  Cambridge.  iVijrhton.  Hell  \-  Co., 
iSi|S,  iqniV  carrying  the  J'salter  down  to  the  ei;,'tity  ninth 
l)sn!in.  ■■LLUpy  a  place  by  tlicinselves.      .Mmu 


ii'liiit;  m  i.uitious 


\22 


ari.J  -MiKK'Mivr  attempts  I,,/,,,, I  ,i,     .  ■  .     •     . 

rsal.Ms,  „>..  work  >.,   ,1,.,  '    '""'r'"'  '^'=«'-"n^  "f  the 

stTRs)   is   v,rv  ori.Mtvil   •       ,  "..,i. I,  ,„„,„,„,  .^ '■ 

«al<e  .00  n,,u.      ^^^    :   I'T"  ^""«-  "'""«"  "  -I'i'- -  -o 

-'•-". --M.:".:,.:;;::';''^''''''''''''-"t..,,o„ 

^""i-    "M    particular    L-,\J   ,    '       "  ,    *^   "^^■^"'  ^^'^es 
J'^-   '-!o.i.?4  i.ycox  i„  •.•iL  ,,,""'  'V  '""■  "P"^i'i""  of 

TRAXSr.AIIONs. 

OriKinal  translations  are  occasionallv  r  ,r       .  , 
«f  comment.ui..  „n    „„.    ,.„?",>  ""^""'"'y  'b.  author, 

;-''-"Kparti.,,.;,;^::;;;':;r;;-'^v.n  .,   „^, 

I'c  nicntioni..(]  Driver's  '•  I'i,'m  i  ,  "''''  '^'■-'    '""^t 


of 
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Press,  iSqS),  which  present-  side  hy  side  the  F'rayer  Hook  sr- 
sion  of  the  r.s.ihcr  with  a  traiivl.uiun  hy  IVofessor  Driver  him- 
self,  conforming  to  that  ver-ir,n  as  closely  as  possible.  John 
<lc\Vili's  translation  (A.  1  i.  F.  Randolph  &  Co.,  New  York, 
kSqI)  is  also  fine.  The  verse  Iranshaions  of  the  I'salter  have 
not  been  and  perhaps  cannot  hopt-  to  be  very  successful. 
I'robaMy  the  beatitilul  translation  of  Keble,  who  was  both  a 
scholar  an.i  a  poet,  is  as  ^;reat  as  a  verse  translation  is  ever 
likely  to  be. 

I\TRor>fCTION.s. 

Besides  the  introductions  prefixed  to  most  commentaries  on 
the  I'.s.alter,  special  attention  may  l>e  called  f,  the  f,.llowing: 
W.  k.  .Smith's  "(.li;  'i'esi;iin,-nt  in  the  Jewish  '"irch,"  Lect- 
ure VII.  (2(1  revised  and  enlarged  edition,  i8(,  .  ).  .'.pplei,,,, 
&  "o.),  .and  his  article  on  the  i'salms  in  the  '•  Kncyrh^psdin 
Eiitannica;  "  also,  iht-  articles  on  the  I'salms  in  the  •'  Diction- 
ary of  the  Ilible,"  e.liu'd  by  Ifastin^s  (4  vols..  Scribner's,,  and 
the  "  Kncyclop.'edia  liiMica  "  (.Macmiilan  \-  Co.,  4  vols.); 
also  Driver's  "Introduction  to  the  Literature  of  the  Olcl 
Testanvnt  "  (ninth  edition,  iqoi,  .Scribner's,,  and  Kautzsch's 
"The  Literature  of  -he  Old  Test.ament  "  (translated  by  Dr. 
Taylor  ;  pul  lished  by  Williums  ^S;  Norgate,  iS-^.S,  and  by  Lut- 
nains,  js,,,).  .\  very  fresh  and  original  discussion  will  be  ionvA 
in  I'eteis'  "■{"he  Old  Testament  and  the  \ew  .Scholarship," 
chaj.ter  S  (London,  Methuen,  looi),  Davison's  •' IVaiscs  \a 
Isr  .1  ••  (London,  Charles  H.  Kelly,  iSqS)  is  an  excellent  and 
interesting  introduction  to  the  study  of  the  I'salter. 
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is  answered  l,v  |  „n,.s  I     I      T'      ■  ^'^^'■""■•'"  "f  'tn'.  lM„,k 

'•'-''- '^^'^^  "•h.M.unt.ns  uuu,^  :;:, '■•''■''''■^^'' ^'-''J 

—  "•less  p,,.e.il.c  poet.v        .el  ■•„      „       ,     :.^   ""■^'    ^""'^•'■" 
"l>iM'Uta!i.,,le()n,nn.r^    '    ■  ''"'  '•^'""  <"^^ay  entitled 

' ^"■■-^■'^l:^:^:^z:2:'zrT■'^''""''' 

"»--^' I  ':r: ;.:";;:::""■;;'""■'■ '"■'"■ 

<iiscussir,n   nf  the   ••  \,„i„,,  ,■       ■    ,    .,  ""-■'•e  IS  a  learned 

--".-.Hv;e.:':;:;:;;:,:::^--^-'--.-c. 

^-■'    ao..i..n      H         e     tV     ';       ''^"^- •  ''"'^^^^"'"^  -"^ 
'he  I'snhns,  •'   ,,„     ,  ,,     "''  ',         '"'        "'""'^    I'an.lhu.k  to 

'<'^^p-i^i  in ,;!:;;  rr:,r:r'''^^^ -■■--' "^ 

^y   Kober,M,„   i,        ,   .,  ,,  '     '"^^«'"'nen,arv  ,d,.  iv,,  and 

■  '"'••^y-'>n^    K^-l.Ki.-n   of, he    Isaln.s" 
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already   referred   to  (ch.    xiii).     For  the    presentation   of  the 

ar^juiiRnt- on  the  otlier  side,  see  Cheyne's  "  Aids  to  the  1  levout 
Study  of  ('riticiM)i,"  ch...  ii  and  iii  (New  York,  Thomas  Whit- 
t.ilicr,   iS()2). 

The  dis(  u^sion  of  tlie  que'-fioii  of  the  "  I  "  of  the  Psalte" — 
wtieilicr  it  is  iiiMividual  or  uiUeetive — wa^  practically  started 
in  its  modern  form  by  Smend's  e^sav  "  I'elier  das  Ich  der 
I'salmen  "  in  the  "  Zeitschrift  fiirdie  altiestanientlithc  Wissen- 
Rchaft,"  iSSS,  pj).  4q  147.  I'.esides  th  ;  hooks  which  deal 
cxchi-ively  with  this  suhject,  for  examjile.  hv  ilaer,  "  Individ- 
ual- und  ( ie!neinde[isalmen"  (iS()4),  who  examines  every 
psalm,  and  by  I'lnj^ert,  "  Her  hitende  ( itrechte  der  I'salmen" 
(li)o2'),  who  lic-lieves  that  the"  1  "  is  alwavs  colleclivr,  the  (jues. 
tion  is  often  touched  in  hooks  on  the  I'saher  ;  for  exain[j!e,  by 
Cheyne  and  Robertson  in  the  \olunies  already  mentioned. 
Robertson  art^ucs  well  for  tin  ]>robaliiiity  of  individual  psalms, 
as  does  SeUin,  in  the  essay  alreadv  referreil  to.  A  brief  dis- 
cussion of  the  question  will  be  found  in  I  lavisun's  "  I'raises  of 
Israel,"  ch.  vii. 


TllK    TllF.Ol.OGV    ni'    Till      T'SAI.IKR. 


Cheyne.  "Ori^dnof  the  Psalter,"  Lectures  VI,  VII,  and 
VH!  may  be  ronsuhei]  with  mucli  profit.  Davison  has  several 
clear  and  useful  chapters  in  his  "  i'raises  of  Israel."  A  brief 
f'ssnv  will  be  f<yund  in  chapter  iii  of  I'erowne's  commentarv. 
More  elaborate  and  often  hi^hlv  sUL;},'estive  is  the  section 
(Hook  2)  in  r.innie's  "  I'salms,"  ihou^di  nnich  of  what  he  says 
is    \Milten    lioin    a    s,,mewhat    iinhistoi  ic:il    standpoint.      Jen- 
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nings  and  Lowe  have  -ome  pertinent  remarks  in  chapter  iv  of 
vol.  i,  i.n  the  "  I-Iehiti.ni  <;f  the  iNalms  to  the  \e\v  'JVstanient." 
Kiikpatritk'.s  cmmentary,  v..!.  i^  eh.  i.x,  of  the  Introduction 
will  also  1.,-  i,,uiii  us,. till.  Sev,-ral  o!  the  lMM,ks  just  men- 
tioneil  discuss  liu-  iinpretutory  psuhns  .-  ,;„  tl,i^  subject,  com- 
pare also  Sli.iipe's  ■'  student's  I  Lmdliouk, "  pp.    57^J^c). 

Much  tantasiK  writin.t;  lias  j.;;ithered  i.niiid  the  .M.ssi.,,iic  ele- 
nient  in  the  l's;iher.  I  he  line  ol  arj^niinent.  lor  example,  in 
BisJKip  Alexander's  l!anipt..n  Lectures  iwr  i.s;!,  u\\  "The  Wit- 
ness ol  tl:e  Tsalnis  to  (  hrist  and  (  hrisiia„ity  "  (London, 
iMurray.  1S77),  would,  speakin.L;  .trenerally,  carry  little  convic- 
tion to  a  student  traine<l  to  the  hi-torical  nietliod.  ilie  ,|ues- 
tion  is  also  discussed  Ironi  ihr  older  stamlpniut  I,y  .Sharps 
(.^37  If)-  S.)  the '•  ^Ui.lie.  in  the  l;o,,kol  I's.dnis."  by  Forl.es 
(T.  .v  T.  Clark,  iS.S.S).  wh,,  beh-eves  that  the  order  of  the 
I'salms  contains  a  divine  mystery,  are  marked  hy  a  pathetic 
in^'enuity.  A  sane  diseussiou  ^iU  le  f^jiid  in  Kirkp.Urick, 
vol.  i,  ch.  viii.  of  the  Intr(jduction. 

Tiiic  Use  hf   ihk  Lsai.ms  in   ihk  Chhisuax  CiiiRcir. 

Cheyne  deals  directly  with  this  subject  in  his  ■■  Christian 
INeof  the  I'salms"  (Lon-ion,  Isbister,  iS.,,,,,  which  discusses 
certain  psalnis  i„  detail  and  raises  the  .|Uestion  whether,  from 
the  standpoint  of  historical  e.xe.>:<sis,  these  psaims  may  still  1*6 
fairly  sun^;  by  the  (  hristi.m  (  hurch.  Other  less  elaborate  .iis- 
cussi,,ns  will  be  found  in  I'erowne's  "  Lsalms."  vol.  i,  ch.  ii, 
Ale.xand.r's  iiampton  Lectures  (LectureS),  Hirnie's  I'salms] 
VV-  i^7-4'Jj.   l>a\isoii's  ••  I'r.UMsol    Israel,"  ch.  X. 
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Rook  oi    I.amkn  ia  i  ions. 

The  literature  ..u  J  he  Jn'ok  o/  I  awiUhiticns  i-,  iu,t  vcr)  ex- 
tcnsiM-.  (n  idiniiieiitaries  may  I.e  nu-i.tioned  ihal  ul  Lw.dd 
who  iiulu.i.-,  liic  iMKiii--  nt  tl,,-,  1m,., k  .im(,iij,'  111,--  I's.iliiis  (,l  the 
l-.xiie  ("  Coiiuiuiilary  (,ii  ilu-  I'salnis."  vol.  ii,  pj,.  ,,,,-124 
Williams  .V  Nurt^ale,  iNM,;  Hieyn,  ,  in  ,}„.  |.„|i,u  t  „m- 
Mi.-nlaiy  ,,ii  •■JciL'niiah  iiml  I  ,aiiK-nIaIi,.ns  "  (  I  .,,n,lc,ii,  Ke^'au 
I'aul,  Tu-udi  <V  (/,,.);  Mrcanr,  ,.„  ■•_K,vi„iali  and  '  1  unren- 
tuti,,ns."  ,,.  the  Caml-ridj^^e  l;il,|r  s,.,-ir.  (lN)2);  and  l.ohr 
in  \.,uaLk'.s  lluiidk,.mmemar  -en..  (i,S.,;,.  j,,,-  I„tr<,duc. 
tion,  the  student  sh.,nl.l  ^.n-ult  W.  K.  .^nuthV  article  in  the 
Encyclopa-dia  lintannita;  the  articles  in  the  "  1  )ietionary  of 
the  liible,"  and  the  '•  Kncyclop^ed,..  IliMica,-  and  Driver's 
chapter  in  his  ' '  Inlr.  .hieli..n  t,  tlir  iaieraliiie  (,f  the  i  >|,i 
Testament."  .\<lemy\  x„!uinc  (■■  TIk-  (  aiiliele.  and  I. amenta- 
tions-,)in  the  '•  Kxposit-.r's  llil.k--  -e,  ie-,  ,  I.„nd.,n,  IL.dder 
&:  Stun,i;ht,.n)  i  aK.,  j;.,,,,!.  Fur  a  hiiet  statement  .,1  s.,me  of 
the  .inesti,,ns  mv.;lvoI,  -ee  Cheyne's  '•Jerenuah:  His  late 
and  Times,-  i„  ,|,e  •■  M,„  .,f  the  liible"  series  (London, 
James  xXisLtt  \  (.(;.),  pp.   177-i.Si. 

IlKllklW    I'liKTRY. 

'Ihe  m.,<lern  phase  of  the  ilisciissi„n  of  Hebrew  poetry  may 
be  sai.i  t.,  have  been  inaugurated  by  Ilet.jcr's  •■l),.r  (uast 
der  hebraiselien  I'oesie,"  one  of  the  ep.,ih  making'  b<,oks  of 
literary  history  and  Hiblieal  interpietali,,n.  In  J-.nj,'land,  tlie 
hal,it  .;!  re-ardin;'  the  liible  as  literature  was  started  by  Hishop 
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more    ,-.a.„t    l^.^s,    I.^,,    Tavl„r-s    -  Spirit    ,.,    ,  „■    If    1 

--rw-..,.,,,,,.  Hen.  n.:K.. SO, ':::.,:;,:;;; - 

of  the    l'-al,ns,-.h    vii     !,..   m  ,„  '  ""  >  -""I  Ivdigum 

noetrv       Tl,         ,  "     '"■'-'   '"'"'•"•'^^   "n    Hebrew 

r        V        li'-"l,i,.c,r.o-u.sv..ryco„,,,.,en.tr.nn,c,ui„the 

andtl.e"l,,Kvci„p,..,li,   |;,„hV.,-  ^,,,1   i,,    I.nv.r'        ' 

•  t  tiK  l.-,.„n„,^  of  h,s  chapter  on  ,h.  rsah,,.  ,„  his  -  I,„ro 

duc,.n,otheLitera.t.r.of,h.(,,,T..s,a,nnu/'        ,,/       :; 
elaborate   ,],seus.,o„   of    th.    ,;,!,H,„    ,„:aer,al    o„    i,  ™ 

l-rew   port. y  IS    Kaut/sd.\    •-  \v,^    ,.   ,  ^,-,   ,      ,     ,.  ""' 

l^ucher  desAlten  Testaments  'o.^;;."   ""'  ''^'  '^""'^^"- 
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ii 


IN'DKX   Ol'    iniiLJCAl,    I'ASSACKS 


»SALM<; 

I 

» 

3 

4 

S 

6 

7 


PAOFS     1    PSAI.MS 


9 
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■  I.  .. . 
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13... 
14  . 

I-i 

I6 
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•9 

■y 

2ri. 
21 


7->4. 


23- 
24  ; 
24  : 
25. 
26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

3>-. 

32.. 

33-- 

34.. 

35- 


7-10. 


92 

...2f>8,  269 

'■.211,   213 
..2tJ,  ..,j 

.148,    149 

•213.  214 
■  ■  •  39.  40 
68-70 

...7".  7« 
••••57.  58 

-'5 

2l6 

..••58.59 
.......103 

.    ..82,  81 

.  .2l')-2l8 

...971-273 

37 

93 

263 

. .  262,  263 

..247-250 
...84.85 

•  IU3.  ">4 

'42 

.218,  219 

'49 

.150,  151 

•250,25' 
• •    35.  36 

•'3^;.  133  I 

.219-221  I 

.198,  lyg  , 

•••4V45 
...87.  88 

.222-224  I 


36... 

^1:::; 

39.-.. 
,  40.... 

4».... 

42 

I  43--.^ 
i  44^^-^ 
I   4S^^^- 

;  4'-.-.. 

;  47-. .. 

I  48.... 
49-^ 

I  so.... 
5'...^ 
52.... 

I  53...^ 
54-^^ 
55^^^ 
56. . . . 

57 

58 

59 

6<> 

61 

62.... 
63.... 

"4 

^5 

66 

h 

68 

N) 

7" 

7" 

7' 


■59.''" 
■73-7' 


19*>.  I't? 

tXi,  tit 

124-126 

. ...224.  225 
....145-147 

'47 

....236  238 

a6f),  261 

115,  116 

■"4 

117,  118 

.  .    .    jf.  78 
. . . .  i'-i4  it)6 

199-201 

62,63 

(note  2)  58 

24r 

••••241-243 

••..251,  152 

•253.  254 

179-181 

...181,  183 

•  .243-245 

•■•2^4 

....  63.64 
.  ■  264,  365 
■ •  325,  226 
•  ■•'••,  I  .•  I 
■       r  2  r    I ..  J 

••■  „  "3 
. .     128    132 

...183-185 

■■ '25.  126 

. .    226-228 

. . . 266-268 


OJJ 
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73 78-80 

74 138-240 

75 N.ftS 

7'' 118.  119 

77 aj8,  xiQ 

78 158-161 

»4".  »4« 

2^9-1)1 

•1 165.  166 

8» 65-«i6 

8j 188.  189 

*4 •4t-'45 

■S 3)1,   3J3 

S* *JA    2iJ 

"7    2'Jt 

** '3J.  aj5 

*9 a?)  »77 

90 (<f<,f>j 

9« 8";.  86 

9» f<7,68 

93 28 

94 72,  7 

9S 289,  t93 

9* aHj.  38fi 

97 287,288 

98 2S^  2«7 

99 »88,  2«9 

«x> 29U 

lot 265,  266 

'02 aui-203 

•03 41,  42 

•°4 37-^9 

'OS 166-1^8 

lofi 162-164 

'07 112-115 

'08  :  1-5 (note  r)  2S) 

108  :  6-13 (note  O  ^44 

>"9 1S6.  187 

•"> 267,  270 

•" 46 

««» 89 

"3 47 

"4 171 

"5 45.4'^ 

"° IJ5.  Mfi 


"I 
118. 


««9 

I20 

121 

172 , 

"3 

>»4 

«»5 

126 , 

127  :  I,  2. 


127  :  j5- 
128 


'«9 

»3o 

■3' 

M» 

«33 

1.14..  .. 

'35 

«J6 

•37 

'38 

•39 

'4" 

'4« 

•4» 

'43 

144  :  '-'I.. 
144  :  '2-15. 

'45 

'46 

'47 

■48 

'49 

'50 


47 

••>3J-'35 
..•94-i"3 

»35 

Jt6 

••4».  '4t 

.»35.  »i<> 
."9,  120 

. . .  Hf>,  87 

.'.•3.  '•'4 

84 

90 

...90,91 

> 1 20 

....203 

»3ft 

177.  ••/« 
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■'7'*.  "7) 

.  126,  IJJ 

..  80  «.( 
... .  245 

246 

H^.  247 

•2'>1,  J"4 

.1.-7,  w8 
.,,A<>.  <^t 
...47.48 
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•.■4->  4) 
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...  136 
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